
&tional Library Bibl iotheque national e I $ of Canada du Canada 
CANADIAN THESES 
ON MICROFICHE 

T H ~ S E S  CANADIENNES 
SUR MlCROFlCHE 

TITLE THEs~s/TlTRE Dt LA T H ~ S F  'Sex Contaminat ion in ~anguage!, 

DEGRFE FOR WHICH THESIS WAS P$ESENTED/ 
GRADE POUR LEQUEL CETTE THPSE FUT P R ~ S E N T ~ E  M * A *  (CMNS ) i t' 

NAME OF SUPERVISOR/NOM DU DIRECTEUR DE T H ~ S E  Dr.Robert J..C -- Harper - - - 
- - - - 

P 

* 
i 

-?ermrssion IS hereby granted to the NATIONAL LIBRARY OF L'autorisation est, par la presente, accordee 3 la BIBLIOTH~- 

CANADA to microfilm this thesis and to Jend.or sel l  copies QUE NATIONALE DU CANADA de microfilmer cette these et 

of the film. de pr6ter ou de vendre des exemplaires du film. 

The author reserves other publication rights, and neithe! the  auteur' se reserve les autres droits de publication;. n i  la 

thesis nor extensive extracts from i t  may be printed or other- thbseni de longs xtraits de celle-ci ne doivent e'tre imprim6s. /e 
w ~ s e  reproduced ,without the author's written permission. 'ou autrement reproduits sans l'autorisatioi &rite d i  /'auteur. 



& 

,,. * '  I + Naliona L~brary  of Canada Bibliotheque nationale d u  Canada 

Cataloguing Branch 
Canadian Theses Division 

Direction du catalogage 
Division des theses canadiennes 

Ottawa, Canada 
K I A  CN4 

NOTICE 

The quality of this microfiche is heavily dependent upon La qualite de cette microfiche depend grandement de la 
the quality of the original thesis submitted for microfilm- qualite de la these soumise au microfilmage. Nous avons 
ing. Every effort has been made to ensure the highest . tout fait pour assurer une qualite superieure de repro- 
quality of reproduction possible. duction. 

If pages are m~ssing,  contact the unlverslty w h ~ c h  
granted the degree. 

S'il manque des pages, veuillez communiquer avec 
I'universite qui .a confere le grade. 

. ,'. 
'--La qualite d'impression de certaines pages peut 

laisser a desirer, surtout si les pages originales ont ete 
' 

dactylographiees a I 'aided'un ruban use ou si I'universite 
n.gps a fait parvenir une photocopie de mauvaise qualite. 

. Some pages may have indistinct print especially if 
the original pages were typed with a poor typewriter 
ribbon or if the university sent us a poor photocopy. 

- Prev~ously co&rlghted materials (journal art~cles, 
publ~shed tests, etc ) are not f~ lmed.  

- 

Les documents qui font deja I'objet d 'un  droit d'au- 
teur.(ayticles de revue, examens publies,;etc.) ne-sont pas 
microfilmes. 

Reproduction in full or in part of this film is governed 
by the Canadian Copyright Act, R.S.C. 1970, c. C-30. 
Please read' the authorization forms which accompany 
this thesis. ,P 

P I 

La reproductlon, meme part~elle, de ce m~crofr lm est 
soumlse a la Lo1 canadlenne sur le dro~t/d'auteur, SRC 
1970, c C-30 Veu~llez prendre connalssanGe des for- 
mules d ' a u t o i ~ s a t ~ o r t q u ~  accompagnent cette these. 

- - 
THIS DISSERTATION 

HAS BEEN MICROFILMED 
EXACTLY AS RECEIVED NOUS L'AVONS RECUE 

- 



PREVIOUSLY~COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL, '. 

LEAVES 20, 28, 46, 85-86, 

rlOT MICROFILMED. 

A NORK OF ARTIFICE, by  Marge P i e r c y ,  f r o m  To Be of Us'e, p .  3: 

I n  t h e  Men 's  Room(s),  by  Marge P i e r c y ,  f r o m  To Be o f  Use, p .  8 .  

A  poem by  Gai l r. lurray, 1970.  

U n l e a r n i n g  n o t  t o  speak,  by Marge P i e r c y ,  f rom To Be o f  Use, p .  38. 

PLEASE CONTACT THE UNIVERSITY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AT:- 

. A s s i j t a n t  f o r  Theses 
&. 

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Dean o f  Graduate  S t u d i e s  
Simon F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y  
Burnaby  , B. C . , Canada 
V5A l S 6  



SEX CONTANISATION I N  LANGUAGE 

JANET L .  SLTIMERTON 

. . 
B.Ed. ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B.C., Vancouver ,  1965 

A THESIS SUBMITTED I N  FARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF 

THE REQUIREPENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF 

MASTER OF ARTS 

i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  

COMMUNICATION STUDIES 

@ JANET L .  SUP@&RTON 1 9 7 6  

SIMON F U S E R  UNIVERSITY 

December 1 9 7  6 

A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .  T h i s . t h e s i s  may n o t  be  
r ep roduced  i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t ,  by pho tocopy  
o r  by o t h e r  means,  w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  a u t h o r .  



APPROVAL 

Name : - J a n e t  L o u i s e  Summerton 

Degree :  Mas te r  of  A r t s  (Communication S t u d i e s )  

T i t l e  o f  T h e s i s :  Sex Con tamina t ion  i n  Language 
I 

Examining Committee:  

C h a i r p e r s o n  : Wil l i am H .  Helody 

P.. J.k. Harpe r  
- S e n i o r  S u p e r v i s o r  

D a l l a s  W. Smythe 

D r ,  M e r e d i t h  Kirnball 
Department  o f  Psychology 

Simon F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y  



bena!f c,r t o r  o n e  of I ~5 ~ s e r s  I f u ~  ttit-r u d r y t  t t ~ a t  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  

b ; ~  n e  ar ti-te Ikan of Cradluatt. Sr*-" i e s .  :t is i,!:terstood that copying 

or publitation of [:,is t i i e s i s  f o r  tinanciai g a i n  s h a l l  n o t  be allowed 

w i t h o u t  m y  writ  t e n  ;.c.rni s s j o n .  

T i t l e  of % e s f s / ~ i s s e r t a f i o n :  

Sex Coptamination in Language -- .- 
C 

A u t h o r :  

( s  i g n a  tri r e  ) 

M S  . JAN SUMMERTON 

. (name) 

Decernber 15th.1976 

( d a t e )  



.US TRACT 

This  t h e s i s  examines four  a r e a s :  l a b e l s  and d e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  \<omen, 
b l  

hoh \$omen use  t h e  language, kcomen's s t l r l e  of interaction and women's 

nonx-erbal behal-lor.  Thls esamlnation i s  based on a  b lb l log raph ic  A 

8 

revlei% of  relex-ant l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i ences  and recordings 

of ethnographic d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  l o c a l l y .  

4 Par t  One d e l i n e a t e s  t h e  scope and na tu re  of  t h e  t h e i s .  Pa r t  Tlio d e a l s  

wi th  women's place'irr t h e  linguistic universe .  Labels and d e s c r i p t i o n s  

o f t e n  r e f e r  t o  ii0men.a~ o u t s i d e  t h e  mainstream o f  s o c i r t y . a n d  i n  terms 

of  t h e i r  relationship t o  men. P a r t  Three discu_sses t h e - s o c i a l  

cons t ruc t ion  of r e a l i t y  and sex r o l e s  a s  f a b r i c a t i o n s  i n  keeping r i i t h  

t h e  e x i s t m g  s o c i a l  o rde r .  Conventional sex d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p a t t e r n s  

of i n t e r a c t i o n  r e i n f o r c e  s o c i a l  positions. P a r t  Four o u t l i n e s  some 

s p e c i f i c s  *of women' s use  of  lan'guage and women's commnicat ion s t y l e .  

P a r t  Five d i scusses  t h e  r e l a t i v i t l -  o f  language; t he  relationship between 

language7 concept ions, .  a t t i t u d e s  and behavior;  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  and b e l i e f s  

iihich have obscured the  i s sue  of  s t a t u s  d i f f e r e n t i a l ;  and r o l e  theory - 

t h a t  r o l e s  develop out  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and a r e  r e c i p r o c a l .  B r i e f '  

mentlon i s  made o f  t h e  s i l e n c e  about women i n  recorded h i s t o r y  and t h e  

present  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of \\.omen and t h e  media. 

In  summar)., l t  i s  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  conclusion t h a t  t h e  obsen-able  d i f f e r ences  .,*, 

i n  c o m u n i c a t i ~ - e  behal-ior- a r e  not  i nna te  sex d i f f e r e R e s  bu t  a r e  r e l a t e d  

t o  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s t a t u s .  That i s ,  ~iomen's s t y l e -  of comnunlcation can 

be viel%ed a s  communication of submisslon. The au thor  c o n c u k  with what, 

has been c a l l e d  t h e  feminyst view t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  scholarship is male 

o r i en t ed  and r e f l e c t s  a  male perspec t ive  of  t h e  ~ ( o r l d .  .She the re fo re  ~ 

1 



concludes t h a t  i t  i s  

t h e o r i e s ,  models and 

t h e  t a s k  of  i n t e l l i g e n t  women t o  critically a s s e s s  

research ,  and t o  a u t h e n t i c a l l y  document women's 

heha - io r  and p o s i t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y ,  thus  genera t ing  a  body o f  recorded 
A .- 

knoliledge from a  f emin i s t  perspect i \ -e .  



P a r t  3ne 

F a r t  TNO 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  1 

Our P l a c e  i n  t h e  L i n g u i s t i c  
U n i v e r s e  
L a b e l s ,  D e s c r i p t i o n s  and 
3mmiss ions  - 6 

I.  I ' m  a  Woman, Not a Lady 7 
2. The A f t e r t h o u g h t ,  t h e  u s e  o f  

m o d i f i e r s  and  e n d i n g s  9 
- 3 .  The D e s c e n t  o f  t g e  Female  10 

4.  More D i s c r e p a n c i e s  - Semina l  
T h i n k e r s  and b l a s t e r ~ i e c e s  11 

5 .  Men and  Boys F i r s t  1 2  
5. G e n e r i c  Nan,  I n v i s i b l e  . ~vorrian , 1 2  

7 .  D i c t i o n a r i e s  - B a s t i o n s  o f  
Dlale C o n s e r v a t i s m  

8. I n  a  N u t s h e l l  

a e  ~ b c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  
t h e  Female 

P a r t  Th ree  

P a r t  Fou r  Communication a n d  Submis s ion  

1. How xe u s e  l a n g u a g e  - 
a .Vocabu1ary  
b. S y n t a x  
c .  T a l k  l i k e  a l a d y  

2 .  I n t e r a c t i o n  S t y l e  
3 .  Nonverbal .  Communication 

R e v e r b e r a t i ~ n s  P a r t  F i v e  

N o t e s  

Appendix  One - F e m i n i s t  Re -Vi s ions  

B i b l i o g r a p h y  
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Pn6 I w i l l ' s p e a k  l e s s  & l e s s  t o  vou 

And more an? more i n  c r a z y  g i b k e ~ i s h  ' 

vou canno t  u n d e r s t a n d :  

v i t c h e s  i n c a n t a t i o n s ,  p o e t r y ,  

o l d  women's m u t t e r i n q s  .... 

The F!onster- 

P r e f a c e  ,- 



A f t e r  e i g h t  v e a r s  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  sysTem a s  a  

s t u d e n t  an? f i f t e e n  y e a r s  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  svstem 

a s  a  t e a c h e r ,  c o n s u 1 t a n t ; a n d  a c j m i n i s t r a t o r ,  I am 

f u l l y  c o g n i z a n t ' o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fo rmat  O F  academic 

work. Researching t h i s  t o p i c  f o r  c l o s e  t o  a  y e a r  

l e d  t o  e x p e r i e n c i n g  profound reve!a t ions  a b o u t  women's 

comrnunicati-on i n  g e n e r a l  and n a r t i c u l a r l v  my own 

communicative behavior. "bus- Ir decide* t o  n r e s e n t  

t h i s  m a t e r i a l  i n  an  unconven t iona l  f o r m a t .  I chose  

n o t  t o  w r i t e  a s  a  man t o  men - t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  form 

of s c h o l a r s h i p .  I n l a c e  womer back i n  t h e  f i r s t  

pe r son ,  u s i n g  t h e  pronoun 'we'  t o  r e f e r  t o  women, ' 

h 

n o t  s o c i e t y  a s  a  whole. S o c i e t v  a s  a  whole i s  

male ?ominate? and h a s  made me fpel. i n v i s i b l e  and 

unimpor tant  f o r  t h i r t v  seven y e a r s .  Mv t o o ?  of 

communication i s  a  l a n ~ u a g e  s a t u r a t e d  w i t h  male 

b i a s .  Also  t h i r t y  seven y e a r s  OF c o n d i t i o n i n g  

a r e  h a r d  t o  overcome i n  one y e a r .  So 1 a p . w ~  o c c u r  ' 

a, 
th roughou t  t h e  thesis. C r i t i c i s m  from mv,,cornrni$tee 

-Z_C 

a f t e r  I had s u b m i t t e d  t h e  f i r s t  d r a f t  i l l u s t r a t e d  

how wel l  I had l e a r n e d  mv l e s s o n s  of submiss ion .  

The purpose  of  t h e  t h e s i s  was meekly s u a g e s t e d ,  
Y 

by innuen60 and i n f e r e n c e ,  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  body of 

t h e  work. M y  c o n c l u s i o n s  and s u a g e s t i o n s  r e f l e c t e d  

%my l a c k  of  a  s e n s e  of h i s t o r v  and m y  f e e l i n g s ' o f  

power lessness  i n  t h e  s o c i e t v .  I experi-enced r i s i n g  

v i i  



' t i d e s  of emot ion  - no ,  of a n q e r  - a s  I w r o t e  t h e  thes i s , .  
-- 

an? i n  t r u e  ' l a d y l i k e '  f a s h i o n ,  s u p p r e s s e m G  t o  ,, 
1 i 

j u s t  below t h e  s u r f a c e .  
I 

f .  
r 

--.- 
'-h 

C 

r -0 
1 have  a lwavs  c o n s j d e r e d  my p e r s o n a l  s t ~ r l e  t o  be 

c o n c i s e ,  i f  n o t  t e r s e ,  e l a b o r a t i n q  o n l v  w h e r e  n e c e  
9 Frv 

"he t h e s i s ,  w i t h  s i x t v - e i g h t  nages  o f  body and 
I 

f i v e  pages  o' n o t e s  r e f l e c t s  t h i s .  s t v l e .  I t  

h a  c o l l e a g u e  t o  n o i n t  o u t  ?he c o n n e c t i o n  between t h i s  

h a b i t  and the s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  t h e s j s .  F o r  s u b s e r v i e n t q  

d o  n o t  Presume t o " P a k ~  UP much of  +he  ' m a s t e r ' s '  t i m e .  

T have  l e a r n e d  t o  s p e a k  b ~ i e f l y  an6  t o  t h e  p o i p t  - 

sometimes q u i c k l v  - awarp,  i f  o n l y  s u ~ c o n s c ~ . o u s l ~ ~ ,  
* 

t h a t  t o  speak  a t  a l l  i s  w i t h  t h e  g o o d  m a c e s  O F  

my s u p e r i o r s .  

I have  s t r u g g l e d  t o  p r e s e n t  & c u m e n t a t i o n  on t h e  
T 

2 - 
s u b j e c t  o f  women i n  communicat ion i n  a s  a u t h e n t i c  

a  manner a s  p o s s i k l e .  I am f u l l y  aware  of  t b e  w e i g h t  

o f  male  d o m i n a t i o n  on my a t t i t u d e s ,  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  
< 

E (i ' 

t h o u g h t  p a t t e r n s ,  behav io r ' b r id  u s e  o f  l a n g u a s ~  an?  
1 - 

have  a t t e m p t e d  t o  t r a i - s c e n d ~ t h i s .   sever, t h e  

l anguage  i s  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  communicate t h e .  new, f l e e t 5  ng 

p e r c e p t i o n s  and c o n s c i o u s n e s s  I a p  e m e r i e n c i n g .  

To w r i t e  t h i s  worP i n  anv o t h e r  s t v l e  would b e  a  
* 3 

d i s s e r v i c e  b o t h  t o  myse l f  a n r t o  ot .her womgn. 

1 . 
v i i i  



I s e t  o u t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a  s u s p e c t e d  phenomenon - a  p a t t e r n  of  

b e h a v i o r ,  and soen  d i s c o v g r e d  t h e  n a r r o ~ q e s s  and s h a l l o i r n e s s  

o f a i n f o r m a , t i e n  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  The p r o c e s s  o f  c o 1 l e c t i n g : a n d  

s i f t i n g  t h r o u g  t h e  d a t a  was n o t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  b i a s e d ,  a l t h o u g h  

I r e c o g n i z e  my own e t h n o c e n t r i c i t y .  r ' d id  i n t e n t i o n a l l v  - - 

f o c u s  my r e s e a r c h  on  c o n t m p o r a r y  women - academics ,  ad hoc 

s o c i a l  c r i t i c s  and c o l l e a g u e s ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t E a t ,  a s  P o u l a i n  

d e  B a r r e  s a y s  ' A l l  w r i t i n g  by men a b o u t  women must be c o n s i d e r e d  

s u s p e c t  f o r  men a r e  a t  once  judge  and p a r t y  t o  t h e  l awsu i t ; "  

(Quoted by Simone d e  Beauvo i r  i n  The Second Sex, r x x v ) .  



''Language i s  m a s c u l i n e ,  b u t  o n l y  

in :he, s e n s e  t h a t  i t  w a s  c r e a k e d  
ts;:, . 

by  man t o  be u s e d  as a most 

~ o w e r f u . 1  i n s t r u m e n t  w i t h  which 

t o  produce a wor ld  o  h i s  own 4 
by i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  world 

i n  terms o f  h i s  mascu l ine  sexology.71  
.. 

O t t o  Rank, * 

i 
Beyond. Psychology,  

' * 

F *  242 

P a r t  One 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  



B 

--"i 
ri C 

Rank's  comment i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  c r u x  o f  t h e  problem o f  

Nomen i n  c o m r n u n i c a t i ~ n .  The E n g l i s h  l anguage  was c r e a t e d  

u n T l a t e r a l l y  by t h e  men i n  s o c i e t y  and o n l y  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  
. . .  

world,  a s  men see i t .  T h i s  l e a v e s  h a l f  t h e  s o c i e t y  - u s  

women - i n  a n  u n e n v i a b l e  p u s i t i o n .  We s e e  t h e  wor ld  from - P 

a  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  and l e a r n  e a r l y  i n  o u r  l i v e s  t o  
e- 

, 2 *  

deny t h i s  e ~ p e r i e n c e  and e spouse  t h e  dominant world view. 
L 

More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  we t h i n k  o f  ourselve% B s  I., i n  t h e  

c e n t r e  o f  o u r  wor ld  and a r e  bombarded w i t h  messages t h a t  
-7- 

c o n t r a d i c t  o u r  e s s e n c e .  We a r e  c a l l e d  t h e  d a r k  s i d e  o f  . 

men, r e  a r e  what man i s  n o t ,  t h e  second. o f  oppos ing  p r i n c i p l e s  - 

o b j e c t s .  S i n c e  man is  normal  we a r e  t h e  abnormal ,  t h e  

a b e r r a t i o n .  We a r e  t h e  o t h e r s ,  t h e  o u t s i d e r s  - o u t s i d e  

t h e  mains t ream of human ( r e a l  m a l e )  e x p e r i e n c e .  Thus 

l anguage  h a s  o n l y  p r o v i d e d  t h e  means o f  d e s c r i b i n g  u s  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  man, n o t  as e q u a l  independen t  peop le .  As 

Gornick s a y s  i n  h e r  i n  r o d u c t i o n ,  "1 am as human a s  you C%- 
a r e . . .  b u t  I s u f f e r  f r  m t h e  d e p r i v a t i o n  o f  t h a t  i n i t i a l  

r e c o g n i t i o n .  tt  (1) P 
c-,1 

- 

U n t i l  r e c e n t l y  t h i s  s e x i s t  base  o f  l anguage  h a s  r a r e l y  

been cha l lbnged  as women's i n t e l l e c t u a l  and communication 

powers have been s t u l f i f i e d .  I n  t h e  new wave o f  feminism 

o f  t h e  l a s t , f e w  y e a r s  e d u c a t e d  women have begun t o  a r t i c u l a t e  

- t h e .  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  and i n a d e q u a c i e s  o f  t h e  language .  ~ h y s  



work a t t e m p t s  t o  d i s c u s s  some o f  t h e  i s s u e s  i n  e a s  a u t h e n t i c  

I 
1. 

a manner A as p o s s i b l e ,  g i v e n  t h > t  we a r e  j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  t o  

2 e q u i p  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  t o o l s  necess 'ary -J 
t o  - 

o b j e c t i f y  and s h a r e  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  f ema le  e x p e r i e n c e .  
i 

5 I 

Although male s c h o l a r s  i n  l i n g u i s t i c s  and a n t h r o p o l o g y  

have obse rved  and w r i t t e n  o f  s e x  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a b o r i g i n a l  
i 

l anguages  s i n c e  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  

same i s s u e s _ i n  E n g l i s h  i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  new f i e l d  o f  s t u d y .  (21 
, . 

Myths s u c h  a s ,  women c h a t t e r  i n c e s s a n t l y ,  and  women have *. 

n o t h i n g  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s a y ,  have c r e p t  i n t o  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  

and  have been t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  f a c t s  w i t h  no c o n c r e t e  

s u p p o r t i v e  e v i d e n c e .  

I n  1975 t h e  f i r i t  books devo ted  t o  t h i s  t o p i c  appea red  
\ . 

and t o  d a t e  f o u r  h a v e j e e n  p u b l i s h e d  - a l l  i n  t h e  Uni ted  

S t a t e s .  ( 3 )  A r t i c l e s  and r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t s  

i n  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers i n  b o t h  t h e  academic 

p r e s s .  The d a t a  i s  g r a d u a l l y  be ing  accumula ted  and  shows 

p r o g r e s s i v e  c ~ h e r e n c e  and c l a r i t y .  
\ i 

1 have c h o s e o t o  l i m i t  t h e  s & p e  o f  t h i s  work t o  f o u r  t o p i c s : -  

1. Our names and  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
\--- 

2 .  Our s t y l e  o f  language  



3.  Our s t y l e  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  

4.  Our non-ve rba l  eomrnunication / 

f rom f o u r  s o u r c e s :  

1. s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  

2. l i n g u i s t s  . 

3 .  l i t e r a t u r e  'ii ' E  

4.  p e r s o n a l  e t h n o  r a p h i c  d a t a  E 
i 

i I i n c l u d e  t h e  l a s t  s o u r  e  s i n c e  p r e p a r i n g  t h i s  t h e s i s  h a s  
I 

l e a d  m e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t r e - v i s i o n l  t h a t  i s ,  t o  r e a g s e s s  

p a s t  i n t e r a c t i o n s  and t o  be more c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e  

a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  eve ryday  k o r l d .  

We w.omen have t h e  c h o i c e  o f  u;,lng t h r e e  s t y l e s  o f , w r i t t e n  

communication. We c a n i m i t a t e  a mascu l ine  s t y l e ,  choose a  

cob% impersona l  s t y l e ,  ord vrritFe from o u r  own p e r s p e c t i v e  
6 

~h0u.g-h most of  my r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  women, w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  

l a s t  e i g h t  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  dawn o f  t h e  l a t e s t  f e m i n i s t  
. ' 

movement, a l l  t h r e e  s t y l e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d .  Mary R i t c h i e  , 

Key's book; ~ a l e / ~ e m a l e  Language, i s  a  good -example o f  t h e  
/ 

C O O ~  impersona l  s t y l e .  Casey M i l l e r  and Kate  S w i f t  i n  
. - \ 

4 

' "omen and Words a l s o  a v o i d  t h e  f e m i n i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  which 

f 
t h e y  r a t i o n a l i z e  i n  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t h i s  way - l tus ing  

' t h e y 1  h e l p s  m a i n t a i n  d i s t a n c e . . .  S i n c e  we a r e  women 

x r i t i n g  on a  s u b j e c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  s h o r t  r u n  d i v i d e s  t h e  -- - 

s e x e s  ... and s i n c e  we do n o t  c l a i m  t o  be n o n p a r t i s a n . . .  

i i e  needed t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  ' t h e y T  encourages . "  It may be 
\ 

1 



c o m f o r t i n g  t h a t  M i l l e r  and S w i f t  r e c o g n i z e d  the-  problem. 

-2 
T h e i r  s o l u t i o n ,  however ,  i s  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  ev idence  o f  t h e  

L, 

p r i c e  some somen a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  pay t o  o p e r a t e  i n  a  male- 

dominated  world.  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  much of  t h e  f e m i n i s t  

w r i t i n g  is f r a u g h t  w i t h  a n g e r  - o u t r a g e  a g a i n s t  what 
L. 

Adr'ienne Rich c a l l s  t h e  T o p p r e s s o r l s  l anguage1  we a r e  

f o r c e d  t o  u s e .  (4) Such a n  a J p p r o a c h . i s  h a r d l y  c ' o n s t r u c t i v e  . 

I t  behooves i n t e l l i g e n t  women t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  l anguage  

and concomitant  b e l i e f s  and a t t i t u d e s  t h e y  a r e  c o n f r o n t e d  I 

x i t h  d a i l y ,  t h u s  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  ( r e a d  male) .  

f r a n e n o r k s  of a n a l y s i s  and p a t t e r n s .  o f  i o g i c .  E l l e n  Morgan; 

e d i t o r  o f  An I n t e l l i g e n t  Womanls Guide t o  D i r t y  Words, s a i d  k 

- 

f e m i n i s t s  " t end  t o  r e j e c t  e l i t i s m  and a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m ,  

and ,base t h e i r  p o l i t i c s  on p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e i r  s t y l e  

is  more d e s c r i p t i v e ,  a n d ,  i f  n o t  more t e n t a t i v e ,  o r e  r e ' l a t i v e ,  
3 

more i n c l i n e d  t o  t h e  many f a c e t e d ,  Y e s s  s t r u c t u r e d  ?., t h e  

d e s i r e  t o  a s s e r t  one i d e a  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  o t h e r s  t h a n  

t o  convey t h e  m u l t i p l e  and p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  e x p e r i e k c e . ( 5 )  

Al though o u r  a u t h e n t i c  s t y l e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  is  clumsy, 

cumbersome and i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  
1 .  

o f  o u r  development .  



If  I come i n t o  a room o u t  of t h e  s h a r p ,  m i s t y  l i g h t  

and. h e a r  them t a l k i n g  a  dead  l a n g u a g e  

and  if t h e y  a s k  my i d e n t i t y  

what c a n  I ' s a y  b u t  
5 

I am t h e  androgyn& 
P 

I am t h e  l i v i n g  mind- yo> F a i l  t o  d e s c r i b e  

2xpJyour d e a d  l a n g u a g e ,  
I 

t h e  l o s t  noun,  t h e  v e r b  s u r v i v i n g  

. o n l y  i n  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e .  

Adr i enne  R i c h ,  

The S t r a n g e r  

P a r t  Two 

P l a c e  i n  t h e  ~ i n ~ u i s t i ' c  un iverse  

' L a b e l s ,  d e s c r i p t i o n s  and  o m i s s i o n s  



I n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s  l i n g u i s t s  and 

a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  found t h e  s t u d y  o f  l a n g u a g e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
0 - 

. v o c a b u l a r y ,  was i n v a l u a b l e .  O f t e n  such  s t u d y  Grov ides  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  members o f  th'e s o c i e t y  would 

have found d i f f i c u l t  t o  a r t i c u l a t e .  For  a l o n g  w i t h  l e a r n i n g  

d t h e  words t o  communicate w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  we l e a r n  a s e t  

,T* 
o f  c o n c e p t u a l  c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  o r d e r i n g  t h e  myriad of 

/ 

i m p r e s s i o n s ,  t h e  chaos  o f  e x p e r i i n c e ~  p r e s e n t e d  t o  us .  7 

. . These c a t e g o r i e s  . a r e  r e f l e c t e d  o v e r t l y  i n  v o c a b u l a r y ,  

hence  
. - _,- 

t h e  e n s u i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  o f - c o n t e m p o r a r y  usage .  . 

1. I t m  a  woman, n o t  a  l a d y  
o r  t h e  ups  and downs of b e i n g  f emale  

"-be r e f e r r e d  t o  as  a  l a d y  h a s  a  c h i l l i n g  e f f e c t  on me. 

I f e e l  o b l i g e d  t o  b e h a v e b a s  a  p o r c e l a i n  s t a t u e  ( o r  is t h a t  

s t a t u e t t e ? )  l i m i t i n g  my behavior'-,my language  a n d ,  my 
' 

< - 
a m b i t i o n s .  

F o r  a  fe'w hundred y e a r s  t l a d y t  r e f e r r e d  t o  a  woman w i t h  

s t a t u s  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  She was a  p e r s o n  o f  c u l t u r e  and 

r e f i n e m e n t .  By t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  l a d i e s  were on t h e i r  

way down, t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of b e i n g  used  as a euphemism f o r  

p r o s t i t u t e  i n  ' l a d i e s  o f  t h e  n i g h t t .  Taking t h e  d e g r a d a t i o n  
:--- \. - 

a s t e p  f u r t h e r ,  t h e  i n c o n g r u e n t  ? c l e a n i n g  l a d y t  s l i p p e d  
- 

i n t o  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r .  . - 

1 



I t e rms  o f  a  somewhat f r i v o l o u s  n a t u r e .  Try u s i n g  i l a d i e s '  
%J, 

I 

i n s t e a d  o f  lwornent i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ;  Woments c a u c u s ,  

S t a t u s  o f  @omen, o r  Women's l i b e r a t i o n .  The s u b s t i t u t i o n  ' .  1 

< 5 4 4  

k '2 n o t  o n l y  weakens t h e  image and d e t r a c t s  from t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  
'@* ' * 
3 'of o u r  endeavors  - i t  approaches  t h e  l u d i c r o u s .  8 

I n  some l o c a l  c i r c l e s  ' l a d y f  i s  Used to r e f e r  t o  a  g i r l -  

f r i e n d ,  w i f e ,  housemate a n d / o r  l o v e r .  The r e a s o n s  g i v e n  

f o r  t h i s  usage a r e  twofo ld  - a  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t r a d i t i o n a l  

l a b e l s  and as a n  u p l i f t i n g  t e r m  o f  d i g n i t y  a s  r e s p e c t .  

I ' d  s a y  t h a t  means we ' re  i n  t r o u b l e ,  f o r  p e d e s t a l s  have 

n e v e r  proved t o  be s t e p p i n g  s t o n e s  t o  r e c o g n i t i o n  o r  e q u a l i t y .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  use  o f  t h e  word ' g i r l 1  f o r  any  f e m a l e s  
-i: 

of any age i s  s t i l l  p r e v a l e n t .  We ha o f f i c e  g i r l s ,  s a l e s  

girls and g i r l  F r i d a y s .  Can yo3 o f  a  time.when ' g i r l s '  

used  f o r  female5  o v e r  s i x t e e n  g i v e s  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  - f u l l  

humani ty?  The o r g a n i z e r s  of t h e  Miss America pagean t  have 

r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  t e n o r  o f  t h e  t i m e s  and changed t h e i r  p re -  

show promotion t o  " f i f t y  b e a u t i f u l  young women w i l l  compete 
J f o r  t h e  t i t l e . . . ! "  

. . .-. -. . 

You've cohe a  l o n g  way, Baby! 

If I t v e  come s o  f a r ,  why do you $till c a l l  me baby? ( 6 )  



5u 

2 .  The a f t e r t h o u g h t  - t h e  u s e  o f  m o d i f i e r s  and e n d l n g s  

/' 

'nle have many nouns i n  E n g l i s h ,  which a l t h o u g h  o f f i c i a l l y  

n e u t e r ,  i n  c u r r e n t  usage  assume a maLe i d e n t i t y .  To make 

t h e s e  words a p p l y  t o  women we p u t  'womant o r  * l a d y f  i n  

f r o n t  o f  them o r  add t h e  s u f f i x e s  ' e s s t  o r  l e t t e T .  So 

. we have woman p i l o t s  and l a d y  docf tors  , h o s t e s s ,  s G w a r d e s s  

and u s h e r e t t e .  The i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  male is n o r a a l ,  

u s u a l ,  female ah a f t e r t h o u g h t .  Cons ide r  t h e  t y p e  c a s t i n g  

i n  t h e s e  s u p p o s e d l y  n e u t e r  words ;  c h i e f ,  e x e c u t i v e ,  t ycoon ,  

s c o u n d r e l ,  o f f i c e r ,  w r i t e r ,  p r e s i d e n t ,  o r  t r a v e l e r .  ( 7 )  

I f  we n e g l e c t  t o  q u a l i f y  t h e s e  words we e x p e r i e n c e  mis t aken  

i d e n t i t y .  A woman a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B . C .  r e c e n t l y  had 

a  mee t ing  w i t h  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  human r i g h t s  commission 

t o  d i s c u s s  a  cha rge  o f  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  h i r i n g  

p r a c t i c e s . r  The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ( a  m a l e )  grew i n c r e a s i n g l y  

uncomfor t ab le  and f i n a l l y  e x p l a i n e d  he w a s  supposed  t o  be 

m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  dean t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i s s u e .  To which t h e  

woman r e p l i e d  ' I ' am t h e  d e a n . ?  I had s2 rn i l a r  e x p e r i e n c e s  

a s  a p r i n k i p a l  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sys tem.  Indeed  I f a l l  

i n k 0  t h e  same t r a p  o f  making a s sumpt ions .  R e c e n t l y  I went 

t o  a  mee t ing  a t  a  l a w y e r ' s  o f f i c e  and was s u r p r i s e d  t o  

f i n d  a  room f i l l e d  w i t h  women. I had assumed t h e  l awyer  

was male.  



S i n c e  t h e  misogynous  p e r i o d  o f  C h a r l e s  I1 i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  , * 
> F. 

' c e n t u r y  many words  i n v o l v i n g  rromen h a v e  d e g e n e r a t e d  t o  
'r -C. 

a c q u i r e  a  n e g a t i v e  c o c n o t a t i o n ,  become s e x - s p e c i f i e d  o r  

n a r r o w e d  i n  mean ing .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  whgre o r i g i n a l l y  mean t  
v 

l o v e r  o f  e i t h e r  s e x ;  tomboy mean t  a . r u d e  b o y ;  v i r g i n  a n  

i n d e p e n d e n t  woman; s h r e w  a d i c k e d ,  m a l i g n a n t  man; a n d  c o u r t e s a n  

o r i g i n a l l y  mean t  a  member o f  the-  c o u r t .  C o n s i d e r  t h e s e  - 
9 

o r i g i n a l l y  p a r a l l e l  terms,  a n d  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  u s a g e ;  m a t r o n  

a n d  p a t r o n ,  mistress a n d  m a s t e r ,  g o v e r n e s s  a n d  g o v e r n o r .  * 

B , , i -45'. st? 4 

3 f t ' l n s t e r  a n d  b a c h e l o r  h a r d l y  c o ~ u r e  up f e e l i n g s  o f  e q u a l i t y .  

a n d  t h e r e  a r e  no p a r a l l e l  terms f o r  l a d i e s '  man, h o u s e w i f e  

o r  d i v o r c e e .  ( 8 )  * 

I n  o l d e n  t i m e s ,   omen w e r e  g r w p e d  w i t h  t h e  s l a v e s ,  t h e  
D 

i d i o t s  a n d  m i n o r s .  I n  t h e s e  d a y s  o f  s u p p o s e d  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  

d e  d o n ' t  seem t o  h a v e  p r o g r e s s e d  v e r y  f a r .  I n  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  

P r e s i d e n t  Pusey  o f  H a r v a r d ,  c o m p l a i n i n g  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

d r a f t ,  s a i d  "We s h a l l  be l e f t  w i t h  t h e  b l i n d ,  t h e  lame a n d  

t h e  uomenl' f o r  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s .  A somewhat more o p t i m i s t i c  , 

v i e w  was t a k e n  a  d e c a d e  l a t e r  i n  t h e  S a t u r d a y  Review i n .  

w h i c h  a  c o l u m n i s t  r e f e r r e d  t o  someone as  ? d e f e n d e r  o f  

h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  o f  M o z a r t ,  women's r i g h t s  a n d  dumb a n i m a l s n .  
1 



A s t e p  u p ,  no d o u b t ,  prom t h e  company o f  t h e  h a l t  a n d  t h e  

b l i n d .  B e t t e r  s t i l l  is  t h e  e x p l i c i 4  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  

s e r s i t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  i n  s e c t i o n  4 1 5 . 5  o f  t h e  P e n a l  

code  i n  C s l i f o r n i a  which s t a t e s  t h a t  i t  i s  a c r ime  t o  u s e  

3 u l g a r ,  p r o f a n e  o r  i n d e c e n t  l a n g u a g e  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
4 

and h e a r i n g  o f  women. I n  a n  e v e n  more magnanimous v e i n  

J .  R i t c h i e  e t  a 1  i n  h i s  book D e c e d e n t s ,  E s t a t e s  & T r u s t s  

i n f o r m s  us t h a t  l lma r r i ed  domen, i n f a n t s  and- l u n a t i c s  may 

be t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  a  t r u s t .  I t  ' We a r e  reminded  however 

t h a t  s u c h  a c c n c e s s i o n  c a r r i e s  some d e g r e e  o f  r i s k  i f  w e  : 

box  t o  t h e  i n s i g h t s  'of  d p i r o  Agnew who i n  1970 s a i d  ' l i t  !is 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  tame o c e a n s ,  f o o l 6  and  domen." 
I 

And, t o  comple t e  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  men u s e  words  f r o m  t h e  r e a l m  
3 

o f  a n i m a l s  t o  demean u s  women f u r t h e r .  We a r e  c a l l e d  p i g s ,  

C O W S ,  n a g s ,  v i x e n s ,  g e e s e ,  d o g s ,  mice  - and c o l d  f i s h !  ( 9 )  
- , . 

4 .  Mcre D i s c r e p a n c i e s  - S e m i n a l  T h i n k e r s  and  . M a s t e r p i e c e s  

lomen l l s c o l d l t r  tlscre-amtl, " s h r i e k t 1 ,  l t t i t t e r t l  and  t l c h a t t e r t t .  ' 

We a r e ,  a s  men a r e  n o t ,  l t p romiscuous t l ,  t l v i v a c i o u s l t ,  

l f h y s t e r i c a l l t ,  o r  "b r azen t1  - and  when we s t a n d  up f o r  

o u r s e l v e s  a s  women l t c a s t r a t i n g t l !  T& g r e a t e s t  i n s u l t  t h a t  

c a n  be l e v e l l e d  by one  man t o  a n o t h e r  compels  t h e  i n v e n t i o n  

cf s i m p l e  m e t a p h o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f e m a l e ,  e g .  "o ld  



womant1, l l e f f emina ' t e " ,  "weak s i s t e r s "  o r  s i m p l y ,  j u s t  l i k e  

a  womant1. (10)  The f l i p  s i d e  o f  t h e  c o i n  i s  t o  p r a i s e  a  

woman's e f f o r t s  by t e l l i n g  h e r  s h e  t h i n k s  l i k e  a  man, o r  

h a s  p roduced  a  s e m i n a l  p i e c e  o f  work. We have  o l d  m a s t e r s ,  

m a s t e r p i 6 c e s  and m a s t e r f u l  works .  Women a r t i s t s ,  i f  t h e y  

a r e  l u c k y ,  c a n  have  one-man s h o ~ s !  

1 2  

5 .  Men and  Boys f i r s t  \ 

E s t a b l i s h e d  l i n g u i s t i c  h a b i t s  p u t  t h e  male  f i r s t  i n  most  

c a s e s  a s  . i n  men a n d  women, male  and  f e m a l e ,  h i s  and  h e r s ,  

b r o t h e r  and  s i s t e r .  Mary R i t c h i e  Key s u g g e s t s  t o  change 

t h e  o r d e r  would be  d i f f i c u l t ,  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  chauv in i sm.  
,- 

She f e e l s  rhy thm i n  l a n g u a g e  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  and  t h e s e  p h r a s e s  

f l o w  w i t h  more e a s e  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r d e r .  I t  is 

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  women w r i t i n g  o f  s e x i s m  i n  , l anguage  

o f t e n  r e p e a t  t h e s e  p a t t e r n s .  F o r  exam.ple, Varda One, a  

c o l u m n i s t  i n  a  C a l i f o r n i a  f e m i n i s t  p a p e r ,  t a l k s  o f  m a s t e r  

a n d  m i s t r e s s ,  p a t r o n  and  m a t r c n ,  and  Mary R i t c h i e  Key 
I 

c a l l e d  h e r  b o ~ k  ~ a l e / ~ e r n a l e  Language.  (11) 

6. G e n e r i c  .Man, I n v i s i b l e  Woman 

Keep ing  i n  mind t h a t  t h e  male  h a l f  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s  named 



+? ie  ~ ~ o r l d ,  it i s  119t s ~ r p r i s i n g  t o  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  

p o s i + i o n  o f  h a v i n g  3 word ~ h i c h  a t  o n e  a n d  t h e  same t i m e  . 

i s  p u r p o r t e d  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  human r a c e  a s  a  whole  a n d  

d.4 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  m a l e s .  E x p r e s s t o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  A s c e n t  o f  

man,  manpower, manmade, t h e  common man, t h e  man o n  t h e  

s t r e e t ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  man, d o n ' t  g i v e  u s  a  f e e l i n g  o f  e q u a l  

p a r t i ~ i p a t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y ,  o r  o f  i n i t i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n .  

R e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  s u p p o r t s  f e m i n i s t  c o n t e n t i o n s  t h a t  man 

. means male  t o  mos t  p e o p l e .  I n  1 9 7 2  S c h n e i d e r  a n d  Hacker  

a s k e d  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a s t u d y  t~ 

t e s t  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  ?manf  is u n d e r s t o o d  t o  be g e n e r i c .  

T h e  s t u d e n t s  were  a s k e d  t o  s e l e c t  p i c t u r e s  for a  t e x t b o o k  

i n  s o c i o l o g y .  H a l f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  g i v e n  c h a p t e r  h e a d i n g s  

s u c h  a s  " S o c i a l  Man", l y I n d u s t r i a l  Man" a n d  " P o l i t i c a l  Mann. 

g t h e r  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  g i v e n  h e a d i n g s  s u c h  a s  " S o c i e t y ,  

I n d u s t r i a l  L i f e t 1  a n d  " P o l i t i c a l  E e h a v i o r " .  A n a l y s i s  

r e v e a l e d  t h a t  b o t h  s e x e s  ' c o n s i d e r e d  m a l e s  o n l y  when t h e  

v o r d  "man" was u s e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  h e a d i n g s  p r o d u c e d  

i m a g e s  o f  b o t h  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e .  

I n  1 9 7 1 ,  N i e l s e n  t e s t e d  o n e  h u n d r e d  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  n u r s e r y  

s c h o o l  t o  g r a d e  s e v e n ,  u s i n g  a  p i c t u r e  s e l e c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e .  
4 

She  a l s o  f o u n d  t h a t  b o t h  s e x e s  c o n s i d e r e d  man ( a s  i n  . 



sen ' ; ences  s u c h  as .  "?Can mus t  x o r k  i n  o r d e r  t o  e a t t 1  a n d  
$ L' 

l lAr?und t h e  r a  is  happy1' mean t  m a l e ,  n o t  f e m a l e .  ( 1 2 1  

m I h e y  p r c n o m  "he" i s  g l s o  u s e d  g e n e r i c a l l y  o r  when t h e  s e x  

i s  unknodn ( a s  i n  5 o m q n e 1 s  a 5  t h e  d o o r ,  i s n ' t  h e ?  The 
;ra. 

:.A t 

a v e r a q e  -&&adiarr - h e ) .  Aga in  t h e  c u l t u r a l  myth  e m e r g e s  . . J  
thar humans a r e  m l e  u n t i l  p r o v e n  f e m a l e .  F e m i n i s t s 1  1 4  

urgings t o  u s e  l lhs ~r s h e " ,  ! l t h e y n  o r  t h e  f o r m  " s / h e n  

h a v e  been  met v i t b  t h e  c o u n t e r  a r g u m e n t s  t h a t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  

a r e  c lumsy  a n d  u c n s c e s s a r y .  L a k o f f  e s p o u s e s  t h i s  v i e d ,  

n l s b o u g h  s h e  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  f e m i n i s t s 1  po i t i o n .  S h e  9 
s u g q e s t s  t h i s  a r e s  i s  " l e s s  i n  n e e d  o f  c h a n g e  a n d  l e s s  

o p e n  t o  change  t h i n  o t h e r s 1 ' .  Yet Graham r e p o r t s  f i n d i n g s  

,C a  s u r v e y  o f  p r s n o n n  c i t a t i o n s :  o u t  o f  94C c i t a t i o n s  

f o r  h e ,  744 .dere  a ~ ~ l i e d  t o  m a l e  humans,  1 2 8  t o  m a l e  

a n i m a l s ,  36 t o  p e r s o n s  i n  male  l i n k e d  o c c d a t i o n s  - o n l y  
ry a 

32 r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  U n s p e c i f i e d  s i n g u l a r  s u b j e c t .  Gena 

C o r s a  o f f e r s  t h e  f o l l o r i n g  s o l u t i o n ,  

"If women s h i n 4  i t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  men d o n ' t  . . .  
l e t ' s  u s e  a  p r o p s u n  t h a t  p l e a s e s  women. Men ' 

d o n ' t  c a r e  * h a t  i: is a s  l o n g  a s  i t ' s  n o t  c l u m s y ,  
* '  

s o  f rom noN cn, l s t l s  u s e  l s h e l  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  
- 

s ' andard  hl~man b e i n g .  The ~ o r d  ' s h e 1  i n c l u d e s  

' h e r  s o  :ha? i o - 1 3  be f a i r .  Anyway, de ' v e  u s e d  

? h e 1  f3r t ? e  F i S Z  s e v e r a l   nou us and y e a r s  and. u e l l l  



1 
u s e  ' s h e T  f o r  Lhe n e x t  few t h o u s a n d ,  H e T r e  j u s t  

+,2king t u r n s .  l1 

The r e s e a r c h  r e i f e r a t e s  f e m i n i s t s T  c l a i m s  t h a t  t o  u s e  
r-. 

, - 
liman" o r  l1her1 i n  3 g e n e r i c  s e c s e  is i n a c c u r a t e .  To c o n t i n u e  

t h e  p r a c t i c e  p e r p e t u a t e s  t h e  myth o f  Noman a s  i n v i s i b l e ,  

a s  o u t s i d e d n i a i n s t r e a m  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  

7. D i c t i o n a r i e s  - t h e  B a s t i o n s i o f  Male C o n s e r v a t i s m  

Nebs t e r s  l T h i r d  N e w  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i c t i o n a r y  d e f i n e s  

manly a s  "hav ing  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  a  man, n o t  

e f fe 'mina te  o r  t i m  orous , b o l d ,  r e s o l u t e ,  open conduc t  

o r  b e a r i n g i i ,  and womanly as "marked by q u a l i t i e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

of a  woman, c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  ,' b e l o n g i n g  

woman 's. n a t u r e  and 

F o r  examples  o f  vomanly 

a t t i t u d e  r a t h e r  

o r  s u i t a b l e  
. -. 

t h a n  t o  a  man'sr1.. 

t h e  a u t h o r s  came up w i t h  "convinced  

:hat d r a r i n g  was a d a s t e  o f  t i m e ,  i f  n o t  downr igh t  womanlyii.. . 
i n d  " h e r  u s u a l  womanly v o l u b i l i t y w .  Random House D i c t i o n a r y  

\ 61957) s t a T e s  " 2 u a l i t i e s  u s u a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  d e s i r a b l e  i n  a  -.. 

a a n i f  a s  l l s t r o n g ,  - b r a v e ,  h o n o u r a b l e ,  r e s o l u t e  and v i r i l e i f  
'* 

x i s h  " f e m i n i n e ,  weak and  cowardlyi i  a s  antonyms.  

l e b s s e r s ?  T h i r d  f ists t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  f o r  woman; l l g e n t l e n e s s ,  r 
- 

q f f e c t i o n  and  domesticity, o r  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  f i c k l e n e s s ,  

s x p e r f i c i a l i t y  and f o l l y i 1 .  I n  t h e  e n t r y . f o r  man, no 





m a t e r i a l  f rom e s t a b l i s h e d  d i c t i o n a r i e s  a n d  s r r a n g e d  them 

i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c 3 t e g o r i e s ;  

Woman a s  Whore 

Woman a s  X h o r i s h  
".. ' 

Woman as Body 

Wonan a s .  Animal  - 

3 n e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s ,  E l l e n  Morgan e x p l a i n e d  that t h e  
/ 

e, 
J+ 

/ 

d i c t i o n a r y  was c o m p i l e d  w i t h  t h e  hope t h a t  " l e x i c o g r a ~ h e r s  
/ 

ai l1  be j a r h e d  t o  ~ e r c e i v e  t h e p r e j u d i c e  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  

- s c h o l a r s h i p .  (,L!+) 

8.' I n  a  N u t s h e l l  

'+ A -  seems  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  c a n ' t  a g r e e  on  t h e  exact r e l a t i o n -  

s % p  b e ~ w e e n  l a n g u a g e  a n d  t h c u g h t .  What Ne d o  'knodl 

i s  + h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  w e  impose  on t h e  ~ o r l d  i s  a r b i t r a r y  - , 

1 
i n d e e d ,  f i c t i o n a l .  F o r  e a c h  l i n g u i s t i c  community has a 

td 

' G G e r e n t  s e t  o f  c a t e g o r i e s ,  a d i f f e r e n t ,  m c t i v e ,  a 

, ~ ? i q u e  w o r l d  - f i e x .  The l a n g u a g e  w e  l e a r n  is a p a s s p o r t  

t o  a l i n g u i s t i c  communi ty .  It a l s o  imposBs l i m i t s  a n d  

c s ~ f L n e s  o u r  e x p r e s s i 3 n .  ( 1 5 )  



S i n c e  men have  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  naming p r o c e s s  and  t h u s  

o r d e r i n g  gf t h e  w o r l d  x e  f i n d  women a r e  r e l e g a t e d  i n  t h e  

l a n g u a g e  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  05:- - 

1. t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  o p p o s i t e  

2 .  t h e  d e v i a t i o n  f rom t h e  norm 

3 .  t h e  s e c o n d ,  t h e  l e s s  important 

I n  many i n s t a n c e s  we a r e  a b s e n t ,  i n v i s i b l e  o r  d e s c r i b e d  

i n  5errns o f  o u r  r e l a 5 i o n  t o  man. I n  e s s e n c e ,  l a n g u a g e  

t r e a t s  u s  b a d l y ,  x i t h  a  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  n e g a t i v e  l a b e l s  . 
I 

and  d e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  p e o p l e  who & a n t  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  f u l l y  

I n e x t r i c a b l y  woven i n  w i t h  t h e  l a n g u a g e  a r e  a t t i t u d e s ,  

a s s u m p t i o n s ,  v a l u e s  and b e h a v i o r  models .  y e  c a n n o t  d e t e r m i n e  , 

x h i c h  came f i r s t ,  or which i s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  o t h e r s .  
- 

I t  d o e s  seem a p p a r e n t  t h a t  l a n g u a g e  is one a r e a  where  we . >- 

c o s i d  improve o u r  l o t  by c h a n g i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e a n i n g s ,  

d e l e t i n g  o b j e c t i o n a l  t e r m s  and  i n t r o d u c i n g  new words .  

S i n c e  l a n g u a g e  i.s i n  a  c o n s t a n t  s t a t e  o f  change  and  

a i a p t q t i o n  t h i s  ~ o u l d . n o t  be 2n i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  p r o j e c t .  

Tfany o f  u s  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a  new c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  a n d  f l e e t i n g  

v i s i o n s  o f  s d a r e n e s s .  We need  t o  c r e a t e  a n  a d e q u a t e  

l z n g u a g e  t o  v e r b k l i z e  and s h a r e  t h i s  new p e r c e p t i o n .  

Sirnone d ~  B e a u v o i r ,  t . trenty y e a r s  a g o ,  p o i n t e d  ~ u t  t h a t  



women h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  u s i n g  t h e  p ronoun  llviel', s o  u s e d  a r e  

we t o  l o o k i n g  a t  2 u r s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  male  e y e s .  UP_pr tuna te ly ,  

a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  d o r k  d r i t t e n  by women r e c e n t l y  s t i l l  , 

e x h i b i t s  t h i s  h a b i t .  S e x i s m  a n d  s e x i s t  are neN words  i n  

o u r  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  -de h a v e  managed t o  e x p a n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

m e a n i n g  o f  c h a u v i n i s m .  Wi th  p e r s e v e r a n c e  de  c a n  c o n t i n u e  

t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  l a n g u a g e .  F o r  s u r e l y ,  l a n g u a g e  b o t h  
19 

r e f i e c t s  change  i n  a t t i t u d e  a n d  b e h a v i o r  a n d  i n f l u e n c e s  

t h e s e  c h a n g e s .  ( 1 6 )  
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(A- 
b e l i e f s  a n d  a t t i t ~ d e s .  Through  t h i s  p o i e r  

c a n  c d n t r ? i  o u r  c e - a v i o r .  They c a n  i g n o r e ,  d i s c r e d i t  o r  

' d e v a l u e  .domen a n d  o u r  a c c o m p l ~ s h m e n t s .  We h a v e  l i m i t e d  

a c c e s s  t o  money,  p o s i t i o n s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  

o ~ p o r ~ u n i t i e s .  Xe a r e  a l s o  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  p o d e r  a f  b r u t e  
Bc 
" 7 

f o r c e .  Rape c a n  b e  c c n s i d e r e d  3 f o r m  o f  social c o n t r o l  

f o r  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  is s e r v e s  to r e s t r i c t  o u r  m o b i l i t y .  (18)  



Men r e n d e r  u s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  

t h e n  s p e a k  of u s  a s  s o  b o r n .  

Fanny Burney 

The W a n d e r e r  

I t  n i g h t  b e  t a k e n  as   roof 

cf t h e  f e r t i l i t y  o f  t h e  human mind 

t h a t ,  g i v e n -  s o  l i t t l e  s e x u a l  
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Th3re  i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o v t r o v e r s y  a b o u t  s e x  r o l e  = 

d i f f e r e n c e s .  Clpinions and t h e o r i e s  abound ,  f a c t s  and  

. p r o o f  do n o t .  The d i s c u s s i o n s  c e n t r e  i n  two i s s u e & ;  
P 

w h e t h e r  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  i n h e r e n t  o r  c u l t u r a l l y  

d e f i n e d ,  and t h e o r i e s  o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  

, The a s s i g n m e n t  o f  r o l e  b e h a v i o r  is  one o f  t h e  main ways 
I 2 4 

af k e e p i n g  u s  i n ' o u r  p l a c e .  J u s t  a s  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  c a t e g o r i e s  

d i s c l ~ s s e d  e a r l i e r  a r e  a r b i t r a r y  and  v a r y  f rom one  c u l t u r e  

t o  a n o t h e r ,  c r o s s '  c u l t u r a l  r e s e a r c h  s u g g e s t s  e a c h  s o c i e t y  

a r b i t r a r i l y  a s s i g n s  s e x  r o l e s .  (19) Qf c o u r s e ,  i n  a l l  

s o c i e t i e s  domen b e a r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and  i n  most  s o c i e t i e s  

n u r s e  them. Thus xornen t e n d  t o  e x h i b i t  f e m i n i n e  k i n d s  o f  
- 

b e h a v i o r .  Hodever ,  i n  some s o c i e t i e s  men a l s o  behave  i n  

a h a t  we c o n s i d e r  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  f e m i n i n e  ways.  M a r g a r e t  
1 .  

~ e a d l s  c l a s s i c  s t u d i e s  on t h e  male  and f e m a l e  i n  New Guinea 

p r o v i d e  some o f  t h i s  e v i d e n c e .  The Tchambul i  s o c i e t y  

e x h i b i t e d  s e x  r o l e s  c o n t r a r y  t o  o u r s .  The Nomen were  dominan t ,  

t h e  men e m o t i o n a l l y  d e p e n d e n t .  I n  t h e  Arapesh  s o c i e t y  b o t h  

men and  women were  c o - o p e r a t i v e ,  u n a g g r e s s i v e  and  r e s p o n s i v e  

t o  t h e  needs  o f  o t h e r s  w h i l e  among t h e  Munduigumor b o t h  t h e  

men and  women were  a g g r e s s i v e ,  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  and  u n r e s p o n s i v e .  



What a r e  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s  o f  " f e m i n i n e  ways" i n  o u r  s o c i e t y ?  

Women s h o u l d  be p a s s i v e ,  d e p e n d e n t ,  n o n - c o m p e t i t i v e ,  

s e n s i t i v e ,  c o n f o r m i n g ,  t i m i d ,  ~ e a k ,  s u b m i s s i v e ,  i r r a t i o n a l ,  

c o m p l i a n t ,  f r i v o l o u s ,  n u r t u r a n t  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e ,  f o r  a s t a r t .  
- 

As r e c e n t l y  a s  1 9 7 0  I n g e  B m v e r m a n  e t  a l .  f o u n d  b o t h  - 
,i 

f e m a l e  and  m a l e  t h e r a p i s t s  h e l d  t h e s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e  

e x p e c t a t i o n s .  Given  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  o f  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  

t u e n t y  two b i p o l a r  i t e m s ,  t h e  t h e r a p i s t s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  

c h e c k  t h e  i t e m s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  h e a l t h y  f e m a l e ,  h e a l t h y  male 

o r  h e a l t h y  a d u l t s  ( s e x  u n s p e c i f i e d ) .  The r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  

a  h i g h  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o n c e p t s  of  h e a l t h y  male  

a n d  h e a l t h y  a d u l t . '  The c o n c e p t s  o f  h e a l t h y  f e m a l 6  a n d  

h e a l t h y  a d u l t  d i d  n o t  a g r e e .  What w e  s t i l l  d o  n o t  knod 

i s  t h e  e x a c t  r e l a - t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  s u c h  s t e r e o t y p e s  a n d  be- 

h a v i o r .  E u t  i t  s e e m s  r e a s o n a b l e .  t o  a ssume t h a t  " e x i s t 5 n g  

s e x - r o l e  s t a n d a r d s  e x e r t  r e a l  p r e s s u r e  o n  i n d i v i d u a l s  

t o  behave  i n  p r e s c r i b e d  ways". ( 2 1 )  
., 

T h e s e  s t e r e o t y p e s  a r e  ~ e r ~ e t u 5 t e d  i n  b o o k s ,  m a g a z i n e s ,  ' 

f i l m s  a n d  on t e l e v i s i o n .  ( 2 2 )  - A  1974 O n t a r i o  s t u d y  o f  - 

t e l e v i s i o n  programming coded  shows i n  r e g a r d  t o  c o n t e n t  
- - 

a n d  s e x  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n s  o f ' t h e  c e n t r a l  c h a r a c t e r s . ,  t h e  
, : I  

men o u t n u m b e r e d  t h e  women 3 : l  a n d  showed up m a i n l y  i n  

a u t h o r i t a t i v e  r o l e s  - t h e  e x p e r t s .  Women a p p e a r e d  m a i n l y  



1 

J 
a s  h o u s e ~ i v e s  and  m o t h e r s  and were  r a r e l y  shown i n  work 

o r i e n t e d  o r  c - o g n i t i v e  r o l e s .  Recen t  r e s e a r c h  on s e x  

s t e r e o t y p e s  i n  t e l e v i s i o n  commerc i a l s  p roduced  t h e  f o l l o ~ i n g  

r e s u l t s :  1.. I n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  commerc i a l s  men were t h e  

a n n o u n c i n g  o r  a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e s .  2 .  Women were  u s u a l l y  

p o r t r a y e d  a s  consumer s .  3 .  Female c h a r a c t e r s  Mere l e s s  

l i k e l y  t o  p o s s e s s  e x p e r t i s e  Dr t o  be knowledgeab l e .  

4 .  F i f t y - o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  women were  i d e n t i f i e d  2n 

t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  w h i l e  o n l y  

t h i r t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  men were s o  i d e n t i f i e d ,  5.  Only 

e l e v e n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e s  i n  o c c u p a t i c n a l  

s e t t i n g s  were Nomen. (23) 

,If b i o l o g y  is n o t  d e s t i n y  w e  need  t o  c o n s i d e r  what  s o c i a l  

p u s p o s e s  s u c h  s t e r e o t y p e s  s e r v e :  I n  v iew o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

d i s c u s s i o n  on  communication^ and  c o n t r o l ,  I would s u g g e s t  
I ,  

t h e s e  r o l e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f u n c t i o n  i n  t.wo ways :  1. t o  

i n c a p a c i t a t e  siomen, f o r  i f  3 woman b e h a v e s  i n  a  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

? f e m a l e T  way s h e  i s  i n c a p a b l e  o f  f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  p o s i t i o n s  

o f  power and  i n f l u e n c e  and  2 .  t o  k e e p  u s  i n  our-  p l a c e ,  

f o r  i f  we a c t  ' f e m i n i n e t  we 'do  n o t  q u e s t i o n  o r  a t t  mpt x% 
t o  change  o u r  s u b s e r v i e n t  p o s i t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y .  So %e 

more f e m i n i n e  o u r  b e h a v i o r ,  t h e  more-remaved we a r e  f rom 
k 

t h e  c e n t r e  o f  s o c i e t y .  A t  l e a s t  two & r i t e r s ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  



t h e g e  ' f e m i n i n e  q u a l i t i e s ,  h a v e  drawn a p a r a l l e l  r i t h  

o t h e r  v i c t i m i z e d ,  c p ~ r e s s e d  g r o u p s .  ( 2 4 )  

4 

G r a n t e d ,  s e x  r o l e  s t e r e o t y p i n g  a l s o  d e f i n e s  men 's  r o l e s .  
- 

/--- 

R u t  35 Janeway s a y ,  

h . "For  t h e  s e x  w i c f :  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  s u p e r i o r  i t s  - 
o r d a i n e d  r o l e  b e s t o m  a p r i v i l e g e d  s t a t u s .  

The i n f e r i o r  s e x  knows t h a t  it d i l l  a l w a y s  be  

l i m i t e d  by t h e  r o l e  a s s i g n e d  t o  i t .  M a s c u l i n i t y  

c h a l l e n g e s  men - w h i c h  i s n ' t  a l w a y s  p l e a s a n t .  

L i v i n g  u p  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  m a l e n e s s  

c a n  s o m e t i a e s  be a b o r e  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  2 burder i .  

I t  d o e s  n o t  h o d e v e r ,  impose . ,%the s o r t  o f  h i n d r a n c e  

and  r e s t r i c 5 i o . n  t h a t  f e m i n i t y  demands o f  domen - 

t h e  f e n c e  a r o u n d   omen's p l a c e  is more a p p a r e n t  

t o  t h c s e  l i , v i n g  i n s i d e  i t  t h a n  t o  t h o s e  o u 3 s i d e  - -  -- -7 





1. Rod >!e u s e  l a n g ~ a g e  --___ 
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,' 
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I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  p o s i t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y  ' ~ e  women a r e  n o t  k, 
p e r m i t t e d  and  i n d e e d  r e l u c t a n t  t o  u se  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  same 

,day a s  man, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n   here men 

a r e  p r e s e n t .  T h i s  is n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  i n  l i g h t  ~f t h e  c u l t u r a l  

e x p e c t a t i o n s  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r .  . Our l anguage  h a s  been  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  l a c k i n g  a s s e r t i v e n e s s ,  i n d i c z t i n g  h e s i t a n c y  

and i n d e c i s i o n  - i n  a  x o r d ,  t h e  l anguage  o f  s u b m i s s i o n .  

; e s p e r s e n  r e f l e c t e d  on t h e  . n a t u r e  o f ' o u r  l anguage  f i f t y  

y e a r s  a g o ,  b u t  t h e  m a , j o r i t y  @ t h e  l i t e r a t u r e - ,  - ~ h i c h  is 
- 0 ~ -  

s p e c u l a t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  e m p i r i c a l ,  h a s  been  w r i t t e n  s i n c e  

197G. Thi s  l i t e r a t u r e  r e f e r s  p r i m a r i l y  t o  o r a l  l anguage  . 
p a t t e r n s .  (26) 

a .  Vocabulary  

: e s p e r s e n  c l a i m e d  o u r  v o c a b u l a r y  was n o t  a s  e x t e n s i v e  a s  

rqnn f s  .. - - -  v o c a b u l a r y .  Horiever, i a k o f f  and Key c o n s i d e r  we have 
, . 

in e x t e n s i v e  v o c a b u l a r y  i n  - c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  o u r  p a r t i c u l a r  

? - *:fe i n - e r e s t  and  r o l e s  - t h a t  i s ,  t h e  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  s e x i n g ,  

c o o k i n g ,  c h i l d  b e a r i n g  and  r a i s i n g ,  and  a n  e l a b o r a t e  s e t  

35 c o l o u r  words.  Key p o i n t s  o u t  a s  r o l e s  change and o v e r l a p  
- 

5 h e  v o c n t u i a r y  .?onains becone l e s s  s e x - s p e c i f i e d  o r  

t n e  c x t e n t  t o . w h i c h  we w i l l  be a b l e  



t o  change  o u r  r o l e s  i s  a  moot p o i n t .  ( s e e  P a r t  f i v e ,  

h e v e r b e r a  t i c n s  ) 

Two ~ i e c e s  o f  r e s e a r c h  a r e  r e l e v a n t  h e r e :  I n  1 9 7 0 ,  Hoyt J 

G i l l e y  and C o l l i e r  Summers s t u d i e d  s e x  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

t h e  u s e  o f  h o s t i l e  v e r b s .  S u b j e c t s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  make up 

s e n t e n c e s  f r o m ' a  g i v e n  noun and  a  g i v e n  v e r b .  T ~ e n t y  

T n e u t r a l ?  and t N e n t y  T h o s t i l e ?  v e r b s  were  g i v e n .  The r e s u l t s  
30 

s h c 7 ~ e d  rnec u sed  h o s t i l e  v e r b s  w i t h  a  g r e a t e i  a v e r a g e  f r e -  

q a e n c y  t h e n  iromar. The a u t h o r s  c o n c l u d e  men a r e  * l e s s  

i r h i b i r e d  i n  e x p r e s s i n g  h o s t i l i t y !  

I:: 1 9 7 4 ,  T e r e s a  ' e r n a r d e z - E o n s a t t i ,  a  p s y c h i a t r i s t  , ' 
r e p o r t e d  on f o m  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  f e m i n i s t  and  non- 

f e m i n i s t  women, aged  f rom e i g h t e e n  t o  f o r t y - f i v e ,  f rom 

m i r e d  soc io -economic  and e d u c a t i o n a l  backg rounds .  Her 

ocser- ati ions o f  'ns i n i t i a l  two o r  t h r e e  i n t e r v i e d s  w i t h  

:t-ese p a t i e n t s  x e r e  t h a t  n o n - f e m i n i s t s  Here c o m p l i a n t ,  

s ; ; n i s s ive  and u r a s s e r t i v e ,  a n d  t e n d e d  t o  s p e a k  of p e r s o n a l  

i r e d e q - i a c y ,  d e f i n i n g  : h ~ m s e l v e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  o t h e r s  and 

r a r s l y  ~ ~ i n g  '1'. The f e m i n i s t s ,  who had  a l l  a t t e n d e d  - 
c a r s c i o i s c e s s  r a i s i n g  g r o u p s ,   ere more a c t i v e ,  i n q u i s i t i v e ,  

l e s s  s . ; b ~ i s s i ~ e  and ? o m p l i a n r .  T h e i r  s e i f d e f i n i t i o n s  

i i e r e  a o r e  axtonor,o. is  :?an the s o n - f e m i n i s t s .  The a u t h o r  

~ p m n  - - . . - i ' A d a i  'tat " f s s i n i s t s  a r e  h e a l t h i e r  p e r s s n s  a l t h o u g h  







s i x  months  a g o ,  and  h a v i n g  r e c . o g n i z e d  some o f  t h e s e  p a t t e r n s  

i n  my o x r  s p e e c 5  I a t t e m p t e d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  a t  1 - e a s t  c u r t a i l  

t,hem. S h o r t l y  a f t e r d a r d s  I & a s  c a l l e d  f o r  a n  i n t e r v i e d  

f o r  a n  a d m i n i s t r s t i v ' e  p o s i t i o n  i n  V a n c c u v e r .  D u r i n g  t h e  

i n t e r v i e w  I made a c o n s c i o u s  e f f o r t  t o  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a v o i d  

?he u s e  o f  h e d g e s  and q u a l i f i e r s .  L a t e r  I was t o l d  I 

w a s . t h e  mos t  a s s e r t i v e  o f  t h e  women i n t e r v i e d e d .  ( H o ~ e v e r  

a  man g o t  t h e  j o b . )  E a r l y  t h i s  f a l l  I p r e s e n t e d  a p a p e r  

on women's c o m n u n i c a t i o n  s t y l e s  t d  t h e  Women S t u d i e s  c o n -  

f e r e n c e  i n  Vancouver .  D u r i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h e  women 

i n d p c a t e d  t h e y  r e c o g n i z e d  many of t h e s e  p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e i r  

own l a n g u a g e .  I n f o r m a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  
e-: 

f r i e n d s  a l s o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  

Tuo r e s e a r c h e r s  have  l o o k e d  a t  s t e r e o t y p e s  o f  w omen's 

spee-ch.  S i e g l e r  a n d  S i e g l e r  t e s t e d  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  

s t r 0 ~ ~ 1 ~  a s s e r t i G F  f o r m s  would  be a t t r i b u t e d  more o f t e n  

t o  m a l e s  a n d  l e s s  a s s e r t i v e  f o r m s  t o  f e m a l e s ,  a n d  t h a t  

s y n t a d t i c  f o r m s  a s s o c i a t e d  ~ i t h  m a l e s  d o u l d  be  r a t e d  more 

i n t e l l i g e n t  t h a n  t h o s e  a s s o c i a t e d  d t h  f e m a l e s .  The 

r e s u l t s  were  c o n s i s t e n t  d i t h  b o t h  p r e d i c t i o n s .  C o n s i d e r i n g  
r t h i s  r e s e a r c h  & a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  1 9 7 6  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  d i s a p p o i n t -  

i n g .  The a u t h o r s  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  r e c e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  c h a n g e s  i 
I 

i n  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  Nomen may h a v e  been  more a  f u n c t i o n  o f  i 



c h q n g e s  i n  s o c i a l  d e s i r a b i l i  

p r e j u d i c e s  t h a n  o f  c h a n g e s  i n  a t t i t u d e s .  

g <ant i - f e m i n i s t  

. . 
.I' 

fn 1973 Kramer  a n a l y z e d  c a r t o o n s  i n  t h e  N e w  Y o r k e r .  

F e n a l e  a n d  m a i e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  . ,asked t o  i n d i c a t e  v ~ h e t h e r  l 

t h e  c a p t i o n s  & e r e  s p o k e n  by a  doman o r  a man. She  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t ,  f o r  mos t  o f  t h e  c a p t i o n s  t h e r e  Mas a  c l e a r  c o n s e n s u s  / 
2 

t h a t  t h e  s p e a k e r  i n  t h e  c a r t o o n  das o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r , d  
-- / 

N e x t G s h e  c h o s e  c a r t o o n s  frcm P l a y b o y ,  C o s m o p o l i t a n  a n d  

~ e d i e s  Home G o u r n a l .  The c a p t i o n s  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  f o u r  g r o u p s  

o f  s t u d e n t s ,  . ~ h o  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  s e x  o f  t h e  
' .  

s p e a k e r .  I n  t h i s  s t u d y  a l s o ,  t h e - s e x  o f  i h e  s p e a k e r  was 

o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e .  Kramer c o n c l u d e s  t h e  c a r t o o n s  

a r e  e x a g g e r a t e d  r e f l e c t i o n s  a n d  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  o f  t h e  s e x  

r o l e  s t e r e o t y p e s  f o u n d  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .  (30) 

L 

c .  T a l k  L i k e  a Lady 

Xe a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  more  p o l i t e  and  more  c a r e f u l  i n  o u r  

s p e e c h .  C o a r s e  l a n & a g e  a n d  s w e a r i n g  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  p e r o g a t i v e s  

o f  m a l e s ,  i n  some s e c t o r s  of  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o c i e t y ,  

w o r n e ~  a r e  e x p l e t i v e s .  I n  t h e  ma in  w e  a r e  

s ~ i l l  c r i L i c i z e d  a n d  e v e n  p e n a l i z e d  f o r  t h i s  b e h a v i o r .  

I n  1574 t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  o f  N ~ N  J e r s e y  u p h e l d  t h e  d i s m i s s a l  



'I 

o f  a  ' e a c h e r  f o r  " a b u s i v e  r h e t o r i c " ,  " u n l a d y l i k e  u n f e m i n i n e  

I s r , g u a g e "  s h e  u s e d  i n  a  s p e e c h  a s  head  o f  t h e  l o c a l  

t e a c h e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n .  h e  o f  t h e  more t r a g i c  a c c o u n t s  o f  

t h i s  is f r o m  t h e  t r i a l  o f 9 e z  G a r c i a .  "A vromanTs u s e ' o f  ' 
'1 

t h e  ~ r o r d , f u c k , ~ d a s  a  f a c t o r  i n  c o n v i c t i n g  h e r  o f  m u r d e r  i n  

t h e  k i l l i n g  gf a  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  pa'ugd man, vrho s h e  t e s t i f i e d  

had  h e l p e d  h i s  companion r a p e  h e r .  I n  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  p r e s s  

c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e  t r i a l  much a t c e n t i o n  & a s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  3 5 

d e f e n d e n t T s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  a  demure  h f e  

a n d  m o t h e r  ~ h o  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  known t o  u s e  s t r o n g  l a n g u a g e  - 

a  d e v o u t  C a t h o l i c  ~ h o  had b e e n  t o o  ashamed a t  f i r s t  t o  t e l l  

a n y o n e  e x c e p t  h e r  p r i e s t  t h e m r e a s o n  ~ h y  s h e  had k i l l e d  - t o  

z Noman who c o u l d  s h o u t  f r o m  t h e  d i t n e s s  s t a n d ,  p o u n d i n g  

h e r  f i s t s  o n  t h e  j u d g e ' s  b e n c h ,  "1 k i l l e d  t h e  m o t h e r f u c k e r  

b e c a u s e  I was raped!"  I n  a  g r u e l l i n g  c r o s s  e x a m i n a t i o n  

s h e  t e s t i f i e d  d i t h  t e a r s  s t r e a m i n g  down h e r  f a c e  a s  t h e  

p r o s e c u t o r  made h e r  dr5w a  d i a g r a m  o f  t h e  r a p e  s c e n e  and  

d e s c r i b e  how s h e  was f o r c e d  t a  u n d r e s s  b y  h e r  a t t a e k e r s .  

"Then what happened?"  t h e  p r o s e c u t o r  a s k e d ,  y'You  ant me 

t o  t e l l  you?"  "Yesll "He f u c k e d  me!" G a r c i a  s c r e a m e d .  

3ome months  l a t e r  a  u n i v e r s i t y  l e c t u r e r  i n  c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g ,  

comment ing on t h e  c a s e  i n  9 n a t i o n a l  m a g a z i n e ,  s a i d  " t h e  

d e f e n c e ' o f  j u s t i f i a b l e  h o m i c i d e  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  s h o c k  a n d  

r a g e  x a s  gnderrnined by  Miss G a r c i a ' s  f o u l  mouthed p e r f o r m a n c e  

o r  t h e  s t a n d  a n d  h e r  p l a y i n g  t o  t h e  f e m i n i s t  g a l l e r y  a s  



d e l l  a s  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  k i l l i n g  t o o k  p i a c e  s e v e n t e e n  

rn inuces  a f t e r  t h e  3.l ioge-l  r a r e  o c c u r r e d . l l  ? E v e n  i f  t h e  - 

lecturer i s  p r e s . ; r n ~ t : ~ > i l s  i n  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  c o a r s e  

l a n ~ u a g e  helped c s n v i c t  t h i s  xoman,.I f i n d  h i s  zcmments 

d i s 7 , v r b i n g  e ~ ~ i d e n c e  o f  t n e  u n d e r l y i n g  a t t i t u d e s .  (31) 

;ome r e s e 3 r z h  has b e e n  d o n e  dn  s t a n d a r d  s n d  non s t a n d a r d  

E n g l i s h .  It  i n f e r s  de nornen a s p i r e  t o  r e p l j c a t e  t h e  K i n g ' s  

Er - ig l i sh ,  a n d  t h a t  mln f e e l  f r e e r  t o  d i g r e s s .  I n  2 

z o a a e r c i a l  f o r  c i g a r e t t e s  a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o  t h e  man s a i d  
C 

" W i n s t o n s  t a s t e  good  l i k e  a c i g a r e t t e  s h o u l d t 1 .  H i s  f e m a l e  

c c a p a n i o n  c o r r e c t e d  h i s  grammar .  S h u y ,  Wolfram a n d  R i l e y  

s s u d i e d  t h e  s p e e c h  o f  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  D e t r o i t  r e s i d e n t s ,  

s e l e c t e d  a t  random.. M u l t i p l e  n e g a t i o n s  ( d o ~ b l e  n e g a t i v e s )  

a n d  p r o n o m i n a l  a p p o s i t i o n  (my s i s t e r ,  s h e )  g e r e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  

f o r  t h e i r  f r e q i ~ e n c y  a n d  u s e .  Woinen were  more s e n s i t i v e  

t o  t h e s e  f o r m s  a n d  were  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  u s e  them.  Labov 

c o n d u c t e d  s s i m i l a r  s t u d y  i n  Mew York a n d  a l s o  f o u n d  

women h a d  a  s t r o n g e r  t e n d e n c y  t o  c o r r e c t  s p e e c h .  T r u d g i l l  

s t u d i e d  u r b s n  s p e e c h  i n  N o r w i c h ,  E n g l a n d  a n d  f o u n d  t h e  

same sex d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .  T r u d g i l l  s u g g e s t s  one  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  

t h a t  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  p o s i t i o n  o f  women makes it more 
9 

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  u s  t o  s e c u r e  o l n  s o c i a l  s t 3 t u s .  ( 3 2 )  



2 .  I n t e r a c t i 3 n  s t y l e  T 

Fr?m t h e  e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  t h u s  f a r  we c a n  s p e c u l a t e  on 

t h e  t y p i c 2 1  f e n a l e  b e h a v i o r  i n  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  

Remember t h e  s t e r e ~ t y p e s  o f  o u r  b e h a v i o r  i n v o l v e  s u b m i s s i o n ,  

c o m p l i a n c e ,  p a s s i v i t y ,  c o n c e r n  f o r  o t h e r s  d c n u r t u r a n c e  jlrhen 

' c o r s i d e r i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h  t h a k  f o l l o w s .  A f t e r  a n  e x t e n s i v e  

a n d  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  i n t r o d u c t i o n  W i l l i a m  B u c k l e y  t u r n e d  t o  

h i s  g u e s t ,  C l s r e  S o o t h  L u c e ,  a n d  s a i d  "I s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  

b e g i n  by a s k i n g  h e r  w h e t h e r  s h e  f i n d s  i m p l i c i t  c o n d e s c e n s i o n  

i n  t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  f o r m u l a t i o n s  ~ i t h  w h i c h  men t e n d  t o  i n t r o -  

d u c e  h e r .  Mrs. Luce r e p l i e d  " B i l l ,  I t h a n k  you  f o r  t h a t  

darm and  e x t r a  o r d i n a r i l y  f r i e n d l y  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  Y o u ' l l  --*I 

b e  p l e a s e d  t o  knod t h a t  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  d h i c h  

was f l a t t e r i n g  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t ,  t h e r e  was o n l y  o n e  m a s c u l i n e  

p u t - d o m .  T h i s  i s  a  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t  f o r  a man 

i n t r o d u c i n g  a Momarr. You s p o k e  o f  h e r  i n a b i l i t y  o n  o c c a s i o n s ,  
- 

t o  h o l d  h e r  t o n g u e .  Nod, had you b e e n  s p e a k i n g  of a man 

~ h o  s p o k e  o u t  a n d  made e n e m i e s  f o r  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  

: d h e t h e r  h e  was s p e a k i n g  o u t  s t u p i d l y ,  r i g h t l y  o r  d r o n g l y ,  

yo11 would hatre s a i d ,  " H e  i s  - b l u n t ,  h e  makes e n e m i e s  by 

w h a t  he  s a y s .  He i s  o v e r l y -  c a r l d i d u .  You m i g h t  h a v e  u s e d  

many p h r a s e s . ,  B u t  t h e  p f i r a s e  " h o l d  h e r  t o n g u e "  is  a p h r a s e  
i 

t h a t  men f r e q u e n t l y  u s e  a b o u t  c h i l d r e n  -and women... 1 t " c o m e s  



ou: o f  man's  d e s i r e ,  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u i ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  

c e n t u r i e s  t o  m a s t e r  women. 3ne  o f  t h e  f irst  t h i n g s  

c h i l d r e n  and women a r e  t a u g h t  t o  dd is t o  h o l d  t h e i r  t 0 n g u e s . b  

C o n t r a r y  t o  c o n t e m p o r a r y  f o l k l o r e  .we t a l k  l e s s  t h a n  men 

i n  mixed i n t e r a c t i o n .  Wood c o n d u c t e d  a s t u d 5  i n  1 9 6 6 : ~  
: 

u s i n c  p h o t o g r a p h s  t o  e l i c i t  s p o n t a n e o u s  s p e e c h .  She 

f o u n d  men t e n d e d  t o  u s e  more words  p e r  u t t e r a n c e .  S w a c k e r ,  

ir 1975" r e p l i c a t e d  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s .  S t r o d t b e c k  r e p o r t e d  38 

i n  1951 t h a t  i n  h i s  s t u d y  o f  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  men t a l k e d  
, 

more t h a n  domen. I n  1957  i n  h i s  s t u d y  o f  mqck j u r y  

d e l i b e r a t i o n s  h e  r e p o r t e d  s i m i l a r  f i n d i n g s .  S o s k i n  a n d  

J o h n  11963)  s t u d i e d  t h e  t a l k  o f  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  a n d  r e p o r t e d  

f i n d i n g  t h e  h u s b a n d  t a l k e d  morb a n d  p r o d u c e d  l o n g e r  u n i t s  

o f  s p e e c h .  A r g y l e  e t  a l .  c o n d u c t e d  a s t u d y  o f  d y a d s  i n  

1 9 6 8 ,  a l s o  r e p o r t i n g  men s p o k e  more t h a n  iomen .  Hi r schman ,  

o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  1973  a n d  1 9 7 4  c o u l d  n o t  d u p l i c a t e  

t h e s e  f i n d i n g s .  3 3  She d i d  f i n d  c o n v e r s ~ a t i o n s  were  

longeel' when s t  l e a s t  o n e  f e m a l e  was p r e s e n t  a n d  s u g g e s t s  

domen do m a i n t a i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  We t e n d  t o  a s k  f o r  

s u g p e s t ~ o n s ,  o p i n i o n s  o r  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  f e e l i n g s  - a n d  

o f t e n  e l i c i t  i n s t r u m e n t a l  t a l k  f r o m  t h e  men - g i v i n g  i n f o r m a -  

t i o n  ( o f t e n  i n  2. p a t r o n i z i n g  d a y ) .  Mary R i t c h i e  Key s a y s  
9 

"Men a r e  f o r e v e r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h i n g s  t o  women. We a r e  
%+ 

e x p e c t e d  t o  be  r e s p o n d e n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n i t i a t o r s ,  t o  be 



more conce rned  w i t h  f e e l i n g ,  p o s i t i v e .  o r  n e g a t i v e .  T h i s  

was con f i rmed  by S o s k i n  and  John and  S t r o d t b e c k  - much o f  

domen's t a l k  i n v o l v e d  a g r e e i n g ,  comply ing  and  p a s s i v e l y  

a c c e p t i n g .  Drag and  ;haw found  f e m a l e s  more e f f e c t i v e  i n  

c o n v e y i n g  b o t h  n e g a t i v e  a n d  p o s i t i v e  e m o t i o n s .  Z a i d e l  and  

Mehrab ian  found f e m a l e s  more e f f e c t i v e l y  conveyed  n e g a t i v e  

e m o t i o n s ,  men-more e f f e c t i v e l y  conveyed p o s i t i v e  e m o t i o n s  

and  f e m a l e s  ivere b e t t e r  a t  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  e m o t i o n s  o f  

o t h e r s .  
1 

Men i v t e r r u p t  more f r e q x e n t l y  t h a n  w e  do a c c o r d i n g  t o  

Wood and  t o  Argy l e  e t  a l .  We have  t r q u b l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  

c o n t r o l  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  Zirnrnerman ahd West i n v e s t i g a t e d  

-, two p a r t y  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  dhich had been  r e c o r d e d  ir: p u b l i c  

T F I ~ C R F .  ~n male-fern3le  i n t e r a c t i o n s  l l v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  

i r t e r r u p t i o n s  and  o v e l a p s  (98% and 100%)  a r e  by male  - 

s p e a k e r s " .  And, i n t e e s t i n g l y ,  none o f  t h e  ?tomen a c t i v e l y  

r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  i n t e r r u p , t i o n s .  We have t r o u b l e  main t ' a in -  

i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  C h e s l e r  s a y s  "Even c o n t r o l  

o f  a  s i m p l e - b u t - s e r i o u s - c o n v e r s a t i o n  is  u s u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  

f o r  mosr, w-ives 'hhen s e v e r a l  men, i - n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ,  

a r e  p r e s e n t . .  .women t a l k  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  o r  t h e y  l i s t e n  

s i l e n t l y  x h i l e  t h e  men t a l k .  Very r a r e l y ,  i f  e v e r ,  do  

men l i s t e n  s i l e n t l y  50  a  g r o u p  o f  women t a l k i n g .  Even 
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is  needed  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  (36) 
* 

3 .  N o n v e r b a l  Communicat ion G9 
'4. .? -- 

1 

?donverba l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  is a  m a j o r  component  o f  s o c i a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n .  I n  f a c ' t ,  B i r d w h i s t l e  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

t u o  t h i r d s  oY' t h e  s c c i a l  m e a n i n g  o f  a t ~ o  p,, ~ ~ s o n  

i n t , e r a c t , i o n  i s  conveyed  i n  t h i s  mode. A s  a d d t s  ive k n o ~ ,  

a n d  lJse I , h e  c o d e  o f  n o n v e r b a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  Y e t ,  s o  s u b t l e ,  

was tkle l e a r n i n g  , o f  t h i s  c o d e  t h e r e  a r e  few o f  u s  who c o u l d  i 
r e c a l l  f r o m  olAr y o v t h  more t h a n  a  f e w  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h e  

l e a r n i n k  p r o c e s s .  A s  w i t h  t h e  modes o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

d e s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r  d i f f e r s n c e s  i n  n o n v e r b a l  commlmica t ion  
I 

c a n  b e 9 a n a l y z e d  i n  : e m s  o f  g e n d e r .  ' The i s s u e s  o f  power ,  - 

o f  dominance  a n d  s u b m i s s i o n  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  

I n i t i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  r e p o r t e d  men 's  n o n v e r b a l  b e h a v i o r  

c o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  h i g h e r  s t a t u s  w h e r e a s  

' ' x o i e n l s  n o n v e r b a l  b e h a v i o r  -&as c o n s i d e r e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  

warmth a n d  e x p r e s s i v e n e s s .  3 n l y  r e c e n t l y  h a v e  r e s e a r c h e r s  

b e e n  x i l l i n g  t o   vie^  omen's c o m m u n i c a t i v e  b e h a v i o r  a s  

a p p r o ~ r i a t e  f o r  t h o s e  deemed i n f e r i o r .  Charm h a s  b e e n  

d e f i n e d  as n o t h i n g  more t h a n  a  s e r i e s  o f  g e s t u r e s  i n d i c a t i n g  

s u b m i s s i o n .  ( 3 7 )  

R e s e a r c h  x i t h  p r i m a t e s  s h o ~ s  t h e  d o m i n a n t  members ( u s u a l l y  



mkle )  seems t o  have  more p e r s o n a l  s p a c e  and  t e r r i t o r y .  T h i s  

a p p e a r s  t be t r u e  i n  human g r o u p s  a l s o .  I n  o u r  env i ronmen t  0 <, 

men a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  h a t e  p e r s o n a l  s p a c e s  o r  t e r r i t o r i e s  

~ h i c h  a r e  b o t h  l a r g e r  and more i n a c c e s s i b l e  t h a n  domen's 

~ ~ 9 9 ~ 6 s .  Fo r  - i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  d e n  i n  t h e  home and t h e  o f f i c e  - 
f ,  

i n  t h e  nrorkpl ice  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be i n v a d e d  b y  u s  t h a n  @ 
a s p a c e  Ne may d e f i n e .  Txo women r e c e n t l y  i n t e r v i e w e d  on 

C R C  r a d i o  Mere d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  prob lems  o f  s e t t i n g  u ~  a 

b u s i n e s s  i n  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s .  Apa r t  f rom t h e  
. i 

d i f f i c u l t y  

3f n s t ' a b l i s h i n g  a  r o s t e r  o f  a i e n t s ,  t h e y  were de l l tged  w i t h  - 
b u s i n e s s  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  

> 
( m a i n l y  men) d r o p p i n g  i n  f o r  c o f f e e  

and s t a y i n g  t o  c h a t  f o r  a n  h o u r  o r  two. TR? women p o i n t e d  . . . .  
- h 

o u t  i n  h e  i n t e r v i e w  t h a t  t h e s e  i n t r u d e r s  would n o t  have 

c o n d u c t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  same manner w i t h  o t h e r  male  

b u s i n e s s  a c q u a i n t a n c e s .  The, s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  male b o s s e s  - 
i n v a d i n g  t h e  s p a c e  o f  t h e i r  f e m a l e .  ernglo$&es i s  %ily 

-** - 
o c s e r v a b l e ,  a s  i s  t h e  r e v e r s e  s i t u a t i o n  - t h e  h t i c e n c k  o f  

- ,  

t h e  domen t o  i n v a d e  t h e  man's s p a c e .  ( 3 8 )  

c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p e r s o n a l  s p a c e  t h a t  i s  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  

t h e  body,  r e s e a r c h e r s - h a ~ e  f o u n d  Nomen a l l o d  o t h e r s  t o  be 

c l o s e r  t o  them t h a n  men do.  Y e t ,  when g i v e n  t h e  c p p o r t u n i t y ,  * 

- 

:he f e m a l e  s u t , j e c t s  d i i  n o t  rsci$-;.pcate t h e  b e h a v i o r .  

- - 

.;ich c a n  be c o n s i d e r e 3  a n  i n v a s i o n  o f  o u r . p e A o n a l  s p a c e .  

7- L am r o t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  :ouch f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  e x p r e s s i n g  



- -- - -  

-- a 

s e x ~ i a i  ~ i T € e n t Q ~ l n t i m a c y ,  a l t h o u g h  women's t o u c h  i s  o f t e n  

n i s i n t e r ~ r e t e d  t o  mean t h a t .  & i n v i t e d  t o u c h i n g  c a n  be 

considered y e t  a r o % k e r  r e m i n d e r  o f  o u r  l ower  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n .  

Kenley T 7 c o l l e c t e d  d 2 t a  on incidents o f  Fouching  i n  p u b l i c  
, LC 

an? r e p o r i e d  men t ~ u c h e d  Nomen t w i c e  a s  o f t e n  a s  wome 9 " 

Eody F o s t h e s  t ~ h i c h  a r e  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  domain 3f domen 
* '* 

r e f l e c t  t h e  l i m i t e d  p e r s o n a l  s p a c e .  We h o l d  o u r s e l v e s  i n ,  
* 

f 
. . .roeF l*gs together, hoib  arms to,our stdes-, f o i d  o u r s e l v e s  - 

Y F  i ~ t c  n e a t ,  t i g h t  p i c k a g e s .  Not o n l y  d i d  g e n e r a t i o n s -  
# 

zf clb:hes d e s i g e r s  hokb le  and  ~ o n f i n e ~ u s ,  Jlre do it t o  

oTi rze lves .  & r g e  F i e r c y  i n  h e r  n o v e l ,  Smal l  Changes ,  
' 4* 

6 

x r o t e  o f  a  f ema le  s e a c h i n e  movement t o  a t h e a t r e  g r o u F ,  

'CWmec <ondenseh. #omen c r o s s e d  t h e i r  l e g s  by p u t t i n g  one 
-- - - -  

l e g  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  and  a l o c g s i d e .  Wmen k e p t  t h e i r  e lbows I * 

5 3  t h e i r  s i d e s  t a k i n g  up a s  l i t t l e  space  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

-. -rev behaved a s  if i t . x a s  t h e i r  d u t y  n o t  t o  r u b  a g a i n s t ,  

ri3t t o  t o u c h ,  n o t  t o  bjmp a  man." These b e h s v i o r s  a p p e a r  

ncre  f r e g u e n t l y  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  s o c i e t y  where s e z c l r o l e s  
_- 

~ r e  maxirr,ized.* T h i s  s -mmer  I spoke  w i t h  vlromen W& c o n s i d e r  

+ ' b p i  - . . , j  spend  mos? o f  t h e i r  t i m e  i n  l i b e r a t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
-b 

>tie were d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  o p w g t i n g  i n  a more 
- 1- 

' 
- -- -- -. 

t r a d l t i c n a l  relations hi^ - a s  i n  some ~ o r k  s i t u a t i o n s .  
- - - 



3ne xoman d e s c r i b e d  t h e  c o d e - s w i t c h i n g  as a  d rawing  u p ,  
.s-= 

p u l i i n g  o n e s e l f  i n  - m e n t a l l y ,  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  ~ h y s i c a l l y .  

Ne seem to p r e f e r  n o r e  eye  c d n t a c t  t h a n  men. E x l i n e  e t  a l .  

conc luded  t h i s  b e h a v i o r  i n d i c a t e d  we Nere more conce rned  44 
> 

~ i + k  s f f e c t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  I c o n c u r  d i t h  

t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  de depend h e a v i l y  on v i s u a l  c u e s  

froni o t h e r  p a l - t i c i p a n t s  i n  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  We use  t h e  

f eedback  Ne r e c e i v e  t o  a d j u s t  o u r  b e h a v i o r .  I t  c o u l d  be 

c o n s i d e r e d  a  s i m p l e  t a c t i c  f o r  s u r v i v a l ,  e x p e c i a l i y  i n  

z i x e d  s e x  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  
W- 

E e r  d i f f e r e n c e s  a i s c  o c c x  i n  s m i l i n g .  We do s m i l e  more 

*'bar men - i n d u l g i n g  i n  x h a t  B u g e n t a l  e t  a l .  c a l l e d  ' p u b l i c  

- srn- i l ingT.  They found midd le  c l a s s  w h i t e  women s m i l e d  more 

f r e q u e c t l y  dhen t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e y  d e r e  b e i n g  o b s e r v e d  
- - 

( i i l e o r a F e d )  t h a n  when t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e y  were n o t .  (The 

l o w e r  c l 2 s s  Nomen i n  t h e  s t ~ d y  r a r e l y  s m i l e d ) .  The s m i l e s  

of  ;he middle  c l a s s  ?:onen w e r e - n ~ t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t  
-+v- 

o f  The v e r b a l  co rnnur i ca t ion .  S h u l a m i t h a F i r e s t o n e  w r o t e  

"1 had t o  t r a i n  myse l f  o u t  o f  t h a t  phoney s m i l e  which 

i s  l i k e  a n e r v o u s  s i c  on e v e r y  t e e n a g e  g i r l .  And t h i s  - 
z e a n t  t h a t  I s m i l e d  r a r e l y ,  f o r  i n  t r u t h ,  when i t  came down 



to real smiling I had less to smile about." Smiles as 

well as communicators of happyness, can express nervousness, 

insecurity, and approval seeking, and can be used Lo disarm 

.others - another useful tooJ for people of low status. (43) 





The r e l a t i c n s h i p  b e t d e e n  l a n g u a g e ,  f h o u g h t  and  c u l t u r e  

f a r  f rom c l e a r  and  t h e  s u b j e c t  c o n t i n u a l  d e b a t e .  

S a p i r  w r o t e  i n  1 9 2 8 ,  de a r e  a l l  a t  t h e  mercy o f  t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  l a n g u a g e  ~ r h i c h  h a s  become t h e  medium o f  . 

e x p r e s s i o n  f o r  o u r  s o c i e t y .  "The r e a l  wor ld  i s  t o  

a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  b u i l t  up  on  t h e  l a n g u a g e  

h a b i t s  o f  t h e  g r o u p . .  de s e e ,  h e a r  and  o t h e r ~ i s e  d ." 
Ql$ 

// \ - ,  
T -/ , , e x ~ e r i e n c e  v e r y  l a r g e l y  a s  de  do because  t h e  l a n g u a g e  

h a b i t s  o f  o u r  cornmmity p r e d i s p o s e  c e r t a i n  c h o i c e s  o f  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  l' Yhorf added  'llde c u t  up  and  o r g a n i z e  . 

t h ~  s p r e a d  and  f l o x  o f  e v e n t s  a s  we do l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e ,  

t h r o u g h  om- m o t h e r  t o n g u e ,  we a r e  p a r t i e s  t o  a n  

ag reemen t  t o  d o  s o ,  n o t  b e c a u s e  n a t u r e  i t s e l f  is  segmented  

i n  e x a c t l y  t h a t  day  f o r  a l l  t o  s e e . ? ?  

s t u d i e s  have  b e e n  u sed  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  

h y p o t h e s i s  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  r e l a t i v i t y ,  

d e t e r m i n i s m .  I s t a n d  w i t h  t h o s e  who 
2 

h y p o t h e s i s  e n t i r e l y ,  f o r  d e  n e e d  n o t  
f 

a r e  n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  tYy o u r  l a n g u a g e .  

a n d  s u p p o r t  t h i s  

o r  l i n g u i s t i c  

c a n n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  

be p a s s i v e ,  we / 

T h e r e  i s  ncg d o u b t  

o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  l a n g u a g e  as  p a r t  o f  c u l t u r e .  

Language i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  c u l t u r e  i n  t h a t  is  i s  t h e  c o n v e y o r ,  

i- r e f l e c t s  " p a s t  a c t s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  and  c o g n i t i o n , >  

v h i c h  c o l l e c t i v e l y  r e p e a t e @ - a n d  a p p r o v e d ,  h a v e  p a s s e d  - 

-- 4% - 
f rm  i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n t o  c u l t u r a l  h a b i t . "  To 

s t u d y  l a n g u a g e  t h e n  v i l l  p r o v i d e  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  



on t h e  h a b i t u a l  t h o u g h t  and b e h a v i o r  o f  a  c u l t u r e  - 
\ 

t h u s  i t s  c u r r e n t  .dorld view. But n b t e  t h a t  t h e  language  

r e f l e c t s  h a b i t s  and does  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r e c l u d e  

p o t e n t i a l  p a t t e r n s .  (44) 

' dh i l e  c r o s s  . c u l t u r a l  r ' e s e a r c h  h a s  p rov ided  u s e f u l  
A 

i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v i t y  o f  l anguages  and c u l t u r a l  
4 8  

wor ld  v iews ,  B a s i l  B e r n s t e i n ' s  work has  f o c b s e d  on 

s i n i l a r  d i f f e r e n c e s  u i t h i n  a  c u l t u r e .  I n  h i s  s t u d i e s  

o f  t h e  speech  o f  middle  and l o ~ e r  c l a s s  people  i n  

B r i t a i n  he has  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  l i n g u i s t i c  forms - 

and c o d e s ,  and f a s h i o n s  o f  s p e a k i n g  a r e  a  f u n c t i o n  of  

t h e  form t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  t a k e  - " t h e s e  codes  . 

e s s e n t i a l l y  t r a n s m i t  t h e  c u l t u r e  and s o  c o n s t r a i n  

b e h a v i o r .  (45) Thus ,   hen we women a r e  t a u g h t  t h e  

f ema le  code ,  we a r e  a l s o  t a u g h t  o u r  p l a c e  i n  s o c i e t y .  
3 

S t u d y i n g  o u r  l anguage  and how t h e  g e n e r a l  lang,uage 

p o i n t e d  o u t  e a r l i e r ,  women a r e  r a r e l y  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  

c a t e g o r y  of  mar. a s  e q u a l  human b e i n g s .  We do seem t o  

and a n i m a l s .  > J i l l  Johns ton  r e c o g n i ~ e d ~ t h e  a r b i t r a r y  

3 a t u r e  of  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i - e s :  



- 

" T h e r e T s  o n l y  one g r o u p  I f e e l  I b e l o n g  t o  r e a l l y  

and  t h a t ' s  t h e  g r n u p  c a l l e d  women. f f e e l  I 

have more i n  common ~ i t h  f r o g s  o r  g r a s s h o p p e r s  

t h a n  men ... Af'ter a l l ,  t h i s  was t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  . 
of feminism.  We a l ~ e y s  knew we w e r e n ' t  f r o g s ,  

b u t  i t  Tdas n e v e r  c l e i r  t h a t  we w e r e n ' t  men. 

Ye Nere a l l  t h e  one g r o u p  and we were c a l l e d  

mankind, Some women a r e  begin-ning t o  wonder 

now i f  we d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  have more i n  common 49 3 

w i t h  s u c h  s p e c i e s  a s  c r u s t a c e a n s  t h a n  w i t h  menJ 
- 

That  may 'be  a n  i d l e  t h o u g h t ,  b u t  c r u s t a c e a n s  

and women a l i k e  a r e  n o t  g i v e n  t o  e r e c t i n g  

s k y s c r a p e r s . "  

Language can  r e f l e c t  chang ing  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s .  

' P o l a ~ y i  c a l l e d  l a n g u a g e  t h e  " p r o d u c t  o f  manTs  g r o p i n g  

f o r  words i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  making new c & c e p t u a l  d e c i s i o n s  

t o  be conveyed by wordsu .  Language can  a l g o  be u s e d  t o  

change c o n c e p t u a l  d e c i s i o n s  5 by f o r c i n g  u s  t o  t h i n k  i n  

new ways. (46) The i t e m s  i n  t h e  append ix  and t h e  p o e t r y  
=. - -  

q u o t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  a r e  examples  o f  t h i s  power o f  l anguage .  

The wcrnen w r i t e r s  were a t t e m p t i n g  t o  u s e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  t o  
!>:4 

j o l t  peop le  o u t  o f  h a b i t u a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h o u g h t  and  t o  . , 

r e c o n s i d 2 r  women's c o n d i t i o n .  

1 

3 e r r i s t e i n  has w r i t t e n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  

c l q s s  s y s t e m  and The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  knowledge. 



" H i s t o r i c a l l y  and  noM o n l y  a  t i n y  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  s o c i a l i z e d  i n t o  knowledge a t  t h g  

l e v e l  o f  t h e  meta l anguage  o f  c o n t r o l  and  i n n o v a t i o n .  ." 
Women have n o t  had a c c e s s  t o  t h i s  meta l a n g u a g e ,  o r .  

e v e n  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  power t o  name t h e  ~ o r l d  a s  we s e e  i t ,  

t o  d e s c r i b e  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s  arid o u r  V o r l d  v iew ' .  I n  t h e  

D i a r y  o f  Adam by Mark T-,vain, Adam is  distur-3. and  

annoyed by Eve ' s  a t t e m p t s  t o  - s h a r e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

naming t h e  wor ld .  Adam's d e s c e n d e n t s  seem j u s t  a s  r e l u c t a n t  50 

t o  a l l o w  o u r  c u r r e n t  e f f o r t s  t o  r e a c h  f r u i t i o n .  ( 4 7 )  

Curs  is s t i l l  a s o c i e t y  b a s e d  on p a t r i a r c h y  and  r i f e  

w i t h  s e x i s t  a t t i t u d e s .  : B e h a v i o r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  which  

d e v e l o p e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  between . 

men and Momen have  been a t t r i b u t e d  t o  i n n a t e  s e x u a l  

d i f y e r e n c e s .  E l a b o r a t e  t h e o r i e s  have bee% c o n s t r u c t e d  

t o  j u s t i f y  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  ( a n d  pe rhaps  t o  o b s c u r e  t h e  

r e a l  i s s u e ) . .  For, i f  women c a n  be conv inced  i t  is o u r  

n a t u r e  t o  be g e n t l e ,  l o v i n g ,  c o m p l i a n t ,  b a r e f o o t  and 

p r e g n a n t ,  we won ' t  s t r u g g l e  t o  improve o u r  l o t .  The web I 

o f  myths a b o u t  o u r  ' n a t u r e '  c r e a t e s  ambiva l ence  i n  most 

o f . u s ,  which we may n e v e r  c o m p l e t e l y  r e s o l v e  - ambiva lence  

be tween  t h e  s o c i a l  message  and  o u r  own e x p e r i e n t i a l  - - 

k n o ~ l e d g e .  De l  J o r d a n ,  i n  L i v e s  o f  G i r l s  and  Women - 

d e s c r i b e s  s u c h  a n  e x p e r i e n c e :  -- 

r 



" . . . a b o u t  t h l s  t i m e  I s t a r t e d  t o  r e a d  a n  a r t i c l e  

i n  a  magaz ine ,  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  b a s i c  

d i f f e r e n c e  bet wee^ t h e  male and f e m a l e  habi$s  
, 

o f  t h o u g h t ,  r e l a t i n g  c h i e f l y  t o  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  

o f  s e x . . .  The a u t h o r  was a famous Mew York 

p s y c h i a t r i s t . .  .He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  was 

e a s i l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  a  boy and  

a  g i r l  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  f u l l  moon. The boy t h i n k s  

o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  i t s  immens i ty  and m y s t e r y ;  t h e  

g i r l  t h i n k s  "1 must wash my h a i r . " . .  . I t  was 

c l e a r  t o  me a t  once t h a t  I was n o t  t h i n k i n g  

a s  t h e  g i r l  t h o u g h t  ;. . . I knew i f  I showed i t  

t o  my mother  s h e  would s a y ,  "Oh, t h a t ' s  j u s t  

maddening male n o n s e n s e ,  women have no  b r a i n s . "  

Tha t  would n o t  c o n v i n c e  me; s u r e l y  a New York 

p s y c h i a t r i s t  must know. And women l i k e  my 

mother  were i n  t h e  m i n o r i t y  ... I wanted men t o  

l o v e  me.. . I f e l t  t r a p p e d  and  s t r a n d e d . "  (48) 

I 

Myths o f  t h e  home and t h e  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  have been c r e a t e d .  

Ne a r e  t o l d  women's p l a c e  h a s  a lways  been  i n  t h e  home. 

Yet P h i l i p  A i r e s  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  o u r  i d e a l i z e d  v iew 

o f  home a n d  f a m i l y  a r e  f a i r l y  r e c e n t  s o c i a l  i n v e n t i o n s ,  

a b o u t  t h r e e  hundred  y e a r s  o l d ,  c r e a t e d  by r i s i n g  middle  

c l a s s e s  of some s o c i e t i e s ,  and  n e v e r  r e a c h i n g  u n i v e r s a l  

a c c e p t a n c e .  (49 )  
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However 'wornen?~ p o s i t i o n  i s  c h a n g i n g ,  and  t r a d i t i d n a l  

s e x  t y p e d  d e s c r i h t i o n s  a r e  e v e n  l e s s  a p p r o p r i a t e  now. 

I n  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers we a r e  g a i n i n g  some measure  o f  

economic autonomy, c o n t r o l  o v e r  o u r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  s y s t e m ,  

and  w i d e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  and o c c u p a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

( I t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t a  n o t e  we may be e x t e n d i n g  o u r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

h o r i z o n t a l l y ,  b u t  t h e  number o f  women i n  p o s i t i o n s  o f  power 

a n d  i n f l u e n c e  i s  s t i l l  n e g l i g i b l e . )  However, t h e  a r c h a i c  

s t e r e o t y p e s  a r e  r e i n f o r c e d  p a r t l y  by word magic.  ( 5 2 )  

-- 

Men have s u r r o u n d e d  u s  w i t h  myths o f  m y s t i c i s m  ( o u r  

i n t u i t i o n )  and m y s t e r y .  To s a y  we a r e  complex,  un fa thomab le  

o r  p e r p l e x i n g  is  a  good way t o  p u t  u s  a s i d e  and  n o t  have 

t o  f a c e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  u s  a s  e q u a l  human b e i n g s  who want  

e q u a l i t y .  IVe a r e  i l l o g i c a l ,  i r r a t i o n a l  s o  ob-v ious ly  we 

a r e  n o t  t o  be t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y .  These t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f s  

w i l l  n o t  be e a s i l y  d i s l o d g e d .  

R i g i d  r o l e  d e f i n i t i o n s  have  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  compres s ing  

t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  o f  l i m i t i n g  o u r  e m o t i o n a l  and  b e h a v i o r a l  

r a n g e .  There  a r e  some c u r r e n t  a t t e m p t s  t o  encourage  c r o s s  

r o l e  b e h a v i o r  - t e a c h i n g  women t o  be more a s s e r t i v e ,  
- 

l e s s  o t h e r - d i r e c t e d  and  c o m p l i a n t ,  and t e a c h i n g  men t o  
- 

be  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e i r  emot ions .  S i n c e  t h e  t r a i t s  a s s i g n e d  

t o  u s  have been downgraded I s u s p e c t  it w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t  
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yin ;nd yang  e x p r e s s  o p p o s i n g  f o r c e s ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  

c o n n e c t e d  t o  m a s c u l i n e  and feminine . ,  I n  t r a n s l a t i o n  we 

added t h i s  d imens ion  - of c o u r s e  you know which 

s y m b o l i z e s  d a r k n e s s  and which ,  l i g h t !  (53 ) 

So m a s c u l i n i t y  and  f e m i n i t y  have become u g l y ,  d i v i s i v e  :- =. 

'B 

~ o r d s .  They imply  t h a t  t h e y  r e f e r  t o  r e a l i t y  r a t h e r  

- 
I a 

t h a n  s o c i a l  mythology.  They encourage  us  t o  t h i n k  i n  

' % b s o l u t e s ,  o f  two p o l e s  w i t h  no g r a d a t i o n s  between.  

They a r e  words Ne c o u l d  do w i t h o u t .  
I 

The communicat ion p a t t e r n s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  p a r t  f o u r  a r e  

n o t  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  by c o n s i d e r i n g  s e x  r o l e s  a l o n e .  

With t h e  -- added d imens ion  o f  d i f f e r e n t  b u t  unequa l  p o s i t i o n s  
- 

i n  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  p a t t e r n s  b e g i n  t o  make s e n s e .  People  i n  

s u b o r d i n a t e  p o s i t i o n s  have  t o  1 d  a  d e l i c a t e l y  b a l a n c e d  t 
l i f e ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  good g r a c e s  o f  t h e i r  

s u p e r i o r s .  T h i s  i n v o l v e s  d i s c r e e t n e s s ,  p o l i t e n e s s  and  

c u l t i v a t i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o   lease. So we a r e  h e s i t a n t ,  

a v o i d i n g  b e h a v i o r  t h a t    ill d i s p l e a s e  men. Ide l i s t e n  

a t t e n t i v e l y  and do n o t  i - n t e r r u p t  - we c o n t a i n  o u r  s p e e c h  

and  o u r  b e h a v i o r .  3f c o u r s e  de a v o i d  f o r c e f u l  l a n g u a g e ,  - 

s t r o n g  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  o p i n i o n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a  p e r s o n  

o f  h i g h e r  s t a t u s .  Such b e h a v i o r  ? u n c t i o n s  a s  d e f e n s e  



mechanisms and  as  10015 o f  s u b t l e  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

m a s t e r s .  We a r e  c r e d i t e d  d i t h  managing i n t e r p e r s o n a l  
- *  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  But f i n f o r t u n a t s l y -  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  o u r  

b e h a v i o r  i s  s u r v i v a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  g e n u i n e  e x p r e s s i o &  
J 
.. 

C o n t i n u e d  r e s e a r c h  f o c u s e d  on t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  o u r  
- - - 

gomrnunicative b e h a v i s r ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  d i t h  r e s e a r c h  on 

t h e  communica t ion  p a t t e r n s  o f  men may y i e l d  u s e f u l  
'. 

i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  u s  50 change  o u r  b e h a v i o r .  ButF"ue  a r e  

i n  d a n g e r  o f  t a k i n g  t h e  p a r t  f o r  t h e  who le .  . Xe need  t o  

o b s e r v e  t h e s e  b e h a v i o r s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t .  We know 

l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  r e p e t o i r e  o f  communica t ive  b e h a v i o r s ,  

t h e  e f f e c t  o f  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  economic and  e d u c a t i o n a l  

l e v e l s ,  and r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  on  

t h e s e  b e h a v i o r s .  If communica t ion  b e t ~ e e n  ~iomen and  men 

c s n  e x i s t  i n  a  g e n u i n e  i n t ' e r s c t i o n  o f  e q u a l s ,  & h a t  a r e  

:be c o n d i t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  and  c a n  t h e y  be r e p l i c a t e d ?  
t 

t 

Al though  s e x  s t e r e o t y p e d  r o l e s  c o n f i n e  u s ,  de c a n T t  g e t  

r i d  o f  r o l e s  a l t o g e t h e r ,  f o r  t h e y  a r e  b a s i c  t o  s o c i a l -  

g r d e r .  They a l s o  p r o v i d e  s t a b i l i t y  and c o n t i n u i t y  f o r  
I 

th'e i nd iv idua l ? .  Xe ~ a r t i c i p a t e  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  r o l e s  o r  
- -  

p a t t e r n s  o f  e x p e c 1 a t i o n s  o f  b e h a v i o r s .  R o l e s  a r i s e  o u t  x 

o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  ? t a t  i s  zhey  a r e  s o c i a l l y  , d e f i n e d .  . - 
- 
- h ~ o x g h  c o n t i n u a l  c o ~ m u n i c a t i 3 r .  x i t h  o t h e r s  sie - i e r i f y ,  



% 

ex+,er_ll and modify dm- c o ~ c e p t -  - of o u r  r o l e .  ~ h u s ,  co&unica t ion  

c o t h  r e f l e c t s  and r e i n f o r c e s  o u r  r o l e .  Because o f  t h i s  . 
s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r o l e s ,  a t t e m p t s  t o  change o u r  r o l e s  

? 

 us: b e r a g r e e d  upcn by s t b e r s .  Roles  a r e  r e c i p r o c a l .  

7k2nging o u r  r o l e  n e c e s s i t & p  o t h e r s  changing .  Women 
$+ 

kave been a b l e  t o  change ' - r o l e s ,  $0 e s c a p e  t h e  f e m i n i n e  
- -- - - - - -- ---+ 1 

s y e r e ~ ~ y p e ,  on o c c a s i o n .  Janeway s a y s  most o f  t h e s e  < 

'-2 
~ x c e p t i o n a l  women moved frorrporrporrpone r o l e  t o  a n o t h e r ,  t h e r e f o r e  

+, 

' h e i r  b e h a v i o r  c o n t i c u e d  t o  be p r e d i c t a b l e .  The p r o c e s s  ' 
L 

* _  - - - - 
- - 

~5f  c r e a + , l n g  nex r o l e s  is  s o c i a l l y  d i s r u p t i v e .  For-  b r e a k i n g  
-d 

t h s  s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t  means t h a t  0th; ;~ do n o t  know what t o  

expec:; can  na l o n g e r  ~ r e d i c t  o u r  b e h a v i o r .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  

' c e c s - ~ s e  ~f t h e  r e c i p r o c a l  n a t u r e  o f '  r o l e s  ,. o t h e r s  do n o t  
- 

' /nod d h a t  i s  e x p e c t e d  o f  them i n  t h e  nevlr 2 i t u a t i o n .  Janeway - 
- 

says - "There  a r e  :.qo s i d e s  t o  a role;  _ v r h a t L t h e r o l e  &Layer - --- 

does  ard-.what r o l e  9 2 h e r s  u n d e r s t a n d  him t o  be do ing .  
-m 

I: is o a s i e r  f o r  e a c h  s i d e  t o  do t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f   hat Mas 

d s ~ e  b e f o r e  t h a n  t o  c r e a t e  something  nex". I n  t h a t  way 

somk o f  :he r u l e s  3f $he game s t a y  i n t a c t .  Janeway g o e s  
, - 

3: +.- e x p l a i r  :hat i f hen  women f i rs t  break  from t h e  t r a d -  
i . 

, : , -3cs l  i: r o l e  o f  c o m ~ i i a n t  woman we may be f o r c e d  o r  choose  

' 2  + z k e  Dn i ts  o p p o s i t ~  - t h e  shgew - b e f o r e  k c r k i n g  o u t  
-% - '. 

- A shrew c c l z & t s - m t e d  a s  hav ing  l o s t  h e r  

-,,os ,.ie ' ( rea ten  t h e  s 3 c i a l  o r d e r  - t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  



Y 

t k a  s h a r e d  myths and a s s u m p t i o n s .  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  The 

o t h e r s  i n  . t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  g r o u p  o r  s o c i e t y  x i 1 1  r e a c t  

n e g a t i v e l y  o u t  o f  c o n c e r n  and f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  p e r s o n a l  
I 

s o c i a l  s t a b i l i t y . .  T h e r e ' s  no doub t  t h a t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

' u p d a t e  ' o u r  r o l e  f o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  s t e r e o t y p e d  v e r s i o n  
--- - - 

i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  con tempora ry  wonen. The e x t e n t  t o  

which >re  ill be a b l e  t o  change i t  u l t i m a t e l y  depends  on 

t h e  mer! i n  s o c i e t y  who ukY n o t  r e a d i l y  g i v e  up t h e i r  
- 

Part two do2umented s o n e  .. o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  - how we a r e  

~ m m i t t e d  .o r  d e v a l u e d  t h r o u g h  l anguage .  We have l o s t  

o u r  names and a r e  h i d d e n  b e h i n d  g e n e r i c  man.o But  t o  

f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  conLemhrary e ~ n d ~ t i o n - o f  m a e n  i n  
---s-- 

two 
i 

r e l a t e d  i s s u e s  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r e d  - 
t h e  s i l e n c e  a b o u t  Nomen i n  h i s t s r y  and t h e  p r e s e n t  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p  of women and  t h e  media .  

r .  

V 
i !  

Recorded  knowledge h a s  been  adcumula ted  m a i n l y  by men. 

So h i s t o r y ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  s o c i o l o g y ,  e t c .  b e s t  e x p l a i n  men's 

a c h i e v e m e n t s  and u s e  t h e  male p e r s p e c t i v e .  We have been  

- -  - - 

t a q & ~ c r v i x z t K i % k n o w l e d g e  as a d e q u a t e  t o  d e s c r i b e  and  
- 

- 
e--piLa&-%&i*efld. X t : a r m n f y j u s t  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  5 

P 

% 
4 

i n a d e q u a c y  o f  t h e s e  male t o o l s  f o r  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  * 
r 



t h e  ~ o r l d .  Men jmt c a n n o t ' w r i t e  a u t h b r i t a t i ~ e l ~  a b o u t  
I . $&hat goes  on i n  r o n e n l s  h e a d s ,  abou t  o u r  p e r s p e c t i v e s  - 

o n l y  de can  do t h a t .  Male a u d a c i t y  i n  t h a t  r e g a r d  is 
\ ', - .. 

f 

e q u a l l e d  by t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f : i g n o r i a g  u gs l .or  d e p r e c i a t i n g  

o u r  e f f o r t s .  3 u r  knodledge  o f  womenls p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  

and  o t h e r  accompl ishments  t h r o u g h  h i s t o r y  and o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  
- - - - - - .. - pp----p- r;O+ 

a b o g t  p a s t  women's 11 s f rom womenls p o i n t  o f  view a r e  /" 
f ragmented .  :':omen$ a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h e  t o o l s  o f  r e a d i n g  and 

\ 

x r i t i n g  l agged  f a r - b e h i n d  that o f  men a s  d i d  (does )  a c c e s s  

t o  t h e  means o f  d i s s e m i n a t i n g  q and s h a r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

Evidence  'of women's a c c  * ments i s  t u c k e d  away, 

obscured .  How many f e r n i l e a - t i s t s  and a r t i s a n s  o f  t h e  

p a s t  a r e  w r i t t e n  o r  spoken o f  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  domain. The 

e n g i n e e r i n g  marve l s  o f  . t h e  pueb los  a r e  o f t e n  commented o n ,  

k i t h  n o  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  women ~3~ c r e a c e d  t 3 i m .  Where - 

- 

is i t  w r i t t e n  t h a t  women made t h e  camel h a i r  t e n t s  o f  

t h e  Bedouin o r  t h e  e a r t h  l o d g e s  o f  t h e  Omaha? Hod common 

i s  t h e  knowledge t h a t  many of t h e  i l lum' ina ted  m&mscr ip ts  

o f  med ieva l  t i m e s  were produced by nuns. What abou t  t h e  - 

Momen p a i n t e r s ,  s c u l p t o r s ,  composers t h r o u g h  h i s t o r y ?  
- 

i Xho has  h e a r d  of  t h e  women p a i n t e r s  who e a r n e d  t h e  ~ a t r o n a g e  

of v a r i o u s  members o f  European r o y a l t y  o r  Sabina  von 
F 



t ,he . p a i n t i n g s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Franz  ~ a l s '  have t u r n e d  o u t  t o  

b e  t h e  work o f  h i s  con tempora ry ,  J u d i t h  L e y s t e r .  You 

c a n - s e e  one o f  h e r -  p a i n t i n g s  i n  t h e  Hals rnus&m -<+ i n  

F o l l a n d .  ( 5 5  ) 

Women , m i t e r s  have  s u f f e r e d  s i m i l a r  p rob lems  o f  

d-is criminT€TorT x n d l z c k  m e  cmgni t i on  . -  S o m e - E k ~ s e  

t o  w r i t e  u n d e r  c s l e  pseudonyms. C o l e t t e  o r i g i n a l l y  

p u b l i s h e d  u n d e r  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  name. E a r l y  domen w r i t e r s  

p o r t , r s y  womanhood a s  a  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  c o n f i n e m e n t .  
I 

a 
:<any-,women b r o k e  t h r o u g h  t r a d i t i o n a l  fernhie r o l e s ,  

d e s p i t e  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  and p r e j u d i c e ,  t o  become a c t i v e ,  

i n d e p e n d e n t  and - c r e a t i v e  - - p e o p l e .  - - Yet - t h e  - - - images  - - o f  - 

t h e s e  p e o p l e  have n o t  been  p r e s e r v e d  f o r  u s  t o  u s e  a s  

c u l t u r e  h e r o s  and r o l e  models .  

The l o p s i d e d n e s s  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e v i d e n t  

i n  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  o f  t h e  l a s t  women's movement. T h i s  

movement g a t h e r e d  s t r e n g t h  and  momentum i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
\ 

p a r t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  

'\ 
( perhaps again 1 aL this t i m e  a n d _ w o r n e u t _ L a S - b e g a n  . 



t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  and  d e f i n e  c o l l e c t i v e  r e a l i t i e s .  

They a c h i e v e d  ma jo r  l e g a l  changes .  . Y e t  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

o f  t h e i r  o t h e r  accompl i shmen t s  remain .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  tlomenfs a c t i v i t i e s  dur i r ig  t h e  f i r s t  and  - 
second  Gor ld  w a r s  a r e  l a r g e l y  i g n c r e d .  And e t  domen 

- - - - - - - - 

-3 . * 
7~orked  in armament f a c t o r i e s ,  i n  f o u n d r y  t r a d e s ,  i n  

L 01. 
, a u t o m o b i l e ,  armoured ~ e h i c l e  and  a i r c r a f t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

and  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  and i n  e l e c t r o n i c s .  Women were a c , t i v e  
*- -- 

i n  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  movement d u r i n g  World War 11, a n d , "  

more r e c e n t l y ,  f o u g h t  i n  t h e  r a n k s  i n  I s r a e l  and  

Indo  c h i n a .  Ca ro lyn  3 i r d  s a y s  " G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  

f r o n t i e r  c o n d i t i o n s  - w a r s ,  r e v o l u t i o n s  and f e v e r i s h  

boom t i m e s  which p r o v i d e  u r g e n t  ~ o r k  f o r  a l l  hands  - 
have m o t i v a t e d  men and ~omen_ to - s imi l a r - a r -  androgynous  - - - 

g o a l s .  By c o n t r a s t ,  p e r i o d s  o f  s l o w  o r  o r d e r l y  economic. 

g r o ~ t h  have c u l t i v a t e d  m a s c u l i n i t y  and f e m i n i n i t y  a s  g o a l s  

. i n  t hemse lves  ( 5 7 )  

" .  
3 0 ,  where a r e  l i e  t o d a y ?  DeEeauvoir  's book,  The second 

3ex h e r a l d e d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  l a t e s t  

f e m i n i s t  movement, which g o t  underway i n  t h e  l a t e  

LO%. - ~ m r ~ - x o m ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ r k i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  home, a l t h o u g h  

. - o u r  s-iss h a v e  not kept p a c e w i t h t h o s e w m e n .  -- 

- 



- - tde have made iiiro3ds i n t o  v a r i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s p h e r e s  
, 

b u t  have n o t  y e t  had  a n y  ' c o n t r o l  o v e r  ' t h e  mechanisms 

o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s v  - t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
P 

o r  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  new v a l u e s .  (583 

? 

Ir t,he c u l t u r e  a t  l a r g e ,  t h e  mass media h a s  d e v e l o p e d  62 

s a t a r a t e d  w i t h  male b i a s  i n  i t s  p r o d u c t s .  E t h e l  

I j t ra inchamps-  e d i t e d  a  bo3k f o r  t h e  Media  Woinen1s 

A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1974. It c o n t a i n s  s v e r  70 r e p o r t s  f rom 

woaen i n  t e l e v i s i o n  and magazine and book p u b l i s h i n g .  
P 

I n  t h e  p r e f a c e  ~ t r a i n c h a r n ~ s '  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  problems 
'L 

T h a t  o c c u r r e d  between t h e  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  

a n 3  p u b l i c a t i o n .  k m a j o r  p u b l i s h i n g  house  was supposed  

t o  p r i n t  t h e  r e p o r t ,  b u t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  terms o f  t h e  
- - - 

-- - - - --- - --- 
A 

c o n t r a c t  t o  p r i n t  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  a s  p r e s e n t e d ,  t h e  copy 

w 2 s  changed enough t o  change t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  commit tee .  

So a n o t h e r  p u b l i s h e r  had t o  be f o u n d ,  d e l a y i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  
\ 

by  tws y e a r s .  Xany o f  t h e  r e p o r t s  a r e  anonymously 

a r i t t e n  - ' leven women a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  an% i n d u s t r y  

1 
l e d i c e t e d  t o  conmunica t ion  may n o t  f e e l  f r e e  t o  cornm- 

x n i c a t e  c a n d i d l y  a i t h o u t  f e a r  o f  r e p r i s a l " .  ( 5 9 )  

f i l m  i n d u s t r y  does  n o t  seem be a n  e x c e p t i o n .  
- - -  

- - -- 
-- 

I x r i t e r s  i n  'domen i n d  F i l m  c a l l e d  i t  "A c l o s e d  and  - 
s e x i s t  i n d u s t r y  irhose s u r v i v a l  5s p r e c i s e l y  based  on 



d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  Motion p i c t u r e s  have been  one o f  t h e  

n o s t  . p o t e n t  medium f o r  convey ing  r e i n f o r c i n g  s t e r e o t y p i c - .  

J i l l  J o h n s t o n  w r ~ t e  "The a c t u a l  r o l e  o f  women i n  f i l m  

5nd media r i g h t  now seems p u z z l i n g  t o  me. Can Nomen 
63 

x o r k  t h e r  w a ~ t n  to t h e  r e a l  p o ~ e r - ~ o d t  ton- 
4 

.% 

--- - _ o f  p r o d u c t i o n  and  d i r e c t i o n ,  t o  a n y  s f g n q f i c a n t  d e g r e e  

~ i t h i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n d u s t r y ,  and if s o ,  ~ o u l d  t h e y  
- 

be t h e  p e o p l e ,  o r  women t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  image o f  uomen 

once  t h e y  g o t  t h e r e ? "  She s u g g e s t s  i t  w i l l  t a k e  a  

decsrle t o  s e e  t h e  images o f  women s i g n i f i ' c a n t l y  changed .  

Yomen have formed a l t e r n a t i v e ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p r o d u c e / p r i n t  a u t h e n t i c  m a t e r i a l  a v o i d i n g  

't 
t r a d - i t i o n s l  d r s t o r t i g n  o r  c e n s o r s h i p  d h i c h  o c c u r r e d  

*- - - - - -  - - -  - - - - -  - - 
- 

- - 

u n d e r  t h e  r u b r i c  o f  e d i t i n g .  (60 )  
- 

S h e i l a  Rodbotham s t a t e s  "Women have come t o  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  by means o f  i d e a s ,  a c t i o n s  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

x h i c h  have been  made p redominanz ly  by men. We o n l y  

knou o u r s e l - ~ e s  i n  s o c i e t i e s  i n  ~ h i c h  m a s c u l i n e  power 

and  m a s c u l i n e  c u l t u r e  ddmina te . .  . The l anguage  which 

makes u s  i n v i s i b l e  -- t o  h i s t o r y i s a t  coinridease, - 

4 

b u t  p a r t  o f  o u r  r e a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  a s o c i e t y  x h i c h a w e  
-- - 

7 - 
- 

do  n o t  con t ro l l l .  161) Xhat we h a v e  l e a r n e d ,  t h e n ,  is  



t h e  male p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  a male s o c i e t y .  Models .  

r e p i e s e n t  t h e i r  ryorld. T r a d i t i o n a l l y  ' (ma le )  s c h o l a r s  - 

a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o r  speak  f o r  t h e  
' 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  Supposedly  k & e u t r a l T  s c h o l a r s h i p  is 
& 

3 

a c t u a l l y  s a t u r a t e d  w i t h  ma?e p e r s p e c t i v e s .  We a r e  64 

e x p e c t e d  - t o  u s e  t h e o r i e s  and methods i n  which we ' a r e  
- - . A -  - - - - - - - + --p-ppp- 

e x c l u d e d  o r  i g n o r e d .  ( 6 2 )  

-4 

W e k a v e  t a k e n  t h e  ma jo r  s'?e@ o f  b e g i n n i n g  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  

t h e  problems i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  communication. To view 

t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  s t a t u s  i n s t e a d  

o f  s e x  a l o n e  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i e s  t h e  i s s u e s  and s u g g e s t s  

more s o l u t i o n s .  

To p r e s s  f o r  s o c i a l  r e fo rm t h r o u g h  changes i n  l anguage  
- 

/ 
- - - - - - - --- - - - -- - - - 

and i n t e r a c t i o n  p a t t e r n s  a p p e a r s  n a i v e ,  t o  s a y  t h e  

l e a s t .  The s o c i a l  sys t em is f l e x i b l e  enough t o  

accomodate some r e a l i g n m e n t s .  However a . m a j o r  change 
I f 

o f  o u r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  e q  a l i t y  would Y 
be s o c i a l l y  d i s r u p t i v e  - h a r d l y  i n  t h e i b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  

I 
o f  t h e  ' r i a s t e r s t .  \ 

S o c i a l  c r i t i c s  and r e f o r m e r s  may be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

c o n t i n u e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  s e x  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  

communication. MorE =curate  m a p s - o f t k ~ ~ ~ r ; t a g e  



t r e a t s  women'could be drawn,  by r e v i e w i n g  c u r r e n t  

d i c t i o n a r i e s  and c u r r e n t  language  usage  =I p a t t e r n s  - - i n  - 

v a r i o u s  segments  o f ,  s o c i e t y .  

S i n c e  s c h o o l s  s u p p o r t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  c u r r i c u l a .  

cou ld  c o n t i n u e  t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  and m o d i f i e d  t o  
-- p- 

pp 

e l i m i n a t e  b l a t a n t  s ex i sm.  E e V e r ;  cons5de-r%~g-%e--- 

p a t r i a r c h a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  changes 

i n  t h e - l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  t e x t b o o k s  would seem t o  be o f  

l i t t l e  u s e .  t 

The o t h e r  major  t o o l  o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  media,  a l s o  
. . 
p r o v i d e s  much f o d d e r  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ' s  m i l l .  

F u r t h e r  s t u d i e s  on t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s  p e r p e t r a t e d  cou;d ' 

p r o v i d e  i n t e r e s t i n g  documenta t ion  - on - t h e  - c u r r e n t  - 

- - - - 
- p  - 

a t t i t u d e s  towards  women i n  contemporary s o c i e t y .  

The women's movement is  no l o n g e r  a newsworthy i t e m  

a l t h o u g h  women's l i b  s t i l l  makes good m a t e r i a l  f o r  

comedians.  

P e r i o d s  o f  s o c i a l  d e c a y  s t t c h  a s  t h e  one w e  a r e  e x p e r i e n c -  

i n g  c r e a t e  Eonfus ion  an'd a l l o w  m i n o r i t y  g roups  t o  a c h i e v e  

s ome s o  &i- m n e ~ ~ ~ ~ A a l l y Y I I c C h ~ e a n a ~ y Y Y ~  

u n t i l  t h e  apocalypse,  f o l l o w e d  by -- a c t i o n  -pp- t o  b u i l d  a 

more e g a l i t a r i a n ,  androgynous s o c i e t y .  



i 
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* - n- 
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4 

1. The q u o t e  is f rom V i v i a n  Gorn ick ,  e d .  ,Woman i n  
7 < 

A S e x i s t  S o c i e t y ,  New York, B a s i c  Books,  1971. - 
Y-  

F o r  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  bbther ,  t h e  o u t s i d e r  s e e :  . , 

Simone d e  B e a u v o i r ,  The Second Sex, New York,-- 
- -- - - - - 

-- 

A l f r e d  Knopf,  1952 ,  ~ h b l a m i t h  F i r e s t o n e ,  D i a l e c t i c  

of Sex ,  Mew Yark ,  Morrow & C o b ,  1 9 7 0 ,  C h a p t e r  e i g h t ;  

V i v i a n  Gornick 's e s s a y ,  I*Woman a s  O u t s i d e r t f ,  

o p . c i t . ,  Mary Da ly ,  Beyond God t h e  F a t h e r ,  B o s t o n ,  

Beacon P r e s s ,  1973 and C o l i n  Wi l son ,  The O u t s i d e r ,  

London, Pan Books,  1963.  ' 

2 .  From Mary R i t c h i e  Key i n  h e r  Book, ~ a l e / ~ e m a l e  
-- - - - -  - - -  - - - -  - - 

- 

LanEuage, Metchuen,  Sca rec row p r e s s ,  1 9 7 5 ,  p. 1 5  - 16 
1 

and  h e r  p a p e r ,  t f L i n g u i s t i c  Behav io r  o f  Male and  Female:, 

L i n g u i s t i c s  $8 ( A u g u s t ,  19721,  p.  16, and Nancy Henley 

and B a r r i e  Thorne ,  Language and Sex ,  D i f f e r e n c e  and  

Dominance, Rowley, Mass . ,  Nedberry House, 1975 ,  a n n o t a t e d  - 

b i b l i o g r a p h y .  O t t o  J e s p e r s e n  ( 1 9 2 i )  and Edward S a p i r  
f 

( 1 9 2 9 )  were among t h e  first t o  do e x t e n s i v e  s t u d i e s  

on male and  f e m a l e  l anguage .  J e s p e r s e n  w r o t e  o f  f e m i n i n e  

weaknesses ,  S a p i r - p u t  women's l anguage  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y  

of 'abnormal  t y p e s  of s p e e c h T .  Greenough and 



K i t t e r e d g e  (1901)  wro te  o f  f e m i n i n e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s .  

3.  The books a r e :  Mary R i t c h i e  Key, M a l e / ~ e m a l e  ~an'guabe', 
+ -- 

Metchuen, N . J .  Scarecrow P r e s s  1 9 7 5 ;  Robin Lakoff ,  
- 

> ,- * 

Language and Women's P l a c e ,  New York, Harper  and Row, . . 

1975 ; Nancy Henley & B a r r i e  Thorne,  Language and Sex: 67 
- ,  

Tiff Fr%iiFF a n d U o m i n T n i e  ,- KO w ley; E F .  N e w b  e  rr y  
' 

House, 1975 ;  Casey M i l l e r  & Kate S w i f t ,  Words and 

Women, Garden C i t y , .  N .  Y. , Doubleday, 1976. May I - 

have t h e  e n v e l o p e ,  p l e a s e !  
h, 

4 .  The ' o p p r e s s o r ' s  l a n g u a g e 1  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  poem, 

!'The Burning  o f  Paper  i n s t e a d  o f  C h i l d r e n t t  by 

Adr ienne  R i c h ,  The W i l l  t o  Change, N.Y., NorW?, 
IL 

need i t  t o  t a l k  t o  you."  See a l s o  ,Rich ' s  e s s a y ,  

"When We Dead Awakent1 i n  Co l l ege  E n g l i s h ,  34:1, October  

1974 ,  p. 18-25;  J e a n  F a u s t t s  e s s a y ,  "Words That  Oppresstf  

i n  Women Speak ing ,  A p r i l ,  1970,  and Shu lami th  F i r e s t o n e ,  

D i a l e c t i c  o f  Sex ,  as examples  o f  t h e  o u t r a g e d  w r i t i n g .  

D i s c u h i o n  o f  women's a c c e s s  t o  media i n  p a r t  t h r e e .  . 

Language " i n  A n I n L e  1 J i g e n t W o m - - G u  i d e  ta D i  r t y  

Words ..., F e m i n i s t  W r i t e r s  Workshop, Chicago,. 1973 



PART TWO 

. 
6. See : Louise  Ackerman, "Lady a s  synonym f o r  Womantv, 

m 

- w 

I 

American s p e e c h L ? ?  :3, 1962,  p. ,284-285 ; Dorothy 

Hage, "There ? s  Glory F o r  YOU",  A ~ h r a  3 :3 (19721,  

F .  2-14, J e s s i c a  Murray, t f & l e  P e r s p e c t i v e  i n  

- L m t t a e x ,  -Woma~, 4-CFetlr-lka-S vf%+eI-ati~rr,3~2 ; - 

7. $ee : F e m i n i s t  W r i t e r ' s  Workshop, A n  I n t e l l i g e n t  

'domanTs Guide t o  D i r t y  Words ..., Varda One, "Mangl i shn ,  - 

Everywoman, (19711,  Mary R i t c h i e  Key, M a l e / ~ e m a l e  

Language,.  p. 74 a n d  Casey M i l l e r  and Kate S w i f t ,  
d - 

.r 

-Words and Women, p. 159.  a 

- - - - --- - . - -- 
- - - - -  - 

8 .  S e e :  Wi l f r ed  Funk, Word O r i g i n s  and T h e i r  Romantic 

S t o r i e s ,  New York, G r o s s e t t  and Dunlap, 1950, 

Chap te r  1 5 ,  Robin Lakof f ,  Language and Woman's P l a c e  
7 

A 2 
N e w  York, Harpe r ,  1975 ,  Chap te r  3 ,  Varda One, 

- 

9. The examples  o f  g r o u p i n g s  a r e  a l l  f rom Mary Ritehi-e 
- 

- i&&xLe, Key, - ~ e / ~ e m a l e ~ a q w a ~ ~ ~  p.  R-, e x c e p t  J. B 
L 

- -,: 
f 

Decenden t s ,  E s t a t e s  - -. and - T r u s t s ,  quoted  i n  Aphra 6 : 3 ,  - -, 
- - 

i 

L. 

1976 p.107. Key u s e s  t h e s e  q u o t e s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  Ts -3 

d 

/ -4 

.,$ 
r3 

1 :g 
33 

- 



a  d i s c u s s i o n  on i n v e n t i ~ n ~ o f  c a t e g o r i e s ,  sugge%ing 

t h e  g roup ings  r e v e a l  though t  p a t t e r n s  and i n f l u e n c e  

behav io r .  Mary Ellman,  i n  Thinking About Women, 

N..Y. Harcouc t ,  Brace & World, 1968, p .38 ,  q u o t e s  . 

John WeigHtman "a . conv ic ted  c r i m i n a l ,  however p o t e n t ,  

has  been c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a n  o b j e c t ,  and t h e r e f o r e - ' f e m i n i z e d  
69 

s o c i a l  e q u a t i o n :  a  man i n  p r i s o n  amounts t o  a  woman." 
3 

10. , See Mary R i t c h i e  Key, M a i e / ~ e m a l e  Language, p. 81, 
. - 

i 
Casey M i l l e r  & Kate S w i f t ,  Words and Women, Chapter  

.4. Yiry  Ellman,  Thinking About Women, p. 3 9 ,  q u o t e s  

Norman M a i l e r ,  s a y i n g  o f  a n o t h e r  w r i t e r  l1(he)  reminds 

me o f  n o t h i n g  s o  much a s  a  woman w r i t e r v .  

. , 
11. See Mary R i t c h i e  Key, ,Male /~emale  Lanpuage, Fete@ 

-.& '; 

F a r b ,  Nord P l a y ,  New York, A l f r e d  Knopf, 1973,  '$01 &a 
S a p a r t a  , nLanguage i n  a S e x i s t  s o c i e t y m  unpubAished. 

* 

12.  Genera l  comments on t h i s  a r e  i n  Dorothy Hage, "There 's  

Glory f o r  Youw, P e t e r  Fa rb ,  word + l a y ,  Mary R i t c h i e  
\ 

Key, M a l e / ~ e m a l e  Language. The r e s e a r c h  is r e p o r t e d  i n  

Casey M i l l e r  & Kate Swift W o r d s d  Women, p . 2 2  35- 
- - ---- - 

/ - ' 



1, 

The Gena Corea quote is from Media Report t o  Women, 
-< 

1974,  3': 1. Alma Graham c i t e d  t h e  r e s e a r c h  i n  "The fx* 
9 -?$$ 

Making of aknon-Sexis t ' -Dic t ionaryw,  &2, December, am 

-. r - 
& 

1973,  p. 12-;16. Lakoff ' s  comments a r e  on p.44-45, 

Language and Woman's P lace .  General d i s c u s s i o n  of  

she/he a l s o  i n  Casey M i l l e r  and Kate S w i f t ,  Women and*  
70 

&rds+ _ c h a p ~ ~ ~ 3 3 , t M a r y  R i  t c h i  A J k y M a . L & & p h n g b l a ~ ~ ,  
P 

chap te r  9 ,  Donald Hook, llSexism i n  Eng l i sh  Pronounsv, 

General L i n g u i s t i c s ,  14 :2 ,  1974, p. 86-96. - 

Dic t iona ry  r e s e a r c h  is i n  Manglish by Varda One, - 
Lee Gershuny, "Sex i s t  Semantics i n  t h e  D ic t i ona ryw,  

-., 31:2 ,  June 1974, p.  164-170, A i l l e e n  Nisen,  

"Sexism i n  E n g l i s h ,  A F e r n h i s t  Viewn, Female S t u d i e s ,  

6, 1972, p. 102-109. Casey M i l l e r  k Kate S w i f t ,  
- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - 

- 

Words and Women, p. 58-60. 

L i n g u i s t i c  r e l a t i v i t y  

d i s cus sed  i n  t h e  l a s t  

and l i n g u i s t i c  determinism a r e  
f 

0 - d 

s e c t i o n .  See : Michael Po lanyi ,  

Personal  Knowledge, Chicago, Un ive r s i t y  of Chicago 
i 

P r e s s ,  1962, E rnes t  Becker,  B i r t h  and Death-of Meaning, 
5 

New York, Free  P r e s s ,  1962 and Susan Langer, Philosophy 
7 1 

i n  a New Key. 
1 



14. &.ry Daly ,  i n  Beyond God t h e  F a t h e r ,  E o s t o n ,  Beacon 

Press, 1972, t a l k s  of t h e  n e c e s ' s i t y . o f  c r e a t i n g  a 

new lang12age. See a l s o  Adr ienne  R i c h ' s  e s s a y ,  "When 

;i'e Dead Awaken", i r .  C o l l e g e  E n g l i s h ,  3 4  P *  18-25 - % 

7 A h e  q u o t e  i s  f rom H e r b e r t  X a r c u s e ,  An E s s a y  on 
d 

-- 

X j 3 e r a t i o n , - 3 o s t o n ,  Seaco3 ,  1569, p.  33.  See  a l s P  

,?crone b h n e r ,  3n Knowing, Harvard  J n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  

1 9 6 2 ,  p. 137, X t o  Rank, beyond Psycho logy l  N.Y., 

:odes a n d  C o n t r o l ,  ~01.1, London, R o u t l e d g e ,  Xegan - 

- - 7 "14 i n  " I v > l e  rgder and  t h e  &omenfs  Kovementtt ,  

, 3 j r n & l  o f  A p p l i e d  3 e h a v i o r a l  S c i e n c e ,  13:3, 1974, 

F. 415-431; 2 - ~ t l i n e s  six s s u r c e s  o f  male ~ o d e r . ;  
.4 

1. n o r m t i L e '  2.'. I r r s z i f , u t , i ona l  3. c o n t r o l  o f  o p t  ons f" 
k g .  r e  4. :he power o f  e x p e r t i s e  5. p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

See Xaoai Yefss:ein,  "Psychology C o n s t r u c t s  t h e  
-~ ~- -- - : e n s l e n  i n  7 i v i s n  % n i c k  e d . ,  'doman i n  a S e x i s t  



S m i e t y ,  Joyce  Nals ted t . ,  Psychology  o f  Women, 

a r t i a l l y  a n n o t a t e d  b i b l i o g e p h y ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  " 6 
K n o ~ ,  I n c . ,  1'974. Sandra    em and  D a r y l  Bern, 

/ 

Yonogeniz ing  t h e  American Wbman, P i t t s b u r g h ,  
/ 

1 

K n o ~ ,  i n c .  1972.  
1 

, 
- 72 

- -- A- , 20.  See  M a r - a r e t  Mead, Sex and Temperament Bn T h r e e  
b 

P r i m i t i v e  S o c i e t i e s ,  N ~ M  York, Morrow, 1 9 3 5 ,  Nancy - G 

Chodrow's e s s a y  "Being and  Doingw and  Ruby L e g v i t t T s  

e s s a y  Women i n  O t h e r  C r l t u r e s w  i n  V i v i a n  G o r n i c k ,  

e d . ;  Womn i n  a S e x i s t  S o c i e t y .  Leonore Weitzman 

e s s a y ,  l1Sex Role  S o c i a l i z a ' t i o n "  i n  J o  Freeman, e d  

women, a  F e m i n i s t  P e r s p e c t i v e .  

2i. The r e s e a r c h  i s  by  I n g e  Broverman e t  s f . ,  "Sex Role  
- - - --- - - - 

- - - - - -- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - 

S t e r e o t y p e s  and C l i p a l  Judgements  o f  M e n t a l  H e a l t h v ,  
f 

J o u r n a l  o f  C o n s u l t i n g  and  C l i n i c a l  P s y c h o l o ~ y ,  34:1,  

1970 ,  p.  1-7. See  a l s o  C h e r l s  ~ r a m e r  ItFernale and  
I b 

V ~ l e  P e r c e p t i o n  o f  Female a n d  Male Speech1', a p a p e r  

 resented t o  t h e  American S o c i o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

22.  See  Y i r y  E l l m n ,  T h i n k i n g  About Women, V. Gorn ick ,  
- - -  

c. - 
Xomen i n  a Sexist S o c i e t y  

Freeman, e d .  , Xomn,  a-eminist  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  

3ec; ion 5 and  "-?lomen: Nine 3 e p o r t s  on R o l e ,  Image 



* 
S S ~ @ ~ ,  1 1 1  tht:  :surrlal of C ~ r m r l l c ~ t m ,  24 

S p r i n g  1974 ,  p. 102-155 % 

U 
I 

23. The O n t a r i o  S tudy  was r e p o r t e d  by Pyke i n  t h e  O n t a r i o  

P s y c h o l o g i s t ,  1974.- The o t h e r  r e s e a r c h  is i n  McArthur 

and  Resko,   h he P o r t r a y a l  o f  Men and  Women i n  American . 73 I 

T e l e v i s i o n  Commercials ,  J o u r n a l  o f  S o c i a l  P s y c h o l o ~ y ,  -- 

9 2 : 2 ,  December, 1 9 7 5 ,  p. 209-220. 

See Jo  Freeman "The S w i a l  C o n s t r u c t i m  of the Seeond 

Sex" 1970 ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  Know,qInc . ,  a n d  E s t h e r  
C 

G r e e n g l a s s ,  "The Psychology  o f  Women, o r  t h e  High 

C o s t  o f  Achievement" i n  Mary Lee S t e p h e n s o n ,  e d . ,  

women i n  Canada;  T o r o n t o ,  Nev P r e s s ,  1973 .  ' Both  - 
make r e f e r e n c e  t o  A l l p o r t ' s  work on p e r s o n a l i t y  @ 

- -- - - -  - -- - - ----- 

t r a i t s  r e s u l t i n g - f r o m  v i c t i m i z a t i o n .  

The q u o t e  is  from E l i z a b e t h  Janeway, Man's World,  
- d 

Woman's P l a c e ,  N e w  York,  D e l l  Pub. ,  1971, p . 9 8 .  

See a l s o  C h a p t e r s  E! - 11, o p . c i t .  

Main s o u r c e s  f o r  :his s e c t i o n  a r e :  Mary R i t c h i e  
- --- 

Key, ~ i l e 7 ~ e m a l e  Language,  c h a p t e r  1 0  and  Robin 

L a k o f f ,  Language and Women's P l a c e ,  p a r t  two. 



There a r e  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h i s  ' language o f  s u b m i s s i o n T  

which can  be c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t e r m s  of Mal inowski ' s  

c o n t e s t  o f  s i t u a t i o n  - t h a t  i s ,  we e a c h  have -a 

r e p e t o i r e  of b e h a v i o r s  t o  employ - t h e  c h o i c e  . 

depends upon t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  where t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e  and 

o f  a u t h o r i t y  ( i n  domenTs s p h e r e s )  may n o t  e x h i b i t  t h e  

r ange  o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  d e s c r i b e d .  See a l s o  J e s p e r s e n ,  ---. 

&Language, I t ' s  N a t u r e ,  Development and O r i g i n s ,  c h a p t e r  12 .  

G i l l e y  and Summers r e s e a r c h  is  i n  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  

Psvchology , 1970,  33-37. I c o m i d e r  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  

- a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  NomenTs c o n d i t i o n  o f  i n f e r i o r  s t a t u s .  

9 b v i o u s l y  we would be more c a r e f u l  a b o u t  u s i n g  h o s t i l e  
- - - - - - -  - - -- -- - - - - 

v e r b s  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  o u r  s u p e r i o r s .  See t h e  s e c t i o n L  

on c o r r e c t  language .  T e r e s a  B e r n a r d e z - B o n s a t t i  p r e s e n t e d  

a paper  on h e r  ~ o r k  t o  t h e  American P s y c h o l o g i c a l  
I 

. ~ s s ' o c i a t ' i o n  i n  1974. A summary is i n  Thorne and H e n l e y t s  , 

- Language and Sex: D i f f e r e n c e  and Dominance. Her 

c o n c l u s i o n  s h o ~ s  t h e  doub le  b ind  o f  women who a r e  

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  change t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  - h e a l t h y  f emale  

Key s u g g e s t s  o u r  language  is t h e  language  o f  apology.  



3 w a c k e r T s  a n d  Hirschrnan 's  r e s e a r c h  i s  r e p o r t e d  i n  . 

Thorne and  H e n l e y f s  Language and S e x :  D i f f e r e n c e  a n 4  

Dominance. - 

2 See a l s o  t h e  s e c t i o n  on s o u r c e  competence .  

S i e g l e r  and  S i e g l e r l s  r e s e a r c h  i s  i n  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  

P e p o r t ,  3 9 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  167-170 .  Krarner l s  f i r s t  r e s e a r c h  

on t h e  Ned Y s r k e r  c a r t o o n s  &as r e p o r t e d  i n  Psycho logy  

Today,  J u n e ,  1974. A c o m p l e t e  r e v i e w  o f  b o t h  s t u d i e s  

i s  i n  t h e  J c q r n a l  o f  P o p u l a r  C u l t u r e ,  8:3, 624-630. 
I 

n ~ e n e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s  on p o l i t e n e s s  a r e  : Robin  Lako f f  ,\ 
L a n g u a ~ e  and  XornanTs Pl-, - Cqsey M i l l e r  a n d  Ka te  

;*ift, h'ordj and Yomen. The New YO& Times r e p o r t e d  

gne example oZ :he m l a d y f i k e  l a n g u a g e  of Pi. 
- - L 

? i e t r u n t i .  She c a l l e d   he sch6L-1 board - - c h a i r m a n ,  

Xr. S e l l ,  3 i n g  S s ~ g  S e l l .  He'r s t o r y  and  t h e  a c c o u n t  . ,,-a 

- 
sf t h e  Trial 2f L r e z  G a r c i a  a r e  in-Words  and Xomen. 
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3 5 .  ' d o ~ d  o p . c i t . ,  A r g y l e ,  o p . c i t . ,  Zirnrnerman and  West ,  

113e$ r o l e s ,  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  and  s i l e n c e s  i n  c o n v e r s a t i 6 n v .  

I n  Thorne and  Henley  e d s . ,  Language and S e x :  D i f f e r e n c e  

and ,  Dominance. P h y l l i s  C h e s l e r  , "Mar r i age  and  Psychothera 'py"  

i n  The R a d i c a l  T h e r a p i s t ,  New' York,  B a l l a n t i n e ,  1971. 

- 36. s e r n a r d  men'ions h e r  r e s e a r c h  i n  h e r  book ,  The Sex 

rn , ~ a m e  c h a p t e r  s i x .  Nary E l lman ' s  q ~ o t e  is f rom h e r  - 7  

book ,  think in^ About Women, p .  148 .  See a l s o :  

< o l d b e r g ,  "Are Xomen p r e , j e d i c e d  a g a i n s t  ~ o r n e n ? " ,  

T r a n s a c t i o n ,  5 ,  1458, 28-30. P h e t e r s o n  e t  a i .  - 
h 
r 

7 1 Z v a l u a t i o n  o f  The pe r fo rmance  o f  women a s  a  f u n c t i o n  

o f  t h e i r  s e x ,  s c h i e v e m e ~ t  and  p e r s o n a l  h i s ~ o ? ~ . ~ ~  

J o u r n a l  o f  P e r s o n a l i t y  and  S o c i a l  P s y c h ~ l o g y  , 19, 
1971, 1 1 4 - l i ? .  Z o ~ g k  and A l l e n ,  "Is s h e  women's 

movement e r a s i n g  :he mark  o f  o p p r e s s i c n  f rom :he 

f e n a l e  p syche  :Jf l  The d o u r n a l  o f  P s y c h o l o g y ,  1 9 7 5 ,  2 9 ,  

2+0-258. L o y ~ e ~ s ; r ,  es a i .  , "Are W9nen s t i l l  p r e j u d i c e d  

against dsnier:  A r e ~ l i c a t i o n  and e x t e n s i o n  o f  G o i d b e r g t s  

+ I ,  - Y A d y . 7 1 ,  , : s ~ r n a l  2f F s y c h o i o g y ,  89, 1 9 7 5 ,  67-71. Chobot 

e' s l .  " ? r e  j l ~ d i c e  A g a i ~ s t  h-omen, a  r e p l i z a t l c n  and  

e r ? e ? s i c J n . " ,  T s y c h c i o g i c a l  R e p o r t s ,  3 5 ,  1 9 7 5 ,  47g .  



* 
7.- ?: - - 

c. 
t r a d i t i o n a l  s e x  r o l e s r t ,  J o u r n a l  ~f S o c i a l  I s s u e s ,  

3 2 : 3 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  133-141 .  Nancy Hen ley ,  "Power,  Sex and  

Non-verba l  Communica t ionn ,  B e r k e l e y  J o u r n a l  o f  S o c i o l o g y ,  

18,  1 9 7 3 ,  1-26. B i r d w h i s t l e ,  " M a s c u l i n i t y  and  f e m i n i t y  

a s  G i sp l ay l '  i n  K i n e s i c s  i n  C o n t e x t .  The d e f i n i t i o n .  o f  

charm i s  by Lynn 3 l C o n n o r ,  "Male dominance : t h e  n i . t t y ,  

g r i t t y  o f  o p p r e s s i o n . "  I t  A i n ' t  Me, Babe,  June  11, 78 

197C, 9-11. 

? ? .  See : Robert  3omner , P e r s o n a l  S p a c e ,  I r e n e  F r i e z e  

a n d  S. Rarnsey, o p . c i t .  The women i n t e r v i e w e d  were  on 
Y 

C E C  am r a d i o  e a r l y  i n  D c t o b e r ,  1976 .  They f e l t  t h e  

n e n T s  a t t i t u d e  x a s  t h a t  t h e  women were  n o t  s e r i o u s  i n  

+ i i e i r  a t t e m p t s  to e s t a b l i s h  a b u s i n e s s  - t h e y  were  . 

l - p l a y i n g l a t  i:. 

t 

* 

- 37. s e e :  A r g y l e ,  CIF. c i t . ,  P i ' l l e g r i n i  a n d  Empey, 

l l I ~ t ~ r ~ e r s c n s l  S p s t 2 a l  O r i e n t a t i o n  i n  Dyads,"  

- 
G C .  J :  Nancy E e n l e y ,  "The p o l i t i c s  o f  T C U C ~ ~ ~ ,  i n  P h i l  

E r g - m ,  e d . ,  R a d i c a i  P s y c h o i o ~ v ,  N . Y . ,  H a r ~ e r  and  Row, 

9 .  Soararb,  "A- e x p l a m t o r y  s t u d y  of Body-access*- - -- 

- 
ti;i:yrl c r i Z i s 9  Galurnal o f  S o c i a l  and  C l i n i c a l  P S V G ~ Q ~ O P . ~ ,  - 

5 ,  i?", 222-231, Fourard and  Rub in ,  115elf  d i s c l o s u r e  and  L k  

< 



t o u c h i n g :  a s t u d y  o f  two ~ o d e s  o f  i n t e r p e n a n a l  e n c o u n t e r  

and  t h e i r  i n t e r - r e l a t i o n t 1  J o u r n a l  o f  H u m a n i s t i c  

F ~ r g e  P i e r c y l s  S m a l l  Changes  was p u b l i s h e d  by  -_ 

Doubleday i n  1 9 7 3 ,  See a l s o  I r e n e  F r i e z e  and  Ramsey 

o p . c i t .  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  women's p o s t u r e ,  men s p r a d l .  

3 
See A r g y l e ,  e t  a l . ,  Gaze,  Mutua l  3aze  .. and P r o x i m i t y " ,  

b e h a v i o r  i n  a dyad as a f f e c t e d  by  i n t e r v i e d  c o n t e n t  

end  s ex  o f  r e s p s n d e n t t t .  J o u r n a l  of T e r s o n a l i t y  and 

7 r a c e s t 1 .  J o u r z a l  o f  P e r s o n a l i t y  and  s o c i a l  P s y c h o l ~ ,  

17, 1 9 7 1 ,  3:4-318. Shu i a rn i t h  F i r e s T s n e ,  ' J i a l e t i c  

of S e x ,  ~ . 9 2 .  

* 
44.  3spirTs q u z t e  is from D. E ~ n d e l b a u m ,  n d . ,  C u l t u r e ,  

Language and  B e r s o n a l i t y ,  l i n i t ~ e r s i t y  o f  Chicago  

press, 1956, p. 53-59 ,  N h c r f T s  . q u o t e  i s  f rom 

Language Tho -~gh+  and R e a l i t y ,  p .240.  See a l s o ,  Hymes, e d . ,  
e * 

L a n g ~ a g e  i n  C s J t u r e  and  j o c i e t y ,  Ha rpe r  a n d  Rod, 



1 9 6 4  - p a r t i c u l a r l y  Hyrnesl i n t r o d ~ c t ~ i o n  t o  t h e  
* / 

s e c t i o n  on N o r l d   vie^ a n d  grarnma i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s .  
2 2' 

The l a s t  q u o t e  is f h r n  ~~rnd. 118. 

4 5 .  See  3 e r n s t ~ i n l s  Class, Codes and  E e h a v i o r ,  Volumes 

one  a n d  t w ~ ,  London,  ? . o u t l e d g e ,  Kegan a n d  P a u l ,  

The q m t e  i s  from Volume o n e ,  F;.. 1 2 2 .  See a l s o  $0 

a 
3 e r r - i s ~ e i r - i ' ~  e s s 2 y ,  "Lan<uage* and  s o ~ i a l i z a t i o . n ~ ~ ,  i n  

Minnis, ed. , L i n ~ ~ i s t i c s  a t  Large. ,  P a l a d i n ,  ;. 225 ,242 ' .  

LC. ;ill J o h n s t u n  is a c o l u m n i s t  f o r  t h e  V i l l a g e  V o i c e .  

- !his 33075  c 3 m s  f r ~ m  h e r  b a o k ,  i u l l i b l e s  T r a v e l s ,  

L i n k s  Bogks ,  i.474, p . 1 4 0 .  The P o l a n y i  q u s t e  i s  f rom 

h i s  b o ~ k ,  P e r s o n s 1  X n o x l e d g e ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago 

?ress, F .  2 5es  t i 5  c h a p t e r  on a r t i c s l a t i o n  a n d  
4 

ie rorne  3 r - 2 r e r 1 s  e s s a y ,  "The c o n t r o l  o f  human b e h a v i o r f 1 ,  

- 
in h i s  book  ;n K c s f f i n g ,  H i r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  Cress, 1 9 6 2 .  

*+ i 

- - 
i t ,  serrs:e:cls  ;1;~?e is* f romr%language end s ~ c i a l i z a t i o n , ~ '  

F Fimis, 2 ~ . c i : . ,  229 ,  



See P h i l i p  A r l e T 7 E G k ,  C e n t u r i e s  o f  Chi ldhood- ,  V i n t a g e ,  , 

The p h r a s e  " ~ e t  n u r s e  and  sperm donorv  i s  f rom Sandra  and  

D a r y l  Bern, Homogenizing t h e  American Female,  Knox, I n c .  , 
1970. 

' *  . 
r t -  

See t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  M a r g a r e t  Mead's - book, ;ex and 
% 

T-erament i n  Thf-ee P r i m i t i v e  S o c i e t i e s .  - -- 

Tieil P o s t m a n ? ~  book,  Language i n  Amer ica ,  is  a good r e f e r -  
-- 

ence  on t h e  s u b , j e c t  o f  x o r d  n a g i c .  See a l s o  f i h r i o  

ikry R i  t c h i e  Xe-y, b !a l e /~em3le  Language,  p. 27. She a l s o  - 
€ 

g i v e s  t h e  exampla from t h e  Aztec  l a n g u a g e .  The A z t e c Y  

\a4 a god embodyizg b o t h  male and f e m a l e  e l e m e n t s  and  a n  
- 

- -- - - - 

appropr ia :e  ~ r c ~ 2 c - G  t o  d e s c f i ' o e  t h e  .god .  ~ i ~ l i s h  m i t e r s  

h2ve a s s i g n e d  t h i s  god male g e n d e r .  

See E l i z a b e t h  ;ar.e.deyts book ,  Yen's World,  Yomen*s P l a c e ,  

n . k a p t e r s  3 h 1S. F e t e r  g e r g e r ,  j o c i a l  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
--- 

Z e a l i t ~ ,  p. 72-79 - 

3 y Chicasz. ,  T t r o u g h  t h e  Flower ,  C h a p t e r s  7 & 8 ,  Wancy 

Ree-la, X o w n k i n d ,  Ch icago ,  k l d i n e - A t h e r t o n ,  1973, p. 83.  
0 



See Judy Zhicago  o p . c i t .  She d e s c r i b e s  t h e  Women's 

B u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  World F a i r  i n  Chicago i n  1893.  

Mainly  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  work o f  Susan  B.  
I 

~ ~ ? h o n ~  the b u i l d i n g  was d e s i g n e d  and managed by women 

a n d  housed  d i s p l a y s  o f  women's a c h i e v e m e n t s  t h r o u g h  

h i s t o r y .  Carolyn S i r d ,  Eorn Female,  p. 21.  

Oc tobe r  1 9 7 6 ,  r e p o r t  made p u b l i c  f rom t h e  F e d e r a l  

government  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  menTs  s a l a r y  is  *rc 
-- - 

. $ l1 ,009 ,  a v e r a g e  womenTs s a l a r y  is $5,000. 

The book is Rooms ~ ~ i t h  No View: A womanls Guide t o  --- - 
The Men's 7:Ior13 o f  t h e  N e d i s ,  e d .  S t r a i n c h a m p s ,  

N . Y . ,  E a r p e r ,  1974. The ,quote  i s  f rom t h e  i n t r o -  

d u c t i o n .  

See G i l l  J o h n s t o n T s  e s s a y ,  Women and F i l r n ' i n  h e r  book 

? u l l i b l e s  T r a v G .  A 1 1  q u o t e s  come f rom t h e r e .  --- 

See Zheiia Rowbo;ham's bczk Woirien: R e s i s t a n c e  & R e v o l u t i o n ,  

page 11. 



on  Thought,. ' 

63. See Thelma KcCormackls essay, ftTowards a n o n - s e x i s t  

p e r s p e c t i v e  on s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  changev i n  Another 

Voice ,  o p . c i t .  



~ p ~ e n d i x  9ne - F e m i n i s t ' s  Re -Vi s ions  
- 

r 

:#henT g i r l s  a r e  c o m f o r t e d  and  boys  i g n o r e d  o r  ridiculed 

when t h e y - c r y ,  f e m a l e s  o f t e n  grow up c r y i n g  d h e t h e r  - 

t h e y  want t o  o r  n o t .  And males  grow bp n o t - c r y i n g  - 
d h e t h e r  t h e y   ant t o  o r  n o t .  T h i s  g i v e s  men a  big 

power a d v a n t a g e ,  ( i t ' s  h a r d  f o r  a  b l u b b e r i n g  woman t o  84 
A q ~ p e z r - ~ ~ ~ a ~ ~ ~ d  c o n ~ ~ d e n t  v i s - a - v . i s  a  t i g h t  l i p p e d  

,' a . . *  

m a n )  b u t  l e a v e s  Zen w i t h  a n  o f t e n  p a i n f u l  l e e k  o f  
- - 

A 
.--- 

e m o t i o n a l  o u t l e t .  
- 

- - - - -  - 

T h i s  c r i p p l e d  e m c t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n  found  i n  m a l e s ,  

which I c a l l  t t e s t e r i a T . . . a c c o u n t s  i n  p a r t  f o r t h e  
t b 

2 b i l i t y  o f  t h e  male r u l i n g  c l a s s  t o  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  

c a l m l y  and m a t u r e l y  c a r r y  o u t  p l a n e t a r y  c a t a s t r o p h e .  
- 

Male i n v e n t i o n s ,  l i k e  d a r ,  c a p i t a l i s m ,  t o t a l i t a r i a n i s %  - - ' -  - --T 
-- 

i n d , u s t r i a l & s m ,  and  o t h e r  a t r o c i t i e s  a r e  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  

i f  m i l l i o n s  o f  e f f i c i e n t ,  ca lm,  ma tu re  male p e o p l e  
T "  

a r e  d i l < g e n t l y  r e p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  h e a l t h y  human emot ions .  

S i n c e  t h e  t u r n  o f  l n e  c e n t u r y  o v e r  50 m i l l i o n  human 
\ 

b e i n g s  have been s l a u g h t e r e d  i n  x a r  by p s y c h i a t r i c a l l y  

normal  male p e o p l e .  

l i n k e d  d 5 s e a s e  x h i c h  is  even  more s e ? ~ i c e a b l e  i o  t h e  



m a s c u l i n e  myst ique  - p e n i s o l e n c e  ... t h e  more a c t i v e  
- *_ 

phase  o f  male e m o t i o n a l  d i s e a s e  ... It i s  a pushy and 

- e v a s i v e  a t t e m p t  t o  m a s t e r  one ' s  own d i s t r s s  by m a s t e r i n g  
- 

- o the-r  peop le .  .- . '' 
J u l i  Loesch,  



We w k l l  be equc ,  we s a y  new man and-meww woman .---- - -- 

But what man am I e q u a l  t o  b e f o r e  t h e  l a w  o f  c o u r t  o r  custom? 

The s t a t e  owns my womb and hangs a  man's name on me 
; --a. 

Like  t h e  t a g s  hung on d o g s ,  m y  name is ,  p r o p e r t y  o f  . . . -3 
The language  b e t r a y s  u s  and r o t s  i n  t h e  mouth 

' B  

w i t h  i t s  a f t e r t a s t e  of m n a s t i h  ' sewers  on the- 
r' 

Even t h e  pronouns e a r  my tongue  w i t h  t h e i r  m e t a l  p l a t e s .  Y 
f'roInt)oing it  D i f f e r e n t l y ,  

t 

To Be o f  Use, p.56 



- - - -- - - 

T r y  t h i n k i n g  i n  f ema le  f o r  a moment. 

Imag ine :  Tha t  e v e r y t h i n g  you have e v e r  r e a d  u s e s  

o n l y  female  p ronouns ,  s h e ,  h e r ,  meaning b o t h  men and  

women. R e c a l l  t h a t  most o f  t h e  v o i c e s  on r a d i o  and  

f a c e s  on -TV a r e  f e m a l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when i m p o r t a n t  

e v e n t s  a r e  i n  t h e  news. R e c a l l  t h a t  you have o n l y  
8 7 

one male s e n a t o r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  you i n  Washington ( i f  p a  
- - 

i you  a r e  t empted  t o  l a u g h  and way t h a t  would l e a d  t o  

c a t a s t r o p h e ,  a s k  y o u r s e l f  where we a r e  now).  Imagine  

t h 2 t  women a r e  t h e  l e a d e r s ,  t h e  power c e n t r e s .  Men 

a r e  shown i n  f i l m s  o n l y  i n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  r o l e s  a s  

husband  and f a t h e r ,  o r  e l s e  a s  whore and  v e r y  n a s t y  

p e r s o n s .  Men a r e  s h o m  o n l y  i n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  f u n c t i o n s  

of t r y i n g  t o  a t t r a c t  women and  making t h e  wor ld  a  

c o m f o r t a b l e  p l a c e  f o r  wom F i lm  men who r e b e l  a g a i n s t  A- - - 

t h i s  d i e  v e r y  u g l y  d e a t m .  Women s t a r  i n  e l l  f i l m s  

o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x c i t e m e n t  o r  a d v e n t u r e .  Imagine 

t h a t  c o u n t l e s s  f i l m s  show men a s  s i m p l e  minded l i t t l e  

s e x  o b j e c t s ,  and you d e s p a i r  o f  f i n d i n g  a  s t r o n g  r o l e  

model f o r  y o u r  l i t t l e  boy ( f o r  whom you s e e  o t h e r  

f u t u r e s  t h a n  s l u t ,  b i t c h  o r  house -husband) .  Imagine  

t h a t  t h e  women i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  f i l m  i n d u s t r y  u s e  t h e i r  

power t o  r i d i c u l e  t h e  men's l i b e r a t i o n  movement. 
I -- - 

p r e s g n t i n g  themin f i l m s  a s  a  bunch o f  f r u s t r a t e d  s t u d s ,  

d e l u d e d  i n t o  t h i n k i n g  t h e y  can  be women, b u r n i n g  t h e i r  



j o c k s t r a p s  and waving  s i g n s  - b u t  a l w a y s  e n d i n g  up i n  t h e  

b o u d o i r  o f  a  c o n d e s c e n d i n g  woman, a lways  g i v i n g  up . 
t h e  s t r u g g l e  end b e i n g  h a p p i l y  s x b s e r v i e n t  t o  h e r .  

Then imagine  t h a t  i f  you compla in  you a r e  g i v e n ,  t h e  ,a -, 

b i o l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n :  by d e s i g n  f ema le  g e n i t a l s  

a r e  compact and  i n t e r n a l ,  p r o t e c t e d ' b y  h e r  body. 
--- 

A man's g e n i t a l s  arc exposed  and  must be p r o t e c t e d  8%- - 

f rom a t t a c k .  H i s  v u n e r a b i l i t y  r e q u i r e s  s h e l t e r i n g  - 
t h u s ,  i n  f i l m s ,  men must  n o t  be shown i n  u n g e n t l e m a n l i k e  

p r o f e s s i o n s .  , P s y c h o l o g i c a l  f i l m s  remind men o f  t h e i r  

c h i l d h o o d ,  when t h e i r  s i s t e r s  j e e r e d  a t  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  
L 

male  g e n i t a l s ,  which  ' f l a p  a round  f o o l i s h l y '  w h i l e  

t h e  s i s t e r s  c o u l d  r i d e ,  c l i m b  and  r u n  unencumbered. 

Men a r e  p a s s i v e ,  and  must  be shown t h a t  way i n  f i l m s ,  

t o  r e f l e c r  and p r o t e c t  r e a l i t y .  Anatomy i s  d e s t i n y . "  

: L 

Sharon  s m i t h s  

Quo ted  by Jill J o h n s t o n  

G u - l l i b l e s  T r a v e l s ,  
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