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By t h e  middle of  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  United S t a t e s  and Mexico 

had e s t a b l i s h e d  an economic r e l a t i o n s h i p  which was t o  weather  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  

d&press ions ,  and a  wor ld  war. From t h e  beginning of t h e  20trh cen tu ry ,  \ 
Mexico .was second on ly  t o  Canada i n  a t t r a c t i n g  American c a p i t a l  inves tment  

and by 2930 t h e  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a s  Mexico ' s most impor tan t  - t rading parLner,  

A d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of t h i s  economic p a r t n e r s h i p  was the existence In - 

Mexico Ci ty  of an enc lave  of 4,000 American c i t i z e n s .  Knowledge of  

t h i s  American enc lave ,  which r e f e r r e d  t o  i t s e l f  as t h e  American colony, 

was n o t  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  There fo re ,  a  c a r e f u l  s tudy  of t h e  colony 's  

newspapers, p e r i o d i c a l s ,  b u l l e t i n s ,  a s  w e l l  as d a t a  on i t s  v a r i o u s  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  such as t h e  American School,  was impera t ive .  I n  o r d e r  t o  

o b t a i n  a  more complete unders tanding of t h i s  community, 2 1  Americans, 
6 

who w e r e  p a r t  of in te rv iewed  d u r i n g  

b u s i n e s s  founda t ion ,  

conta ined some unusual  f e a t u r e s .  Its r e s i d e n t s  were e s s e n t i a l l y  middle- 

c l a s s  i n  wea l th  and a s p i r a t i o n s .  They were a t y p i c a l  i n  t h a t  they formed 

a  sub-cu l tu re  w i t h i n ,  y e t  i s o l a t e d  from, t h e  h o s t  coun t ry ' s  upper c l a s s  

r a t h e r  than fo l lowing  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  immigrant p a t h  t o  t h e  lowest  s t r a t a  

of s o c i e t y .  Only because  of  t h e i r  wea l th  and t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  connect ions  

were they  a b l e  t o  enjoy such h igh  s t a t u s .  It was something of a  paradox 

t h a t  t h i s  group h e l d  some of t h e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  p o s i t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  

h i e r a r c h y  of Mexican b u s i n e s s ,  and, y e t  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  were completely 

uninvolved w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  of t h e i r  adopted coun t ry .  
8 



The colony was i s o l a t e d  and cohesive .  This  co 
- - - 

t h e  e f f o r t  , t ime ,  and money of t h e  immigrants - - - - - - - themselves. I n  most 

c a s e s ,  immigrants are s e p a r a t e d  from ' t h e i r  adopted c o u n t r y ' s  people  

9 -- -@= 
by s o c i a l ,  l e g a l ,  and economic p r e s s u r e s .  The American colony reversed  

t h a t  p a t t e r n .  It was t h e  colony which remained a loof  and a p a r t  and 

re fused  t o  be a s s i m i l a t e d  i n t o  Mexican c u l t u r e .  
/ 

The Americans funded and mainta ined c l u b s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  

o r d e r  t o  preserve t h e i r  own v a l u e s  and c u l t u r e .  Of t h e s e ,  f i e  most - - -  

impor tant  was t h e  American School. Because few Americans were Cathol ics '  

and most Mexicans were,  t h e  Union Evange l i ca l  Churth was a l s o  a powerful  

c u l t u r a l  hedge. Refusing t o  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  making many 

r e t u r n  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  sending t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  United 

S t a t e s  f o r  h i g h e r  educa t ion ;  a l l  t h e s e  helped t o  r e i n f o r c e  Americans 

and i s o l a t e  ~ e x i c a n s .  When i n t e r m a r r i a g e s  occur red ,  and they  w e r e  n o t  

uncommon, t h e  Mexican normally became p a r t  of t h e  American community. 

But marr iages  w i t h  Mexicans were d iscouraged by ~ m e r i c a n  p a r e n t s  who f e l t  

themselves s u p e r i o r  t o  Mexicans, t h e i r  b e l i e f s ,  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  This  

a t t i F u d e  was e a s i l y  passed on t o  c h i l d r e n  and consequent ly  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  

w a s  s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g .  

The p o l i t i c s  of P r e s i d e n t  &denas was t h e  g r e a t e s t  s i n g l e  s o u r c e  
\ .  

of f r u s t r a t i o n  f o r  colony members of t h e  1930's.  Because h i s  p o l i c i e s  

opposed u n r e s t r a i n e d  " f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e " ,  most b u d n e s s m e n  of t h e  colony 

found t h e  &denas government d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e a l  w i t h .  Prominent American 

b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s  r e f u s e d  t o  become f r i e n d s  w i t h  him which meant t h a t .  

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  e r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  co lony ' s  businessmen - A 

and t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  an p r e s i d e n t s  d isappeared w i t h  t h e  o n s e t ,  i n  1934, , 



/ F̂-' - s% - -Unlike p r e c i b n t s  s w h  as P l u t a r c o  E l i a c  

C a l k s 9  who merely paid lip s e m b  -Mexican r e v o l u t i o n a r y  gnals, 

1 
Cardenas t r i e d  t o  implement them. While American businessmen complained 

of f a v o u r i t i s m  t o  l q b o u r ,  t h e  colony s u f f e r e d  l i t t l e  from t h e  ~ L r d e n a s  

government's l e g i s l a t i o n  u n t i l  1938 when t h e  Mexican government 

e x p r o p r i a t e d  f o r e i g n - o i l  ho ld ings .  
- '. 

~ o l l o w i n ~ ~ ~ r o ~ r i a t i o n ,  an uneas iness  descended over  t h e  

/ - - - - - 

colony which f e a r e d  f u r t h e r  i i a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of Cardenas'  economic n a t i o n a l i s m .  
D 

By 1940, t h e  end of ckrdenas '  term, t h e  p r e s t i g e  of t h e  colony had 

diminished and t h e  cynicism of American businessmen had s u r f a c e d .  The " 

Mexicans, however, t o o  long reminded by  t h e  American p resence  of t h e i r  A 

own dependence on f o r e i g n  s k i l l s  and inves tments ,  were p leased .  

I f  i t  were p o s s i b l e  t o  c h a r  t e r i z e  " t y p i c a l "  colony members, 5 
J they might be  d e s c r i b e d  a s  self-made i n d i v i d u a l s  who b e l i e v e d  i n  f r e e  

e n t e r p r i s e  and t h e i r  own i n n a t e  s u p e r f i r i t y .  O r ,  a s  Ambassador Josephus 

Danie l s  desc r ibed  them, colony members were well-to-do, c o n s e r v a t i v e  

people  who wished t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  s t a t u s  quo. O r ,  a s  t h e  wr r might 

r; =? d e s c r i b e  them a f t e r  m t e r v i e w i n g  s u r v i v o r s  of t h e  1930's  colon/-  a 
i 

0 

group determined t o  improve t h e i r  own economic p o s i t i o n  and 

p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  own s e p a r a t e n e s s .  

- 
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. The 4,000 American c i t i z e n s  who l i v e d  i n  Mexico Ci ty  during the  

1930's c o n ~ t i t u t e d ' o n l ~  10.4 per  cen t  of t he  fore ign  knd a 

miniscule  0.3 per  c e n t  of t h e  c i t y ' s  t o t a l ,  but  they exer ted a degree 

1 * 
of in f luence  d i spropor t iona te  t o  t h e i r  number. This in f luence  on the  

Mexican economy and c u l t u r e  becomxsuxkr s t andab le  when ig- is if- - - 

t h a t  Mexico, beginning i n  1900, was second only t o  Canada i n  a t t r a c t i n g  

American c a p i t a l  investment. 
# 

Despite some f l u c t u a t i o n  in t h e  1910-20 per iod ,  American invest-  

ment . increased s t e a d i l y  from th; 1914 t o t a l  of $587 mi l l i on  t o  $709 

mi l l i on  i n  1929 .2 with the  onse t  of the  Great Depression, t h e  flow of  

3 =- 

money was reduced and by 1940 had decl ined t o  $357 mi-ll ion.  Even'with 

t h i s  sharp reduct ion i n  investment Mexico remained during t h e  19301s,  a s  
I) 

i t  had been i n  the  t h r e e  preceding decades, c lo se ly  l inked  economically 

t o  t h e  U.S. ??ig&res f o r  1938 ind ica ted  the  ex t en t  t o  which Mexican 

governm-ents depended on t r a d e  with the  U.S. I n  t h a t  year ,  67.4 per  cen t  
2 

of a l l  Mexican expor t s  went t o  t h e  U.S.. and 57.8 per  cen t  of it.s imports 
. L  

came from there .  4 

Such c lose  commercial ties had been i n  e f f e c t  a s  e a r l y  a s  1881 when 
. , i 

' Western Union, a New York cbrporat ion,  s t a r t e d  opera t ing  the  Mexican 
--- - 

i 
Telegraph Company. In 1890$ t h e  Guggenheim family set up t h e  f i r s t  ore- 

- 
-- - - - 

smelting p l a n t  i n  Mexico. Other American companies and ind iv idua l s  soon 

I 
followed. I n  1901, Edward Doheney, encouraged by Pres ident  P o r f i r i o  Diaz, 

%-.- . developed the  Huasteca o i l f i e l d .  Soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  Standard O i l ,  Waters-Fierce, . 
'*\ - 



Gulf and S i n c l a i  r were inves t ing  heavi ly  in commercial o i l  production. 

By 1925, t h e  Ford Motor Company had es tab l i shed  Mexico's f i rs?  automobile 
- 

plan t .  L a  Consolidada, an American s;eel company, and a Mexican s t e e l  
V 

f i rm v i r t u a l l y  monopolized t h e  Mexican s t e e l  production.  Business 

prospects< were so promising t h a t  t h e  F i r s t  Nat ionaYCity Bank of .New 

C York opened a Mexico Ci ty  branch o f f i c e  i n J 9 2 9 .  A s  American businesses .  

- - - - - 

p r o l i f e r a t e d ,  many American busines3men took up , res idence i n  Mexico City,  
ri 

t he  na t ion ' s  c a p i t a l .  

- .  
The number .of i n v e s t o ~ s  and in& t r i a ~ i s t s ,  some 700 i n  1894, 

/ 

increased t o  3,000 by 1910 because of Diaz' eagerness f o r  fore ign  c a p i t a l  

and technology. It was these  e a r l y  settlers who l a i d  t h e  foundation f o r  

t h e  American colony - a colony i n  name only,. It ex i s t ed  n e i t h e r  wighin 

phys ica l  boundaries nor  under U.S. p o l i t i c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Rather 

bound together  by membership i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c rea ted  t o  f u r t h e r  continuing 

l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  U.S. and se l f - su f f i c i ency  wi th in  Mexican s b c i e t y  . ' o t -. 
Therefore,  t he  term "American colony'' r e f e r s  t o  t he  o f f i c i a l  

community created and sus ta ined  by ~mer iGan "businessmen. -Although the  

major i ty  of Americans i n  t he  c i t y  assoc ia ted  themselves wi th  one o r  more b 

of t he  colony's i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  some d i d  no t .  For i n s t ance ,  some? d iv idua ls  * 

1 
who married i n t o  Mexican fami;ies became ass imi la ted  i n t o  Mexican l i f e  and j. 

's 
f o r  vargous persona l  reasons had no d e s i r e  t o  he-associated wi th - the  American 

-colony. Others had interests which could not  be fuLf i l l e$  w i t r h h  t k  - - . 

o f f i c i a l  American colony; f o r  example, miss ionar ies  such a s  William Cameron 

Townsend who devoted h i s  l i f e  t o  converting i s o l a t e d  Indian t r i b e s  t o  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  had oo need f o r  t h e  American colony. S imi la r ly ,  a number of 
t 



in te l lec tua l ' s  such as H a r t  Crane, L e s l e y 3 d  S b p s m ,  r w s ,  

Anita Brenner, and Eyler Simpson ex i s  d v i r t u a l l y  outs ide  t h e  o f f i c i a l  ' 

American colony. These and o ther  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  l a rge ly  unknown i n  the 

o f f i c i a l  business community, formed a loosely-knit  expa t r i a t e  gnclave . 

f 

whose coritacts i n  Mexico City usua l ly  were Mexican a r t i b t s  such a s  David ' 
- 

Siqueros o r  llberal-minded Mexicans su2h as ~ o i s &  ~ienz. 

\ 
- - -- 

&fie uAm%ricanbiisiness ~ ~ & u n i t ~  pogulation, which had increased 
' 

1 

s t e a d i l y  from t h e  l a t e  18001s, was a f f ec ted  adversely by the  revolut ionary 
- 

disturbances beginning i n  1910. Fear fu l  of being victimized by the 

excesses committed during Mexico's 1910-1920 revolu t ion ,  many American 

famil ies  l e f t  Mexico, i n  e f f e c t  reducing the  colony.'s population from 

5 
3,000 t o  a few hundred; never the less ,  the  colpny and i t s  i h s t i t u t i o n s  

k 

survived, and by 1930, t h e  beginning of t h e  decade with which t h i s  essay 

i s  concerned, t h e  population had gram again t o  near ly  4,000. Growth was 

v i r t u a l l y  ha l t ed  during the WO's because of the  worldwide economic 

depression and because of Mexico's determination Yocontrol  i ts own fu ture .  

The 19301s, <hen ~ i r d e n a s  was pres ident  (1934-1940) is the focus 

of t h i s - s t u d y  because t h a t  era w a s  t he  turhing poin t  f o r  the  American 

colony. By 1940 the colony's pres t ig ious  image had been subdued. Gone 

was its c lose  f r iendship  with Mexico's president ;  gone were the  s p e c i a l  
- 

considerat ions from the  government. This e r a  a l s o  witnessed the-beginning 
-- --- - - - - - - - -- - - 

of American businessnien's cynicism toward the Mexican government. I n  
- -- - - - - - - 

/ 
cont ras t  t o  the Cardenas years ,  the  1920's presented no t h r e a t  t o  the  

, 

American business community. During t h i s  period, e f f o r t s  by Mexican leaders  

t o  consol idate  t h e i r  country's revolutionary goals floundered, and b; the  



e a r l y  1Y3Ufs t T t ~ Z i t i c i p a t e i Y I Z k d ,  l abour ,  and educat ion .reforms apparen t ly  

were forgot ten .  So-called revolu t ionary .  Xeaders , r n ~ s t . ~ n o t a b l ~  Plutarco.  

M 1 
Ef ia s  Ca l f e s ,  were g r a r i n g ' r i & e r  and more conservat ive.  Like Diaz, 

Cal les  c u l t i v a t e d  f r iendships 'wi th  important American colony r e s iden t s .  

~ ; r d e n a s ,  i n  h i s  s t r u g g l e  t o  a t t a i n  Mexican so;ereignty over foreign- 

owned cokporations,  bad few f r i e n d s  among the  Americans and encountered 

- -- -- 

increas ing  resentment f o r  h i s  ob j e c t i G .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  one of these  

f r i - ends  w a s  Ambassador. Josephus Daniels,  who voiced the  of f  i k a l  U .  S. 

government a t t i t y d e .  ~ne'kimerican community, theref  o r e ,  w a s  a t  odds with  

i t s  own a s  w e l l  a s  the 3 ~ x f c a n  adminis t ra t ion .  

- J 

, In  1975, ,when * e  in tenr iews f o r  t h i s  paper took pla&e, e r i c a n  
- ,? 

businessmen spoke with b i t t e r n e s s  about t he  "ill fee l ings"  between t h e  

/ 

Xexican govern&ent and the h e r i c a n  colony a s  a consequence of Cardenas' 

- economic'nationalism. By the  mid 1970's t h e . p r o f i l e  of t h e  American colony . , 

i n  i e x i c o  City was lk, mainly because t h e  American j r e senck  was precar ious.  

3' 
a e r i c a n  b u s i n e s s i h  genera l ly  bel ieved t&t Mexicans no longer  deeded o r  

' des i red  American business  a s s f  s t a n c e d e r e f  ore, some of those i n t e h f w e d  

were r e l u c t a n t  t o  vo ice  t h e i r  opinions on past .  o r  p resen t  p o l i t i c a l  

rnatters. They thought  t h a t  the  "climate of opinion' ' w a s  so  anti-American C 
that even casua l  remarks could jeopardize t he  wel fa re  of the  American 

d 
colony.- It  appeared t h a t  h e r i c a n s ,  genera l ly ,  had resigned themselves t o  

- - -  - -- 

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  American presence i n  Mexico would soon terminate.  
- - 

. were convinced & a t  the  animosity which ex i s t ed  i n  1975 o r ig ina t ed  

, . 
i n  t h e   denas as e ra .  - 



The American colony during the  1930's was much smal le r  and more 

homogeneous than i t s  1975 counterpar t .  The o f f i c i a l  colony, then,  was 

l a r g e l y  made up of middle-class American businessmen and t h e i r  fami l ies .  

- It w a s  charac te r ized  by s t a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a r e l a t i v e l y  permanent 

populat ion,  self-imposed i s o l a t i o n  from the  Mexicans, a conservat ive 
D 

outlook, a f f luence  unknown t o  t h e  v a s t  major i ty  of Mexicans, and business  
- - - 

methods which they assumed t o  be  f a r  super ior  t o  t h e  Mexican approach. 

Because of  t he  Americans, t echn ica l  t r a i n i n g  and comparative wealth,  

t h e  Mexicans viewed them a s  r ep re sen ta t ives  of an advanced technology 

and a super ior  cu l tu re .  Compared t o  immigrants who e n t e r  t h e  U.S., 

Americans i n  Mexico Ci ty  were a t y p i c a l  immigrants, who in s t ead  of beginning 
9 

a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  s o c i a l  ladder  began by forming con tac t s  wi th  t h e  
i 

upper s t r a t a  of Mexican soc ie ty .  It was something of a paradoxs tha t  t h i s  

group held some of t h e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  pos i t i ons  wi th in  the  Mexkaa..- -- 
L 4  

1 

business  h ie ra rchy  and, a t  t he  same time, refused t o  become involved i n  t he  

s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  of t h e i r  adopted country. The way t h a t  \ 

t 
Americans adhered t o  t h e i r  he r i t age ,  e s t ab l i shed  and perpetuated t h e i r  own 

1 

I 
\ 

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and formed a smal l  bu t  i n f l u e n t i a l  enclave with  e x p a t r i a t e  - 
\ 

values  and a t t i t u d e s  i s  the  b a s i s  of t h i s  study. 

- This essay i s  based on o f f i c i a l  h i s t o r i e s  of var ious  American 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  in Mexico Ci ty ,  on information gleaned from EoIony publications, 

and on fntcmiews with Americans who l i v e d  i n  Mexico-CtCy da t ing  the  

d 

Cardenas e r a .  The f i r s t  chapter  dea l s  with  t he  h i s t o r i c a l  background t o  

. American involvement i n  Mexico and with  beginnings of t he  colony. A 

/ / 
synopsis of the Lazaro Cardenas adminis t ra t ion  i s  included t o  provide an 



- 

understanding of the ~ e x i k n  social, political, and economic setting 

which, on the whole, was not to the colony's liking, as stated before. 

The second chapter is an analysis of the major American institutions 

which the Americans used to retain their isolation and aloofness from 
- 

Mexican society. The-final chapter, based primarily on oral interviews, 

provides examples of. then-prevailing colony values and attitudes. - 
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*. CHAPTER I ' 

AMERICANS I N  MEXICO: THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES 

Foreign c a p i t a l  w i l l  undoubtedly be welcomed by every 
i n t e l l i g e n t  Mexican, i f  when invested i n  Mexico, it shall 
not  at tempt t o  p l ace  i t s e l f  above the  law, nor claim any 
p r iv i l eges  g r e a t e r  than those accorded t o  Mexicans themselves. 
There i s  nothing more use fu l  than c a p i t a l  t h a t  comes i n  
with a wi l l ingness  t o  share  our  d e s t i n i e s .  

Modern Mexico, May 1935, 
interview with Pres ident  

During the  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  19 th  century,  Mexican Pres ident  P o r f i r i o  
1 

Diaz, under the  in f luence  of 4 group of i n t e l l e c t u a l s  c a l l e d  the  c i e n t i f i c o s ,  

encouraged fore igners  t o  i nves t  i n  Mexico's economy. One immediate r e s u l t  

/- 

was an upsu2ge i n  t a l  investment and t&e estab1ishment"oft 
.. 

an American community i n  Mexico City.  Although American involvement i n  
I 

/ 1 
Mexico preceded the  Diaz regime and can be  t raced  back t o  pre-independent 

Mexico, t h e  s t a r t i n g  po in t  bf t h i s  chapter  w i l l  be  t he  ~ e x i c a n - ~ m e r i c a n  ' 

\ 

war of 1846-48. This war was more important i n  s e t t i n g  a t t i t u d e s  on both 

s i d e s  of - the boZder than any preceding event.  The purpose of t h i s  

chapter  i s  t o  t r a c e  t h e  evolut ion of those a t t i t u d e s  and t h e  o r i g i n s  of 
- ~ 

t he  American community i n  ~ e x i c b  City.  

An uneasy r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t e d  between t h e  United S t a t e s  and Mexico 

-% 
even p r i o r  t o  1846 a s  t h e  U.S. he ld  Mexico i n  .contempt f o r  i t s  i n a b i l i t y  

- - 
t o  maintain domestic peace. This ' f ee l ing  of contempt probided successive 

U.S. adminis t ra t ions  with a f u r t h e r  " j u s t i f i c a t i o n "  f o r  expansionism. I n  



- - -- - 

1819, ~ m e r i c a n  Secre ta ry  of S t a t e  JohhQuincy Adams a p t l y  described 

"manifest destiny' '  when he  s a id :  
* 

... t h e  world s h a l l  be  fami l ia r ized  with  t h e  idea  of 
consider ing our proper dominion t o  be the con t inen t  
o f - ~ o r t h  America. From t h e  time we became an independent 
people i t  was a s  much a  law of nature  t h a t  t h i s  should e 

become our  p re t en t ion  as t h a t  t he  Mis s i s s ipp i  should 
flow t o  t h e  s e a . 1  

A 

Mexico's p o l i t i c a l  d i so rde r s ,  i t s  d i f f e r e n t  r a c i a l  composition and 

r e l i g i o n ,  and i t s  proximity t o  t h e  U.S. made i t  from the  f i r s t . a n  obvious 
i' ' 

t a r g e t  f o r  American t e r r i t o r i a l  and commercial expansion. Embroiled i n  

p o l i t i c a l  chaos u n t i l  t h e  18701s,  t h e  former Spanish colony was easy a 

prey f o r  American expansionism i n  t he  nineteenth century.  Ear ly  decades 
-I 

4 
of U.S.-Mexican - r e l a t i o n s  were charac te r ized  by the  l a r g e r  country 's  

acqu i s i t i on  of t e r r i t o r y ,  development of t r ade  and, no t  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  

p ro t ec t ion  of American c i t i z e n s  i n  Mexico. American hopes of captur ing 
/ 

t he  bulk of Mexico's t r a d e  f e l l  s h o r t  o 

passed high t a r i f f s  and employpd compli customs r egu la t ions  t o  p ro t ec t  

he r  economy. 
2 

J o e l  P o i n s e t t ,  f i r s t  U.S. Minis te r  t o  Mexico, devoted h i s  time t o  

lobbying 

While he  

t r e a t y .  

movement 

aga ins t  some of the  more complex Mexican commercial regula t ions .  
9 

enjoyed some success ,  he  f a i l e d  t o  gain a  favourable commerc~al 

Factionalism witi l in t he  ~ e x i c a n  government, t h e  obvious expansionis t  

by the United S t a t e s ,  and, e spec i a l ly ,  t h e  occupation of Texas 
7 

by American s e t t l e r s  worked aga ins t  negot ia t ion  of a  t r ade  agreement. 
3 

In  1829, Po inse t t  was replaced by Anthony But le r  and r e l a t i o n s  

between the  two count r ies  became tense  as But ler  t r i e d  t o  arrange American 



4 
purEhase of Texas and Cal i forn ia .  The a t t e x s t o  b u y t h e s e t e r r i t o r i e s ,  

h 

coupled wi th  the move b f  Americans * in to  Texas, c rea ted  an unbearable 

s t r a i n  i n  r e l a t i o n s .  Mexican a u t h o r i t i e s ,  who a t  f i r s t  encouraged 

American s e t t l e r s  t o  migrate  t o  Texas, f a i l e d  t o  s e e  u n t i l  too l a t e  

t h a t  t h i s  very migrat ion would c r e a t e  a fo rce  t o  detach Texas from - 
Mexico. The s i t u a t i o n  worsened i n  l a t e  1835 when Santa Anna l e d  troops 

-- 

i n t o  Texas t o  q u e l l  i t s  b i d  f o r  autonomy. The Texans defeated him and i n  

1836 declared their independence. 

. R e l a t i a x e - w e n  t h e  two count r ies  de t e r io ra t ed  when Texas agreed 
_CI 

t o  accept  United S t a t e s  t e r m s  f o r  annexation a f t e r  n ine  years  of l i v i n g  

"-----$ 

i n  f e a r  of a renewed Mexican invasion.  Pres ident  Polk was eager  t o  expand 

American t e r r i t 6 r y .  H e  feared  t h a t  B r i t a i n  and France had a keen i n t e r e s t  
r 

i n  making Texas a s a t e l l i t e  and t h a t  B r i t i s h  "landgrabbers" coveted 
i 

Cal i forn ia .  H i s  a t tempts  t o  purchase Cal i forn ia  f e l l  through when the  

.-. Mexicans, bankrupt bu t  proud, re-d t o  sel l .  5 The Mexicans a l s o  defau l ted  
- 

on t h e i r  payment of claims t o  Americans f o r  damages during numerous Mexican 

revolut ionary dis turbances .  A f i n a l  e f f o r t  t o  buy Ca l i fo rn i a  and s e t t l e  

o the r  d i sputes  was made when the  Americans s en t  a s p e c i a l  envoy, John S l i d e l l ,  

6 
t o  Mexico l a t e  i n  1845. But t he  Me~icans  refused t o  nego t i a t e .  On the  

fl imsy p r e t e x t , o f  Mexico's r e f u s a l  t o  s e t t l e  t he  damage claims and uponAthe i r  

* 
r e jpc t ion  of the  s p e c i a l  envoy, Polk determined ta go t o  war. When both 

-- 
This is t h e  conventional i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  e h i s t o r i a n s  d i spu te  t h i s  viewpoint. 
For example, Seymour V. Comor and Odie B. l k  i n  North America Divided: 
The Mexican War 1846-1848 (New York: Oxfo iv. Press ,  1971) a s s e r t  t h a t  
although the  annexation of Tefas touched o e w a r ,  P re s iden t  Jaines .K. Polk 
did no t  provoke t h e  c o n f l i c t .  Ins tead  t h e  o r s  be l i eve  t h a t  t he  o r i g i n s  
of  t he  war were the  accumulation of eyents two and a h a l f  decades and 
t h a t  both s i d e s  were a t  f a u l t  f o r  t he  ac tua l  outbreak of t he  war. 



c o u n t r i e s  moved t r o o p s  i n t o  t h e  d i s p u t e d  -Texas-border a r e a ,  t h e  i s s u e  w a s  

: j o ined.  

S- 
* 

An empty t r e a s u r y  and a t u r b u l e n t  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  doomed Mexico 

t o  d e f e a t  from t h e  s t a r t .  Even s o ,  accord ing  t o  Les ley  B. Simpson, Mexico 

would have wi ths tood  t h e  American i n v a s i o n  had i t  no t  been f o r  p e t t y  

q u a r r e l s  among-general9 and t h e  popu la t ion  a t  l a r g e .  H e  asserts t h a t  t h e  

- - 

Mexicans were d e f e a t e d  i n  advance by h a t r e d s ,  j e a l o w i e s ,  pover ty ,  

_ . i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  and apathy and t h a t  many of t h e  "decent  people" even welcomed 
'.. 

7 
t h e  American i n ~ a s i o n ~ a s  a r e l i e f  from t h e  military anarchy.  

S e t t i n g  a p a t t e r n  f o r  later,  t h e  invaders  b e g a n ' a t  once t o  b u i l d  a 

" l i t t l e  America" i n  Mexico Ci ty .  No fewer than f o u r  American newspapers 

were pub l i shed  i n  Mexico Ci ty  dur ing  t h e  occupat ion and they r e f l e c t e d  both  

American a r r o g b c e  and p a t e r n a l i s m  toward Mexico. The Da i ly  American S t a r  

f 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Mexican poor as "greasers"  who " w e r e  s a i d  t o  b e  covered 

wi th  f l e a s  and l i ce . "8  They complained e n d l e s s l y  of t h e  f i l t h  i n  t h e  

streets and s c o f f e d  a t  t h e  ~ e x i c a n s '  p e c u l i a r , r e l i g i o u s  behaviour .  
v 

Americans b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  Mexican: f a i l e d  t o  observe  t h e  Sabbath because  

\ 
i t  appeared t o  Americans t h a t  Sunday was t h e  day Mexicans r e s e r v e d  f o r  

9 
g a i e t y  and enjoyment. American ar rogance a l s o  was mani fes ted  i n  a benign 

- .  

p a t e r n a l i s m  when American s o l d i e r s  took up c o l l e c t i o n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a f r e e  

10 
schoo l  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of t h e  pook i n M e x i c o  Ci ty .  The occupat ion 

-/ 
L 

newspapers c o n t i n u a l l y  emphasized American s u p e r i o r i t y  w h i l e  r i d i c u l i n g  
. 

--2 

Mexicans. The Da i ly  American S t a r  commented t h a t ,  "wi th in  a few y e a r s ,  

t h e  whole population--except t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  keeping t h e  masses i n  t h e  

"" The North 
c '1 

dark--wil l  b l e s s  t h e  day the Yankee army invaded Mexico. 

American made t h e  same p o i n t  when an e d i t o r i a l  bragged t h a t ' " a n  acquaintance  



with a super ior  race  of people  m l d  d~ mucfh t c r  a r o u s ~ r P r ~ F f e x f c a m ~ 6 a n - - -  

1112 awareness of t h e i r  degraded pos i t i on .  
- 

Some Americans, be l i ev ing  t h a t  t he  occupation would continue f o r  an 

extended period o r  perhaps lead  t o  a complete takeover of t he  Republic, 

imported goods from t h e i r  own country and es tab l i shed  numerous businesses .  

Mexico Ci ty  teemed wi th  Yankee merchants, g rocers ,  t a i l o r s ,  ho te l ie rs - ,  
- -- - 

and saloon keepers,  who formed clubs of t h e i r  own, such a s  t h e  Jockey 

Club, and char tered Mexican branches of f ra te rna l -organiza t ions  such a s  

the  fn te rna t iona l  Order of Odd ~ e 1 l o w s . l ~  They d id  no t  bo ther  t o  l e a r n  

the Spanish language, a s  they were convinced of t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  of t h e i r  
5 

e 
own. To judge by the  American p re s s  i n  Mexico C i ty ,  t h e  Americans viewed ' " 

Cz 

themselves a s  Mexico ' s saviours .  They bel ieved t h a t  Mexico could progress 
- 0  

% 
with U . S . as s i s t ance .  The h e t i c a n s  would. provide proper leaderphip,  

/ 

e f f e c t i v e  t i o n ,  and a form of C h r i s t i a n i t y  f r e e  f r o m s u p e r s t i t i o n .  1 4  

'began t o  d i sperse  i n  the  e a r l y  'months of 1848, they . 

believed t h a t  Mexico's future'bould b e s t  be  served with t h e M h e l p  of 

American investment  and en t r ep reneur id -  s k i l l s .  The American occupation 

changed n a t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  on both s i d e s .  The Mexicans came t o  h a t e  t he  

gringos f o r  t h e i r  e f f i c i ency ,  super ior  arms and boundless energy. The 

Americans began t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Mexicans were chizdren who wi th  the  Lelp 

of t he  U.S. could bu i ld  a b e t t e r  fu tu re .  
15  

Af te r  t h e  Mexican War, a s  t he re  was money t b  be made i n  e x t r a c t i n g  

,Mexican resources  and cons t ruc t ing  Mexican publ ic  works, commercial ventures  

were broadened t o  inc lude  mines development and r a i l r o a d  cons t ruc t ion .  I n  

1850, Robert Letcher,  American min i s t e r  t o  Mexico, negot ia ted  a t r e a t y  which 
&' 



1 - 

permit ted Americans t o  bu i ld  an Isthmian r a i l r o a d .  But t h e  Mexicans, 
- - -- 

f e a r f u l  of another  'Texas ' ,  n u l l i f i e d  t h e  t r e a t y  when s tockholders  so ld  

lqnd t o  American s e t t l e r s  i n  o rde r  t o  r a i s e  c a p i t a l .  Three years  l a t e r ,  

James Gadsden, p re s iden t  of t h e  South Carolina Rai l road,  was dispatched 

17 
t o  Mexico t o , s e e k  a  se t t l ement  of t h e  d i sputes .  H e  persuaded Santa 

Anna t o  s e l l  a  por t ion  south of New Mexica and Arizona needed t o  c o n s t ~ u c t  an 

American Eont inental  r a i l r o a d .  .While Santa Anna agqeed i n  orqer  t o  ob ta in  

money t o  support  himself and h i s  genera l s ,  the  American gbve e n t ' s  + 
greed f o r  land was no t  s a t i s f i e d .  I n  1856, t h e  new minis te rd  John 

Forsythe,  t r i e d  t o  purchase Lower Cal f forn ia ,  Sonora, and a  s e c t i o n  of 
3 

Chihuahua, a s  we l l  a s  t h e  perpe tua l  r ight-obway over t h e  1sthmus of 

18 
Tehuantepec. Forsythe,  an a rden t  exponent of manifest  des t iny ,  hoped 

t h a t  t h i s  purchase would prevent Mexico from col laps ing  u n t i l  t h e  U.S. 

was ready t o  Americanize i t  .I9 - Because of vigorous opposi t ion i n  Sonora 

h i s  proposals f a i l e d .  20 H e  was success fu l ,  however, i n  nego t i a t i ng  

agreements which gave t h e  Tki ted S t a t e s  a  g r e a t e r  share  i n  Mexican commerce. 

~ o r s y t h e ' s  an t ipa thy  f o r  t h e  Zuloaga government, from which he h a d -  
/ 

been a b l e  t o  e x t r a c t  bu t  l i t t l e  i n  the  way of agreements, prompted-him t o  

a t t a c k  Mexico i n  a  d i spa tch  t o  Washington. Using outrages  a l l eged ly  

committed aga ins t  American c i t i z e n s  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  h i s  personal  h o s t i l i t y  

he  recommended t h a t  t h e  U.S. break r e l a t i o n s  wi th  ~ e x i c o . ~ ~  Despi te  

~ o r s ~ t h e ' s  d e s i r e  t h a t  h i s  government r e a l i z e  i t s  manifest  des t iny  by 

taking Mexico by f o r c e  and d e s p i t e  h i s  own i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  do so ,  Pres ident  

Buchanan was tdo occupied w i t h t h e  s l a v e  i s s u e  i n  t he  U.S. t o  do more 

than merely consider e s t ab l i sh ing  a  p ro t ec to ra t e  over Mexico. 



By la te  1859, t h e  ~ u i r e z  government i n  t h e  mids t  of  c i v i l  war, d e s p e r a t e  f o r  

/ money and f e a r i n g  an American i n v a s i o n ,  o rde red  ~ u a r e z '  M i n i s t e r  of Foreign 
I 

R e l a t i o n s ,  Melchor -Ocampo, t o  s i g n  a t r e a t y  which conceded n e a r l y  every- 

t h n g  t h e  U. S. had wanted f o r  y e a r s .  22 Th i s  t r e a t y ,  which would have 
% .  

e n  t h e  U.S. v i r t u a l  c o n t r o l  ove'r Mexico, w a s  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  Mexican 

Congress and t h e  U.S. Senate .  The Mexican Congress d i d  n o t  wish  t o  s i g n  
- 

t h i s  t r e a t y  t h a t  gave away Mexico's sovere ign ty .  The U.S. Sena te  r e j e c t e d  

t h e  t r e a t y  because  t h e  North f e a r e d  tha't Mexican t e r r i t o r i e s  would b e  

absorbed by t h e  slave-owning South. 23 The New York Tr ibune a s s e r t e d  t h a t  
-4 

t h e  t r e a t y  was "a p l o t  o f  t h e  slave i n t e r e s t s  t o  &tend t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  

and augment t h e i r  popu la t ion .  1124 The American m i n i s t e r ,  Robert  McLane, 

ano ther  spokesman f o r  m a n i f e s t  d e s t i n y ,  h e l d  t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  t h e  3ua/rez - 
25 The government must s i g n  t h e  t r e a t y  o r  f a c e  an  Amerfdan invas ion .  

comprehensive McLane-Ocampo T r e a t y  inc luded  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  American p o r t s  

o f  e n t r y ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of  t r o o p s  and i a r  s u p p l i e s ,  t r a d e  r e c i p r o c i t y -  
a, 

4 
r e l i g i o u s ,  freedom f o r  American c i t i z e n s  i n  Mexico, American c i t i z e n s '  t 

B 
t 

exemption from payments o f  f o r c e d  l o a n s ,  t h e  U. S. right-of-way a c r o s s  t h e  tz, 

Isthmus of Tehuantepec i n  p e r p e t u i t y  and passage a c r o s s  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  

of Mexico, a l l  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  on ly  f o u r  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  h a l f  of which was 

* 26 
t o . b e  r e t a i n e d  t o  pay f o r  c la ims by American c i t i z e n s  a g a i n s t  Mexico. 

Mexico escaped American i n t e r v  on on ly  t n  f i n d  itself in  French i"( 
hands i n  1862. Napoleon 111, t a k i n g  advantage of a c h a o t i c  p o l i t i c a l  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  Mexico and a U.S. burdened by a c i v i l  war, landed French 
z 

t r o o p s  and set up t h e  puppet Maximilian f o r  a t r a g i c  f ive -year  i n t e r l u d e .  

% I r o n i c a l l y ,  even though in French hands,  Mexico w a s  once a g a i n  be ing  



--- - 

invaded by Americans who, during the  s h o r t  Maximilian r e ign ,  were 

welcomed t o  Mexico. Napoleon thought t h a t  Mexico could be  made i n t o  a 
L 

3 _ .  modern s t a t e  through la rge-sca le  immigration which would develop i ts  

n a t u r a l  resources  and provide leadersh ip ,  s t 2 b i l i t y ,  and prosper i ty .  

. -- 
74 
-?+ This a t t i t u d e  l e d  a number of ~ m e r i c a n s ;  l a rge ly  Confederates,  R e n t e r  

Sonora and Sinoloa i n k 6 2  and 1863 and inves t  f a p i t a l  t o t a l l i i g  $1 

t mi l l ion  i n  s i l v e r  and c pper minis and co t ton  p lan ta t ions .27  By 1865, 

! 
I .  four  c h a r t e r s  had been gran ted  f o r  colo&rat& companies a s ' t h e  r e s u l t  

' of a progxam headed by Confederate Comreodore M. F. Plaury who presented 

Maximilian with t he  i dea  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a "New Virginia"  i n  Mexico. 

Videspread p u b l i c i t y  helped t o  l u r e  thousands o f & q e r i c a n  

Southerners t o  Mexico during and a f t e r  t he .  ~ i v h  War. The Mexican Times, 

a semi-weekly newspaper operated by an ex-Confederate, served a s  a 
1 

mouthpiece f o r  ~ a x i m i l i a n ' s  grandiose schem . It began publ ishing i n  

Mexico,City i n  1865 and boasted of t he  g r e a t  opportunYties a v a i l a b l e  t o  

hard-working ,emigrants : 

This journa l  w i l l  be  devoted t o  the  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of the  
Mexican Empire. Its s p e c i a l  ob j ec t  w i l l  be  t o  advocate 
immigration and progress  i n  t he  f d l e s t  sense  of t h e  word... 
We s h a l l  urge with a l l  our in f luence ,  emigrants from the  
United S t a t e s  and Europe, who wish productive and r i c h  r Z 

lands,  t o  conie t o  this country without- delay,  and accept  
C 

t h e  very l i b e r a l  o f f e r s  now made by t h e  Imperia l  Government. 
Come and set t le where you can grow sugar cane, cof fee ,  . 
indigo,  co t ton ,  cacao, and ~ & a c m ,  w f t h  &t3 the t ropical .  
f r u f t s .  Come where the cl imate  i s  an e t e r n a l  spr ing ,  and where', 
s t r ange  ta say, t he re  are &evers--no epiderdcs o f  any 
kind,  except i n  t h e  t i e r r a - c a l i e n t e  country sf t h e  sea- 
coast .  Bring with you your engineers and mechanics, and sych 28 -1 
implements of husbandry a s  may serve  a s  p a t t e r n s  f o r  o the r s .  . . J 

" I 

h 

t +  



The French, l i k e  t h e  Americans b e f o r e  them, h e l d  t h e  Mexicans i n  

contempt and b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  Europeans and A m e r i c p s  possessed s k i l l s  

and kn6wledge f a r  s u p e r i o r  t o  any th ing  found i n  Mexico. There fo re ,  t h e  
F. ', 

French thought i t  of  'utmost importance t o  a t t r a c t  "whitett  s e t t l 4 s  who 

then waul$ serve a s  models t o  Mexicans. But because t h e  M e x i c a d  s t i l l  
* 

remembered t h e  l o s s  of Texas, t h e y  were uneasy about the 
d 

4 

newcomers. Aware of  t h e  unease,  .Maximilian r e s t r i c t e d  t 

t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of Mexico, hoping t o  p reven t  t h e  c o l o n i e s  from 

growing too populous. Among t h o s e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  ~ a x i m i l i a n '  s Mexico 

were s e v e r a l  prominent o f f i c i a l s  from t h e  de func t  Confederacy. Best- 

known, perhaps ,  was General  J o  Shelby who proposed t o  Maximilian a p lan  

t o  r e p l a c e  h i s '  s o l d i e r s  wi th  ~ o n f  e d e r a t h  t roops .  Maximilian d e c l i n e d  

t h e  o f f e r *  b u t  d i d  g i v e  t h e  Genera l  a v a l u a b l e  hacienda i n  c e n t r a l  Mexico. 29 

By 1867, however, Napoleon 111 was f a c i n g  domest ic  c r i s e s ,  a t h r e a t  

- o f  P r u s s i a n  invas ion  and,  m:re i i g n i f i c a n t l y ?  po in ted  a d v i c e  from American -4  
S e c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e  Seward t h a t  fie U.S. disapproved of French v i o l a t i o n  

of Hexican s o i l .  ~ e w a r d ' s  words were more t h a n  r h e t o r i c .  S i n c e  t h e i r  own 

war was over ,  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  was f r e e  t o  a c t .  Napoleon p u l l e d  o u t  h i s  . . 
i 

' f o r c e s  and t h e  J u a r i s t a s m d e f e a t e d  Maximilian 's  armies.  Meanwhile, t h e  

'Uni ted  S t a t e s  had begun t o  emphasize a p o l i c y  of emigra t ion  and c a p i t a l  

30 - 
-- 

iwes men t . 

JZ American Economic ~ & t r a t i o n  of Hcxico: D ~ Z  and H i s  American Arnigos 

r 
A s  e a r l y  a s  1821, Mexico had sought European and American c a p i t a l  t o  

revive i t s  mining i n d u s r r y ,  b u t  t h e s e - e a r l y .  investnlents  had been less Ehan . ' 



succes s fu l  as f requent  p u ~ t i c a l  d i s tu rbances ,  poor commurlication, and 

the French In t e rven t ion  combined t o  s c a r e  off  i nves to r s .  31 m e  

casmunication f a c i l i t i e s  were improved by t h e  1880's a s  numerous rail- 
'b 

roads were b u i l t  and the  mining indus t ry  aga in  looked i n v i t i n g - t o  would- 

b e  i nves to r s .  Thus i t  was t h a t  between 1885 and 1910, Mexico became t h e  

r e c i p i e n t  of American c a p i t a l  f o r  mine and r a i l  development. - - -- 

0 .  

During the Diaz e r a  (1876-1911), American c a p i t a l  poured i n t o  Mexico 

a t  an unprecedented - r a t e .  A t  t h e  time of ~ u a / r e z '  deathy i n  1872, t h e  
- 

h i t e d  S t a t e s  had been taking 36 per  cent  of Mexico's expor t s .  Four 
. . 

years l a t e r ,  the  f i g u r e  increased  t o  42 p e r  cent .  Midway through t h e  
C 

Diaz years ,  exports  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  had soared t o  75 per  cent .  
3 2 

I n  a sizilar manner, Mexican imports from t h e  Uni tes  S t a t e s  grew from 26 
f 

33 p e r  cen t  t o  56 pe r  cen t  i n  t h e  same time period.  Within 25 yea r s ,  over 

1,000 American companies and i n d i  dua ls  had inves ted  $500 m i l l i o n  and, Y 
toge ther  wi th  European dominated t h e  economic l i f e .  of t h e  

34 
nation. 

/ 
Diaz, under t he  influen-ce of a group of i n t e l l ec tuz i l s  called t h e  

/ 
c i e n r i f i c o s ,  b e l i e v e d . i n  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  of European and American c u l t u r e  

and eechnology. The c i e n t f i i c o s  as s tuden t s  of Auguste Comte and Herbert  

Spencer, he ld  t h a t  i f  Mexico were t o  become a modern i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  
.ST" 

i t  had t o  accept  be ing  ruled by a -whiteTT en l igh tened-c lass .  Their  

- z a f f q  was to amract as aucb foreZgn c a p i t a l  a s  poss ib le .  The i r  goa l  was 

t o  "zodernize1' and " c i v i l i z e "  Mexico. Quickest t o  t ake  advantage of ~ b z '  

p o l i c y  v e r e  American r a i l r o a d  b u i l d e r s  who had sought concessions s i n c e  

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  close of t h e  A m e r i c a n  C i v i l  War. They began t o  make 



- 
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headway by t h e  end of Diaz '  f i r s t  term i n  o f f i c e  and,  by 1902, r a i l r o a d s  

r e p r e s e n t e d  70 p e r  c e n t  o f -  t h e  t o t a l  American inves tment .  35 I n  t h a t  

y e a r ,  American h o l d i n g s  t o t a l l e d  $ 3 0 0 - m i l l i o n ;  they  climbed t o  $650 
-- 

m i v i o n  by 1911. 36 - Wifh some 16,000 m i l e s  of r a i l r o a d s ,  two- th i rds  of 
, 

which were c o n s t r u c t e d  by ~ m e r i c a n s ,  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  easy  and d i r e c t  move- 

4 - 
ment of passengers  and goods between t h e  two coun t , r i e s .  

3  7 
Th i s  brought 

* -- - 

t o u r i s t s ,  mining deve lopers ,  salesmen,  and adven ture r s  from t h e  United 
. - 

S t a t e s ,  compelling t h e  Mexican F i n a n c i e r s  t o  r e p o r t  i n  1884 t h a t  "Mexico 
, 

C i t y  conta ined more Americans than  a t  any o t h e r  time s i n c e  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  
\ ,  

/ 
of American t roops  i n  1848. "38 i i k e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  b u i l d e r s ,  mining 

deve lopers  brought l a r g e  sums of money, e f f i c i e n t  machinery, and . 
s u p e r i o r  s k i l l s  w i t h  them. 

With t h e  completion of t h e  Mexican C e n t r a l  ,Ra i l road ,  many Americans 

headed f o r  n o r t h e r n  Mexico t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  mines which had been almost  t o t a l l y  

neg lec ted  s i n c e  b e f o r e  1880. Within s i x  y e a r s ,  f o r t y  mining p r o p e r t i e s  were 

being worked.39 By 1902, American mining p r o p e r t i e s  had an  es t ima ted  

v a l u e  of $95 m i l l i o n ;  by 1911, i f  one included t h e  smel t ing  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  

v a l u e  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  $250 m i l l i o n . 4 0  The e l i m i n a t i o n  of t h e  Spanish l e g a l  

p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  s u b s o i l  wea l th  was t h e  p roper ty  of  t h e  state was one of t h e  

f a c t o r s  which a t t r a c t e d  t h e  enormous inves tments  necessa ry  t o  develop mining ; 

ano ther  f a c t o r  w a s  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t a x  consess ions  t o  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s .  
4 1 

I .  

Because of the v a s t  e n t s  of c a p i c a l  deeded, m-iaing a ' t c r a c h  g;i-t . 

American companies such a s  Batopilas,.,Anaconda, Greene-Cananea, United 
1 

S t a t e s  S t e e l ,  and t h e  American Smelt ing and Ref ine ry  Company. ' The l a t t e r ,  

headed by Danie l  Guggenheim, had come t o  Mexico i n  1890 because t h e  k 



McKinley t a r i f f  placed a  p r o h i b i t i v e  duty on imported lead  ores .  

Guggenheim received a  concession t o  bu i ld  a  s i l v e r  and l ead  smel te r  i n  
\ . . 

Monterey and the success of t h i s  venture  l e d  t o  t he  bu i ld ing  of o the r s  

u n t i l  the .~uggenheims '  American Smelting and Refinery Company monopolized 

42 
near ly  a l l  of nor thern Mexico. Another success s t o r y  was t h a t  of A.  R. 

Shepherd who bought t h e  Batopi las  mines i n  Chihuahua. Because of t h e  mines1 + 

i s o l a t i o n ,  Shepherd became the  v i r t u a l  r u l e r  of a t i g h t  l i t t l e  community. 

/ 

H i s  good f r i e n d ,  Diaz, never objected t o  shepherd's j u r i s d i c t i o n  wi th in  

Mexican t e r r i t o r y .  
4 4 

Although ~ i a z ,  i n  . h i s  d e s i r e  t o  modernize h i s  nat ion,  welcomed 

American s e t t l e r s  and encouraged land ownership, t h e  expected i n f l u x  of 

Americans never occurred. By 1912, t h e r e  were only l5,OOO Yankees 

r e s id ing  i n  Mexico. 
4 5 

While some small  landholders  d id  ex- i s t ,  the 

p a t t e r n  f o r  American holdings l a y  i n  t he  a c q u i s i t i o n  of g i g a n t i c  t r a c t s  

of land.  A Mexican law, passed i n  1883, c a l l e d - f o r  t h e  surveying, 
I 

46 * 

subdividing,  and s e t t l i n g  of pub l i c  lahds,  and t h i s  monumental t a s k  was 

en t rus ted  t o  many American companies. I n  exact ing payment f o r  . t h e i r  work, 

t h e  companies demanded and received one-third of t h e  land and an opt ion 

t o  buy t h e  o ther  two-thirds a t  s p e c i a l  ra t&.  47 The r e s u l t  of t h i s  

favored treatment was t h a t  r a i l r o a d  and mining companies purchased farms, 

ranches,  and timberlands a t  a  f r a c t i o n  of t h e i r r e a l  value.  George F. 

Bears t ,  f o r  example, bonght 200,000 acres f o r  twenty cen t s  an ac-rejand the 

Sonora Land and C a t t l e  Company owned 1,300,000 ac re s  i n  Sonora. 48 I n  1912, 

es t imates  placed t h e  worth of American landholdings a t  $50 t o  $80 mi l l ion .  
49 

By 1923, one- f i f th  of a l l  privately-owned land i n  Mexico was i n  foreign e p  

-.- 



5 0 
hands and one-half of t h i s  was cont ro l led  by Americans. 

i 

While American c a p i t a l  was invested mainly i n  r a i l r o a d s ,  mines, and 

land; - t h i s  by no means exhausted t h e  l ist  of investments.  Af te r  t h e  t u rn  

of t he  century,  o i l  became a major o u t l e t  f o r  American investment. 

According t o  an American Chamber of Commerce pub l i ca t ion  of 1942, the  

f i r s t  commercial production of petroleum i n  Mexico was brought about i n  

1 9 0 1 . ~ '  The year  be fo re  Edward L. Doheny, an American who received moral 

4 

support  and encouragement from the  government of Pres ident  P o r f i r i o  Diaz, 

had bought near ly  three-quar ters  of a mi l l i on  ac re s  near  Tampico f o r  

52 
about one d o l l a r  an ac re .  Other o i l  f i e l d s  were acquired by John D .  

Rockefel ler  and by the  B r i t i s h  f i rm of Pearson and Son headed by Lord 

Cowdray. These t h r e e  g i a n t s  became t h e  c o n t r o l l e r s  of Mexico's o i l  

production.  They were 

taxes  and only a smal l  

By the  end of t he  

ab l e  t o  acqui re  for tunes  a s  ~ e g i c o  demanded no 

53 
stamp duty. 

0 

Diaz regime, American companies con t ro l l ed  about 

70 per  cent  of t he  t o t a l  fo re ign  investment i n  Mexico and " ... t h e  United 

S t a t e s  had secured more of Mexico's t r a d e  than a l l  t h e  European na t ions  

toge ther  and was maintaining almost twice a s  many consulates  i n  hexico a s  

t h e  nea re s t  European r i v a l .  " 5 4  Railroad and mining accounted f o r  85 per  

cent  of American c a p i t a l  inves ted  i n  Mexico i n  1910 .~ '  The f i g u r e  given 

f o r  1912 f o r  t o t a l  American investment w a s  s l i g h t l y  over a b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  
56 



- -- 

The B i r th  of t he  American Colony i n  Mexico Ci ty  

The large-scale  economic pene t ra t ion  was accompanied by establishment 

of American settlements--though never on the  grand s c a l e  envisioned by 

# 

Diaz. The l a r g e s t  number of Americans s e t t l e d  i n  Mexiao Ci ty ,  al though a s  

l a t e  a s  1889 only 250 t o  300 were bel ieved t o  r e s i d e  there .  By 1894, 

5 7 
t he re  were between 600 and 700 s c a t t e r e d  thr;ughout t h e  c i t y .  , 

Although the  American Benevolent Society (1868), t h e  Union Evangelical  

Church ( l873) ,  and t h e  American Hospi ta l  (1886) had been e s t ab l i shed ,  

t he re  e x i s t e d  no s i n g l e  meeting p l ace  where t he  r e s i d e n t s  could meet 

s o c i a l l y  o r  discuss  business  mat te rs .  To remedy t h l s  l ack ,  A. B. 

Ingalsbee c i r c u l a t e d  a p e t i t i o n  among h i s  fellows request ing s igna tu re s  

from those who wished t o  become c h a r t e r  members of t h e  American Club. 
58 

Onehundred names were gathered and s e v e r a l  conferences held, and t h e  

American Club came i n t o  ex is tence  i n  1895.~' Major expenses of t h e  club c \ 

were underwrit ten by members who were required t o  buy 0-ne sha re  of s tock  i 
\ 

f o r  $100 and pay annual dues of $100. 

I n  1890, t h e r e  was only one English-language newspaper i n  Mexico 
r - 

City bu t ,  by 1901, f i v e  English pub l i ca t ions  were i n  p r i n t  and the  colony's 

c lubs  had increased t o  nine.  I n  1898 t h e  . . American School was founded. 

By 1910, t h e  more than 3,008 Americans l i v i n g  i n  Mexico Ci ty  made up t h e  

second l a r g e s t  fore ign  colony, surpassed i n  numbers only by t h e  Spaniards. 
%. 

On the  whole, h 3 i c a n s  were e i t h e r  a t tached t o  American f i rms  o r  w e r e  

independent busingssmen. And i f  colony members d e l i b e r a t e l y  i s o l a t e d  

themselves from the  mainstream of Mexican soc i e ty ,  they s t i l l  had Mexican . 
1 

contac ts .  Diaz, f o r  example, was an honorary member of s e v e r a l  American 



> - 
organiza t ions  and many o the r  highly-placed Mexi-can off-icials pi~~iSt-zipa-+ - -  

60 
i n  American s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

The End of an Era 

v 
In s p i t e  of - a /  sk i l l -apparen t  over t  f r i endsh ip  f o r  Americans, many v' 

3 -\ 
Mexican in te l1ec tGals  a n 3 d o n e r s  were h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  continuing 

I 
American economi'; i n f i l t r a t i o n .  Anti-Yankee sent iments  became not ice-  

ab l e  i n  t he  Mqxican press .  I n  t h e  l a t e  18801s,  a right-wing jou rna l ,  - 

, expressed i t s  f e a r  of ~ e x i c o ' s  subjugat ion t o  t h e  U.S.  and - 
t h e  Cathol ic  E l  Tieg~po accused Americans of propagating Pro tes tan t i sm i n  

J 

~ e x i c o  . 61 'Such i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a s  h d r &  Molina Enriquez and Carlos 

Pereyra warned of t he  dangers of fo re ign  domination.62 Although 

managing t o  s i l e n c e  a t tempts  by t h e  p re s s  t o  c r i t i c i z e  h i s  p o l i c i e s ,  %z 

and h i s  min i s t e r s  were becoming increas ing ly  apprehensive over American 
.a 

/ 

economic dominance. With' t h i s  i n  mind, Diaz t r i e d  t o  counteract  

American inf luence  by grant ing railway and o i l  concessions t o  England's 

63 
Lord Cowdray a t  t he  beginning of t he  century. When JOS: Libantour,  t h e  

/ 

Minister  OF F i n a n b s u a d e d  Diaz t o  adopt a more r e s t r i c t i v e  r a i l road  
.. -_ . 

pol icy ,  t h i d  l ed  i n  1911 t o  a p a r t i a l  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  r a i l r o a d s ,  

with t h e  Mexican government buying f i f ty-one per  cen t  of t he  r a i l r o a d  

s tocks.  
6 4  

0 

~ i a r '  at tempt t o  ga in  con t ro l  over ~ e x i c o ' s  economy f a i l e d  when the. 

Revolution broke out  and he decided t o  res ign .  During t h e  revolut ionary - 

years ,  1910-20, an t i - fore ign  f e e l i n g  increased: The Americans, whose 

t o t a l  d i r e c t  invektments i n  the  Mexican economy exceeded those of n a t i v e  
-=4 1 
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c a p i t a l ,  were f a v o u r i t e  t a r g e t s  of cri t , icism. This ,  toge ther  with t he  p o l i c i e s  
c- 

adopted, by the  U.S. o f f i c i a l s  during t h e  Revolution, worsened the  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  two countr ies .  Pres ident  T a f t ,  pursuing a  po l icy  
b I 

of n e u t r a l i t y - i n  response t o  ~ e x l c a n  c i v i l  un re s t ,  was undermined by h i s  
, 

ambassador t o  Mexico, Henry Lane Wilson. Wilson was hoping and working 
, 

f o r  an American i i i terventibn i n  Mexicb. Jest two days befo=e Pres ident  . 
t - 

Diaz' res igna t ion ,  h i s  convict ion t h a t  American l i v e s  and p rope r t i e s  

were jeopardized l e d  him t o  organize an ADS and Ammunition Committee i n  

t he  American colony. 66 Ten months l a t e r ,  Wilson, on behalf  of t he  ' 
1 

* 

committee, i)equested t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  Department supply the colony with 

1,000 r i f l e s  p lus  ammunition t o  he lp  Americans p r o t e c t  themselves. 
6 7 

II * *  

Though Pres ident  t o  adhere t o  h i s  "no arms export  t o  Mexico" 
t ,' r /  

pol icy ,  t he  rtment pressured him t o  make an exception f o r  
/ -. 

Americans i n  Mexico City.  I r o n i c a l l y ,  by t h e  time t h e  suppl ies  reached 

~ e x i c o  City t h e  major i ty  of Americans had locked up t h e i r  houses and 

taken advantage of t he  U.S. guarantee t o  secure  t h e i r  passage 
rl - 

from the  po r t  of Veracruz t o  t6 U.S. 

The Mexican press  was extremely c r i t i c a l  of t h i s  arms importat ion 

and charged t h a t  t h e  U.S. wa,s planning an invasion of Mexico. The f e a r  of 

an American invasion a s  we l l  a s  Henry Lane Wilson's h o s t i l i t y  toward the  

Madero government a n d - h i s  implicat ion i n  Madero's a s sa s s ina t ion ,  

cr 
i n i t i a t e d  waves of Wilson vigorously re inforced  the  

image of t he  a r rogant  and meddling gringo. Af t e r  1913, U.S.-Mexican 

r e l a t i o n s  became even more tense.  Pres ident  Woodrow Wilson - 
Ambassador Wilson, had no d e s i r e  t o  f i g h t  U.S. businessmen's b a t t l e s  i)i 
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Mexico b u t  he d i d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  U.S. should a c t  l i k e  a  b i g  b r o t h e r  t o  

Mexico and h e l p  i t  s e t t l e  i t s  c i v i l  d i s o r d e r s .  H i s  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  p o l i c i e s  

r esu l t ed  i n  t h e  1914 occupa t ion  of Veracruz,  a  b lunder  which n e a r l y  

s t a r t e d  a  war between t h e  two n a t i o n s ,  Wilson's  p o l i c i e s  caused v i o l e n t  

anti-American sen t iments  throughout Mexico. 6 8 
- i 

I n  t h e  1917 Mexican C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h e s e  anti-American sen t iments  

were o f f i c i a l l y  sanc t ioned .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  U.S. businessmen 

w a s  A r t i c l e  27 which aimed t o  c u r t a i l  f o r e i g n  i n f l u e n c e  by d e c l a r i n g  

Mexico s ownership of a l l  subsur f  a c e  minera l  d e p o s i t s .  69 A r t i c l e  33, 

which gave t h e  Mexican p r e s i d e n t  f u l l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e p o r t  unwanted 

.-- f o r e i g n e r s ,  a l s o  w a s  des igned t o  p r o t e c t  Mexico from f o r e i g n  domination. 
7 0 

Following t h e  1917 C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a  tug-of-war s t a r t e d  between t h e ' ~ e x i c a n  

government and t h e  powerful  f o r e i g n  o i l .  companies. Venustiano Carranza ,  

* +' 
whose popular  suppor t  was-based p a r t l y  on h i s  promise t o  minimize 

f o r e i g n  i n f l u e n c e ,  was prevented by t h e  o i l  companies from app ly ing  t h e  

7 1 / 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  because  of a  money s h o r t a g e .  When h i s  s u c c e s s o r , - A l v a r o  

/ 
Obregon, r e f u s e d  t o  guaran tee  t h e  p roper ty  r i g h t s  of t h e  o i l  companies, 

t h e  U.S. government wi thhe ld  r e c o g n i t i o n  of h i s  regime. The U.S. f i n a l l y  

recognized 0breg6n i n  1923 when he  guaranteed t h e  o i l  companies lperpetual  

r i g h t s  t o  p r o p e r t i e s  acgu i red  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1917 C o n s t i t u t i o n .  But two 

/ 

y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  Mexican government under P l u t a r c o  E l i a s  Calles l i m i t e d  t h e  

o i l  companiesf p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  t o  50 y e a r s .  T h i s  law was a l t e r e d  through 

t h e  e f f o r t s  of Ambassador Dwight Morrow and once a g a i n  t h e  o i l  companies 
\ - 

had t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  guaranteed i n  p e r p e t u i t y .  



The o i l  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  on ly  economic a c t i v i t y  which s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

inc reased  i n  v a l u e  i n  t h e  1 9 m 9 2 9  per iod ,  p laced t h e  f o r e i g n  o i l  

companies\ in an e x c e l l e n t  p o s i t i o n  t o  b a r g a i n  w i t h  t h e  Mexican governments. 
t 

The U .  S. o i h i n v e s t m e n t  , f o r  example, inc reased  t en- fo ld  whereas most 
- 

o t h e r  inves tments  i n  Mexico d e c l i n e d .  72 But from t h e  l a t e  1920 's  through 
1L- ) 

t h e  19301s ,  t o t a l  U.S. inves tments  dropped. One reason  f o r  t h i s  was ?he A 

7 

1929 Depression.  Because t h e  o i l  companies f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  

7 3 
r i g h t s  would be  r e s f r i c t e d  o r  a b o l i s h e d ,  U.S. petroleum inves tment  

74 
dec l ined  f r o m $ 2 0 6 m i l l i o n  i n 1 9 2 9 t o  $ 6 9 m i l l i o n i n 1 9 3 6 .  The t h i r d  

and p o s s i b l y  most ' important  r eason  f o r  t h e  wi thdrawal  of much U.S. 

. 75 
c a p i t a l  w a s  ~ & a r o  ca)rdenasl economic na t iona l i sm.  

The Mexican S e t t i n g  : The ~ Q z a r o  ~ ~ r d ~ n a s  Admin i s t ra t ion ,  1934-1940 

0 
Whereas C a r d e n a ~ ' ~ p r e d e c e s s o r s  had p d i d  l i p  service t o  t h e  g o a l s  of 

/ 
t h e  Mexican Revolut ion,  Cardenas ' spen t  h i s  s i x  p r e s i d e h t i a l  y e a r s  t r a n s f  e r r i q  

--f 
I * 

t h e  1917 C o n s t i t u t i o n  from paper  t o  realid. This  r e a l i t y ,  which m e a n t  t h e  

r e k i n d l i n g  of ap almost  f o r g o t t e n  r e v o l u t i o n ,  c r e a t e d  a n  atmosphere of  

s u s p i c i o n ,  i f  n o t  o u t r i g h t  f e a r ,  w i t h i n  t h e  American.colony. According t o  

* 
Ambassador Josephus D a n i e l s ,  an  a r d e n t  s u p p o r t e r  and admirer of  Cardenas, 

4 

t h e  American colony h a t e d  both  Cardenas and Roosevel t .  7 6 

By 1940, according t o  o f f i c i a l  Mexican s t a t i s t i c s ,  American c i t i z e n s  

numbered 3,839. However, t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  recorded a n ' a d d i t i o n a l  1 ,761  
a.. 

Americans who, by 1940, had ob ta ined  Mexican c i t i z e n s h i p ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  t o t a l  



\ 

a, - / 0 
number of Americans i n  Mexico &ty t a  !5,600 by t h e  end of Lazaro Cardenas'  

* - 
pres idency.  But g e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  American colony remained s m a l l '  through- , 

o u t  t h e  1930's  and n o t  u n t i l  t h e  p o s t  World Wac I1 era d i d  t h e  eolony 

expand s u b , s t a n t i a l l y .  b 

The American colony,  which had been h i g h l y  favoured by P o r f i r i o  

/ / 

Diaz, d i d  n o t  f i n d  t h e  Lazaro ca tdenas  regime t o  i t s  l i k i n g  and a s  t h e  

Cardenas y e a r s  unfolded,  t h e  k n e r i c a n  community i n  Mexico C i t y  became 

increas ingl-y  a l i e n a t e d  from Mexican government c i r c l e s .  It w a s  a s  if 

/ 
t h e  American colony withdrew i n t o  i t s  s h e l l  w h i l e  hoping t h e  Cardenas e r a  

would q u i c k l y  pas,s . 

The &denas p res idency ,  which began December 1, 1934, proved t o  b e  a 

, d e w  era f o r  Mexican p e a s a n t s  and l a b o u r e r s  and c r e a t e d  a resurgence  of - 
Mexican na t iona l i sm.  This  regime,  which favoured l a b o u r  more than i n d u s t r y  

and promoted s e c u l a r  educa t ion  over  church guidance,  l e f t  t h e  Americans 

* 
The accuracy of t h e  Mexican o f f i c i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  i s  somewhat d o u b t f u l .  
What i s  confus ing is t h a t  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  determining t h e  number of , 

Americans v a r i e s f r o m  one census y e a r  t o  t h e  n e x t .  For  ins t?nce ,  t h e  1930 
, Censo d e  Poblacion (p.64) states t h a t  3,903 Americans r e s i d e d  i n  Mexico 

C i t y  and t h a t  280 Uni ted  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s  had ob ta ined  Mexican c i t i z e n s h i p  
by 1930 (p.63).  It -is no t  c l e a r ,  however, whether o r  n o t  t h o s e  280 a t e  
inc luded  i n  t h e  3,903 f i g u r e  s i n c e  t h i s  t o t a l  is  c a t e g o r i z e d  as Americans 

/ 
i n s t e a d  of U.S. c i t i z e n s .  Conversely,  t h e  1940 Censo de  Poblacion s t a t e s  
t h a t  3,839 U.S. c i t i z e n s  r e s i d e d  i n  Mexico C i t y  (p.20) and t h a t  1 , 7 6 1  
Americans had rece ived  Mexican c i t i z e n s h i p s .  It would appear  then  t h a t  5,600 
Americans l i v e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  by t h e  end of  1940. This  would i n  e f f e c t  'mean 
t h a t  t h e  1930-1940 per iod  saw t h e  American colony grow by about  one- th i rd .  
T h i s  i s  u n l i k e l y  cons ide r ing  American businessmen's  uneas iness  about  t h e  
d r d e n a s  regime. Thus, e i t h e r  t h e  1930 s t a t i s t i c  i s  too  low o r  t h e  1940 
s t a t i s t i c  i s  too high.  
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i n  Mexico City u n c e r t a n  a s  t o  Mexico's p o l i t i c a l  des t iny .  Generally,  

r i g h t i s t s ,  moderates and l e f t i s t s ,  i n s i d e  and outsi&'Mexico, bel ieved 

/ 
t h a t  Cardenas was converting Mexico i n t o  a s o c i a L i s t i c  s t a t e .  This 

convict ion was%ased on the p re s iden t ' s  personal  behaviour a s  we l l  a s  on 

h i s  government's labour  p o l i c i e s ,  ag ra r i an  reforms, reorganiza t ion  of t he  

o f f i c i a l  p o l i t i c a l  pa r ty ,  s o c i a l i s t i c  educat ional  goa ls  and i t s  confront- 
- 

a t i o n  with fore ign  o i l  investors . .  - 

# 
American colony r e ~ i d e n t ~ s  bel ieved t h a t  cardenas '  pe r sona l i t y  and 

the  empathy he displayed i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  Mexic@'s workers accounted 
'i 

f o r  h i s  ant i -business  a t t i t u d e  and h i s  general  unwill ingness t o  acqui re  

f r i e n d s  i n  the American colony. Unlike previous Mexican pres idents  and 

' .  
many of h i s  c lo ses t  p o l i t i c a l  a l l i e s ,  he was un in te res ted  i n  personal  power. 

, 

He l ived  and dressed modestly and had an aura  of peasant s to i c i sm 

which mad; him appear unresponsive. Although ~ i r d e n a s  apparent ly  believed 

t h a t  fore igners  could con t r ibu te  t o  Mexico's economic wel l -being, ,he  

refused t o  c a t e r  t o  them. Ins tead ,  h i s  time and e f f o r t  went i n t o  tour ing  

the  na t ion  while  handing out advice t o  governors and peasants  a l i k e .  

I n  s p i t e  of cardenas '  humanitarianism, &is preoccupation with t h e  

wel fa re  of Mexico's masses annoyed and f r igh tened  the  members of t h e  

American colony. The Americans were e spec i a l ly  d i sgus ted  with  t h e  ntimber 

of s t r i k e s  which d is turbed  Mexico's c i v i l  peace. Between 1935 and 1938, 

+ t h e  average year ly  nuder of strikes was no fewer than 732. 77 But the b a s i c  

aim of t h e  Mexican government's Six Year Plan was t o  reorganize t h e  

country 's  economy f o r  t he  b e n e f i t  of i t s  workers. The labour  s e c t i o n  of 

the  Six Year Plan i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  importance the government placed on 



~ e x i c o ' s  workers. I n  i r  workers and farmers a r e  s a ~ ~ ~ c O m p o S e t ~ ~ m ~  
I 

s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t s  of Mexico's population.  The "Manifesto of the  National 

Executive Committee of t he  Nat ional  Revolutionary Pa r ty  t o  t h e  P r o l e t a r i a n  

Classes of ~ e x i c o "  i n  1933' makes the  same poin t .  The manifesto po in t s  
, 

out t h a t ,  " there  i s  t h e  f i rmes t  i n t e n t i o n  of giying organizedolabour every 

a i d  and comfort w i th in  the  means of our p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t e .  tt78 

Although Mexican governments had been notor ious f o r  making 
* 

/ 
i d e a l i s t i c  statements. which i n  p r a c t i c e  no one ca r r i ed  ou t ,  Cardenas 

B 
kep't h i s  promises t o  labour .  H e  supported labour  ou t  of personal  convict ion 

and p o l i t i c a l  necess i ty .  Mekcan workers, i n  h i s  opinion, were being t. 

explo i ted  by fore ign  companies and needed the  p ro t ec t ion  of the  f e d e r a l  

government. Because h i s  government was attempting t o  b e t t e r  t he  worker's 

l o t ,  t he  worker's support  had t o  be  won. Some success  was achieved when' 

1 
Cardenas received t h e  support  of labour leader  Vicente Lombardo Toqedano 

5 
aga ins t  Cal les  i n  1935. Lombardo, who had s p l i t  away from t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i n g  

/ I 
Confederacion Regional Obrera Mexicana (C.R.O.M.) t o  .form t h e  Confederacion 

f 
General de Obreros y.Campesinos de Mexico (C.G.O.C.M.) i n  1933, was 

0 

f 
w i i l i n g  t o  support  t h e  Cardenas government i n  r e t u r n  f o r  i t s  support  of 

' 

labour  i n  i t s  s t r u g g l e  aga ins t  c a p i t a l .  Therefore,  i n  1936, when the  

/ 
Mexican labourers  were reorganized i n t o  the  Confederacion de Trabadjadores 

I 
de Mexico (C.T.M) under Lombardo's l eadersh ip ,  t h i s  labour organiza t ion  

I 
became one of the  major bulwarks of t h e  Cardenas government. According 

f l  
t o  Joe Ashby, the  major p r i n c i p l e  of t h e  Cardenas labour  theory was t h a t  

t h e  government bel ieved t h a t  i t  was i ts  r o l e  t o  a c t  a s  t he  a r b i t e r  i n  

t h e  c o n f l i c t  between labour and c a p i t a l  with labour being t h e  benefactor  - 
7 9 f 

i n  most d i sputes .  Thus, Cardenas, who believed i n  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  working 



class to ob ta in  its skit* s f  s a c f e t ~ s p r o ~ ~ s ~ ~  prepared t o  g ive  

I d 
f u l l  support  t o  t h i s  s e c t o r  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  i t s  loya; support  of h i s  regime 

- 
I 

and a t  t h e  expense of ignoring the needs of the  middle c l a s s  and the  foreign 

inves to r s .  

/ 
Another brop of t h e  Cardenas adminis t ra t ion  was t h e  organiza t ion  of " 

L\ 

peasants .  Although Americans i n  Mexico ' c i ty  were not, d i r e c t l y  threatened C )  

- - - -- - 

by the govern men^'^ land d i s t r i b u t i o n  program they saw, i n  Cardenas 
1 

r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  of ag ra r i an  lands ,  an a t t a c k  on p r i v a t e  proper ty  and a 

s t e p  toward a . s o c i a l F s t i s  s t a t e .  Xuch t o  t h e  disgqy  of fo re igne r s ,  a s  . 

I ' 0  

w e l l  as middle and upper elass Xexicans, Cardenas, : i n  following t h e  b a s i c  

p r inc ip l e s  of t he  S,ix Year Plan i n  regard t o  t he  peasants ,  succeeded i n  

breaking the  power of the  hacendados. When he l e f t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  

o f f i c e  i n  1940, he had r e d i s t r i b u t e d  70 per  cent  of t h e  t o t a l  land d i s t r i b u t e d  

s ince  the   evolution." H e  r e d i s t r i b u t e d  more than 10 per  cen t  of 

~ e x i t o '  s e n t i r e  t e r r i t o r y  and t h r e e  t i m e s  i s  much a s  had been- d i s t r i b u t e d  

8 1 , / 
by ag ra r i an  reforms by a l l  h i s  predecessors.  The core  of Cardenas: agrar ian  

po l icy  was rhe e j i d g  system whTch was based on t h e  rand being he ld  and 

worked c o l l e c t i v e l y  by peasants .  With t h i s  ob jec t ive  i n  mind, he 

attempted t o  d i r e c t  h i s  agrar ian ' re forms  toward t h e  organiza t ion  of l a r g e  

co-operative farms f o r  the  production of commercial crops on a p r o f i t -  
' 

shar ing  model. 

I 
While Cardenas envisioned t h i s  type of land organiza t ion  - - f o r  a l l  of 

- - 
r u r a l  Mexico, he  f e l l  sho r t  of h i s  grand v i s i o n  because of a rider of 

problems. Unfortunately,  h i s  lacked the  necessary funds t o  

furn ish  the  peasants with t echn ica l  knowledge, c r e d i t ,  seed,  animals, and 



mekineq.;  hedtm?. M e a p  was .tkt *he i- 
- 

of land but  f a c t o r i e s ,  machinery, o r  l i ve s tock  h a d . t o  be paid f o r  wi th  

cash t o  t h e  hacendados. 82 Consequently t he ,  processing p l a n t s ,  i n  most 

ins tances ,  remained i n  t h e  hands of t he  hacendados and t h e  peasants  

remained a t  the  mer-cy of t h e i r  former masters.  For t h e  peasant ,  t h i s  

newly won freedom was of ten ,  i n  a s t r i c t  ma te r i a l  sense,  an i l l u s i o n .  -. 

Furthermore, as  Stavexihagen po in t s  ou t ,  t h e  s t ruggle  aga ins t  la t%fuCdiZ-  

i n  Mexico was never d i r ec t ed  aga ins t  p r i v a t e  proper ty iper  s e  bu t  aga ins t  

excessive concent ra t ions .  Thus, between 1930 and 1940, t h e  number of 

?ri;at&ly owned farm u n i t s  doubled from 600,000 t o  1.2 Although 

/ 
the  peasant ' s  ma te r i a l  l o t  d id  no t  improve much during the  Cardenas 

adminis t ra t ion ,  a t  l e a s t  he recognized the  peasant a s  a v i t a l  fo rce  wi th in  t h e  

na t ion  which r a i s ed  h i s  expectat ion of  f u t u r e  b e n e f i t s .  Moreover, t he  

peasant ' s  l o c a l  e j i d o  organiza t ion  became amember of t he  s t a t e ,peasan t  

# 

league which, i n  1938, was un i ted  i n t o  t h e  Confederacion Nacional Campesino, 

# 
one of t h e  t h ree  p i l l a r s  of t h e  Cardgnas regime, 

/ 
The workers, another  p i l l a r  of t h e  Cardenas government, w e r e  formally 

recognized by h i s  government i n  1938 when the  P a r  t i d o  Nacional ~ e v o l u e i & n a r i o  

(P.N.R.) was reorganized. The P.N.R., based on geographic and i nd iv idua l  

membership, was then replaced by t h e  Pa r t i do  de l a  ~ e v o l u c i d n  .Mexicans 

(P.R.M.). 84  he P . R.X. .was divided i n t o  four  sectors-- labcur ,  ag ra r i an ,  
- - 

military, and popular. The popular s e c t o r ,  i n s i g d f i c a n t  compared t o  t h e  

85 
-- -- - - - 

o the r  t h ree ,  was made up mainly of government employees. 

To con t ro l  t he  four  s e c t o r s  of the  P.R.M., t h e  &denas 



- - - - -- - - - -- - - -- - -- 

poliFy was t o  keep them separated.-  Thus, t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  o f f i c i a l  

p a r t y  f a i l e d  t o  c r e a t e  a more democrat ic  p o l i t i c a l  system a s  ~ g r d e A a s  

cont inued t h e  p a t e r n a l  r u l e  of h i s  p redecessors  and s t reng thened  r a t h e r  

than weakened the power of t h e  p res idency .  

/ 
Cardenas, r e a l i z i n g  t h e  import&e of u n i t y  w i t h i n  Mexico's working 

c l a s s  i n  o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  ou t  h i s  government's s o c i a l  reform programs, 
f .  

- - - A  

recognized t h a t . a  p e a c e f u l  d e t e n t e  w i t h  ~ e x l c o ' s  C a t h o l i c  Church, which 

s t i l l  in f luenced  Mexican p e a s a n t s ,  w a s  v i t a l .  
86 

The mosk c o n t e n t i o u s  

3: 
i s s u e  between the S t a t e  and t h e  Church was t h e  r i g h t  t o  educa te  t h e  

/ 
n a t i o n ' s  c h i l d r e n .  The Cardenas a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  promoted t h e  S o c i a l i s t i c  

Education Law of 1934, t h e  opening paragraph ( A r t i c l e  3) of which reads :  

"the state s h a l l  impart s o c i a l i s t i c  educa t ion , . and  b e s i d e s  exc lud ing  

a l l  r e l i g i o u s  t each ing  educa t ion  s h a l l  combat f a n a t i c i s m  and p r e j u d i c e .  

To t h i s  end every  schoo l  s h a l l  o r g a n i z e  i ts  curr iculum and a c t i v i t i e s  s o  

as t o  permit  t h e  young t o  develop a r a t i o n a l  and a c c u r a t e  n o t i o n  of t h e  
\ 

,187 universe  and of s o c i a l  f i f e .  

/ 
By 1935, Cardenas recognized t h a t  h i s  s o c i a l i s t i c  educa t ion  law was 

unpopular with devout C a t h o l i c s  and c r e a t e d  more f r i c t i o n  with the Church 

than he could  a f f o r d .  H e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  Church's s u p p o r t ,  which h e  had 

received a g a i n s t  C a l l e s  i n  1935,was s t i l l  needed and i n  t h a t  y e a r  h e  
\ 

modified h i s  p o l F c i s  tavard the Church in return f ~ r  1x6 support of his 

government . 8 8 
For i a s t a n c e ,  t o  appease the Church he p r e ~ i ~ ~ ~  

law which had been passed t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  sending of r e l i g i o u s  materials 

8 9 
by mil. Also, .he replaced t h e  a n t i - r e l i g i o u s  Canabal with the pro- 

C a t h o l i c  C e d i l l a  i n  t h e  E n i s t r y  of A g r i c u l t u r e .  Moreover, h e  r e p e a t e d l y  



- 
- -- -- - - 

s t r e s s e d  i n  p u b l i c  t h a t  h i s  government only was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  combating 

. s 

r e l i g i o u s  f a n a t i c i s m  and t h a t  i t  would t o l e r a t e  r e l i g i o n  a s  long.-as i t  
1 

/ w a s  conf ined t o  t h e  home. The Cardenas regime e s p e c i a l l y  wanted t h e  
L 

Church , to r e f r a i n  from i n t e r f e r i n g  i n  i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s .  Although 

a t o t a l  p e a c e f u l  co-exis tence  never  was reached between t h e  Church and 

/ 
t h e  Cardenas government, t h e  c o n f l i c t . w a s  minimal compared t o  t h e  

C a l l e s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

, - / . *  

American colony members viewed Cardenas' c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  Church 

and h i s  educa t ion  p o l i c i e s  as one more s i g n  t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  was 

a t t empt ing  t o  c r e a t e  a .  s o c i a l i s t i c  s t a t e .  The AmerYcan school '  i n  Mexico 
/ I' 

C i t y ,  l i k e  o t h e r  s c h o o l s ,  was from t ime t o  t ime s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s c r u t i n y  

of t h e  government s c h o o l  i n s p e c t o r s .  Never the less ,  t h e s e  i n s p e c t i o n  t o u r s  

d i d  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  t h r e a t e n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  American schoo l .  Though 

t h e  Mexican government i n  1935 ~ t t e m p t e d  t o  impose 'spanish and t h e  Mexican 

schoo l  curr iculum on t h e  American School,  . t h i s  w a s  prevented by ~ m b a s s a d o r  

Dan ie l s  ' i n t e r v e n t i o n .  

But t h e  1938 o i l  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  shocked colony members who could 

/ 
n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Cardenas would e l i m i n a t e  such an  impor tant  and e f f i c i e n t  

f o r e i g n  i n d u s t r y .  Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e  o i l  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  gave rise t o  * 

much a n x i e t y  w i t h i n  t h e  colony because  i t s  members f e a r e d  t h a t  o t h e r  Arnerican- 

owned e n t e r p r i s e s  would be  n a t i o n a l i z e d .  The American o i l  men w i t h i n  t h e  

colony and t h e i r  f r i e n d s  viewed t h e  o i l  t a k e o v e r  as a  c l u p y  and u 

economic move on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Mexican government. A f t e r  a l l ,  

/ 

along w i t h  o t h e r  f o r e i g n e r s ,  had been i n v i t e d  by P o r f i r i o  Diaz t o  

e x p l o i t  ~ e x i c o ' s  o i l  r e s e r v e s  and t e c j m i c a l l y  t h e y  had performed an 



A 

e f f e c t i v e  job .  
90 

Also,  t h e  Americans could  p o i n t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
c- 

Mexican o i l  workers were h i g h l y  pa id  compared t o  o t h e r  workers i n  Mexico. 

W. E .  McMahan, American Vice-pres ident  of Huasteca Petroleum Co TY and 
a  Mexico C i t y  r e s i d e n t ,  expressed t h e  g e n e r a l  v iewpoint  of t h e  Americans 

when, s i x  weeks a f t e r  t h e  o i l  take-over h e  s a i d ,  

" i f  worke-rs had been l e f t  f r e e  from t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of 
p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a t i o n  and from c o n s t a n t  e f f o r t  of t h e  ' 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s  t o  c r e a t e  d i s c o n t e n t  among them, 
wi th  t h e  o b j e c t  of b r i n g i n g  about  government ownership, 
t h e r e  would have been no occas ion f o r  any t r o u b l e  
between t h e  s y n d i c a t e s  and t h e  o i l  companies b u t  

,191 r e v o l u t i b n a r y  l e a d e r s  wanted tu rmoi l  and t r o u b l e .  
/ 

However, McMahan p resen ted  a s i m p l i s t i c  p i c t u r e  of t h e  d i s p u t e ,  n e g l e c t i n g  
Sr 

t o  mention t h a t  most of t h e  o i l  and a l l  of  t h e  p r o f i t s  from t h e  i n d u s t r y  

went abroad,  l e a v i n g  l i t t l e  behind i n  Mexico beyond r o y a l t i e s  o n . l a n d ,  

minor t a x e s ,  and wages. 
9  2 + 

Although t h e  American o i l  companies wanted t h e i r  government's 

/ 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  overthrow t h e  Cardenas regime, t h e i r  d e s i r e s  w e r e  never  r e a l i z e d  

because t h e  Roosevelt  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  i t  would n o t  suppor t  

a r e v o l t  i n  ~ e x i c . 0 . ~ ~  Also ,  i t  should  b e  po in ted  o u t  t h a t  o t h e r  f o r e i g n  

e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  s i l v e r ,  copper, and o t h e r  minera l s  were l e f t  untouched by 

94 1 
t h e  e x p r o p r i a t i o n .  Cardenas, who recognized Mexico's dependency on f o r e i g n  

c a p i t a l  and t e c h n i c i a n s ,  was too a s t u t e  a  p o l i t i c i a n  t o  d e s t r o y  Mexico's 

c a p i t a l i s t i c  economy; n a t e r t h e f e s s  h e  t augh t  f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s  t h a t  they had t o  

play by h i s  r u l e s  i f  they wished t o  do b u s i n e s s  i n  Mexico. 

The o i l  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  which c r e a t e d s n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  f o r  t h e  t i m e  be ing ,  

/ 
gave Cardenas pe r sona l  p r e s t i g e ,  b u t  c o s t  Mexico d e a r l y .  The f o r e i g n  



business s e c t o r  became uncer ta in  a s  t o  which course  t o  pursue,  o i l  

earnings dropped, and a considerable  f l i g h t  of c a p i t a l  occurred.  Sanford 

Mosk a s s e r t s  t h a t  hoarding a s  we l l  a s  c a p i t a l  f l i g h t  had ill e f f e c t s  on 

the Mexican economy because these  funds which w'ent abroad perhaps would 

have been used f o r  long term investment i n  indus t ry .  
95 Anotf e r  and more 

no t i ceab le  e f f e c t  -of the. expropr ia t ion  was t h e  ,ensuing economic slowdown 

and i n f l a t i o n .  I n f l a t i o n  was f u r t h e r  aggravated by the  need t o  import 

food due t o  a decreas'e i n  the  product iv i ty  of t he  newly d i s t r i b u t e d  
,f . 

- 96 
agrar ian  lands.  Moreover, the economic~boycott  of Mexican o i l  by the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  severe ly  damaged the  Mexican economy. Th,e r e s u l t  ,of t he  
. . 

/ 
o i l  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  was t h a t  Cardenas had t o  change h i s  p o l i c i e s  because 

h i s  government now had fewer funds with which t o  cont inue t h e  ag ra r i an  

land re f  o m s  and the-  f i g h t  f o r  labour aga ins t  c a p i t a l .  I n  1939 ,. f o r  

example, &denas d i s t r i b u t e d  only 6,000 hec ta res  of land compared t o  

100,000 hec t a re s  i n  l w 8  and 437,500 hec t a re s  i n  1937. 
9 7 

Likewise, 
/ 

Cardenas, f o r  f e a r  of damage t o  t h e  Mexican economy, discouraged s t r i k e s .  

Thus only ha l f  a s  many s t r i k e s  occurred a f t e r  the  o i l  na t iona l i za t ion .  
98 

/ 
Although the  Cardenas1 reforms were modified by 1938, he  succeeded i n  

a l i e n a t i n g  the  Mexican middle ' c l a s s  during the  p r e s i d e n t i a l  term. h i t i a l l y  

t he  middle c l a s s  had been h o s t i l e  t o  h i s  agrar ian  reforms and h i s  labour  

p o l i c i e s  and even when these w e r e  moderated because of econ&e necessity, 

t h i s  group remained h o s t i l e  due to i n l f l a t ~ o n  and ecanogic pgres-sion. %A& 

rnatters a s  f r e e  immigration of t he  Spanish Republicans i n t o  Mexico and 

t he  gran t ing  of asylum t o  Leon Trotsky as w e l l  a s  t h e  passage of t h e  1939 

--3 
Education Law f u r t h e r  gngered the  middle c l a s s .  99 American colony r e s i d e n t s  



i n  Mexico C i t y  sha red  t h e  f e e l i n g s  of t h e  Mexican middle c l a s s ,  but 

o t h e r  than  s e c r e t l y  hoping f o r  a Roosevelt-supported r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  

/ / 
Cardenas and c u r s i n g  Ambassador Dan ie l s  fo r  h i s  approva l  of t h e  Cardenas 

government, they merely watched q u i e t l y  t h e  pass ing  events. .  
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CHAPTER I1 



INSTITUTIONALIZED AMERICANISM I N  MEXICO CITY DURING THE 1930's 

It is not  t h e  mission of t h e  American School t o  t r y  t o  
educate  t he  masses i n  Mexico. 

Excerpt from a 1935 memorandum from 
t h e  American School a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  

--- -/- - - - -- 

Mexico City t o  t he  Mexican S e c r e t a r i a  
de ~ d h c a c i g n .  

I n  t he  19301s,  Americans fn Mexico C i ty  found t h q e l v e s  i n  a t r a n q u i l  

s e t t i n g  i n  a c i t y  of over a m i l l i o n  inhab i t an t s .  There were few c a r s ,  

even fewer t a l l  bu i ld ings ,  and only a handful of good h o t e l s .  On t h e  c i t y ' s  - 

main thoroughfare,  Avenidq Madero, one could shop i n  a v a r i e t y  of s t o r e s  

car ry ing  mostly imported goods, o r  one could meet one's  American f r i e n d s  

a t  American-owned r e s t au ran t s  such a s  Sanborns, Lady Bal t imore 's ,  o r  Mrs. 

~ h i m g r e n ' s  L i t t l e  Green Coffee Shop. During the  r a iny  season when t h e  

c i t y  s t r e e t s  w e r e  deep i n  mud, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  w e r e  manned 

by peons who, f o r  a smal l  f e e ,  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  ca r ry  pedes t r i ans  on t h e i r  

shoulders  from one s i d e  t o  t h e  o the r .  Paseo de Reforma, t h e  c i t y ' s  most 

- p r e s t i g i o u s  avenue, was l i n e d  with  o rna t e  French s t y l e  homes. A t  t h e  same 

t i m e ,  one could occas iona l ly  see a f lock  of turkeys c ross ing  t h e  R e f a m ,  

adding a charming and. r u s t i c  tone t o  the  c i t y .  
1 

--- 
Possessing,  - a s  they bel ieved i t  d id ,  an au ra  of Southern romanticigm, 

Mexico Ci ty  was cherished by t h e  Americans l i v i n g  the re .  The American 

colony had no phys ica l  boundaries s i n c e  i ts  members spread throughout the  

c i t y ,  l i v i n g  i n  a r eas  t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  them. Although the 4,000 Americans 



res ided  i n  twenty-six of Hexico c i t y ' s  s ix ty-s ix  co lonias  (suburbs),  

the  major i ty  of Americans res ided  i n  s i x  colonias  - Colonia  ha, Colonia . 
/ / 

d e l  Val le ,  ~ o n d e s a - ~ i ~ g d r o m o ,  Juarez , t h e  Lows dc Chapultepec , and the  

2 
downtown area .  Logical ly ,  t h e  American colony i n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  shown i n  

Diagram l w e r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  o r  near  t h e  s i x  above mentioned co lonias .  

Diagram 2 r evea l s  t h a t  the  Americans, though s p r e a d  throughout t h e  c i t y ,  -- 

+ tended t o  concentrate  i n  s i x  of the  c i t y ' s  suburbs which represen ted  some 

3 
of the  wea l th i e s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r eas .  The Lomas, f o r  example, e s t ab l i shed  

i n  1924 by Americans, w a s  t he  newest of t he  p r e s t i g i o u s  co lonias .  Housing, 

a s  i t  d id ,  wpalthy Mexicans and fo re igne r s ,  t h e  Lomas was des t ined  t o  

become t h e  showplace of the  n a t i o n ' s  capital:  Despi te  t h e i r  phys ica l  

d i s p e r s a l ,  Americans were a cohesive ccrmmmity whose members, through 

necess i ty  , r e l a t e d  t o  Xexicans i n  business  ma t t e r s ,  but  whose l i f e -pa t t e rn  

continued t o  be American o r i en t ed ;  

A major i ty  of those Americans, who formed t h e  o f f i c i a l  American 

comun i ty ,  were businessmen. The Anglo-American Directory of Mexico 

(1938 e d i t i o n )  l i s t e d  t h e  occupation of 831 Americans a s  follows: 

1 7 3  businesarsen; 184 managers; 137  profess iona ls ;  1 4 5 . w h i t e c q l l a r  employeeq 

* f 
(mainly company r ep re sen ta t ives ) ;  27  members of t h e  diplomatCc corps.  The 
d i r e c t o r y  a l s o  included 16 craftsmen o r  tradesmen, seven miss ionar ies ,  

four i-rmsewfves , three- r e t t r e e s ,  and e a t  t h ~ q a l l e &  a-"capitaTise'.  
- - 

S i ~ ~ j s - f i e ~ e  wfmen &Id 69 &es &ftse m t 0  r e v 4  t h e i r  ocmp*tthe - -- 

l a t t e r  presumably were sons too young t o  work o r  dependent on t h e i r  paren ts .  

As the r epo r t  indicates, there were few tradesmen and l abourers .  This  l a s t  

was due ro t h e  abundance of cheap, unskilled Hexican workers. Also 
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I N S T I T U T I O N S  OF THE AMERICAN COLONY 



DIAGRAM 2 

RESIDENCES OF AMERICAN FAMILIES 
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- - -  - -  
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. n o t a b l e  i n  t h i s  h i s t o r y  of t h e  colony was t h e  absence of i n  e l l e c t u a l s .  5 
The s m a l l  n&ber of w r i t e r s  and a r t i s t s  who d i d  l i v e  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  i n  

. ' self-imposed + i s o l a t i o n ,  t h e  major i ty  of r e s i d e n t s  unaware of t h e i r  

presence. , 

The h i s t o r i c a l  background t o  t h i s  o f f i c i a l  American bus iness  

d 

community d a t e s  back t o  t h e  ~ o r f i r i o  Dlaz e r a  when the A m e r i c a n  m i n e r s -  - 

r a i l r o a d  promoters, s p e c u l a t o r s ,  bankers, ranchers ,  o i l  men, and adventurers  
> 

entered Mexico and e s t a b l i s h e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  permit ted  them t o  pursue 

f a m i l i a r  a c t i v i t i e s .  These o rgan iza t ions ;  t h e  newspaper, school ,  church, 

benevolent  s o c i e t y  and chamber of commerce, grew and f l o u r i s h e d  . ~ o g e t h e r  

with t h e  American embassy, they gxovided t h e  c e n t e r s  of a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  

American co&unity i n  t h e  1930's.  The i n s t i t u t i o n s  a l s o  had t h e  e f f e c t  

of i n s u l a t i n g  t h e  Americans from Mexican s o c i e t y  and s u s t a i n i n g  American 
/-- -- 

values  i n  a fo re ign  land.' Most American immigrants ih Mexico Ci ty  i n  

t h e  1930's saw themselves a s  innovators  whose mission i t  was t o  b r i n g  

American technological  knowledge and business  s k  11s t o  Mexico. Sure of 

- t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  s u p e r i o r i t y j  many of them never l e  h .  h e  , 

1, American pointed ou t  t h a t  " the  average American came t o  Mexico a s  an 

execut ive  o r  employee of an American company, was Pro tes tan t , - se ldom 

learned Spanish, and s e n S m i s  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  American ~ c h o o l . " ~  This was 

i n  d i r e c t  c o n t r a s t  t o  o t h e r  f o r e i g n  n a t i o n s  such a s  Germany who i n s i s t e d  
- 

t h a t  t h e i r  bus iness  and government employees i n  Mexico have a working 
I 

7 
- - - - - - 

knowledge of Spanish. It seems t h a t  t h e  Americins d e l i b e r a t e l y  opted f o r  

minimum contact  with Mexicans by no t  l e a r n i n g  Spanish t u r n i n g  t h e i r  

energies  t o  maintaining American Fns t i tu t iohS .  By examining t h e  gey- 



- - -- 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  which e x i s t e d  i n  Mexico Ci ty  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' ~ ~  one should g e t  

a  b e t t e r  understanding of ifhe c o n f l i c t s  w i t h i n  t h e  colony a s  w e l l  as of 

i t s  over t  a t tempts  t o  mainta in  an image of e f f i c i e n c y  and s u p e r i o r i t y .  

The American Embassy w a s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t . o f * t h e  colony, 

The f i r s t  e e r i c a n  diplomat ic  mission t o  Mexico was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1825 

and i n  1898 t h e  l e g a t i o n  became an embassy. The es tabl ishment  of a -- - 

embassy coincided wi th  an increased volume of t r a d e  between t h e  U.S. and 

Mexico and wi th-  Mexico' s d e s i r e  t o  a t t r a c t  American t echn ic ians .  I n  t h e  
A 

1930*s,  t h e  U.S. E ~ b a s s y  became a  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  colony which he ld  

5 
i ts  major s o c i a l  events  i n  t h e  embassy bu i ld ing .  More s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

American businessmen i n  Mexico Ci ty  bel ieved t h a t  the  embassy e x i s t e d  t o  

' t r ansmi t  t h e i r  views and d e s i r e s  t o  Washington. Thus, i t  was of utmost 

importance t o  t h e s e  businessmen Wat t h e  ambassador be favourable  t o  . 
hj- 

t h e i r  d i s p o s i t i o n .  Unfor tunate ly  f o r  them, they f a i l e d  t o  make an a l l y  

of Josephus Daniels ,  t h e  American ambassador from 1933-1942. ~ a n i e l s '  
* 

predecessor ,  Dwight Morrow, had been h igh ly  respected  i n  t h e  colony f o r  

h i s  wi l l ingness  t o  in te rvene  on behal f  of t h e  American businessmen. 

Though a s t r o n g  suppor te r  of an expanding American f o r e i g n  t r a d e ,  Daniels  

was a g a i n s t  n e g o t i a t i n g  American inves to r s"  bus iness  wi th  Washington. 

It was h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  businessmen should b e  s a t i s f i e d  wi th  a  reasonable 

r e t u r n  and avoid t r y i n g  t o  c  t r o l  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s .  
6 

"k - - 

I r o n i c a l l y ,  much of ~ a n i e l :  time and e f f o r t  went i n t o  -negotiat ing 

payments f o r  .newly n a t i o n a l i z e d '  land and o i l  f i e l d s  formerly h e l d  by 

Americans, a s  w e l l  as i n  t r y i n g  t o  persuade t h e  Mexican government t o  

s t o p  expropr ia t ion  of remaining American-afned p r o p e r t i e s .  I n  d i spa tches  



- --- -- - 

t o  Washington, however, Daniels  i n v a r i a b l y  presented t h e  Mexican p o s i t i o n  

and only r e l u c t a n t l y  nego t ia ted  on behal f  of American c i t i z e n s .  I n  1938 

when American o i l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  complained t o  Danie ls  t h a t  t h e i r  case  

be fore  t h e  Mexican supreme cour t  was being prejudged by Mexican goveqnment 

spokesmen, Daniels  urged them t o  make every p o s s i b l e  concession t o  avoid 

an impasse.7 The d i spa tches  Daniels  s e n t  t o  Washington t e s t i f y  t h a t  a t  

times, he  was annoyed a t  t h e  U .  S . S t a t e  ' ~ e ~ a r t m e n t '  s ha rd- l ine  approach 

t o  Mexico. Throughout t h e  o i l  controversy ,  Danie ls  w a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  

\ 
sympathetic t o  t h e  Mexican p o s i t i o n .  Because Danie ls  refused t o  pursue 

a " d o l l a r  diplomacy", mosL American businessmen i n  Mexico Ci ty  regarded 

him a s  weak and incompetent. They r e a d i l y  recognized t h a t  Danie ls  was - 
a charming and l i k e a b l e  man bu t  thought him f a r  too  soft-headed t o  d e a l  

/ 
with  t h e  Cardenas admin i s t ra t ion .  Without ~ a n i e l s '  " so f t "  approach, 

however, t h e  con•’ l i c t  b e b e e n  t h e  American o i l  men and t h e  Mexican 
I 

government could have provoked a major break i n  t h e  U.S'.-Mexico r e l a t i o n s h i p .  
8 

While t h e  American businessmen were unable t o  e x e r t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of 
a 

c o n t r o l  over ~ a n i e l s '  behaviour, they d id  c o n t r o l  t h e  American p r e s s  which, 

i n  most ins tances ,  at tempted t o  p i c t u r e  Americans a s  law-abiding and 

content .  The p r e s s  cons i s t ed  of a number. of s c a t t e r e d  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  some 

of which aimed t o  improve U.S.-Mexico r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and o t h e r s  which simply 

sought t o  keep colony members a b r e a s t  of l o c a l  and fo re ign  news. Common 
-- - - - 

t o  a l l  except  one was t h e  d e s i r e  t o  remain n e u t r a l  i n  Mexican p o l i t i c a l  mat ters .  

The English page i n  each of Mexico C i t y ' s  l a r g e s t  newspapers, - E l  

9 
Universa l  and Exce l s io r ,  w a s  t h e  moat widely read by Americans. Excels ior  

contained t h e  most news p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  colony, p r i n t i n g  only Mexican 



news i t e m s  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t i n g  colony r e s i d e n t s  and devoid of any a n a l y s i s ,  

For i n s t a n c e ,  on December 4 th ,  1934, t h e  English page i n  Exce l s io r  

announced t h a t  t h e  Foreign Club, Mexico C i t y ' s  l a r g e s t  amusement and 
, r 

gambling c e n t e r ,  which a t t r a c t e d  numerous Americans, had been c losed by 
- 

p r e s i d e n t i a l  order.  No commentary followed t h i s  news d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  colony m e m b e r s '  social l i f e  w a s  being c u r t a i l e d ,  - 

Mexican Weekly News, a s m a l l  twelve-page paper founded i n  1926, had 

e s s e n t i a l l y  the  same material a s  t h e  English page i n  t h e  Mexico C i t y ' s  

d a i l i e s  bu t  o f fe red  more d e t a i l e d  information about colony even t s ,  shopping, 

h o t e l s ,  and r e s t a u r a n t s .  Like t h e  d a i l i e s ,  t h e  Weekly News made no 

at tempt a t  ana lys i s .  The September 7 th ,  1940 i s s u e ,  f o r  example, dev-oted 

/ 
a f u l l  page t o  Cardenas' annual  message t o  t h e  n a t i o n  without  e d i t o r i a l  

comment. I t e m s  from t h e  United S t a t e s  were a t  times accompanied by News 

e d i t o r i a l s .  From t h e s e  i t  i s  ev iden t  t h a t  t h e  paper w a s  anti-Roosevelt.  

The September 2 1 s t ,  1940 i s s u e  pointed  ou t  t h a t  Roosevel t ' s  record  was 
4 

"one of n o t  taking t h e  people i n t o  h i s  confidence", and of " s c u t t l i n g  t h e  

c o u r t s  a f t e r  h i s  re-elect ion".  Since  advert isements were drawn from 

American businesses  i n  Mexico Ci ty ,  i t  is no t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  paper 

r e f l e c t e d  t h e  colony's  conservat ive  p o i n t s  of view. 

These viewpoints were a l s o  apparent  i n  t h e  Mexican American Review 

published monthly by the7American Chamber of Commerce. The -Revf ew went a .  

Mexican p o l i t i c s .  Ins tead  of remaining s t r i c t l y  n e u t r a l ,  t h e  journa l ,  
1 

from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  p ra i sed  t h e  Cardenas government. For instance, t h e  

February, 1935 i s s u e  s t a t e d :   denas as is c u t t i n g  niany a Gordian knot and 



e l i m i n a t i n g  red tape .  Things a r e  being done new th++he-pase ad- 

discussed and recommended b u t  which i t  wise ly  l e f t  t o  t h e  p resen t  adminis- 

Ill0 - t r a t i o n ,  

Another monthly, Mexican L i f e ,  under t h e  e d i t o r s h i p  of Howard S. 

P h i l l i p s ,  made a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a t tempt  t o  expla in  Mexico's r i c h  c u l t u r a l  

h e r i t a g e  a s  w e l l  a s  i ts  need f o r  economic independence. I n  a n - e f f o r t  t o  

c r e a t e  an improved r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  U.S. and Mexico and t o  p r o m o t e  

American tourism i n  Mexico, e d i t o r  P h i l l i p s  supposedly received funds from 

/ 
Pres iden t s  Ca l l es  and Cardenas t o  a i d  i n  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  magazine t o  gov- 

ernment o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  U.S. P h i l l i p s '  son, Alfredo P h i l l i p s  Olmedo, 

/ 
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r ,  al though a c l o s e  f r i e n d  of Ca l l es  and Cardenas, 

11 
received no f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  from e i t h e r  man. But i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  an urbane, r i c h l y - i l l u s t r a t e d ,  50-page magazine could su rv ive  

exc lus ive ly  on s u b s c r i p t i o n s  and advert isements--especial ly s i n c e  few 

American colony r e s i d e n t s  read i t .  

Unlike o t h e r  ~ m e r i c a n  newspapermen, t h e  Mexico Ci ty  P o s t ' s  e d i t o r ,  

/ 
George McDonald, d i d  not  conceal h i s  resentment toward t h e  Cardenas regime. 

Ins tead ,  h i s  right-wing paper b l a t a n t l y  a t t acked  t h e  

I n  t h e  December 23rd, 193 i s s u e ,  McDonald r e p r i n t e d  4 
received from t h e  head o f f i c e  of a U.S. company wi th  

Mexican government. 

a l e t t e r  h e  had 

l a r g e  holdings  i n  

Mexico. The l e t t e r  expressed amazement a t  t h e  p o s t ' s  outspoken viewpoints 
c 

and t h e  w r i t e r  concluded by saying t h a t ,  " the re  may b e  a s h i f e i n g  t o  t h e  

r i g h t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  you [George McDonald] may b e  enabled t o - g o  on 

and b u i l d  l a r g e r  th ings  i n  t h e  fu ture ."  Americans who were interviewed 



were r e l u c t a n t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  paper and because copies  of i t  were sca rce ,  

i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  estimate i t s  impact. I n  t h a t  i t s  adver t i sements  were 

der ived from American colony businesses ,  and i t s  con ten t  d e a l t  wi th  

perceived i n j u s t i c e s  a g a i n s t  American businesses ,  i t  may b e  assumed t h a t  

its readers  were American businessmen. The p o s t ' s  December 30th ,  1939, 

headine is an i n d i c a t f m  o f - i t s  d i s t a s t e  f o r  Mexican governmart p o 1 - f ~ .  

It read,  "Deputies Pass  New S o c i a l i s t i c  Education B i l l  Already Widely 

~enounced .  " This was followed by t h e  subhead, "Objectors claim purpose 

is t o  make Mexico Puppet of Russia e s t a b l i s h i n g  s l a v e r y  of conscience." 

/ 
It is doubtful  t h a t ,  a s  one in terviewee claimed, Cardenas was unaware 

12 / 
of t h e  ex i s t ence  of t h e  newspaper. For one th ing ,  Cardenas genera l ly  

accepted c r i t i c i s m  of h i s  regime and pgrmitted an oppos i t ion  p ress .  Furthgr- 

more, recognizing h i s  coun t ry ' s  need f o r  American c a p i t a l  and technology, 

he probably thought i t  b e t t e r  t o  avoid unnecessary conf ron ta t ion  wi th  t h e  

American community. 

The American School, l i k e  t h e  American p r e s s  (with t h e  no tab le  

exception of t h e  P o s t ) ,  t r i e d  t o  keep a low p o l i t i c a l  p r o f i l e .  Functioning 

a s  t h e  colony's  c u l t u r a l  f o c a l  po in t ,  t h e  American School, more than any 

o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  enabled Americans t o  ceavince t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  of t h e  
1 

> s u p e r i o r i t y  of American c u l t u r e .  Educat ional ly ,  t h e  school  maintained s o  

p r e s t i g i o u s  a r e p u t a t i o n  t h a t  wealthy Mexicans  ought t o  e n r o l l  t h e i r  chi ldren.  
% 

Ope r e s i d e n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  school  e x i s t e d  mainly t o  promote American 

c u l t u r q a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  preserve  t h e  Amefican language; another  main- 

t a i n e d  t h a t  i t  prepared American c y e n  f o r  h igher  educat ion i n  t h e  

United S t a t e s .  Each of t h e  2 1  ~ m e r i ' b n s  intdewed f o r  t h i s  s tudy a s s e r t e d  



t h a t  t h e i r  h ighes t  p r i o r i t y  was t o  give- t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  an American 

educat ion and t o  teach them t o  c h e r i s h  American values .  The School 

published a pamphlet i n  1926 summarizing Its purpose as: 

Providing a modern American school i n  t h e  C i t y  of 
Mexico, i n  which t h e  American c h i l d r e n  and youth, and 
those  of o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  can b e  taught  under 
t h e  same cond i t ions  and systems a s  i n  t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  
Employing a f u l l  s t a f f  of experienced and w e l l  t r a i n e d  
t eachers .  
Prepar ing t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  such a thorough manner t h a t  
they a r e  admitted t o  co l l eges  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  of t h e  
United S t a t e s  without  examination. 
Maintaining abso lu te  freedom of t h e  p u p i l s  i n  m a t t e r s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  n a t i o n a l i t y  and r e l i g i o n .  1 3  I 

Evidently w r i t t e n  t o  s o l i c i t  funds, t h e  pamphlet a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  

school  was doing work of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  importance and t h a t  it aimed t o  

b r ing  about b e t t e r  understanding between Americans and Mexicans. School 

a u t h o r i t i e s  apparent ly  be l i eved  t h a t  t h e  school  would h e l p  c i v i l i z e  

Mexico, po in t ing  ou t  t h a t  i t s  work should concern a l l  p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d  

i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  see ing  " t h i s  great and undeveJoped country 

advance toward t h e  goa l  of c u l t u r e  and progress  ... 
Z+c F9 

"I4 I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

t h e  pamphlet added t h a t  many c h i l d r e n  of high Mexican government o f f i c i a l s  

and of well-known Mexican bus iness  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  men a t t ended  t h e  

--- 

f 
The school  was founded during t h e  t i m e  of P o r f i r i o  Diaz when John 

R. Davis, a  Waters-Pierce O i l  'company o f f i c i a l ,  became unhappy wi th  t h e  

meagre educat ional  f a c i l i t i e s  ~ e x i c &  of fe red  h i s  ch i ld ren .  Unable t o  secure  
/ 

a t u t o r  from t h e  U. S. , h e  persuadkd f  e ow Americans t o  j o i n  him i n  Y ~\ 

s e t t i n g  up a school .  They formed t h e  subsequently-named Mexico Gra-r 



School, c o n s i s t i n g  of k i n d e r g a r t p ,  primary, and grammar grades.  The 

school was supported i n i t i a l l y  by fund-raising programs and through 

t u i t i o n  f e e s  paid by American, B r i t i s h ,  and Mexican pa ren t s  of t h e  96 

15 
ch i ld ren  enro l l ed .  

I n  1902, t h e  school  added secondary grades and changed i t s  name t o  
- - - - 

Mexico Ci ty  Grammar and ~ i ~ h  School, a t  t h a t  t i m e  wi th  27 teachers and 

about 500 students.16 During t h e ' n e x t  20 y e a r s ,  t h e  school  underwent a , 

s e r i e s  of r e v e r s a l s .  I n  1904-05, epidemics of s c a r l e t  f e v e r  and measles 

forced many s tuden t s  t o  withdraw, br inging about a f ' h a n c i a l  c r i s i s .  
17 

L 

To contend wi th  t h i s ,  businessmen formed t h e  American School Associa t ion 

with prel iminary expenses borne by t h e  Socie ty  of t h e  American Colony. 
18 

The Revolution saw many Americans r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  U.S. and t h e  drop i n  

enrollment by 1915 m a d e s i t  necessary  t o  c l o s e  t h e  secondary school  f o r  

two years .  ~ f t e r  having been reopened f o r  a year ,  t h e  school  w a s  forced 

once a* t o  c lose-- th is  t i m e  f o r  a per iod of two months--when a l a r g e  
\ 

number of t eachers  and s t u d e n t s  became ill from t h e  world-wide in f luenza  

epidemic. l9 Despite t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  , t h e  school  not  only survived 

bu t  gained t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  of being one of t h e  c i t y ' s  b e s t  f o r e i g n  schools.  

By 1919, when many Americans began t o  r e t u r n  t o  Mexico, a dec i s ion  w a s  made 

t o  b u i l d  a l a r g e r  school loca ted  n e a r e r  t h e  main American r e s i d e n t i a l  

d i s t r i c t .  Two y e a r s  later t h e  American School Association-met-to l i q u i d a t e  

t h e i r  school  and i n  i t s  p l a c e  c r e a t e  t h e  AmericanSchool Foundation. 
20 

Edward Or r in ,  a r e a l t o r ,  donated 10,577 square  meters of land f o r  t h e  new 

school whi le  Lewis Lamm and h i s  son, Lewis Jr., drew up t h e  cons t ruc t ion  

21 
p lans  a t  no charge. On Washington's Birthday,  1922, t h e  corners tone  

, 
was l a i d  and e i g h t  months l h  t h e  school  opened. 



To gain  acc red i t a t i on  from major U.S. col leges  and u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  t he  

school i n  1929 i nv i t ed  D r .  James P. Hosic of Columbia Univers i ty  t o  

22 
evaluate  i ts '  program. Following a six-week survey, D r .  Hosic judged 

t ha t  American School graduates were qua l i f i ed  t o  e n t e r  h igher  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

of l ea rn ing  i n  t he  U.S. without s p e c l a l  examinations. I n  1931, school 

e n r o l l m e n t t o t a l l e d  7611 s tuden ts ,  o f  whom-343 were Mexican, 274 were 

' ~ m e r i c a n  and 144  were of var ious  n a t i k a l i t i e ~ . ~ ~  By 1933, t h e  American 

School reached its goal of membership i n  t h e  Southern Association of Colleges 

and Secondary Schools and, the re fore ,  f u l l  a cc r ed i t a t i on  f o r  i t s  graduates. 
24 

, - 
A concomitant problem connected wi th  acc red i t a t i on  r e s u l t e d  from 

t h e  Mexican government's determination t o  supervise c lose ly  Xs educational, 

system, of which t h e  American school w a s  a p a r t ,  Under increased f e d e r a l  

/ / ' 
cont ro l ,  t h e  Sec re t a r i a  de  Educacion Publ ica- incorporated t he  school 's  

elementary department and prescr ibed i t s  course of study.  This meant t h a t  

ha l f  of each school day was reserved f o r  t he  ~ e x i c a n  government curr4culum 

t o  be taught i n  Spanish and only ha l f  dedicated t o  t h e  course  of s tudy 
Z 

used i n  U. S .  schools.  25- I n  add i t ion ,  adherence t o  t h e  Mexican school 

calendar meant t h a t  s tuden ts  began t h e i r  school year  i n  February. This created 

some d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  those  who went t o  co l lege  i n  the  U.S. 

The calendar ,  however, was a minor i s s u e  compared t o  t h e  Cardenas 
* /  - -- - - - - - -- - - 

government's attempts t o  l e g i s l a t e  a s o c i a l i s t i c  curriculum. - D r .  Henry 

- - - - - 

Cain, school superintendent,  was  forced t o  s i gn  a s t a t emen t  i n  favour of 
' 

s 

t h e  government curriculum. 26 According t o  one teacher  t h e  school was.  

forced t o  buy government-pre&ibed texts of very poor qua l i ty .  27  he . 
4 

same teacher  recalls a textbook containing a photograph of Sanborns, an 



American s t o r e ,  which w a s  described a s  a p i c tu re  of a t yp i ca l  "imperial- . . 
J 

i s t i c "  business. Although the  s t o r e ' s  name was not  mentioned i n  the t e x t ,  . 
i t  was fami l ia r  t o  anyone l i v i n g  i n  Mexico City. An example of the  

/ 
Cardenas adminis t ra t ion 's  attempt t o  secu la r ize  t he  schools was government 

r e fusa l  t o  t o l e r a t e  any references,  however remote, t o  r e l i g ion .  P ic tures  of 
L 

churches, f o r  ins tance,  could not be  displayed Iln t he  sch60TZEdweafrni--- 

of r e l i g ions  pendants, thought by inspectors  t o  be ind ica t ive  of sub t l e  

r e l i g ious  influence,  was not permitted, Furthermore, any information on 

Mexico could appeara only i n  Spanish which meant t h a t  even an innocent 

textbook passage about a ch i ld ' s  t r i p  from the U.S. t o  Mexico had t o  be 

28 
eliminated. 

During 1935 a more ser ious  mat ter  threatened the very exis tence of 

/ 
the  American School. The Cardenas government, i n  i ts eagerness t o  promote 

nationalism, decided t h a t  foreign schools should use Spanish exclusively.  

Thus, the  American School Foundation was informed t h a t  i t  could no longer 

use English as i t s  o f f i c i a l  language. I n  response, D r .  Henry Cain, t he  

superintendent,  and S. Bolling Wright, the  presi.dent of the  school.board, 
d l *  

di rec ted  a b lun t  memorandum t o  the  Secre ta r ia  de Educac&on, pointing out  

t h a t  i t  was "not the  mission of t he  American School t o  t r y  t o  educate 

the  masses i n  Mexico". Instead,  they declared, i t s  purpose was " to  educate 

t he  American chi ldren residing within the RepubZie ef&xice+shg i b s a r s e  

* 
A copy of t h i s  memorandum vas found in S. Bolling  right's scrapbook. 
The American School Foundation which possibly has the  o r i g i n a l  cbpy does not  
allow researchers t o  examine i t s  f i l e s .  Its bland o f f i c i a l  h i s to ry  del iberate-  
l y  avoids making any p o l i t i c a l  statements. See appendix f o r  t h e  complete 
memorandum. - 



t he  pr iv i lege  of an American -educa'tion t o  those Mexicans who wished t h e i r  

children t o  learn  English. Also,. t he  document s t a t e d ,  there  w e r e  no 

attempts made t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between Mexican and Ame=ican ch i ldren  nor 

were ~ e x i c h s  asked t o .  become Americans. This implies t h a t  such c r i t i c i s m  

had been launched aga ins t  t he  school. Cain and Wright demanded of t he  
/ 

Secretaria de Eclucacdz~ that -Anezkaa S c h ~ L ~ & 3 4 ~ -  

using the  English language and the American system so i t s  graduates 

could be admitted t o  col leges  i n  the  U.S. without examinations. They sa id  

t ha t  the  school would be  closed unless i t  could operate  i t s  program i n  

t h i s  way. 

/ 
The Cardenas government mwt-have assumed e i t h e r  t h a t  t he  American 

School served a useful  purpose o r  t h a t  it was too unimportant t o  worry 

/ / 
about, because the memorandum w a s  handed t o  the  Sec re t a r i a  de Educacion 

L' 

by American Ambassador Josephus Daniels and the government order  was subsequently 

annulled. &&denas' awareness of ~ e x i c o ' s  urgent need f o r  schools and h i s  
'3 

respect  f o r  Ambassador Daniels, .an admirer of Mexico i n  general  and the 

president  i n  pa r t i cu l a r ,  probably contributed t o  revocation of the  order. 

Furthermore, the  American School, s ince  i t s  ~ p e n i n g  had taken pa r t  i n  

- teackLng children of Mexican government o f f i c i a l s  . By c los ing  the school, 

/ 
Cardenas not  only would have jeopardized h i s  co rd i a l  re la t ionsh ip  with t he  

U. S. but a l s o  would have annoyed his-ova_of ficials,-Am~same o f  ~ I E  - - - 

chi ldren of prominent - - Mexicans - at tending - the  school during the  1930"s were 

1 
the  chi ldren of Aaron Saenz, Federal  D i s t r i c t  Governor during the  ~ g r d e n a s  

presidency, and the  two sons of fornaer Mexican president  Pascudl Or t i z  

Rubio. Azarrago Gaston, vho was t o  head the  Chrysler corporation i n  Mexico 



City,  and J u l i o  Hirschfeld and Emilio 0. Rabasa, who l a t e r  became cabinet 

s 
minis ters  i n  Luis Echeverr iafs  government, were a l so  students.  29 

Children of such o f f i c i a l s  benef i t t ed  from scholarships  which the  

school was forced t o  make m a i l a b l e  t o  f i v e  per cent of its s tudents .  
s 

According t o  one teacher who served as cash ie r  and bookkeeper i n  the  

30 
o f f i c i a l s -  for these scholarships.  Mexican chi ldren who were.'to pursue a 

un ivers i ty  career  i n s ide  Mexico attended the school only during elementary 

grades because a t  t h a t  time 

the American School. These 

of pr ivi legkd Mexicans with 

Despite the  l o f t y  word 

- - 

the  Mexican un ive r s i t i e s  did not recdgnize 

ear ly  years  w e r e  enough t o  provide chi ldren 

a fundamental knowledge of  English. 

s of Wright and Cain regarding the cord ia l  

re la t ionsh ip  between American and Mexican chi ldren,  American ch i ldren  f e l t  

super ior  t o  the Mexicans. One-woman par tner  of an American-Mexican marriage, 

who attended the  school, remembers being ca l led  a half-breed by. the  American 

~ h i l d r e n . ~ '  A former counsellor i n  the school reca l led  t h a t  American ---/ 

parents tended t o  be opposed t o  t h e i r  chi ldren marrying Mexicans and t h a t  i t  

was common p rac t i ce  f o r ~ ~ r e n t s  t o  send, o r  threaten t o  send , the i r  daughters 

'L- 'rr 32 t o  the  U.S. i n  order t o  separate  them from t h e i r  Mexican boyfriends. 
C 

Divorced Mexi- parents  enrol led t h e i r  chi ldren in the American School 

3 3 
because chi ldren of divorced parents  w e r e  o f ten  scorned i n  Mexican schools. - --- - - 

- - - - - 
One can only speculate  about what was most trying f o r  the  yokgs te r - -  

- - - - - - - - -- 
being in a Mexican school and facing r id fcu le  because h i s  parents  were 

1 

divorced or  being i n  the  American School a d  facing discr iminat ion because \ 

$ - 



he w a s  Mexican. 

Because Mexicans believed t h a t  i t  was more important t o  educate 

males and because they thought t h a t  the American School was too lax 

regarding male-female re la t ions , . few Mexican g i r l s  attended the  school. 

The 21 American colony res idents  interviewed agreed t h a t  the 
A -:-- - - - -- - 
.w American School was successful  i n  ca-ing out i t s  function of preparing 

s tudents  f o r  U.S. colleges.  For example, i n  19'37, 23 of the  34 graduates 

indicated tha t  they w e r e  going t o  pursue a higher education i n  the U.S. 34 

The American School had a highly q u a l i f i e d k t a f f  consis t ing of 

American teachers who had been with the school f o r  many years ,  severa l  , 

former pupi ls  who had received t h e i r  un ivers i ty  t r a in ing  i n  the U.S., and 

Hexicans, many of whom had attended U . S .  colleges .35 The f acu l ty  i n  1935 

was made up of 22 Americans and 16 Mexicans. Eleven teachers had M.A. 

3 6 
degrees, r a the r  unusual in an e r a  when most teachers had only normal 

school t ra in ing .  Immigration r e s t r i c t i o n s  during the 1930's allowed no 

new teachers t o  en t e r  Mexico t o  work and t h i s  accounted f o r  t he  number of .. 
37 

Mexican teachers.  ~ e s ~ i t e  t h i s ,  the- school was thoroughly American. 

Three of the  four adminis t ra tors  w e r e  Americans and 11 of the  16 Mexican 

teachers 'had received extensive educational t r a in ing  i n  the  U. s . 38 Only 

39 
four of the  38 teachers were males because a teacher 's  wage w a s  no t  

- -- - -- - -- - -- - - - - - - 

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  sustain an upper middle c l a s s  family. One of t he  few D 

- - 

professions acceptable t o  w&n of ffnice"-families-in Mexico a t  the  t i m e ,  

teaching did provide a good supplemental income. 

S. Bolling Wright and Henry C a b ,  s t rong advocates of the  preservation 
. . 

of American cu l ture ,  managed the  6 i h ~ o l  with business-like e f f ic iency  . 
f '  



C a i n , s u p e r i n t e n d e n t f r o m 1 9 2 6 t o 1 9 4 9 , c a m e f r o m a p o o r f a m i l y i n  

Louisiana and, l i k e  many Americans, never learned t o  speak Spanish. 

Viewed by many as a cold but extremely ab le  adminis t ra tor ,  he worked 

d i l i gen t ly  t o  keep the  school out of debt. Before h i s  a r r i v a l  the  school 

had been in ' cons tan t  f i nanc ia l  d i f f i cu l ty ,bu t  under h i s  leadership i t  

became a d  remained salyent, 

.I Wright, the.American School Foundation president  from D 2 3  t o  1952, 
.. 

1 was, l i k e  Cairi, an a b l e  businessman. Co-owner of La Consolidada, a leading 
- 

s t e e l  f irm, he was the  most civic-minded American i n  the  colony and a t  one 

time o r  another was the  president  of many prominent American i n s t i t u t i o n s  

ia Mexico City. A long-time f r iend  of Wright's s a i d  t h a t  he d id  not bel ieve 

* 
the  American School could have ex is ted  had it not been f o r  Wright's 

contr ibut ions  and advice. 40 I n  f a c t ,  i t  was thanks t o   right's pe r s i s t en t  
4 

work t h a t  t he  school i n  1924 received a t r a c t  of land from Edward Orrin. 

When the American School was r e lo ra t ed  i n  1945, Wright donated a t r a c t  of 

land f o r  the  school and, a t  the  same time, land f o r  t he  Aplerican Hospital  

and St .  Pa t r ick ' s  ~ h u r c h . ~ '  Readily acknowledging the  coloss%$ r5sk  done by 

Cain and Wright, res idents  nonetheless f e l t  t ha t  t h e  two men so  dominated 

the  American School t h a t  they of ten  disregarded wishes of o ther  colony members. 

Able but stubborn businessmen, they ran the school t h e i r  way, providing the a 

s t a b i l i t y  and p re s t ige  which general ly  r e f l ec t ed  - - t h e  -- des i r e s  - - - of - the  American - 

-,, community. 

Throughout the  1930's,~businessmen,formed t he  majority of the  

American School Foundation Board of Trustees. Twelve businessmen, plus the  

American Consul General, a medical doctor, and a d e n t i s t  sat on the  1935 board. 



- - - - - -- -- -- 

9 

Prominent r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from Southern P a c i f i c  Rai l road,  S i n c l a i r -  

* 
P i e r c e  O i l  Company, and C a l i f o r n i a  Standard O i l  Company were o f t e n  t r u s t e e s ,  

f '  

testimony t h a t  t h e  American School had t h e  support  of t h e  colony's  most 

i n f l u e n t i a l  r e s i d e n t s .  

The Union Evangel ica l  Church, one of t h e  f o u r  churches i n  Mexico 

- 
Ci ty  t h a t  he ld  s e r v i c e s  i n  English,  was somewhat less important  than t h e  

American School because n o t  a l l  Americans a t tended i t .  A few Americans , 

belonged t o  t h e  Chr i s t  Church Episcopal  which w a s  supported mainly by 1 

42 
B r i t i s h  n a t i o n a l s  who made up 85 pe r  cen t  of t h e  membership. A very few 

Americans belonged t o  t h e  F i r s t  Church of C h r i s t  S c i e n t i s t  which he ld  

services i n  English and Spanish. American Cathol ics  could a t t e n d  s e r v i c e s  

performed 

d e  l a  Pez 

Y e t  

which had 

i n  IZng&-1:sh by t h e  Spaniard Father  E. de l a  Peza a t  t h e  Guadalupe 

Church . 43 

t h e  major i ty  of Americans belonged t o  t h e  Union Evangel ica l  Church 

2 t s  Mexican o r i g i n  i n  1873. A t  t h a t  t i m e  a number of English- 

speaking P r o t e s t a n t s  organized t h e  Union P r o t e s t a n t  Congregation i n  Mexico 

44 
City .  I n  1884, a new c o n s t i t u t i o n  was adopted and t h e  church became known 

a s  t h e  Union Evangel ica l  Church. 
45 

The secur ing  of permanent q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  main problem fac ing  t h e  new 

Union Church, was resolved i n  1890 when Miss L i z z i e  Blackmore of J a l a p a  
- - - - - - - - - - 

o f f e r e d  on behal f  of h e r  mother t o  donate land i n  downtown ~ e x i c o  C i t y f o r  

46 - -  - - 

a new church bu i ld ing .  The h i s t o r y  of t h e  Union church g ives  no i n d i c a t i o n  

of M r s .  Blackmore's a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  i t  b u t  i t  does po in t  ou t  t h a t s t h e  land 

* 
See Appendix f o r  a complete list of t h e  1935 American School 
Foundation Board of Trus tees .  



was given wi th  s t i p u l a t i o n s  t h a t  the  church would r e t a i n  t h e  name, 

'bnion ~ v a n g e l i c a l " ,  and t h a t  no s e c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  games would 

4 7 
t a k e  p lace .  AS i t  happened, dur ing t h e  opening years  of t h e  20th century 

a number of smal l  English-speaking congregations i n  Mexico Ci ty  w e r e  

s t r u g g l i n g  t o  su rv ive .  I n  1909 t h e  F i r s t  P resby te r i an  Church consol idated  

wi th  t h e  Wicm €IW-F& 4 %TI Hi5 the Pfethodist Episcopal  Churc3i l?STK 
- --- -- 

48 
amalgamated wi th  t h e  Union Church. 

Like o t h e r  American i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Mexico Ci ty ,  t h e  church w a s  

e n t i r e l y  se l f -suppor t ing.  This  meant t h a t  whenever t h e  popula t ion of t h e  

colony decl ined,  t h e  va r ious  o rgan iza t ions  were hard-pressed f o r  money. 

1914 was an e s p e c i a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  year  f o r  t h e  church a s  Americans l e f t  

Mexico by t h e  hundreds. The church h i s t o r y  tells t h a t  even i t s  p a s t o r  was 

f o r c e & ~ o  leave.49 During t h e  thirteen-month per iod beginning i n  October 
+ 

1914, t h e  Union church received $50 a month i n  a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  

Interdenominational  Committee on Rel ig ious  Needs of Anglo-American Churches , 

i n  Foreign ~ a n d s .  This  a i d ,  though welcome, was not  enough t o  o f f i e t  

c o s t s  and a t  t h e  annual meeting i n  1916 t h e  church s e r i o u s l y  considered 

disbanding, a s  i t  lacked money and had a congregation t h a t  had shrunk t o  

21 persons.  
5 1 

The church, never the less ,  decided t o  remain open. Their  

optimism was rewarded a s  membership increased t o  72 by A p r i l  1917 and t o  120 

9 

Apart from t h e  nsuaf & o n a t i m s  & a t  keep any cTiur3li al3%,-tXeUnion 

Church b e n e f i t t e d  i n  two i n s t a n c e s  from well-to-do patrons.  I n  1929, a 

l a r g e  donation from U.S. Ambassador Dwight W. Morrow enabled t h e  church t o  



- - - - - - - - - - --- -- 

purchase a pipe organ. 53 I n  1934, S. Boll ing Wrfght. gave t he  church a 

hea t ing  p l an t  and a three-story bui lding f o r  the  Sunday School and pas to r ' s  

residence.  
5 4 

Mexican government ru l i ngs ,  a s  ip t he  case of t he  American School, 

a f f ec t ed  t he  Union Church. I n  the  f i r s t  two months of 1932, a n t i -  

= 55 
c l e r i c a 1  l e g i s l a t i o n  passed by the Rexican Congress closed the c lmrcb~  - - 

The o f f i c i a l  church h i s t o r y  gives  no d e t a i l s  but  s t a t e s  only t h a t ,  "the 

matter  was f i n a l l y  adjusted and , s i nce  then the  s e rv i ce s  of t he  Church 

have not  been interrupted."56 Although t h e  1917 Mexican Cons t i tu t ion  

na t iona l ized  a l l  church proper ty ,  t h e  Union Church property was never formally 

conf iscated by t he  Mexican government. 1n '  the  minutes df t he ,  church t he r e  

i s  f requent  reference t o  plans  f o r  p lacing t he  church's i n  t h e  hands 

of ,a holding company o r  o ther  agency a s  a precautionary measure, but  t h i s  

was never done.57 The o r i g i n a l  property deed was i n  t h e  hands of t h e  Union 

Church o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  1930's and i t  was believed by t h e  members t h a t  t he  

congregation would be ab l e  t o  use its property i n d e f i n i t e l y  under government 

supervis ion.  
58 

Union Church min i s t e r  Reverend Charles-R. McKean w a s  a s t a b i l i z i n g  

f a c t o r  during t h e  1930's. McKean, wi th  h i s  famiQ;xtarrived i n  1927 
t, 

in tending t o  remain only f o r  six months a s  ac t i ng  min ts te r ,  bu t  he s tayed 
F 1 

f o r  32 years .  The Union m u r t h  suffered asmany Arer ns returned t o  % - -  - 1 

the States during the depression. Nevertheless, ~ f ~ & n i  optimisCicalJy -- - 

Y' 

recorded i n  t h e  church's  h t s t o r y  t h a t  "the work of Union Church i n  1938 

is  in good condit ion.  Our r e s iden t  membership is  140. Attendance at  

s e rv i ce s  averages c lo se  t o  100. And our t reasury  shows a balance.  The 



Church School i s  t h r i v i n g  wi th  an average a t tendance of 168, t h e  l a r g e s t  

i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  ~ c h o o l . " ~ ~  I n  1938 i n  t h e  wake of t h e  o i l  

* 
. e x p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  t h e  number of Americans i n  t h e  colony again  decl ined.  

McKean r e c a l l s  t h a t  t h e  expropr ia t ion  reduced t h e  colony popula t ion by a 

p o s s i b l e  one-third and h e  w r i t e s  t h a t  "at tendance i n  Church and Sunday 

1-1 6 1  - - - 

Settool was much less and crf course f inances  suffered,  
-a 

L 
Because t h e  Union Church served any cared t o  j o i n ,  almost 

t 

everyone knew by s i g h t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  such leading colony f i g u r e s  a s  Ambassador 

Josephus Daniels  and h i s  wife .  The church w a s  supported,not  o n l y b y  t h e  

usua l  church-goers,but a l s o  by t h o s e  who came t o  make American acquaintances.  

Though many r e s i d e n t s  who married Mexicans a t tended t h e  church, i t  d id  n o t ,  

l i k e  t h e  American School, undergo any modif ica t ions .  
6 2 

Ins tead ,  t h e  Union 

Evangel ica l  Church remained a pure ly  American church supported by Americahs, 

wi th  i t s  s e r v i c e s  conducted e n t i r e l y  i n  English by an American m i n i s t e r  

, along t h e  p a t t e r n  used i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

Another pure ly  American i n s t i t u t i o n  was t h e  American Benevolent 

Socie ty .  Other f o r e i g n  co lon ies  had t h e  means t o  d e a l  wi th  peopJe i n  

t 

d i s t r e s s ,  and l i k e  them, t h e  Americans needed t o  ca re  f o r  t h e i r  widows, 

orphans, and penn i less  adventurers ,  however few. The American Benevolent 

Socie ty ,  formed in 1868, was t o  be t h e  agency t o  perform t h i s  funct ion.  
63 

- - 

The o l d e s t  American o rgan iza t ion  i n  Mexico Ci ty ,  the s o c i e t y  w a s  t h e  b r a i n c h i l d  

of U.S. Ctrarge d t a f f a 2 r e s  E. S. PImib U. S .  VicFConsul  JohE. Bf ack. 64 

.-. 
No f i g u r e s  appear t o  be  a v a i l a b l e  t o  i n d i c a t e  how many Americans l e f t  
a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  o i l  t a k e o v e r .  However, the  e f f e c t s  were f e l t  i n  
the American Schogl and the Union Church as their r e s p e c t i v e  a t tendance 
records  r e f l e c t  a d e c l i n e  in the populat ion.  



The s o c l e t y  s t a r t e d  ausp ic ious ly  enough, being f inanced through monthly 

s u b s c r i p t i o n s  of $100 and promises of generous donations.  65 I n  1874, 

a t  the  suggest ion of U.S.  Min i s te r  J .  W. Fos te r ,  t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  o b j e c t i v e s  

were changed-from those  of pure ly  we l fa re  t o  inc lude  a c t i v i t i e s  which 

would b r i n g  about g r e a t e r  colony un i ty .  An example of t h e  l a t t e r  w a s  

t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  sponsorship  .of summer p i c n i c s  and Thanksgiving b a l l s .  66 
- - -  -- ----A 

+ 
L 

Perhaps t h e  g r e a t e s t  s e r v i c e  performed by t h e  A.B.S. was b u i l d i n g  
w 

theAmerican Hospi ta l .  Americans had long f e l t  t h a t  Mexican h o s p i t a l s  

provided i n f e r i o r  c a r e  and f a c i l i t i e s .  I n  keeping wi th  t h i s  a t t i t u d e ,  

the s o c i e t y  began a fund d r i v e  f o r  h o s p i t a l  cons t ruc t ion  near  t h e  end of 

the  1870's.  Among t h e  better-known donors were Generals Ulyssses S. Grant 

6 7 L( 

and P h i l i p  Sheridan. I n  1885, colony r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  shocked by news of 
8 

& 5 % 
the  death of a Boston t o u r i s t  l e a d e r  who succumbed t o  smallpox i n  a Mexican 

h o s p i t a l .  The i n c i d e n t  l e d  t h e  A.B.S. t o  a c c e l e r a t e  i t s  fund campaign. 
d 

Simon Lara donated a s i t e  f o r  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and provided backing f o r  

cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  F i r s t  b u i l d i n g  i n  1886. 68 Before h i s  death  i n  1895, 

Lara had given over  $60,000 and , to  commemorate h i s  generos i ty ,  t h e  f i r s t  

bu i ld ing  was named t h e  ~ a t a  pav i l ion .  69 More bu i ld ings  were coristructed 

i n  1887, 1889, and 1905, and the  - f i n a l  bu i ld ing ,  e r e c t e d  and furnished 

with funds from t h e  Guggenheim family,  was named f o r  ~a rba ;a  Guggenheim. 
7 0 

The t i n y  h o s p i t a l  of 1886 wi th  i t s  seven p a t i e n t s  grew t o  accommodate 
- - -- - -- - 

411 by 1904. Hospi ta l  records  of t h a t  year  show t h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  330 American' 

p a t i e n t s ,  81  p a t i e n t s  r epresen t ing  e i g h t  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  a l s o  received 

care .  The A . B . S .  records  provide evidence t h a t  t reatment was e x c e l l e p t  . 



a s  w e l l  a s  i m p a r t i a l .  The recovery r a t e  of those  admitted was over 

92 pe r  cen t .  - 

The American Cemetery Association,-which had been opera t ing  t h e  

American Cemetery, s o l d  out  t o  t h e  A.B.S. i n  1906. 
7  2 

The record  of t h e  

s o c i e t y  reads t h a t  "it i s  t h e  d e s i r e  of t h e  Socie ty  t o  make t h e  American 

Cemetery a  l a s t i n g  c r e d i t  t o  t h e  American Calony, w i t h u t  financial --- - - - 2 - 
1173 b e n e f i t s .  - Despite t h e  d e s i r e ,  t h e  cemetery continued t o  run a  d e f i c i t  

db 

a s  i t  had under i ts  previous  owners. The cemetery remained a  f i n a n c i a l  

burden even a f t e r  t h e  Benevolent Socie ty  t r a n s f e r r e d  funds from i ts  

American Hospi ta l  and Welfare account t o  cover t h e  d e f i c i t .  7 4 
Constantly 

searching f o r  a  way t o  ease  t h e  l o s s e s ,  t h e  A.B.S. s o l d  some of t h e  cemetery 

land t o  t h e  Spanish Benevolent Socie ty  i n  1 9 2 3 . ~ ~  Ten years  later,  t h e  

/ 
s o c i e t y  reorganized t h e  cemetery opera t ion ,  c r e a t i n g  t h e  Compania Panteon 

7 6 Moderno t o  a c t  a s  con t rac to r s .  Under t h i s  company's management, t h e  

C e m e t e r y  w a s  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s e  by o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  mistaken 

b e l i e f  t h a t  more land e x i s t e d  than was neceslbary f o r  exc lus ive  American 

use. F i n a l l y ,  i n  1941, t h e  American Hospi ta l  and t h e  B r i t i s h  Cowdray 

Sanitarium amalgamated i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  ever-present  f i n a n c i a l  

problems, b u t  t h e  A.B. S. continued t o  c a r r y  t h e  main f i n a n c i a l  burden of 

7  7 
\ 

both  h o s p i t a l  and cemetery. 

Along with t h e  newspapers, school ,  church and, t o  a  lesser e x t e n t ,  
- - -- - -- - - 

t h e  Benevolent Socie ty ,  t h e  Chamber of Commerce played a  prominent r o l e  i n  
-- - - - -- 

colony a f f a i r s .  Af te r  World War I, American businessmen assumed t h a t  Mexico 

would become inc reas ing ly  dependent upon t h e  United S t a t e s  f o r  raw m a t e r i a l s  

78  
and f i n i s h e d  goods. Trade between Mexico and the-U.S.,which amounted 



- - - - - - -- *---- 
t o  $75 m i l l i o n  i n  1917, jumped t o  $250 m i l l i o n  j u s t  one year  l a t e r .  

This  inc rease ,  added t o  Mexico's p o t e n t i a l  and h e r  c l o s e  proximity 

t o  t h e  U.S., p l u s  t h e  importance of fo re ign  t r a d e ,  i n  and of i t s e l f ,  

w a s  enough t o  j u s t i f y  t o  businessmen the  c r e a t i o n  of a non-profi t  s e r v t c e  C 

organ iza t ion .  
80 

From i t s  beginning i n  1917, t h e  Chamber of Commerce was made up of 
-- -- 

t h e  colony's  most prominent menibers. The American Consul-Geperal, 

A .  ~hambef la in ;  a r e a l t o r ,  Samuel W. Rider;  and well-known lawyer, 
i 

had a hand i n  i t s  organization.81 Among i t s  execut ives  a t  one 

time o r  another w e r e  S. Bol l ing  Wright, Vice-president of La Consolidada, 

W. B. Richardson, manager of t h e  Mexico City branch of F i r s t  Natironal 

82 
Ci ty  Bank of New York, and Basham. Only U.S. c i t i z e n s  and American- 

owned f i rms  could belong t o  t h e  But 'when t h e  Chamber 

encountered f i n a n c i a l  d i f  f i c u l t d s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1930' s , i t  modified i t s  

83 
by-laws t o  al low Mexicans and o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  t o  j o i n ,  r e se rv ing  

t o  Americans t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  o r  be e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Board of Di rec to r s .  

The chamber's major o b j e c t i v e s  were t o  s tkmulate ,  develop, and 

f a c i l i t a t e  t r a d e  r e l q t i o n s  between Mexico and t h e  United S t a t e s .  84 1n  

keeping wi th  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s  , t h e  Chamber, i n  1918, s t r u c k  an  A r b i t r a t i o n  

Committee t o  a d j u s t  claims between American expor te r s  and Mexican impor ters .  8 5 

It a l s o  c i r c u l a t e d  t h  i t s  members t h e  U.S. War Trade Board's l i s t  of f i rms 
. - 

- -  L - -  - - 

who were t r a d i n g  wi th  t h e  enemy and who were to-be  boycotted.  
z . In 1919, 

t h e  Chamber began a l o m a t t l e  t o  cliange tTte U.S. TinWmeTaxLawprovision 

which s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  Americans who earned income a b r o a d h a d  t o  pay U.S. - 
income tax.- A f t e r  t h e  war, t h e  Chamber i n t e n s i f i e d  i t s  f i g h t  t;o have t h e  



provis ion repealed ,  s e t t i n g  up a L e g i s l a t i v e  and ~ i p l o m a t i c  Committee 

headed by Harvey Basham and cooperat ing wi th  Chambers elsewhere i n  t h e  

8  7 
world. Although t h e  U.S. Supreme Court ru led  a g a i n s t  t h e  proposed 

88 
r e v i s i o n ,  the  Revenue Act of 1926 cancel led  what was, i n  e f f e c t ,  double 

t a x a t i o n  of Americans abroad,89 thereby f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  
- - - -  

Chamber t o  ob ta in  j u s t  s u c h  a  r u l i n g .  

I ' d  C 

Other s p e c i f i c  func t ions .o f  theshamber  were t o  publ ish  a  monthly 

review, ar range p a s s p o r t s  f o r  Americans coming t o  Mexico, and inform 

members of new government r e g u l a t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  t r ade .  The Chamber 

recognized growing t o u r i s t  t r a v e l  t o  Mexico i n  t h e  1930's a s  a  p o t e n t i a l  

economic b e n e f i t  and i t  added t o  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e  promotion of tourism, 

l a r g e l y  through p u b l i c i t y  i n  i t s  monthly, t h e  Mexican-American Review. 

Mexichn-American t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  and a  reduc t ion  i n  Chamber membership 

r e f l e c t e d  uns tab le  world economic c o n w t i o n  i n  t h e  1930's.  W. R. Richardson, 
P .  

Chamber p res iden t  i n  1931-32, descr ibed t h e  s i t u a t i o n :  

The ' ~ r i s t e r o s '  u p r i s i n g  and t h e  Escobar r e v o l u t i o n  i n  1929 
were expensive t o  t h e  country,  and c r i t i c a l  economic 
burdens w e r e  c a r r i e d  over  t o  1931 and 1932. Besides,  
i n  1931, t h e  U d t e d  S t a t e s  was undergoing one of t h e  wors t  
depress ions  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  and t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a f f e c t e d  
o t h e r  n a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Mexico. All t h i s  brought 4 

about a monetary c r i s i s  and many U.S. bus inesses  w e r e  
c losed,  causing q u i t e  a  number of American r e s i d e n t s  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  U.S. and, consequently, a h e a v y l o s s  o f -  
members of t h e  Chamber of commerce. 9 1  

- ~- ~ ~ 

From a  d e p r e s s i o n . 1 0 ~  of 210 members, t h e  Chamber recovered enough by t h e  

end of t h e  1930's t o  l is t  430 i n d i v i d u a l s  and f i rms  on i t s  r o l l s .  
9  2 

/ 



- -- 

The American image of weal th ,  s t a b i l i t y ,  e f f i c i e n c y ,  contentment, 

and s u p e r i o r i t y  w a s  sus ta ined  by t h e  v a r i o u s  colony i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The 
P 

A m e r i c a ~ e n e v o l e n t  Soc ie ty ,  which supported t h e  few unfor tunate  Americans 

who were unable t o  c a r e  f o r  themselves, helped t o  d i s g u i s e  any evidence 

of poverty wi th in  t h e  American community. The American p r e s s ,  wi th  i ts 

i n s i s t e n c e  on p o l i t i c a l  n e u t r a l i t y ,  made t h e  colony seem s t a b l e  and 
--- -- 

content .  Knowing t h a t  Americans were g u e s t s  i n  a f o r e i g n  country ,  t h e  

American businessmen, ,who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  American p r e s s ,  undoubtedly 

bel ieved t h a t  unfavourable opinions about Mexican a f f a i r s  would d i s c r e d i t  

t h e  colony and poss ib ly  j eopard ize  t h e  American-Mexican t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s .  

- . These t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  were nur tured by t h e  American Chamber of Commerce 

whose members were among t h e  colony's  most prominent men. These men, eager 

t o  promote t r a d e  between t h e  U.S. and Mexico, .created a p r e s t i g i o u s  Chamber 

of Commerce which r e f l G e d  a law-abiding American colony. rC 

Beneath t h i s  o f f i c i a l  facade,  c o n f l i c t  and d i s c o n t e n t  w e r e  evident .  

Onqsource  of c o n f l i c t  e x i s t e d  between Ambassador Josephus Danie ls  and 

tHe Amerfcan businessmen. They he ld  Danie ls  i n  contempt because h e  w a s  

, unwil l ing  t o  represen t  t h e i r  views t o  t h e  Washington o r  t h e  ~ & d e n a s  

government. S imi la r ly ,  h e  d i s t r u s t e d  t h e  businessmen whom h e  suspected  t o  
b 

b e  too  greedy. Never theless ,  a cbmpromise e x i s t e d  and Danie ls  a t  t imes 

proved u s e f u l  t o  t h e  businessmen. For example, Daniels  w a s  ins t rumenta l  i n  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

persuading t h e  ~ e x i c a n  government t o  allow English t o  remain t h e  predominant 
- - -  - . - 

language i n  t h e  American School. f- 



I 
Although t h e  American businessmen p r iva t e ly  despised t he  Cardenas 

government, they were forced t o  accept i t .  Only when t h e  essence of t h e i r  

community w a s  threatened did  they complain. Thus, when &denas i n  / 
1 

1935 ordered foreign schools t o  use  Spanish exclusively ,  they adamantly /" . 
pro tes ted  and won. 

4" 

/' 
The colony w a s  character ized by a deep sea ted  - arrogance-which -- .. k 

/ 
p;evented Americans from involving themselves i n  Mexican ins t i tu t i* .  

-- 
The Americans refused t o  abandon t h e i r  own c u l t u r e  i n  exchange f o r  one 

they bel ieved was i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e i r s .  Because they found English rap id ly  

becoming Mexico C i ty ' s  second language, they thought t h a t  they had no need 
\ 

t o  learn Spanish so  they could communicate with t h e  Nexicans. The 

American colony was a b l e  t o  maintain i t s  separa te  i d e n t i t y  because 

t he  Mexican government i n t e r f e r e d  bu t  l i t t l e  and t h e  Mexican upper c l a s s  

eager ly  sought membership i n  American clubs and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  This ,  t o  

t h e  Americans, w a s  proof t h a t  t h e  American c u l t u r e  was super io r  t o  t h e  

Mexican. 



+ 
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CHAPTER I11 

- PREVAILING ATTITUDES AND VALUES I N  THE 

AMERICAN COLONY DURING THE 1930's  

The American colony " w a s  composed of a l l  k inds  of Americans, 
There were simple, hard-working people among them. The 
a n y  was recurrgnrly--if tempmarily--•’re&emd hy - -- - -- 
newcomers from t h e  North, many of them very l i b e r a l  i n  
t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  tuward Mexico and Mexicans. By and l a r g e ,  
however, t h e  permanent colony, a s  i t  could be  seen i n  
t h e  American Club and o t h e r  gather ing p l a c e s ,  were j u s t  
about the same s o r t  of well-to-do people who wish t o  maintain 
t h e  ' s t a t u s  quo' a s  one would m e e t  i n  a s i m i l a r  c lub i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s .  In genera l  they w e r e  conservative-- 
sometimes reac t ionary ,  b u t  I always found them, a s  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i f  not  as p o l i t i c a l  and economic phi losophers ,  
men and women given t o  f r i e n d l i n e s s ,  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  and 
kindness.  " 

Josephus Danie ls ,  Shi r t -Sleeve 
Diplomat, p. 380. 

The previous chap te r  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  American va lues  w e r e  perpetuated  

through t r a n s p l a n t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  indigenous t o  America t o  t h e  American 

colony. This  chapter  w i l l  examine t h e s e  va lues  as they w e r e  exemplif ied 

by the colony's  permanent r e s i d e n t s  and, more p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  by s h o r t  

h i s t o r i e s  of s i x  well-known colony l eaders .  
i 

In  order t o  o b t a i n  information &out t h e  va lues  and a t t i t u d e s  he ld  by 

.\ 
American colony r e s i d e n t s ,  twenty-one Americans who res ided i n  t h e  colony 

- - -  -- --  - - 

i n  the 1930's were interviewed.  M ~ s t  r e s i d e n t s  were i h t e r e s t e d  i n  achieving 

economic s e c u r i t y  and maintaining t h e i r  American i d e n t i t y  through c r e a t i n g  
f 

and p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in' t h e i r  n a t i v e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Thei r  bus iness  w a s  bus iness  

and t h i s  meant t h a t  few memoirs exist. A major "problem a rose  i n  conducting 



1' 

t h e  in te rv iews  when i t  became apparent  t h a t  co2ony members today a r e  

uneasy about t h e i r  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  i n  Mexico. Said one American, "Mexico 

i s  no longer an ado lescen t  who needs our  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  o p e r a t e  h i s  i n d u s t r i e s  

and bus inesses  bu t  r a t h e r  a competent a d u l t  who wants t o  f r e e  himself from 

h i s  parent.'11 The Americans interviewed f e l t  t h a t  they were i n  a p reca r ious  

p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  +d t h a t  i t  would b e  unwise t o  d i s c d s  p 9 d k k a l  LSQXLCS- 

They spoke f r e e l y  about colony mat te r s  bu t  d id  not  wish t h e i r  views on 
rc 

t 
t h e  Cardenas regim&to be publ ic ized.  

Because most of t h e  Americans w e r e  w e a l t h i e r  than t h e  Mexicans, they 
I 

never  experienced t h e  kind of s&uggle t y p i c a l  of most immigrants i n  t h e i r  
I 

newly adopted coun t r i e s .  The i r  comparative wealth meant t h a t  Americans, 

who i n  t h e i r  homeland would have been considered middle o r  upper-middle 

c l a s s ,  saw themselves a s  an  upper c l a s s  subcu l tu re  w i t h i n  Mexican soc ie ty .  

They were accepted a s  a subcu l tu re  w i t h i n  the  upper c l a s s  because of t h e i r  

wealJth and possess ion of v i t a l  bus iness  and t echno log ica l  s k i l l s  i n  a country 

where such s k i l l s  were rare. 
c 

The r e f u s a l  of -Americans t o  be  ass imi la ted  i n t o  Mexican s o c i e t y  was 

made p o s s i b l e  by s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s .  The cosreopolitan f l avour  of Mexico 

Ci ty  and th>w held  by Mexicans t h a t  American c u l t u r e  was l a u h e l e  and 

worthy of emulation helped t o  r e i n f o r c e  an American sense  of s u p e r i o r i t y .  

Americans t o  marry o t h e r  Americans. And of course American Pro tes tan t i sm 

au tomat ica l ly  made t h e  community d i f f e r e n t ,  So, too ,  d id  f requen t  r e t u r n s  

ro  the United S t a t e s  work a g a i n s t  a s s i m i l a t i o n .  



Thanks t o  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l l y  secure  p o s i t i o n  and t o  t h e  p r e s t i g e  

of  English i n  Mexico, t h e  Americans found i t  unnecessary t o  l e a r n  S-panish; 

. most f e  spoke i t  l i t t l e  o r  poor ly .  mile their l ack  of language 

p rof ic iency  hindered t h e i r  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  Mexican s o c i e t y ,  t h i s  'did no t  

prevent  them from e x i s t i n g  comfortably i n  Mexico Ci ty .  S w c e  n e a r l y  a l l  

Mexico Ci ty  schools taught  Engl ish ,  many were a b l e  t o  speak It a l i t t l e .  
2 

- - - 

In  a d d i t i o n ,  many Mexicans i n  bus iness  and government spoke English.  This 

l e d  t o  r e l a t i v e  ease  i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  between Americans and some of t h e i r  

~ % e  k e y  t o  t h e  American colony's  i s o l a k o n  w a s  i t s  cons tan t  use  of 
2 

English which r a p i d l y  was becoming Xexieo C i t y ' s  second language,  and he ld  i n  high 

esteem by many Mexicans. Hence an American c h i l d  who spoke poor Spanish 

was viewed, no t  a s  a  "poor immigrant," b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  a s  an o f f s p r i n g  of 

fo re ign  pa ren t s  wi th  wealth and s t a t u s .  American housewives who spoke 

ba re ly  enough Spanish t o  converse wi th  t h e i r  maids o r  t h e  neighbourhood 

shopkeepers r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  p r e s t i g e  i n  s i m i l a r  manner. English was spoken 

-- 
i n  t h e  v a s t  ma jor i ty  of American colony homes and w a s  used a t  t h e  American 

School, a t tended by almost alE colony ch i ld ren .  Although se~ond-genera t ion  

Americans o f t e n  spoke f l u e n t  Spanish thanks t o  t h e i r  con tac t  wi th  s e r v a n t s ,  

courses  a t  school ,  o r  necessary day-to-day con tac t s ,  they sti l l .  f a i l e d  

t o  become a s s i m i l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  Xexican upper c l a s s  because of l i m i t e d  con tac t  

Even second and t h i r d  g e n e r a t i m  Americans i s o l a t e d  themselves from 

Mexican organ iza t ions  by j o i n i n g  only American clubs  an' i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Hare 
6 3 

than any o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  American School preserved t h e  'American i d e p t i t y .  



u 

When American c h i l d r e n  played i n  t h e  American School 's  yard,  they spoke 

e i t h e r  Engl ish  o r  a mixture  of Spanish and English.  Having been taught  

by t h e i r  pa ren t s  t h a t  American va lues  were s u p e r i o r  t o  t h o s e  he ld  by A 

Mexicans, these  ch i ld ren ,  according t o  those  interviewed,  thought them- 
- 

s e l v e s  an e l i t e  and any need t o  become Mexicans i n  o u t l o o k , r a r e l y  exis ted . '  

from becoming absorbed i n t o  Hexican l i f e  w a s  t h e  Union Evangel ica l  Church 

where t h e  sermons were i n  English,  The f requen t  r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  United 
x 

S t a t e s ,  bnd most f a m i l i e s  could a f f o r d  one o r  more t r i p s  each y e a r , )  provided 
e 

s t i l l  another means f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  remain i n  touch wi th  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y .  

- 
Retent ion of U.S. c i t i z e n s h i p  was another  way, f o r  Americans t o  

maintain t h e i r  i d e n t i t y .  Children born of American c i t i z e n s  i n  Mexico 
\ 

uere, of course,  United S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s  and most who married Mexicans 
* 

r e t a i n e d  i t .  A t  b i r t h  they were r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  American consu la te ,  and 

. they could choose a t  'age twenty-one w h e t h k  t o  remain American of  seek . 
* .  . 

4 Hexican c i t i z e n s h i p .  Despi te  t h i s  apparent  choice,  almost a l l  remained 

Americans a s  they f e l t  t h a t  t o  exchange t h e i r  American b i r t h r i g h t  f o r  

Mexican c i t i z e n s h i p  w a s  a step down t h e  ladder .  One woman, f o r  example, 

vhose p a r e n t s  had emigrated t o  Hexico i n  the  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  19 th  century, 

declared t h a t  al though she and her s i b l i n g s  had been born i n  Mexico they st i l l  

nnst Q • ’  hez l i • ’e  in Mexico stated t h a t  -~e-hadernmp- 

4 
t o  h e r ,  she.would never 'g ive  up h e r  American c i t i z e n s h i p .  I n  f a c t ,  she  

s a i d ,  should t h e  Xexican govermnent ever  a t tempt  t o  f o r c e  f o r e i g n e r s  l i v i n g  
I .  

t h e r e  t o  became Mexican c i t i z e n s ,  shei would g ive  up her home and* r e t u r n  t o  



t h e  United S t a i e s  p 

- - 

84 

-- -- 

anent ly .  Although a few wealthy i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  

Of 

r i e d  t o  Mexicans d i d  f o r f e i t  t h e i r  American c i t i z e n s h i p ,  

American ?lony v mbers viewed them with  susp ic ion ,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  they 

t o  t r a n s f e r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e i r  adopted country ,  bu t  

t o  avoid payment of Uni tes  S t a t e s  inqome tax .  

Americans discouraged i n t e m a r r i a ~ e  and, when it d i d  occur, it seldom 

l e d  t o  a s s i m i l a t i o n  i n t o  Mexican s o c i e t y .  A s tudy  of t h e  1938 e d i t i o n  of 

t h e  Anglo-American Di rec to ry  of Mexico showed t h a t  62  Americans o u t  of 831 

l i s t e d  had married Mexicans. Because t h e  d i r e c t o r y  included o n l y  thosewho wanted 
21 

t o  be l i s t e d  and thus  presumably. those who were t h e  l e a s t  Mexicanized, t h i s  

f i g u r e ,  one-fourth of t h e  colony's  popula t ion,  perhaps should be  rev i sed  

upward. While i t  appeass t h a t  in te rmar r i age  was not  uncommon and colony 

members t o l e r a w i t ,  an e f f o r t  was made t o  prevent  it .  P a r e n t s  of 

marriageable daughters  sought t o  l e s s e n  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  by sending t h e i r  

daughters  back t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  f o r  " f u r t h e r  education." Those who did 

marry Mexicans d i d  no t  become absorbed i n t o  t h e  Mexican upper c l a s s .  
C 

Rather,  t h e  pexican p a r t n e r  became p a r t  of t h e  American colony, f u r t h e r  

enhancing i t s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a "superior1'  c u l t u r e .  

The Americans i s o l a t e d  themselves p o l i t i c a l l y  a s  w e l l  a s  c u l t u r a l l y .  

Because t h e  colony was a bus iness  community, i t s  members w e r e  opposed t4.. 
I / 

Cardenas' p o l i c i e s  which they be l i eved  t o  be s o c i a l i s t i c .  Under t h e  Cardenas 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - 

regime, Americans ob jec ted  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  l abour  laws which they found 
-- -- -- 

u n f a i r ,  cumbersome, and inconvenient .  For example, H a r r y  Wright, an American 

steel manufacturer and one of t h e  r i c h e s t  men i n  t h e  colony, t o l d  an American 

in te rv iewer  i n  1940 t h a t  h i s  ch ie f  complaint about Mexico was i t s ' l a b o u r  laws. 
5 



- - - - - 
One of Wright 's gr ievances  was t h a t  no employee who had worked over t h i r t y  

days could be  discharged except  f o r  s t e a l i n g  o r  sabotage.  H e  expla ined 

t h a t  i n  most cases  t h e  company had t o  g e t  t h e  union's  permission t o  

f i r e  a workman and would have t o  pay t h e  employee t h r e e  months' s a l a r y  

on d i s m i s s a l  p lus  twenty days'  pay f o r  each year of s e r v i c e .  Another 
+ .  
i 

American a s s e r t e d  t h a t  h e  chuse t o  abandon h i s  own bus iness  r a t h e r  than 
- - ---- -- 

work wi th  ,Mexicot s l abour  l&s which, i n  h i s  opinion,  gave t h e  Mexican 

6 
workers f a r  too manx advantages. The American colony be l i eved  t h a t  

I ' 

t h e  Cardenas government was-too eager  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  workers and t h a t  t h e  

businessman's p r o f i t s  w e r e ,  as a consequence,-reduced. 
' a, 

Because they disagreed wi th  him p o l i t i c a l l y ,  s e v e r a l  prominent 

/ " 

American businessmen who had o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  become.acquainted with Cardenas 
I 

dec l ined t o  do so.  Harry  right's bro the r ,~Samuel  Bol l ing  Wright, had 

/ / 
been introduced t o  Cardenas by Calles b e f o r e  cardenas assumed power., But 

/ I < 
when Cardenas and C a l l e s  s p l i t  and Wright r e a l i z e d  t h a t  cardenas would s i d e  

wi th  labour  i n s t e a d  of bus iness ,  h e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  avoided Mexico's ch ie f  
.4 

executive.  Harry Mazal, another  importan6 businessman who chose not  t o  

/ J 
m e e t  Cardenas, had knam Obregon and Calles an4 w a s  a goqd f r i e n d  of Lic.  

I 

Raul Caste l lano,  a Cardenas cab ine t  m i n i s t e r .  Cas te l l ano  had an s e v e r a l  

E=- I - 
occasions o f fe red  t o  in t roduce  Mazal t o  Cardenas b u t  i t  w a s  Mazal's opinion '. 
t h a t  ~ i r d e n a s  gave Mexican workers an open i n v i t a t i o n  t o  s t r i k e  and he had 

-- - - -  - -- - - - - - -- - 

t 
no d e s i r e  t o  m e e t  t h e  p res iden t .  Mazal d isagreed wi th  Cardenas' " s o c h l f s t ~ c "  

- 

approach and r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  as " the  f a t h e r  of h a t r e d  toward- - 

Americans." 



A few Americans outs ide of t he  business community became very c lo se  

f r iends  of t he  president .  Howard P h i l l i p s ,  ed i to r  of Lke sophis t ica ted  

f l  
magazine, Mexican- Li fe ,  was one of cardenas' good American f r i ends  but he 

+ 
mingled l i t t l e  with the  colony members and h i s  inf luence wi th in  the co lony .  

I 
was minimal. P h i l l i p s  had Cardenas' whole-hearted support f o r  h i s  Mexican 

L i f e  - whose aim was t o  improve r e r a t l z n s  5etween the U.ST-XndMexlco. Ano 7 
I 

American, Wflliam Cameron Townsend, won Cardenas' f r iendship.  Townsend, a 

missionary, was t r ans l a t i ng  t h e  Bible i n t o  Indian languages with the  i n t e n t  

I 
of Chris t ianizing i so l a t ed  - Mexican Indian t r i b e s .  Despite Cardenas' po l i c i e s  

of keeping e k a t i o n  and r e l i g ion  separate ,  he condoned Townsend's missionary 

1 
e f f o r t s .  Cardenas supported Townsend because he and h i s  Wycliffe Bible 

B 
Translators  taught t h e  Indians t o  read and t o  improve t h e i r  crops. The 

/ 
- 

f r iendship between Cardenas and Townsend became so  c lose  t ha t  when the l a t t e r  

/ 
remarried, Cardenas and h i s  wife  were bes t  man and matron of honour a t  the 

7 
wedding. A c lose  f r iendship a l s o  developed between Josephus Daniels and 

/ 

Cardenas. Both men were liberal-minded and shared a d i s l i k e  of conservative 

/ 
businessmen. Cardenas appreciated Daniels'  devotion t o  t he  improvement of 

/ 
t he  U. S .-Mexican re la t ionsh ip  while Daniels admired Cardenas' p o l i c i e s  a s  

wel l  as  h i s  honesty. 

I 
Although they were aware of Cardenas' reputat ion a s  an unusually honest 

individual ,  many colony nresers specubmd-or M s ~ e f P i f e f v ~ ~ -  %+ - 

members c i rcu la ted  so many s t o r i e s  about Damasco t h a t  it was a s  i f  they 
$ 

I / 
wished Cardenas could be m l i c a t e d .  Cardenas w a s  a l s o  c r i t i c i z e d  for h i s  

confessed atheism, e e e c i a l l y  by those American Cathol ics  who supported the 



-- -- -- - 

6 

Mexican Catholic Church's at tempts t o  regain inf luence overrI4exico's 
i 1 

\ 

/ 
educational system. F ina l ly ,  the  American colony d i s l i ked  Cardenas b ~ c a u s e  - 

P A  
a . .  

he simply paid no a t t e n t i o n  to  i t .  The president  even ignored the  yellow , 

journalism i n  the  American colony newspaper, the  Mexico Ci ty  Post .  

While t he  American colony might have welcomed an invasion of Mexico ' -  
1 I 

4 
wkea t 2 ~ ~ 4 ~ ~ e d l y  accepted * A 

Roosevelt 's d rervention.  And while they 
1 

9 , .  
t he  clock back t o  t he  "good old days" of P o r f i r i o  ' i., 

a 

\C I . I 

- 

t he  a t t en t ion  they f e l t  they had earned f o r  bri&ging c a p i t a l  and techpology , .  

t 
9 r 

t o  Mexich, they had no choice but  t o  t o l e r a t e  the  Cardenas gove&ent. 

The colony population remained s t a b l e  through the  1930's with  only a . C- " 
s l i g h t  decl ine beginning i n  1938 a s  a r e s u l t  of the  o i l  exp rop r i a tkn .  Hex* 

/ 
a t t r a c t e d  few Americans during the  Cardenas e r a  ye t  few l e f t  despice t h e i r  , 

4 

in tense  d i s l i k e  of the  p re s iden t ' s  po l i c i e s .  The reason f o r  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l .  
. . 

a r r i v a l  i n  Mexico s t i l l  ex is ted  desp i t e  the  f e a r  t h a t ,  a s  fore igners ,  they 

could be expelled by what they believed were extreme left-wing government 

i 
po l i c i e s .  But ,  Mexico, even during the so-called s o c i a l i s t i c  Cardenas 

regime, remained v i rg in  s o i l  for American businessmen who faced l i t t l e  o r  

no competition from Mexicans. Moreover, because Mexico needed cap i t a l ,  

high i n t e r e s t  r a t e s ,  guaranteed by the  Mexican government, w e r e  paid t o  

investors .  Mexicg,_in short,-offered t h e  - l i t t l e  enclave of middle c l a s s  
. . 

Americans - - - b e t t e r  - - -  business opportuni t ies  than they could-obtain  in  t h e  

United S ta tes .  



As a  group and a s  i r td iv iduals  , Americans enjoyed more p r e s t i g e  i n  
L 

Mexico than i n  the  Unitey S t a t e s .  Because t h e  Mexican middle c l a s s  was 
I Ir 
i 

smal l  and poor c o r n p a y  t h e  ~ m e r i c a n  middle c l a s s ,  t h e  American 

r e s i d e n t s  were viewed..by Mexicans a s  analogous t o  Mexican upper c l a s s e s .  

For example, one American s t a t e d  t h a i  h e r  f a t h e r ,  a  s u p p l i e r  of e l e c t r i c a l  

Mexico he became a  somebody because t h e  Mexicans looked up t o  him and 

respected  him as he s o l d  goods which were e i t h e r - i n  very  s h o r t  supply o r  

non-existent .  ,18 Thus, h e r  f a t h e r ,  a  commonplace salesman i n  U.S. terms, 

received s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  i n  Mexico because he ,  l i k e  many Americans, in t ro -  

duced Mexico t o  technological  gadgets .  The a t t e n t i o n  af forded him by 

Mexicans meant t h a t  an  o therwise  undis t inguished e i t i z e n  acquired  a  s p e c i a l  

s t a t u s  i n  Mexico. Such p r e s t i g e  and f e r t i l e  bus iness  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t i e d  
e 

, I ~ ' ~ ~ . ~ I _ . , _ , , . , _ ,  

t ',I,,., 

middle c l a s s  Americans t o  Mexico. ---,,.+ 
~. ~ 

, - . ..%. - . ~  - . I . _  . -  ..' i-. -. 9. < 
/ 

- ' - -  - '.. .< 

Because se rvan t s  w e r e  inexpensive,  most ?ka?rica& h i r e d  them t o  do - - 
much of t h e  housework and gardening, providing American women wi th  t h e  kind 

of l e i s u r e ' t i m e  only a v a i l a b l e  t o  upper c l a s s  women i n  t h e  U.S. I n s o f a r  . . 
a s  upward m o b i l i t  pea r s  t o  be a mark widdle c l a s s ,  t h e  employment 7 
of s e r v a n t s  impl ies  a  s a t i s f a c t i o n  much g r e a t  r than s t  g e t t i n g  work done. u 
The same f i n a n c i a l  capac i ty  which enabled them t o  h i r e  s e r v a n t s  permit ted 

them t o  g ive  their c h i l d r e n  p r i v a t e  Americaa s&~oo&%ng, f urgkter-fng t h e i r  

resemblance t o  an  upper c l a s s .  As another  A m e r i c a n  p u t  it, "life An-Mexico -- 

C i t y  i n  t h e  1930's was simple,  cheap and gracious.  1t9 



- - - - - - 

Colony res iden ts  bel ieved t h a t  apar t  from br inging ~ e x i c a n s  t he  

b less ings  of c a p i t a l  and technology, they a l s o  taught them t h e  importance 

of e f f i c i ency  and c leanl iness .  The Americans were of t h e  opinion t h a t  
r 

those  colonias ,  sucfi a s  Lomas de  Chapultepec, engineered by Americans, 

epitomized American e f f i c i ency  and technological  s k i l l s .  Aqericans wanted 
t o  be  f i r s t  i n  a new colonia because they b e l i e v e t h a t  i f  they set  examples 

of o rde r l i ne s s  and c lean l iness ,  those Mexicans who moved I n  wouad follow s 

s u i t .  

Americans a l s o  saw themselves as being more responsible  than Mexicans 

i n  business  deal ings .  For ins tance,  they claimed t h a t  Mexicans p re fe r red  

American r e n t e r s  because when they moved they,  un l ike  Mexicans, d id  not  

remove bathroom and l i g h t  f i x t u r e s .  According t o  American colony r e s iden t s ,  

Mexicans p re fe r red  t o  work f o r  Americans because Mexicans exploi ted theTr 

own countrymen more than Americans. Because Mexicans believed t h a t  American 

bosses had a b e t t e r  sense  of what cons t i t u t ed  " f a i r  t reatmentt '  of employees, 

se rvan ts  were eager t o  obta in  pos t s  wi th  American fami l ies  where they were 

more l i k e l y  t o  be t r e a t e d  wel l ,  and rece ive  higher wages f o r  l e s s  work than if  

they were h i r ed  by Mexican fami l ies .  
10 

The American i d e n q t y  in Mexico City proved easy t o  maintain because - 
6 

of widespread Mexican acceptance of t he  English language, t h e  Mexicans' 

desire t o  emulate Americans, the existence of -theAmerican School,-frequent 

re tu rns  by colony r e s iden t s  t o  t h e  U.  S., t h e i r  P ro t e s t an t  r e l i g ion ,  and - --- 

t h e i r  r e t en t i on  of c i t i zensh ip .  With t h e i r  s t rong sense  of American values ,  

and t h e i r  view of American c u l t u r e  a s  super ior  t o  t h a t  of t he  Mexican, they 

success fu l~ ly  r e s i s t e d  ass imi la t ion  i n t o  Mexican soc ie ty .  The preva i l ing  



" s p i r i t "  i n  t h e  American colony, i n  o t h e r  words, w a s  a deep sense  of p r i d e  

i n  being American. 

The d e s c r i p t i o n  below of  s i x  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  American colony of 

tWe 1930 's  suppor ts  t h e  no t ion  t h a t  whi le  they d i f f e r e d  i n  many r e s p e c t s ,  r 

t h e y  - - shared a common d e s i r e  - -- t o  remain American c i t i z e n s  and t o  suppor t  t h e  
-- - -  

. colony's c lubs  and i n s t i t u t i o n s :  Harry Wright, h i s  b r o t h e r  Samuel Bol l ing  
i 

Wright, and Harvey A .  Basham epitomized t h e  American colony's  wish t o  

r e t a i n  i t s  i s o l a t i o n  from Mexican s o c i e t y .  Conversely, Henry Hulbert  Rice, 

Harry ~ a z a l ,  and William Blaine  Richardson, each of whom married Mexican 

_I 
women, w e r e  t o  some degree involved wi th  l i f e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  American.colony. 

~ a r q  Mazal-Everyone ' s Friend.  
11 

Harry Mazal knew everyone worth knowing i n  t h e  American colony. Outside 

/ 
of t h e  colony, h e  was acquainted  wi th  such important people as Alvaro Obregon, 

J 

Plu ta rco  E l i a s  Ca l l es ,  and Diego Rivera.  Mazal, born i n  Spain i n  1900, was 

raise'd i n  Southbridge, Massachusetts,  a town noted f o r  its o p t i c a l  i n k s t r y .  

Mazal became an op tomet r i s t ,  b u t  be ing possessed by wander lus t ,  h e  never 

p r a c t i s e d  h i s  t r ade .  Ins tead ,  he  went t o  work f o r  t h e  Underwood Typewriter 

Company i n  New York. I n  1918, when h e  was only e igh teen ,  Mazal became a 

salesman f o r  Lawrence and Company, a rpanufacturer of co t ton  goods. H i s  work 
- -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - 

took him t o  t h e  West I n d i e s  and t o  Mexico and i n  1920 h e  s e t t l e d  permanently 
- - -- -- 

i n  Mexico a s  h i s  f i rm ' s  r epresen ta t ive .  Ambitious and e n e r g e t i c ,  Mazal 

became manager of and a minor p a r t n e r  i n  a manufacturing company t h a t  produced 

t h e  f i r s t . r a y o n  k n i t t e d  f a b r i c  i n  Mexico. When t h e  Wall S t r e e t  Crash occurred,  

t h e  holder  of t h e  major i ty  of sha res  i n  t h e  company s o l d  t h e  company t o  a Toronto 



- - - 

organ iza t ion  and Mazal bought s h a r e s  i n  a company t h a t  manufattured women's 

wear. H e  s t ayed  wi th  t h i s  f o r  almost t e n  yea rs ,  s e l l i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  1940's 

when i t  became apparent  t h a t  none of h i s  t h r e e  sons wished t o  c a r r y  on t h e  

business .  He  then began t o  manufacture s c i e n t i f i c  ins t ruments  f o r  h o s p i t a l s  

and l a b o r a t o r i e s .  During t h e  19301s,  Mazal was a l s o  manager of a  cons t ruc t ion  

f i rm and a d i r e c t o r  of Banco Anglo Mexicano. 
- -- - - - - -p 

Mazal found Mexico Ci ty  an  appealing mixture as d i d  many of h i s  contemp- 
t 

o r a r i e s .  H e e n j o y e d i t s  gorgeous gardens; perhaps t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  i n  t h e  

western hemisphere, found t h e  c l ima te  agreeable ,  t h e  c o s t  of l i v i n g  i n f i n i t e l y  

less expensive than New York, and t h e  women of t h e  c i t y  extremely a t t r a c t i v e .  
I 

A born "joiner,"--he took a deep i n t e r e s t  i n  the  i n s t i u t i o n a l  and club l i f e  
* 

of t h e  American colony. H e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  Mexico 

City Rotary Club. The Mexican branch of Rotary was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1921 and, . 
by t h e  1930's  i t  w a s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  o rgan iza t ion  composed equa l ly  of American 

and Mexican members. Rotary was t o  be  a l i f e l o n g  interest  f o r  Mazal and, 

t h r o  h i t ,  h e  made many f r i e n d s .  x 
Mazal married a Mexican b u t  t h e  t h r e e  %nk born t o  him followed t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n , o f  t h e  colony, going. to  t h e  American School, r e t u r n i n g  

t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  a t t e n d  co l l ege ,  and marrying American women. Two 

of h i s  sons later jo ined him i n  running h i s  manufacturing bus iness  and t h e  
I 

t h i r d  son became, f o r  a  time, head of t h e  American Express o f f i c e  i n  Mexico 

Ci ty .  

Mazal decl ined 40,give up h i s  American c i t i z e n s h i p ,  p i s i t e d  t h e  U.S. 

t h r e e  t o  f i v e  t i m e s  e y a r ,  and continued t o  "fee l"  thoroughly American. u 



L 
- - 't 9 2 

Although h e  made many f r i e n d s  and conf idantes  from among t h e  d ny n a t i o n a l i t i e s  

represented i n  Mexico Ci ty ,  most of h i s  f r i e n d s  were Americap. A p a r t i c u l a r l y  
f =' 

c l o s e  f r i e n d  w a s  W i l l i a m  B. Richardson, t h e  banker whose @ i t h  i n  Mexico's 
1 
/ - 

progress  w z a l  p a r t i c u l a r l y  admired. Samuel Bol l ing  Wrighf, t h e  colony's 
-+ 
\ p h i l a n t h r o p i s t ,  was another  c l o s e  f r i e n d .  Mazal, who suppoyqed Josephus 

Danie ls '  pro-Mexican p o s i t i o n  dur ing t h e  1938 o i l  expropr ia t ion ,  lunched 
- -- 

- --- - 
- 

with  t h e  ambassador two o r  t h r e e  times weekly. A s  t r e a s u r e r  of  t h e  Union 

Evangel ica l  Church, Mazal a l s o  came t o  know w e l l  t h e  p a s t o r ,  D r .  Charles M. 

Mazal's Mexican f r i e n d s h i p s  were sometimes a c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  terms, 

a s  he enjoyed t h e  int imacy of bo th  l e f t  and r i g h t  wing p a r t i s a n s .  An a rden t  

suppor ter  of  t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  system h imse l f ,  Mazal nonetheless  became 

a good-friend of Diego R i v e r a , a p o l i t i c a l  r a d i c a l ,  and even then known 

throughout t h e  world f o r  h i s  murals and o t h e r  pa in t ings .  I n  t h e  1 9 2 0 f s ,  

Mazal made t h e  acquaintance of Juan ~ l a t t ,  a r a i l r o a d  t r e a s u r e r ,  and through 

him became a member of t h e  famous Sonora-Sinaloa Poker Club. It was during 

1 
h i s  a f f i l i a t i o n  with t h i s  group t h a t  h e  m e t  Alvare Obregon and P l u t a r c o  

I 
E l i a s  C a l l e s .  Mazal be l i eved  t h a t  Ca l l es  had been one of Mexico's g r e a t e s t  

p r e s i d e n t s ,  was b lessed wi th  a s e r i o u s  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and had done more than 

any o t h e r  p r e s i d e n t  t o  provide Mexico wi th  a "backbone." Mazal w a s  i n t i m a t e  

enough with Calles t o  be a b l e  t o  confront  him wi th  ques t ions  concerning 
_ - - - - 

the president's p o l i t i e s .  Cfn one occasion,  he  asked Ca l les  why h e  seemed 
- - - - - - 

t o  be i n  cons tan t  c o n f l i c t  wi th  Mexico's Ca tho l i c  Church. Calles r e p l i e d  t h a t  
t 

even though h e  was a C h r i s t i a n ,  he  w a s  sworn t o  uphold t h e  Mexican Cons t i tu t ion  

and f e l t  i t  h i s  duty t o  prevent  t h e  Church from rega in ing  i ts parer. Although 

Mazal was i n  disagreement on this po in t ,  h e  s o  respected  t h e  t h a t  t h e i r  ' 



- - - 

f r i e n d s h i p  remained undiminished. ' 

Kazal i s  an example of a colony member who had c l o s e  connections 

wi th  prominent Mexicans, who spoke Spanish f l u e n t l y ,  .and who married a 

Mexican womm b u t ,  nonetheless ,  remained l o y a l l y  American, frequented t h e  

colony's  c lubs  and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and saw t o  it t h a t  h i s  sons w e r e  educated 

i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  

Harvey A.  Bashaw-the Self-Made Man. 
12 

Harvey A .  Basham, a self-made man and t h e  best-known lawyer i n  t h e  

American colony, exemplif ied t h e  colony's  i d e a l :  s e r i o u s ,  hard-working, 

keeping completely t o  t h e  colony and con t r ibu t ing  t o  its welfare .  Basham 

supported himself through high school  and u n i v e r s i t y .  A f t e r  u n i v e r s i t y  he  

l e f t  f o r  Indian T e r r i t o r y  where he  worked i n  the  daytime t o  support  himself 

whi le  s tudying l a w  a t  n i g h t .  Admitted t o  p r a c t i c e  i n  U.S. c o u r t s ,  he  

even tua l ly  argued be fore  t h e  Supreme Court of t h e  new state  of Oklahoma. 

Basham, recognizing t h a t  Mexico o f fe red  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  emigrated 

t o  t h a t  country i n  1907. I n i t i a l l y  employed by an American law f i r m  i n  Mexico 

Ci ty ,  he began h i s  own p r a c t i c e  t h r e e  yea rs  l a t e r .  I n  1920, H. Ralph 

him and t h e  f i r m  became known a s  Basham and Ringe. By 1937, 

lawyers and a s s o c i a t e s  were connected wi th  t h e  f irm. 

Basham was  one of t h e  prominent American colony members who was eager 
- - - -- - --- - - - - -  - 

- 

t o  formal ize  t h e  U.S.-Mexico t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  Although Mexico and t h e  
- - - - - - - - - - --- --- 

U.S. were on unf r i end ly  d iplomat ic  t e r n ,  t r a d e  between t h e  two c o u n t r i e s ,  

a s  noted e a r l i e r ,  had increased g r e a t l y  a s  a r e s u l t  of ~ e x i c o ' s  severance 

from the  European markets due t o  t h e  F i r s t  World War. The American Chamber 



of ~ommerce 's  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and by-laws were drawn up by Basham and ~ u t ~ i n t o  

e f f e c t  i n  November of 1917. From t h a t  time on and through t h e  1930's Basham 

served on t h e  board of managers and as General Counsel. 

\ 
H e  maintained a proper and reserved manner, and bel ieved t h a t  Americans 

ought t o  conduct themselves w e l l  i n  t h e i r  bus iness  dea l ings  wi th  Mexicans. 

A s  president of tk Itmer;tCJm Chaxxiier o f  Commerce, h e  wrote a s e r i e s  of 

a r t i c l e s  urging h i s  countrymen t o  behave i n  a f r i e n d l y  and courteous manner 

toward t h e  Mexicans. Basham a l s o  served a s  a t t o r n e y  f o r  va r ious  departments 

of t h e  U.S. government. I n  1926, when H. H. Rice, an American Colony r e s i d e n t ,  

was appointed by t h e  U.S. government t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  Mexican claims a g a i n s t  

t h e  U.S., h e  received h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Basham. 

Basham, one of t h e  founders of t h e  American School, c o n s i s t e n t l y  

gave moral and m a t e r i a l  support  t o  t h e  American i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Mexico City.  

A t  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  Mexico Ci ty  Country Club i n  1921 h e  processed 

a l l  t h e  l e g a l  papers f r e e  of charge. H e  could be counted on t o  p r e s i d e  

over such s o c i a l  func t ions  a s  t h e  welcome dinner  given i n  1933 f o r ' ~ m b a s s a d o r  -- -- 
Josephus Daniels  and h i s  wife .  Basham, self-made man and hard-worker, 

epitomized t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  colony, remained a n  American c i t i z e n ,  and 

a r d e n t l y  supported American c lubs  and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Henry Hulbert  Rice--the Adventurer. _ - 

- 

k1bez-t  Rice was tEe  most ~ 0 1 6 u r F u l  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  American colony. 

k 
As a businessman, he  resen ted  Mexico' s labour qaws , r e t a i n e d  h i s  American .' - 

c i t i z e n s h i p ,  and s e n t  h i s  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  American School. H e  w a s  somewhat 

a t y p i c a l  because h e  spoke Spanish fluently, came i n t o  f requen t  con tac t  wi th  

prominent Mexicans, and w a s  too preoccupied wi th  h i s  own adventures t o  + 



become i n t i m a t e l y  involved wi th  t h e  colony's  a f f a i r s .  

Born i n  Chicago, Rice passed t h e  examinations f o r  Princetown 

F 

Univers i ty  b u t  on a t r i p  t o  Texas, h e  became f a s c i n a t e d  wi th  c a t t l e  ranching. 

Subsequently, he  abandoned t h e  idea  of a t t e n d i n g - u n i v e r s i t y  and, a f t e r  
e .  

the  completion of  high school ,  worked a s  a c a t t l e  rancher.  Between 1901 

and 1906, h e  was a l i v e s t o c k  merchant . In 1907,  the $lexicanNationaJ 

Packing Company secured h i s  s e r v i c e s  a s  a l i v e s t o c k  biPr. I n  1914, t h e  

Mexican Revolution put  an end t o  t h i s  company. R i c e  se ized  an oppor tuni ty  

t o  e n t e r  t h e  s e r v i c e  of t h e  American Embassy and, overnight ,  h e  was "trans-  

formed from cowboy t o  diplorpat." Assigned t o  look a f t e r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  and 

we l fa re  of American c i t i z e n s ,  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  mission was t o  conduct Americans 

s a f e l y  a c r o s s  war-torn Mexico t o  Veracruz. 

I n  h i s  capac i ty  a s  diplomat, Rice had numerous unique experiences,  

/ 
among them interviews wi th  Generals  Carranza and F e l i z  Diaz, - 

/ 
Mondragon, Pancho V i l l a  and Emilano Zapata. One encounter  wi th  V i l l a  was . 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Rice fea red  t h a t  should something happen t o  him 

during h i s  t r a v e l s ,  h i s  wi fe  and ch i ld ren  would be wi thout  p ro tec t ion .  W i ~ h  

t h i s  i n  mind; and d e s p i t e  h i s  considered opinion t h a t  V i l l a ' s  t roops  were 

l i t t l e  more than band i t s ,  he  approached V i l l a  d i r e c t l y  and received from t h e  

g e n e r a l ' s  own hands a "salvo conducto" ( s a f e  conduct pass . )  

A- I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a s s i s t i n g  Americans t~ reach Veracruz--safeLy-, -Wee ac ted  

a s  i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  American government o f f i c i a l s  who wished-- contact- 

Mexican revo lu t ionary  l eaders .    ice's most memorable i n c i d e n t  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r  

was a meeting wi th  Emiliano Zapata. American Pres iden t  Woodrow Wilson 



had chosen Duval West, a Texan lawyer, t o  approach Zapata, mistakenly .. 
be l i ev ing  t h a t  West, a Texan, could speak Spanish. Rice w a s  there& 

engaged a s  West's i n t e r p r e t e r  and t h e i r  journey t o  T l a l t i z a p a n ,  a smal l  town 

i n  the  s t a t e  of Morelos, t o  s e e  Zapata was more amusing than dangerous. 

Zapata and h i s  men, dressed i n  e l a b o r a t e  o u t f i t s  complete wi th  h igh Mexican 
- - - - - - - - - 

sombreros, greeted  t h e  American p a r t y  solemnly, b u t  a f t e r  Zdpata 's  i n i t i a l  

susp ic ion  wore o f f ,  he  ordered t h a t  music be  played and food be brought t o  

e n t e r t a i n  h i s  gues ts .  
. .. 

With t h e  appointment of a new American Ambassador, Rice l o s t  h i s  job. 

He l e f t  Mexico and f o r - s e v e r a l  yea r s  t r a v e l l e d  t o  Argentina as head c a t t l e  
C 

buyer f o r  a Chicago f i rm.  H e  then turned h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  mining, going 

t o  work f o r  t h e  American Smelting and Refining Company i n  Chihuahua. 

Two years  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Mexico, t h e  U.S. government asked Rice 

t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  claims by Mexicans a g a i n s t  t h e  U.S. r e s u l t i n g  from l o s s e s  

s u f f e r e d  by Mexicans dur ing American occupation of Veracruz i n  1914. Rice 

proceeded t o  Veracruz on i n s t r u c t i o n s  from Ameriaan colony lawyer Harvey 

~ a s h a m h ~ r e s e n t i n ~  t h e  U .S. i n  t h i s  matter. Rice neglected  t o  write any 

d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  mission i n  h i s  memoirs, s t a t i n g  only: "My r e p o r t s  
* 

-on these  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  were t h e  means of saving our.government a very 

cons ide rab le  amount of money." 

Between 1927 and 1933, Rice w a s  i n  bus iness  f o r  h imsel f ,  opera t ing  sand 
- - - - - - - - - - - 

mines and s t o n e  q u a r r i e s  in t h e  Mexico Ci ty  suburbs of Tlalpan,  Coyoacan, 

and Lomas de  Chapultepec. H e  employed two hundred men and experienced no 

labour problems p r i o r  t o  t h e  Federa l  Labour Laws. "But ,I'  h e  dec la red ,  "as ? 

soon as t h e  men formed t h e i r  unions I was con t inua l ly  being c a l l e d  be fore  



I 

t h e  J u n t a  C e n t r a l  d e  Conci l iac ion y A r b i t r a j e  t o  a d j u s t  labour demands, 

I 
which were usua l ly  fomented by scheming a g i t a t o r s .  y s  cadsed m e  t o  

make a thorough s tudy of t h e  new Federa l  Labour Laws. Because of t h e s e  

laws I came t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  i t  was not  good bus iness  t o  continue 

opera t ing  under such disadvantageous condit ions."  
- -  - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

I n  1933, Compania Mexicana de P e t r o l e o  h i r e d  R i c e  f o r  h i s  e x p e r t i s e  

gained i n  dea l ing  wi th  l abour  during h i s  s t a y  i n  Chihuahua and i n  running 
'1 

h i s  own business .  The company appointed him ~ e n e r a l  Labour Agent f o r  its 

Tehuantepec o i l  f i e l d s ,  a p o s i t i o n  Rice was t o  consider  t h e  most demanding 

of h i s  l i f e .  The company's 5,000 workers belonged t o  excep t iona l ly  well- 
- 

organized unions and wi th  t h e  backing of t h e  Mexican government could exac t  

demands of a most ex t raord ina ry  na tu re .  Rice bel ieved t h a t  t h e  labour  

problems a r o s e  because of t h e  government's support  and because of t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  labour a g i t a t o r s  who were unre len t ing  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  cause  
+ ** 

t roub le .  - 

While Rice was on a t r i p  t o  Mexico Ci ty  i n  1935, a young man who had 

been p r o v i s i o n a l l y  placed i n  charge of t h e  labour  department i n    ice's absence 

was s h o t  t o  death  by a workman. Of t h i s  inc iden t ,  Rice wrote: 

"At t h e  t i m e  of M r .  d a b a u d ' s  death  I w a s  i n  Mexfco 
City.  I f  I had re tu rned  t o  t h e  Isthmus i n s t e a d  of 
coming to t h e  United S t a t e s  t h e  chances of-meeting --- -- - -  a - - 

a s i m i l a r  f a t e  could perhaps become a r e a l i t y ,  as no t  
i 

l o n g  a f  cer t h i s  w c u r r w x e  a w t h e r  h i ~ h  empCloyee, M r ,  - -- - 

J. Brown, a l s o  l o s t  h i s  l i f e . "  

Bothered by labour  problems and t h e  uncer ta in ty  of t h e  Mexican p o l i t i c a l  

s i t u a t i o n ,  Rice re turned -to t h e  U.S. A f t e r  v i s i t s  t o  Colombia and Cuba, 

h e  gave up h i s  adventurous l i f e  and s e t t l e d  i n  Mexico C i t y ;  - 



Rice, unlike most of the Americans i n  Mexico City,  never became 
* 

r i ch ,  but he had the  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of being a self-made m a n  and l i v i n g  a 

l i f e  f i l l e d  with i n t e r e s t i n g  incidents .  H i s  a t t i t u d e  toward the  labour 

problems was typ ica l  of the American colony viewpoint, and he shared with 

: h i s  fellow ~mer ihans  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  r e t a i n  h i s  American c i t i zensh ip .  He 

- -- 
&via& f rom the American colomy?Ztereotype o n l y i n b e i n g  much 

than most with ge t t i ng  r ich .  

William Blaine Richardson--the No-Nonsense Banker. 
14 

9 

William Blaine Richardson, l i k e  Rice, was one of the few Americans who 

- successful ly  mixed with the Mexicans and a t  t he  same time reta ined h i s  

'American identi ty ' .  He was a t yp ica l  colony res ident  insofar  a s  he was 

concerned with making money. He promoted American i n g t i t u t i o n s ,  re ta ined 

h i s  American c i t i zensh ip ,  and married a Mexican &o was assimilated i n t o  the  - .  
colony. H e  was unique, however, i n  t ha t  he was an Ame~ican banker whom 

the  Mexicans respected. The respect  accorded Richardson came about because 

he spoke Spanish f luen t ly  and held an opt imis t ic  outlook on Mexico's 
.P. 

economic future .  Mexicans a l s o  l i ked  him because h i s  chi ldren attended 

the  Pan-American School, a majority of whose pupi ls  were Mexican. 

Educated a t  Goddard Seminary and Tufts College, Richardson, a Bostonian, 
- - -  - -  

settled i n  Mexico i n  1929. Before t h i s  he had spent twelve years with the  
- 

- - 
---- - - 

, -  
F i r s t  National City Bank of New York i n  Genoa. P r io r  t o  h i s  assignment t o  

/ 

) 

Mexico City,  thf bank had sen t  him t o  Cuba fo r  s i x  months t o  l ea rn  Spanish. 

./ 
When Richardson, a s  general  manager, opened F i r s t  ~ a n k ' s  doors' in Mexico 

City i n  1929, he was faced with an immediate problem. The onset  of the  



. n 

-- -- --- - 99 
--- - 

- - - -- - - - - - - - - A- 

world depression and i n t e r n a l  con f l i c t  between church and s t a t e  'i? Mexico 
6 

combined t o  c reafe  in*Mexicans a deep d i s t r u s t  of paper money. To make 
P 

the  point t h a t  h i s  bank's money'reserves were i n  good order ,  Richardson 

repeatedly had bags f i-lled with s i l v e r  coins taken out the  back door and 
5 

brought i n  Ehe f ron t  door. "Riis maneuver succeeded i n  convincing people 

t h a t  the  'bank had plenty of hard currency t o  back up i t s  paper money. 
15 

In 1932, most foreign banks left-Mexico. Richardson, r i ~ k i n g ~ c e n s u r e  

from h i s  sup&iors and possibly the l o s s  of h i s  pos i t ion ,  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  

F i r s t  National City Bank remain open. Mexicans openly p r a i s  him f o r  T' 
h i s  perseverance. I n  t he  same year t h e  National City Bank 1 P 

government ten  mil l ion d o l l a r s  which helped bo l s t e r  Richards good standing 
.A 

16 f 

with Mexican government o f f i c i a l s  . ~ h g  Catholic Church, unable t o  secufe -. 
a loan from any Mexican bank because bank o f f i c i a l s  feared p o l i t i c a l  re- 

percussions, obtained a loan f o r  one mi l l ion  pesos from Richardson. 

Subsequently, he was rebuked by President Calles f o r  supp lyhg  the Church 

with c a p i t a l .  Richardson's reply t o  Calles was simply t h a t  t he  National 
1 

City Bank had loaned the  Church money because of i t s  obviously exce l len t  

c r ed i t  i a t i n g .  

That Richardson's f r iends  and busingss contacts  included not only 

Americans but a l s o  Mexicans, a s  wel l  as representat ives  of o ther  foreign 

count r ies ,  was made evident a t  a banquet given f o r  him on the  occasion of h i s  
-- - - - -- - - - - - - 

8 
25th anniversary with t he  bank. Eduardo Suarez, Mexico's f inance minister, 

- --- - - - - 

s a t  a t  Richardson's l e f t  and a t  h i s  r i g h t  s a t  Ambassador ~ a n i e l s . "  ~ i c h a r d s o n ' s  

4 
marriage t o  Maria Luisa Lopez Collado, a National City Bank secre ta ry ,  was 

one mo're ind ica t ion  of Richardson's c lose  ties with Mexico. 



In  1947 Richardson was promoted t o  v i c e ~ p r e s i d e n t  of the  National City 

Bank, the  top executive pos i t ion  within the bank i n  Mexico City. Like so  

many prominent American businessmen, Richardson, though i n  c lose  contact  

with high Mexican government o f f i c i a l s ,  never became a f r iend  of Pres ident  ' 

I 
Cardenas with 

with Mexico ' s 

with American 

Mexican 

n 

'whom he found i t  d i f f i c u l t ,  t o  deal.  Richardson's widow 

na t ive  population but who f a i l e d  t o  communicate e f f ec t ive ly  

busi9essmen. - 
, 

economic journals  and d a i l i e s  followed events connected with 

the  National City Bank and i t s  manager, Richardson. H i s  opinions were 

valued .and f requent ly  qugted i n  tbe c i t y  papers. 

Tough, e f f i c i e n t  and shrewd businessman though he was, Richardson 

was a l so  an i d e a l i s t .  I n  1940; when American School superintendent Henry --. ' 
Cain and pr inc ipa l  Paul V. Murray organized the  ~ e x i c b  & L C o l l e g e ,  they 

f 
s o l i c i t e d  Richardson f o r  funds. Unt i l  the  two,men agreed t o  change t h e i r  

5 

plans t o  make t h e  col lege i n t o  a p r iva t e  business venture,  Richardson 
, .  

refused assistance: When they, a l b e i t  re luc tan t ly ,  bowed t o  h i s  wish tha t  
- 

t h e  co l lege  be a non-profit organization,  he immediately came t o  t h e i r  a id .  
/' 

Richardson contributed both t i m e  and moae$ t o  various American i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

For t h i s ,  a s  w e l l  i s  f o r  h i s  superb knowledge of ~ e x i c a n  finance,  he was 

held in high regard by fellow Americans. ~ n - 4 9 3 5 - - t h ~ ~ ~ ~  E h e s  

and a thunde;ing good fellow, "18 When he r e t i r e d  i n  1956, he ;as re fe r red  

t o  by one newspaper a s  
/ 

I helped t o  rebui ld  U.S. 

i 

one of the s t a lwar t s  who probably more than any other 

~ e s t i g e  i n  Efexico.19 On the same occasion, 



News, a n  American colony paper, h a i l e d  him f o r  " h l s - t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t s  and 

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  f u r t h e r  ~ e x i c o ' s  progress.  !'20 Even t h e  American weekly 

news magazine Time devoted a column t o  Richardson on h i s  r e t i r ement  from 

t h e  bank h e  served f o r  forty-two years .  Time Richardson a s  

A 
a "down-to-earth-person who maintained t h e  no-nonsense t r a d i t i o n  of banking 

and made good f r i e n d s  f o r  t h e  U.S. in  Nezico, 1121 A- - - 
A 

Harry Wright--the Entrepreneur.  
1 

Harry Wright is an example of an  American who experienced t h e  P o r f i r i o  ' 

1 1 
Diaz e r a  and r e g r e t t e d  i ts pass ing.  H e  be l ieved t h a t  Diaz, having given 

0 

Mexico t h r e e  decades of peace, w a s  one of t h e  g r e a t e s t  men t h e  world had 

ever  produced,22 and was proud t h a t  t h e  d i c t a t o r  had been a personal  f r i e n d  

who l e f t  Mexico Ci ty  i n   right's automobile. 23 \ 
\ Wright was born i n  Bedford, Vi rg in ia ,  i n  1876, t h e  son of a wealthy 

obacco manufacturer whose f o r t u n e  vanished i n  a bank f a i l u r e .  24 Hired i n  

k i  - 1897 by t h e  I s a a c  Joseph I ron  Company of Cinc inna t i ,  he  w a s  s e n t  t o  Mexico 

where he made a s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o f i t  f o r  t h e  company.' Subsequently, t h e  company 

opened a branch i n  Mexico Ci ty ,  bu t  a f t e r  a Mexican s t e e l  company induced 

t h e  Mexican government t o  p l a c e  a t a x  on t h e  sc rap  expor t ,  Wright was 

re turned t o  t h e  u . s . ~ ~  G o  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  I s a a c  Joseph I r o n  Con- decided 
_,' 

t o  se l l  its Mexica Ci ty  business and Wright, &%he-assbtmrse of-o-backers, 

bought it. The fo l lowing  x e a r  , W r i g h t  hovght the - t w d x e  acresaLbncfa& 

I 
equipment belonging t o  Compania Gonsolidada de  Construcciones Meta l icas .  

26 

I n  t h e  next  few years  L a  Consolidada expanded rap id ly ,  absorbing n i n e  d i f f e r e n t  

companies. The purchase of a r o l l i n g  m i l l  i n  Durango which was then moved 



t o  Mexico Ci ty  marked t h e  beginning of La Consolidada's commercial steel 

I 
production. Together wi th  t h e  Mexican Compania Fundidora de F i e r r o  Y 

Acero de Monterrey, t h e  company v i r t u a l l y  monopolized t h e  Mexican steel 

indus t ry .  27 I n  1919, La Consolidada produced t h e  f i r s t  s t e e l  c a s t i n g s  made 

i n  Mexico 28 and i n  1933 added a copper wi re  d i v i s i o n  t o  accommodate t h e  

Mexican government's o r d e r  t o  800 tons  of copper t e l egraph  wire. 29 
When-- -- 

the  Mexican sc rap  i r o n  supply decreased i n  t h e  mid-1930fs, Wright b u i l t  a 

/ 
p l a n t  i n  P iedras  Negras which melted down 2,500 tons  of s c r a p  monthly. 30 

Wright a l s o  owned and opera ted  t h e  Stamford R o l l i n g , M i l l s  of Connecticut 

3 1 
w h o s e s a l e s i n 1 9 1 7 w e r e a b o u t $ 1 5 m i l l i o n .  T h e o p e r a t i o n o f t h i s  company 

overtaxed Wright 's h e a l t h  and he  re tu rned  t o  Mexico t o  concen t ra te  on La 

Consolidada. The company's growth was such t h a t  i t  e s t a b l i s h e d  branch o f f i c e s  

i n  Tampico, Guadalajara,  Merida, New York, Rio de  J a n e i r o ,  Santiago (Chile) 

and Buenos Aires. 
3 2 

I n  t h e  lat ter  c i t y ,  Wright b u i l t  t h e  Argentine I ron  

and S t e e l  Company, t h e  l a r g e s t  r o l l i n g  m i l l  i n  South America. 3 3 

A s  a r u l e ,  Americans who became r i c h  i n  Mexico obtained t h e i r  wealth 
P 

I from o i l  o r  mining e x p l o r a t i ~ s ,  b u t  ~ r i*  took t h e  slow and sometimes tedious  

road of manufacturing i n  becoming t h e  most important  American i n d u s t r i a l i s t  

i n  Mexico. 

Recognizing t h a t  Mexican demand f o r  any one item would be  l i m i t e d  bu t  

t h a t  denand f o r  many s m a l l e r  items would add-up tro a p rof ixab le  business, 
- 

blright developed La Gonsoli$afla' s eapa:&y to p r h e  r&atfvefy s d 2  

q u a n t i t i e s  of a broad v a r i e t y  of products .  I n  f a c t ,  La Consolidada manu- 

fac tu red  no less than 37,000 d i f f e r e n t  articles and had n i n e  s e p a r a t e  

34 
departments. I n  1940 Wright explained t o  an in te rv iewer  t h a t  Americans 

I 



" s e e m  t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  when they c r o s s  t h e  border  they a r e  moving from a 
e 

r i c h  country t o  a poor one, wi th  limi&d purchasing and consuming power. 

They a l s o  f o r g e t  t h a t  they are moving from a country of 130 m i l l i o n  people 

t o  a country with a popula t ion of less than 20 m i l l i o n ,  l a r g e l y  nonconsuming 

Indians.  1135 

- - -- 

Aware of t h e  unl imi ted  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  open t o  t h e  ent repreneur  i n  Mexico, 

i t  was Wright 's opinion t h a t  who ran  t h e  government was less important  than 

who you knew,  and he  knew t h e  r i g h t  people.36 With more than 75% of La 

Consolidada's s tock he ld  by himself ,  h i s  b ro the r ,  and va r ious  o t h e r  relatives, 

t h e  family amassed a fo r tune .  
3 7 

Like most o t h e r  Americans i n  Mexico, Wright r e t a i n e d  American c i t i z  dip , 

paid U.S.  income taxes ,  and kept  almost exc lus ive ly  t o  t h e  colony. Like most 

o t h e r  Americans, too ,  h e  derived enormous s a t i s f a c t i o n  from v i s i b l e  emblems 

of h i s  success.  He t r a v e l l e d  t h e  world,  played g o l f ,  p r i v a t e l y  published 

a book on t h a t  game and b u i l t  a  movie t h e a t r e  onto  h i s  home. American . 

7 

j o u r n a l i s t  Betty Kirk c a l l e d  t h e  t h e a t r e  one of t h e  showplaces---of Mexico - 
* 

c i t y .  38 Wright owned over 1,600 f i l m s  and could have e n t e r t a i n e d  gues t s  -- f o r  

4 0 0 ~ h o u r s .  And e n t e r t a i n  h e  d id .  - H i s  gues t  book included t h e  names of a  

p r i n c e  of Siam, t h e  Japanese Ambassador t o  .Mexico,, former Mexican p res iden t  

Rubio, and American Ambassador Daniels .  
39 

- --- ~ 

Samuel Bol l ing  Wright--the ~ h i l a n t h r o ~ i s t .  * 

I .?  

Unlike h i s  b ro the r  Harry, who w a s  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m a t e r i a l  rewards, 

Samiiel Bol l ing  Wright, always r e f e r r e d  t o  by h i s  middle name, devoted h i s  

e f f o r t s  t> t h e  bet terment  of t h e  American colony. , 
. a  



Ten years  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  j u n i o r ,  Bol l ing ,  because of h i s  f ami ly ' s  $ 

poor f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  received only f i v e  years  of formal schooling.  40 

H i s  f i r s t  job was a s  a  dollar-a-week c a s h i e r  i n  a  ba rber  shop a t  t h e  age of 

4 1  
ten.  Before coming t o  Mexico i n  1902 wi th  Harry, he worked a s  an o f f i c e  

, 
42 

boy i n  a  h i d e  and t a l low company i n  Norfolk. A f t e r  a  yea r  i n  Mexico, 

Boiling re tu rned  t o  ttre Vnlfted S t s e s  where he worked f o r  tpe E h a  S - 

i 
and Refining Company i n  Cinc inna t i  u n t i l ,  i n  1905, h8  re tu ined  t o  Mexico a 

i 

- .  t o  work as an o f f i c e  boy i n  Harry's company, La By 1916, h e  

became t h e  company's v ice-pres ident  and genera l  

continued a s  p res iden t  of La Consolidada when he l e f t  f o r  t h e  U.S. t o  manage 

t h e  Stamford M i l l s ,  t h e  Mexican f i rm w a s  l e f t  i n  ~ o l l i n ~ ' s  hands. Less i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  t h e  business  than Harry, Bol l ing  began i n  t h e  e a r l y  1920's t o  t a k e  an 

ab id ing  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  colony's  c i v i c  organizat ions .  

H e  became s o  dedicated  t o  promoting American i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Mexico 

Ci ty  t h a t  he was s i n g l e d  ou t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  by o the r  r e s i d e n t s  as t h e  most 

in • ’  l u e n t i a l  colony f i g u r e .  H i s  ph i l an th rop ic  a c t i v i t i e s  extended dto' most 

of t h e  community's i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The American school ,  whose p o l i c i e s  h e  and 
'3 

super in tendent  Henry Cain v i r t u a l l y  d i t t a t e d ,  w a s  Bo l l ing ' s  l i f e - long  pre- 

occupation. Believing a s  he  d i d  t h a t  t h e  American School represented t h e  

' 
-key t o  pe rpe tua t ing  "Americanism1', he  l av i shed  t i m e  and money on i t .  The 

- American Benevolent Socie ty ,  on whose board he served throughout t h e  1930 ts ,  

was another  r e c i p i e n t  of ~ o l l i n g ' s  generos i ty .  H e  served as chairman of 

t h e  Board of Trus tees  of t h e  Union Evange l i ca l  Church and t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  

too ,  was showered with donation$. Bol l ing  spen t  much t i m e  and e f f o r t  work- 
I 

ing  f o r  amalgamation of t h e  American and B r i t i s h  h o s p i t a l s .  Another . c iv ic  



i n t e r e s t  w a s  the  Salvation,Army whose o r i g i n a l  proper ty  

donated by Boll ing.  H e  a l s o  helped org&ze t h e  Rotary 

and served a s  p res iden t  of t h e  ~ e x i c o  Ci ty  Country Club 

Chamber of Commerce. 

i n  Mexico Ci ty  was 

c lub  and t h e  Shr ine r s ,  

and t h e  American 

Bol l ing  Wright, who i n  1914 married Marion Jennings Conger, daughter 
pL 

of t h e  Union Evangelical  church's  p a s t o r  Sidney Conger, had a thorough 

American o r i e n t a t i o n  which l a r g e l y  excluded Mexican f r i endsh ips .  Richer 

than most, he worked ha rder  than anyone else t o  pe rpe tua te  American va lues  

i n  Mexico C i t y .  Although Bol l ing  was no t  t h e  most s impgtico type of American, 

h i s  v i r t u e s  a s  a good c i t i z e n ,  husband, and f a t h e r  made up f o r  an o b s t i n a t e  

p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  which many colony r e s i d e n t s  objected.  It was acknowledged, 

almost without  exception,  t h a t  he ,  more than any o t h e r  American i n  Mexico 

Ci ty ,  was . responsible  f o r  t h e  con t inua t ion  and improvement of many American 

* i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Except t h a t  t h e s e  s i x  men were w e a l t h i e r  and b e t t e r  known than 

most colony members, they w e r e  t y p i c a l  r e s i d e n t s  who represented t h e  va lues  

and a t t i t u d e s  he ld  by t h e  major i ty  of Americans. E s s e n t i a l l y  conservat ive  

i n d i v i d u a l s ,  they were unsympathetic t o  both th$ Frankl in  D. Roosevelt and 

I / 
Lazaro Cardenas governments, A s  w a s  t h e  case f o r  t h e  colony a s  a whole, they 

be l i eved ,  f o r  example, t h a t  Mexican l aboure r s  received p r e f e r e n t i a l  t rea tment  
- - 

t 
from t h e  Cardenas admin i s t ra t ion .  A s  conservat ives ,  they a l s o  disapproved 

- - -  

I 
of Josephus Danie ls '  endorsement of Cardenas' p o l i c i e s .  On t h e  pe r sona l  

l e v e l ,  they approved of Danie ls  because he was what they c a l l e d  "an honest  

and decent  southern  gentleman." However, he never gained t h e i r  r e s p e c t .  

That was r'eserved f o r  those  who worked i n  t h e  businessmen's i n t e r e s t .  



Assimila t ion i n t o  Mexican s o c i e t y  w a s  not  a  goal  f o r  any of t h e s e  

men. Although t h r e e  of them spoke Spanish f l u e n t l y ,  had numerous Mexican . 

con tac t s ,  and married Mexican women, they r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  American c i t i z e n -  . . 

s h i p s  and values .  This  expla ins  p a r t l y  why many c h i l d r e n  of American- 

Mexican m a r r i a g e s b a l u e d  t h e i r  American h e r i t a g e  above t h e i r  Mexican. 

Except f o r  W. B. Richardson's ch i ld ren ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of t h e  sample 

r e s i d e n t s  a t tended t h e  American School. A major i ty  of t h e s e ,  inc lud ing  

Richardson's  c h i l d r e q l a t e r  pursued an  education i n  t h e  U.S. Thus, t h e  
C 

t ies wi th  t h e  U.S. w e r e  s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  t h e  second genera t ion 

American-Mexicans e i t h e r  remained colony r e s i d e n t s  o r  migrated t o  t h e  U.S. 

One of Richardson's c h i l d r e n  became an a i d  t o  Henry Kiss inger  and one of 

Mazal's sons headed t h e  American Express o f f i c e  i n  Mexico Ci ty  u n t i l  i n  

1975, he  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  New York. Like many f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  American 
'. 

colony, one o r  more of t h e  c h i l d r e n  of t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  moved t o  t h e  United 

S t a t e s .  Because of t h e  American school ing,  t h e  use  of English a t  home, an  

i m p l i c i t  understanding t h a t  American va lues  were s u p e r i o r  t o  Mexicaqmembership 

i n  t h e  Union Evangel ica l  Church and o t h e r  American i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  it i s  no t  

s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of t h e s e  men wished t o  be Americans. 

Although t h e s e  men s u c c e s s f u l l y  maintained t h e i r  American va lues ,  they 

w i l l i n g l y  adopted some Mexican customs. The h a b i t  of shaking hands and 

anbracing f r i e n d s  were used among Americans. Another h a b i t  was t h a t  of 
- 

beginning meetings long a f t e r  t h e i r  schedule. This was r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "Mexican 

time." Such wealthy American colony r e s i d e n t s  a s  Richardson and t h e  Wright 

b r o t h e r s ,  followed t h e  Xexican upper c l a s s  custom of purchasingweekend houses 

i n  p laces  such as Cuernavaca and Acapulco. Also, l i k e  a l l  American colony 



members, they h i r e d  maids and gardeners t o  do household,chores.  Americans 
'. 

adopted t h e s e  Mexican c u s t o m b e c a u s e  they gave them personal  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  

These s u p e r f i c i a l  Mexican p a t t e r n s  d id  n o t ,  however, mean.tha.t t h e s e  men 

were ass imi la ted  i n t o  Mexico's upper c l a s s .  Ins tead ,  by adopting these  
t 

h a b i t s  and maintaining t h e i r  American a t t i t u d e s  and va lues ,  t h e  b e s t  of both 

c u l t u r e s  w a s t h e i r s .  These m e n  safegmmied their Amer5ean her i tage-  and wirk 
' 

t h e  exception of Henry H. Rice, worked f o r  t h e  betterment of American 

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and be l i eved ,  a s  d id  most Americans, t h a t  t h e  colony would 

l a s t  a long. time. 
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By t h e  middle of t h e  19 th  century ,  t h e  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  and Mexico had 

e s t a b l i s h e d  an economic r e l a t i o n s h i p  which was t b  weather r evo lu t ions ,  
C 

depress ions ,  and world w a r .  From t h e  beginning of t h e  20th century ,  Mexico 

was t o  be  one of two c o u n t r i e s  t o  rece ive  the  g r e a t e s t  amount of d i r e c t  
-- 

American investment--and by 1930 t h e  United S t d d  become Mexico ' s 

most important  t r a d i a  p a r t n e r ,  This economic r e l a t i o n s h i p  was d i r e c t l y  

responsible  f o r  t h e  existence of a t i n y  enclave  df  American c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e  

Mexican ,cap i t a l ,  a colony of Americans t h a t  was b u t  one l i n k  i n  a network 

of American bus iness  ventures  abroad. 
d 

This colony, b u i l t  on a bus iness  foundation,  contained some unusual,  ,. 

i f '  n o t  unique f e a t u r e s .  Unlike some ' h i s t o r i c  immigrant communities, i t  

possessed no r e a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  lqaders  and no working c l a s s .  Its r e s i d e n t s  

were e s s e n t i a l l y  middle c l a s s  i n  wealth and a s p i r a t i o n s .  They were a t y p i c a l  

i n  t h a t  they formed a sub-culture wi th in ,ye t  i s o l a t e d  from,the h o s t  country 's  

upper c l a s s  r a t h e r  than  fol lowing t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  immigrant p'ath to' t h e  

lowest s t r a t a  of s o c i e t y .  That they were a b l e  t o  achieve  such s t a t u s  w a s  

due s o l e l y  t o  t h e i r  wealth and t h e i r  bus iness  connections.  And they reveled  

i n  i t .  The good l i f e  was s o  good t h a t  most who had come t o  v i s i t  s t ayed  
s 

u n t i l  they died.  They cherished t h e  esteem i n  which they w e r e  he ld  by t h e  
- 

Mexicans. They l u x u r i a e d  i n  being a b l e  t o  have se rvan t s .  They der ived 
- 

unbounded s a t i s f a c t i o n  from being a b l e  t o - p r e s e n t  the. ir  ch i ld ren  wi th  t h e  

American equ iva len t  of a p r i v a t e  education.  I n  s h o r t ,  they enjoyed a p r e s t i g e  

and l i f e  s t y l e  t o  which few of them ever  would have become accustomed had they 

remained i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  



The colony was an i s o l a t e d ,  cohesive u n i t ,  b a t  not i n  t h e  geographical  

sense  t h a t  de f ines  a ghe t to .  What cohesion t h e r e  was, t h e  immigrants 

gained through t h e i r  own e f f o r t ,  t ime,  and mbney. What i s o l a t i o n  t h e r e  - 
was, t h e  immigrants imposed upon themselves. H i s t o r i c a l l y  , immigrants a r e  

separa ted  from t h e i r  adbpted country ' s  people by s o c i a l ,  l e g a l ,  and 

economic pressures .  The American colony reversed t h a t  p a t t e r n .  It w a s  t h e  1 
colony which exer ted  t h e  p ressures  t o  remain aloof and a p a r t .  Ass imi la t ion  

f 

i n t o  t h e  Mexican c u l t u r e  never t o o k ' p l a c e  because t h e  Americans d e l i b e r a t e l y  

avoided it. 

t 
ThenEnglish language was used a t  home, a t  t h e  American School, and 

i n  bus iness  dealings.  Housewives l ea rned  j u s t  enough Spanish t o  d e a l  wi th  

s e r v a n t s  and shopkeepers. The school  taught  a s  much of i ts curriculum a s  i t  

w a s  -allowed t o  i n  English,  

The Americans funded and maintained c lubs  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  or,der 

t o  p rese rve  t h e i r  n a t i v e  c u l t u r a l  t ies  and ,  of these ,  t h e  American School 
ii 

w a s  preem%+nt-he p r e s e r v a t i o n  of American values .  Because few Americans 
' 

w e r e  Cathol ic  and most Mexicans w e r e ,  t h e  Union ~ v a n ~ e l i c a l  Church played a 

v i t a l  p a r t  i n  i n s u l a t i n g  i t s  members a g a i n s t  " ~ e x i c a n i z a t i o n . "  Refusing 

t o  surrender  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  making many r e t u r n  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
%.. 

sending the& ch i ld ren  t o  t h e  U.  S. f o r  h igher  education;  a l l  t h e s e  con t r ibu ted  
+ 

t o  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  and d e s i r e d  i s o l a t i o n .  When intermarriages! occurred-- 

and they w e r e  n o t  uncommon--the Mexican marriage p a r t n e r  was eager  t o  become p a r t  
- - - 

of ;he American community. Such marriages were discouraged as much as p o s s i b l e  y 

, 

by American pa ren t s  who f e l t  themselves innateJy s u p e r i o r  t o  Mexicans, + 

Mexican b e l i e f s ,  and Mexican i n s t i t u t i o n s .  This  a t t i t u d e  was u n l i k e l y  t o  



w a s  se l f -perpetuat ing.  

I 
The p o l i t i c s  of p r e s i d e n t  Cardenas w a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s i n g l e  source  of 

f r u s t r a t i o n  f o r  colony members of t h e  1930's.  Diametr ica l ly  opposed as h i s  

po l i cy  was t o  t h e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  outlook,  most colony businessmen found 
- - - - --- 

t h e  d r d e n a s  government d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e a l  wi th .  While they complained 

almost end less ly  about what they thought was favour i t i sm t o  l abour ,  t h e  

I 
colony s u f f e r e d  l i t t l e  from Cardenas' l e g i s l a t i o n  u n t i l  1938, when t h e  

Mexican government expropr ia ted  f o r e i g n  o i l  holdings.  
0 

Following t h e  takeover,  a p a l l  of unease descended over  t h e  colony 

/ 
which fea red  f u r t h e r  mani fes ta t ions  of Cardenas' economic nat ional ism.  The 

Mexicans, however, too  long reminded by t h e  American presence of t h e i r  own 

dependence on fo re ign  s k i l l s  and c a p i t a l ,  w e r e  pleased.  . 

I f  i t  were p o s s i b l e  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  a " typical"  colony member, he  might 
I 

be  d e s c r i b e d ' a s  a self-made i n d i v i d u a l  who bel ieved i n  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  and h i s  

own i n n a t e  s u p e r i o r i t y .  As Ambassador Josephus Danie ls  descr ibed them, colony 

members w e r e  well-to-do, conse rva t ive  people who wished t o  p rese rve  t h e  

s t a t u s  quo. dr , a s  t h e  writer might d e s c r i b e  them a f t e r  i h t e r v i e v i n g  su rv ivors  

of t h e  1930's colony--a s e l f i s h  group, s a t i s f i e d  and contented wi th  improve- 

ment of t h e i r  own economic p o s i t i o n  and p rese rva t ion  of t h e i r  own i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
-- -- - -  - -  - -- - 



APPENDIX I 

The fol lowing memorandum of 1935 composed by D r .  Henry Cain, t h e  

'American School Superintendent ,  and-Samuel Bol l ing ,  t h e  American School 

# 0 
Board P r e s i d e n t ,  was s e n t  t o  t h e  Mexican S e c r e t a r i a  d e  Educacion: 

1. It is not  t h e  mission of t h e  American School t o  t r y  t o  educate  

/ 0 

the masses i n  Mexico, T h i s  s h o d d  be done by t h e  S e c r e t a r i a  d e  Educacion, 

2 .  The American School w a s  b u i l t  by p u b l i c  s u b s c r i p t i o n ;  t h e  major 

p o r t i o n  of the.rnoney was r a i s e d  by t h e  American Colony i n  Mexico. However, 

4 many Mexicans con t r ibu ted  t o  its cons t ruc t ion  inc lud ing  t h e  S e c r e t a r ~ a  de 

~ducacio 'n .  

3.  The purpose of t h e  American School is  t o  educate  t h e  American . - 

c h i l d r e n  r e s i d i n g  wi th in  t h e  Republic of Mexico using t h e  same  system t h a t  

they employ i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Being i n  Mexico t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  is a l s o  

-being o f fe red  t o  those  Mexicans wfio wish t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  l e a r n  Engl i sh  and 

who l a t e r  expect  t o  send them t o  co l l eges  i n  t h e  Un+ted S t a t e s  for t h e i r  f i n a l  * 

education.  3 4 

4. To be  a b l e  t o  have t h e  graduates  of t h e  American School accepted i n ,  
- - - - - - --- - --- - - --- -- 

Ehe American co l l eges  without  an examination, t h e  h e r i e a n  co l l eges  insist on 

c e r t a i n  s u b j e c t s  being taught  and taught  i n  t h e  manner t h a t  they adprove of 
9 5 '  

and t h e  t eachers  have t o  have c e r t a i n  training asd e h c q b n  and,  should t h i s  
* J -  

be  changed, t h e  American c o l l e g e s  w i l l  n o f T & i t  the- g r  hates  in- t h e i r  c: 
co l l eges  without  an examination as they do _dt ' the p resen t  t e e .  The American 



- - -- - - - - - - 

4. (continued) 

School is n teaching a l l  they can i n  Spanish. The American School i s  a . I 
member of h e  Southern Associa t ion of Colleges and Secondary Schools of t h e  if 
United ~ t j t e s  and a s  such i ts  graduates  a r e  admitted i n t o  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  

without  examination. 

'i 

only th ing  i n  Mexico t h a t  i s  owned by t h e  American Colony a s  a Colony. 

The members of t h e  Board of D i r e c t o r s  a r e  no t  paid  any s a l a r y  and i t  i s  

not  being run with t h e  i d e a  of making a p r o f i t .  A l l  of i t s  income comes 

from t u i t i o n  and t h e  only ones t o  g e t  anything i n  t h e  American School 

are the t eachers  who g ive  t h e i r  time. A l l  t h e  su rp lus  money, i f  any, i s  

used t o  improving t h e  sciiool.  

6. ?fany of t h e  t o u r i s t s  who come i n t o  Mexico f o r  s e v e r a l  months 

now have t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  school.  

Q 
7.  A t  t h e  p resen t  time t h e r e  is a t o t a l  enrollment of about 800. About 

ha l f  of t h e s e  ch i ld ren  a r e  Mexicans and t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  c o n s i s t s  of 23 nation- 

a l i t i e s ;  t h e  major p a r t  of t h e  r e m a i d n g  h a l f  being Americans. Where are t h e s e  ' 

c h i l d r e n  going t o  school  i f  t h e  American School is  c losed? 

8. A t  t h e  p resen t  time t h e  American School is se rv ing  a very d e f i n i t e  

I 
- - I --- 

puqmse t o  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s  and Mexicans, a s p w e l l  as tKe S e c r e t a r i a  d e  Educacion. 

I o t h e r  school and t h e r e  w i l l  be  no reason f o r  i t s  ex i s tence .  I f  t h e  Minister 

o b j e c t s  to  t h e  Hexicans going t o  t h e  American School, i f  he  w i l l  n o t i f y  us t o  

t h i s  e f f e c t ,  a f t e r  t h i s  yea r ,  when our present contract w i l l  expire w i t h  our 



5. (continued) 

t eachers  and pa ren t s ,  we w i l l  not  al low any Mexicans a f t e r  January and w i l l  

agree  t h a t  a f t e r  t h i s  yea r  t h e  school  w i l l  c u t  down t o  400 and only f o r e i g n e r s  

w i l l  be permit ted  i n  t h e  school. This is  not  t h e  wish of t h e  American 

School a s  they consider  i t  a very f i n e  th ing  t o  have t h e  f o r e i g n  c h i l d r e n  

and t h e  Mexicans know each o t h e r  and form f r i e n d s h i p s  which w i l l  be u s e f u l  
-- -- 

t o  both na t ions  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a s  t h e s e  ch i ld ren  w i l l  some day be  men and 

women who may hold prominent p o s i t i o n s  and t h e r e  i s  no reason why t h i s  f r iend-  

s h i p  t h a t  is c rea ted  i n  the schoo l  v i l L  no t  be 8 n t i n u e d  when they grow up 

r 
and it w i l l  have a g r e a t  e f f e c t  i n  c r e a t i n g  a b e t t e r  understanding between 

t h e  two na t ions .  No Mexican boy o r  g i r l  has  ever been asked t o  become an 

American by t h e  American School and they have been t r e a t  d j u s t  l i k e  t h e  P 
American ch i ld ren .  

--I 
The Board of D i r e c t o r s ,  t h e  super in tendent  and t h e  t eachers  of 

School have not  been t r a i n e d  t o  run a Mexican school  and i f  they 

American School and teach i n  t h e  same way t h e  Mexican schools  

a r e  taught  they w i l l  be i n f r i n g i n g  i n t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of t h e  ~ e c r e t a r f a  d e  

0 
Educacion and i t  i s  not  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  ever  do o r  say  anything. t h a t  t h e  

0 
S e c r e t a r i a  c a n ' t a k e  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  o f fense  o f .  
./ 

/ 
W e  most r e g r e t f u l l y  reques t  t h a t  t h e  ~ e c r ' e t a r i a  a l low us t o  

cont inue  running the American School in English =ye-hawe since- 18% and - 

w e  w i l l  do our utmost t o  ab ide  by a l l  t h e  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  as w e  -- 

have i n  t h e  p a s t  and t h e  only reques t  t h a t  we a r e  making is t o  l e t  us  do 

t h e  work i n  English us ing t h e  American system i n s t e a d  of being forced t o  

do t h i s  i n  Spanish. 



9. (continued) 

I f  t h i s  i s  no t  p o s s i b l e ,  

a s  p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  t h e  m i n i s t e r  

% 

t h e  American 

makes 

School w i l l  

a  d e f i n i t e  

O r i g i n a l  

d e c i s i o n .  

i n  Samuel Bo l l ing  Wright 's 

c l o s e  j u s t  as soon 

scrapbook. MS i n  t h e  possess ion of 
Harry Wright Jr ., +fe~Ieo C*ty.---- 



APPENDIX I1 

American Scliool's Board of Trustees (l935) 

S. Bolling Wright -President 
(Vice President  and General Manager of La ConsolidadaZ- -- - 

Lewis Lamm -F i r s t  Vice President  
(Secretary and Treasurer of 
Calzada phapultepec) 

%G.A. Stee le  -Second ~ & e  President 
(President of Sinclai r -Pierce Oil Company) 

-R.R. ~ i l l i n g s  -Secretary 
(Bi l l ings  and Goodrich) 

A.R. Bradbury -Treasurer 
(Treasurer of La Consolidada) 

T.D. Bowman 
(American Consul General) 

R.G. Erskine 
(President of the  ~ o r u p a ~ z a  Mexicana Explosives) 

* 

W.S. Garret t  
(M.D.) 

E.O. Orrin 
(Real Estate)  

H.R. Por ter  
(Treasurer of Sanborn Brothers) 



W . J .  Rider 
(Vice Pres iden t  of Colonia Lomas de Chapultepec) 

E.D. Sloan-Fiscal  
(Representa t ive  of Southern P a c i f i c  Rai l road)  

I.N. Thacker 
( E l e e t r f c  Bmd m d  Share) 

H.G. Whi t t lesey 
(Dent i s t  ) 

W.W. Wilkinson 
(General Manager of C a l i f o r n i a  Standard O i l  Company of Mexico) 

The Anahuac, 1935 

(The American School 's  annual)  
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