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1 h -  

British f of ubofaa f i c t i o n  - a c c u r a t e l y  c a p t u r e s  t h b  broad' - -  - 

. - o u t l i n e s  o f  B r i t i s h  C o f u a b i a n  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  Chinese- as - - 

d i c t a t e d  by t h e  s & i a l  and economic climate of t h e  province. 
* .  

British t o l u h b i a n s  a l r e a d y  possessed's n e g a t i v e -  image of C h i n e s e  

e v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  C h i n e s e  t h e m s e l v e s  a r r i v e d ,  However, b e c l u s e  t h e  . 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - P, 

first C h i n e s e  arrised uith _She gold rush when the p i c k i n g s  were - - _ _  

g o o d ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  d i d  n o t  p o s e  a p r o b l e a  and' t h e r e f o r e  d i d  n o t  

a t t r a c t  much a t t e n t i o n ,  h i t h o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  C h i n e s e  came i n  1858, 
\ 

t h e  first B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  n o v e l  t o ' r e f e r  t o  ea d i d  n o t  come \- 
off the press u n t i f  1896. As the e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o  \t, s w o r s e n e d  i n  

t h e  early years -of t h e  new c e n t u r y ,  anger and p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  - - 
LI 

C h i n e s e  i n c r e a s e d ;  n o v e l s  s u c h  a s  Jpmgt pf g o o t e n a y .  T l ~ g  winqqw . . 
I 

c h a r t  t h e  i n c r e a s i n a  a n t i - C h i n e s e  s e n t i m e n t s  of t h o s e  years. 

After t h e  E x c l u s i o n  i c t  of 1923 w h i c h  s t o p p e d  ~ h i n e s e  

i m a i q r a t i o n  i n t o  the country, a n t i - C h i n e s e  sentiments s l o w l y  - - - 

d e f i n i t e  .ore auap from s t e r e o t y p i n g  t o  more b a l a n c e d  
,' 

portrayals, As anger s l o i r 1 y  faded so d i d  i n t e r e s t .  E x c e p t  f o r  

tXe % E - o f T ~ U i  Tstlin-l, tIi3FITf-erar y f = o n € t r o n  f t o t  h e  

u t  rnc Ch-; L a ~ t e ~  ,- that u u l y  a feu 
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recent d i f f i c u l t  econoaic t i n e s ,  a t  least bne B r i t i s h  

writ& hasL alreadr r e t u r h e d  to the  stereotype: i l i l l i a m  &&$ell 
" Y "  

1 * 
-- - 

in wzge, - 
r' w ' a. 

*, 
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I w o u l d  

David S t o u c k  

thesis. 3 0 t h  

many h e l p f u l  

' h  . 
f _ -.i: 

3 ci,. +<> . . . 
- -- - like to thank bolth P r o f ,  Gordon E l l i o t t  and @KO•’: *"a . , -  

for t h e i r  k i d  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  c o a p l e t i o n  -of t h i s  
5 
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h e r e .  God has i n d e e d  be& g r a c i o u s ,  
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T h e  t r u e  l i t e r a t u r e  of e v e r y  c o u n t r y  c o m e s  oi$".-of t h e  

e x p - i e n c e s  of its p e o p l 4 ;  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  w h e t h e r  i t  lie good  
I ,  

o r  bad, s h o u l d  a c c u r a t e l y  ref lect  t h e  t h o u g h t s  aad f e e l i n g s  of 
- - - 

t h e  n a t i o n  f o r  o n 1 7  i f  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  a r e  c a p t u r e d  

can the p e o p l e  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  w h a t  i s  w r i t t e n .  B r i t i s h  C o l u n b i a n  
- -5 

* .  - - f F c t Z o n - - a r I e a s t  a cc i i j r f aTe1y  r e f e c -  WritrshColnsbian a t t i t u d e s , ,  
- - . >-< - - - - - - - > - 

t o w a r d s  C h i n e s e  and  for t h a t  r e a s o n  may be c o n s i d e r e d  t r u e  - 

l i t e r a t u r e ,  However ,  l i t e r a t u r e  can a l s o  b e  u s e d  t o  c h p n g e  . 

p r e s e n t e d  an& e m p h a s i z e d  d i f f e r e n t  i m a g e s  of C h i n e s e  i n  o r d e r  t o  
- e 

change B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  a t t i t u d e s ,  
C 

I n  each n o v e l ,  sany f a c t o r s  r e v e a l  t h e  a t t i t u d e  t o v a r d s  

C h i n e s e ,  F i r s t  is b a c k g r o u n d ,  H i s t o r i c a l l y  ~ r i t i s h  C o l u a b i a  has 

held d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e s  towards C h i n e s e  a t  d i f f e r e n t  places and 

d u r i n g  d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d s ,  so t h a t  c h o i c e  of s e t t i n g ,  t h o u g h  n o t  

a d e t e r m i n a n t ,  s t r o n g l y  affects  t h e  a t t i t u d e  p o r t r a y e d .  S e c o n d  
- - - - - -  

is t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o r  n s n - i n t e g r a t i o n .  o f  C H i n e s e  i n t o  t h e  p l o t  

a n d  t h e m e ,  T h i r d  is the c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  i n  n o v e l s , ,  

* w h e t h e r  f l a t  o r  r o u n d ,  minor or rajor,  g o o d ,  e v i l  or human, -  

T h e  most i m p o r t a n t  o v e r a l l  f a c t o r , ' h o w e ~ e r ,  is t h e  a u t h o r ' s  

language,  C h o i c e  of e x p r e s s i o n ,  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  w o r d s ,  pkases a n d  

emphas i s  o n  p a r t i c a l a r  p o i n t s  a l l  c l ea r ly  r e v e a l  a t t i t u d e s  

t o w a r d s  C h i n e s e .  S o m e t i n e s  t h e  a u t h o r  i n  h i s  l a n g u a g e  

u n c o n s c i o u s l y  r e v e a l s  h i s  own d e e p l y  rooted f e e l i n g s ,  
-- - - 

t h o u g h t s  



b 

- - - L -- - -- -- - -- - ---- - - 

s n d  attitudes, a t t i t u d e s  which-hat a r r t h o r  h i a s d f  may b e  - 

/ 

a u t h o r  c o n s c i o u s l y  uses l a n g u a g e  t o  create a n d  e v e n  t o ~ s e l l  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  i m a g e .  

Before 1858, w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  I n d i a n s ,  t h e  ~ r i t i s h  

c o l o n y  o n  t h e  Best C o a s t  of N o r t h  Aeerica was a small C a u c a s i a n  
9 

world;  C h i n a  a n d  C h i n e s e  were f a r  a w a y  a c r o s s  t h e  p a c i f i c  ~ c e a n , . ~ ; ~ ~  
I 

W e n  t h o u g h  aware of ~ n g l a n d ' s  a l m o s t  t w e n t y - y e a r  o l d - s t r u g g l e  

w i t h  C h i n a  f o r  t r a d i n g  p r i v i l e g e s ,  t h e  s t a u n c h  B r i t i s h  r e s i d e n t s  

Pl of F o r t  V ic to r i a  h s d . n o  r e a s o n  t o  write e x t e n s i v e l y  a b o u t  t h e  * . ,  - 
- 

Orientals. f n  T853, 6ove~cr ,  CfXnese were a m o n g  t h e  f i r s t  

i m a i g r a n t s  t o  t r i c k l e  i n t o  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  w i t h  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  

of g o l d  o n  t h e  F r a s e r  R i v e r  i n  J u n e .  I n  a f e w  m o n t h s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  

of w C e l e s t i a l s w  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  h a d  s w e l l e d  t o  h u n d r e d s ;  by  

1570, t h e r e  were 1,548,l nos t  of t h e a  s l 6 p p e d  a w a y  t o  t h e  
J 

w q o l d - f l e c k e d  b a r s w  o f  t h e  P r a s e r  w h i l e  6 t h e r i  s e t t l e d  i n t o  

f a r m i n g  a n d  some b e c a m e  washmen,  h o u s e - s e r v a n t s  o r  m e r c h a n t s . *  
. s 

~ h i n e s e  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  a f a a i l i a r  s i g h t  t o .  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n s .  

- ~ r i t i s h  C o l u a b i a n s  a l r e a d y  p o s s e s s e d  a m e n t a l  i m a g e  o f  

C h i n e s e  b e f o r e  t h a t  f i r s t  C h i n e s e  m i n e r  came i n t o  V i c t o r i a  f r o m  

1 U y n n e ,  R.E., Emtog Q u g  gg iag~e  i n  &hg g g c & f &  1~r&hes& 
a n d  B r i t A s h  C o l n m b i a  185%- 191 0, Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  --- ------ -------- ------ 
o f  Washington, 1964, p.497. See Appendix  1, 

2 n o r t o n ,  J a a e s ,  f& the p a  of sg314& t~qggr&iig, ( V a n c o u v e r :  
3.3.D~ T s L t d , ,  I%?&), p.7, W]rsnes s f i g u r e s  s a y  rtrrt be - - - - -  

a c c u r a t e  B o r t o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  f i g u r e s  may h a v e  b e e n  exaggerated, 
or some a r r i v a l s  r a y  h a v e  been  u n r e p o r t e d ,  Als * .  o, no of f lc ial  
r e c o r d s  were k e p t  of C h i n e s e  who walked across the b o r d e r ,  who 
d e p a q t e d  f o r  C h i n a  a n d  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  or  who s i a p l y  d i e d .  



Sa.n F r a n c i s c o ,  d i q h t  f r o n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  ~ i c t o r i a n s  t r e a t e d  
- - -- 

c h i n e s e w i t h  a n  @ i a e e ' d i a t e  3 i s d a i n w  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  almost  a 

c e n t u r y ,  T h i s  a t t i t u d e  d i d  not s p r i n g  o u t  of t h e  b l u e  b u t  

emerged f r o m  c e n t u r i e s  of w e s t e r n  h i s t o r y ,  S t u a r t  C r e i  t o a  + 
Hiller i n  Thg u n w e l c u m  h g ~ q g p g t  s t a t e s  t h a t  h i s t o r i c & l , l y  t h e  

West ha s  b o t h  i d e a l i z e d  a n d  s c o r n e d  C h i n a . =  E a r l y  t r a v e l l e r s  . 
J e s u i t  n i s s i o n a r i e s ,  a n d  t r a d e r s  b r q u q h t  b a c k  - f & v o u r a b l e  

- - + - - 

a c c o u n t s  of C h i n 3 * s  a n c i e n t  gireatness, h o a r y  u i g d o m ,  c u l t u r e ,  

s p l e n d o u r ,  e q u i t a b l e  system of j u s t i c e ,  w e l l - e q u i p p e d  a n d  v a s t .  

army a n d  n a v y ,  systea of g o v e r n m e n t ,  l a w ,  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y . *  I n  
- 

- -- - 
- - 

- -- 
- 

t t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h i s  i a a g e  was r e p l a c e d  b y  one o f  a v i l e ,  

. h e a t h e n ,  s t a g n a t i n g ,  p e r v e r s e ,  s e m i - c i v i l i z e 3  a n d  o v e r - p o p u l a t e d  

C h i n a .  E n q l i s h  a n d  A m e r i c a n  t r a d e r s ,  s o m e  P r o t e s t a n t  

m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  a n d  d i p l o m a t s  r e g a r d e d  Chinese a s  r i d i c u l o u s l y  

c l a d ,  s u p e r s t i t i o n - r i d d e n ,  d i s h o n e s t ,  c r a f t y ,  c r u e l  a n d  

uh iS-qcdA2-  c o w a r d 1 r--In ~ t h ~ e e y e 4 1 _ s f n l h Y i Y i n n ~ - k h e D ~  - - - - - - - - - 

* 
i m a g e  f l o u r i s h e d  w i y h  t h e  a i d  of t h e  p e n n y  p r e s s  a n d  t h e  a d v e n t  

of t h e  mass media, British C o l u a b i a n s  were a w a r e  of a n d  s h a r e d  

i n  t h i s  w i d e s p r e a d  c o n s e n s u s : . a b o u t  C h i n e s e , .  a c o n s e n s u s  

t e s t i f i e d  t o  b y  t h e  ~ n c y c l o & g d i ~  ggjtqnnjcp: a C h i n a a a n  i s  
I 

R c o . l d ,  c u n n i n g  and  d i s t r u s t f u l ;  a l w a y s  r e a d y  t o  t a k e -  a d v a n t a g e  

of those h e  h a d  t o  d e a l  with; e x t r e m e l y  c o v e t o u s  a n d ' d e c e i t f u l ;  

= q u a r r e l s o m e ,  v i n d i c t i v e ,  b u t  t i m i d  a n d  d a s t a r d l y ,  A C h i n a m a n  i n  



- L - 

off ice is a st-ra nge -cc+rpou& o f - i n s o k n c e  ami xemess.  It33 - -- -- --  

E r a n k s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  have a total d i s a x p x 3  fnr trath.A- - - 

From t h e  f i r s t  a r r i v a l ,  t h g  C h i - s e  uere suspect. However, 
* 

2 t h e s e  s u s p i c i o n s  were l a t e p t ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  i m m i g ? r a t i o n  increased 
f 

d a i l y ,  , n o  s e r i o u s  problems d e v e l o p e d .  C h i n e s e  h o u s e b o y s  were 

i n i t i a l l y  made wefcoher indeed, t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of a C h i n e s e  

h o u s e - s e r v a n t  became a s o u g h t - a f t e r  s t a t u s  sy8bol.Having C h i  ese 
x r 

- -- --  -- 

m a r e  t- g a r d e n e r s  and-?ea3Iers a l s o  ~Leased 3 f i t i s h  C o l u e b i a n s .  

B e s i d ' e s ,  b e i n g  c o o k s ,  h o u s e - s e r v a n t s ,  l a u n d r y m e n  a n d  

market-gardeners,,Chinese workers were i n  fish c a k e r i e s ,  i n  

- - -3 s h e s  -f;'f*- Z a b m r  - i f S s r a r g i S y - - p p  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the building of t h e  G r a n d  T r u n k  Road froa t h e  
&' 

s o u t h  of th'e P r a s e r  t o  Hope; d u r i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  

C a n a d i a n  P 3 c i f i c  R a i l w a y ,  t h o u s a n d s  of C h i n e s e  worked o n  t h e  

r a i l w a y  lines, ?!he c h e a p e r  C h i n e s e  labour w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

-- pour i n t o  B r i t i s h  Columbia  f r o a  C h i n a  soon c o s p e t e d  a i r e c t l y  , 

--- pp - - - - 

w i t h  v h i t e  l a b o u r .  l b i s  c o m p e t i t i o n  quickly aroused 3 n t i - C h i n e s e  

s e n t i m e n t s ,  always  greatest i n  t h e  t o w n s  i n t o  w h i c h  C h i n e s e  w e r e .  

f i r s t  imported a s  cheap l a b o a r ,  

F r u s t r a t e d  by a   om in ion g o v e r n m e n t  v h i c b  r e f u s e 3  t o  l i a i t  

the e n t r a n c e  of "Chi ,nese  cooliesH a n d  by a class of greedy 

b u s i n e s s ~ e n  who preferred higher p r o f i t s  to h i r i n g  u h i t e  l a b o u r ,  

B r i t i s h  C o l a a b i a n s  voiced t h e i r  i n c r e a s i n g  hostility t o  Chinese 

t h r o u g h  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  politicians, Ybereas tiass & ~ - ~ r & t ~  - 

allowed B r i t i s h  C o l a a b i a n s  t o  be r e l a t i v e l y  objec t ive ,  t ine% of  
- -- --------------- f-- 

5 - C h i n a w ,  Encrclopaeae B r i t a n n i c a  7 t h  e d i t i o n  V o l , B I ,  (1842) .  



econoaic h a r f i s k i p  3vakened  memories of t h e  semi-civilized, 
- ~ _ -  - - -  -------------.---p 

, perverse and f i l t h y  Chinese, and t h u s  brought t o  surface, t h o s e  

l a t e n t  racisf  prejrr4ices. I c o m a o n  cry was t h a t  H o n g o l i a n  

Labourerm h a s  # n o  wife  3rd children t o  feed a n d  c l o t h e  and 

educate, no c h u r c h  to aaintain, no Sunday clothes t o  buy, saves 

n e a r f ~  a l l  ne e a r n s ,  is a u s e l e s s  member of s o c i e t y  and f i n a l l y  
9 

carr ies  v i t h  &As al; his b o l r d i n ~ s  h o k  t o  t h i n a m m *  
4 - - - - 

A t t e n t i o n ,  therefore, f o c u s s e d  on t h e  vices of C h i n e s e .  
> 

Pear and s u s p i c i o 3  exaqgera ted  the e n o r a i t y  o f , t h o s e  v i c e s :  

Chinese b r o t h e l s  Y e r s  sore  e v i l  than whit 
-- - -- -- - -- - - -- - - - -- - - - - - -- - - - - -- 

c i r c u l a t e d  a b o u t  3ecent white ladies 

worse t h a n  d e a t h m  a n 3  of i n n o c e n t  y o u t h s  being t e m p t e d  3 n d  

t a i e t e 3 ,  L i v i n g  cun5itions i n  C h i n a t o w n  a l s o  d i s y u s t e 3  whites: 

- 3  s s a l I  home w i l l  shelter twenty  ~ h i n e s e - G o  rill sleep four in 

a bed i n  a n  atmosphere t h a t  would s t i f l e  a w h i t e  p e r s o n . " *  

f y Z e 5 ,  hu?ln-ezc~e~~nt~in t h e i r  v e g ~ f a b l e  plots-,- 

p r o B o t e 3  O D ~ U P ;  one, s ~ l i t a r y  c a s e  of s u s p e c t e 3  leprosy sparked 

uidespread + f e a r s  of an e p i - d e s i c ,  3 r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n s  thought of '  

* M O T ~ O B ;  p . 3 7 .  

+ Ibid., p.59. T h i s  t e r ~  "whi ten is a diT f"--- i c u l t  tera to  use, 
Thoogh a r a c i s t  word referring t o  the skin-colour of C a u c a s i a n s ,  
it is acceptable and is f r e g u e n t l y  u s e d  e v e n  by  C a u c a s i a n s :  f o r  
example, here by norton, T e t  the similar t erm w y e l l o u u  uhen 
applied t o  C h i n e s e  i s  d e r o g a t o r y ,  The d i f f e r e n c e  l i e s  i n  the 
d i f f e r e n t  connotatiocs behind t h e  words, " Y h i t e "  c o n j u r e s  t h e  

ef wzsk-efzf s t i p r i o r i t y  an& poner+ as in Lothrop- - - 

Stoddardfs a e  rlpiaz t i d e  of tofmir aqaat w h i t s  
-- 

- -p~rn-- uhereas m y e l l o u r n  c o n j a r e s  t h e  picture of hordes 
of a n s a n i t a r y  a n d  i aaarh l  Asjans. Since the term " w h i t e H  is 
acceptable, t h i s  st ad^ w i l - 3  c o n t i n u e  i n  u s i n g  i t  a l t h o u g h  

out the connotation of s u p e r i o r i t y  or-power, 



-- - -- -- 
s y m p a t h e t i c  towards Chinese s " s h o u t e d  down w i t h  cr ies of 4 * - * -  

-) * ' H u r l  h i m  from our m i d s t !  l e t  t h e  s l a v e  o w n e r s  l o o k  a f t e r  t h e  

sla~es.*~a A n c u s p a p e r  p r ~ c l a i m e d  t h a t  " C h i n a t o w n  is u n i v ~ r s a l l y  

v o t e d  a n u i s a n c e , , , i n  every s h a p e ,  s e n s e  or  m a n n e r .  Pigs a r e  f e d  1 

i n  t h e  s t ree t s  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  b u i l d i n g s ;  t h e r e  is n o  r e g u l a r  , 

s i d e w a l k ,  the drainage".h,corrupted w i t h  a n i s a l s ,  a n d  e v e r y  kind 

of f i l t h ;  i n  s h o r t ,  e v e r y  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  d i s a g r e e a b l e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of a s e s i - b a r b a r o u s  r a c e  is p r e s e n t  i n  

C h i n a t o w n o n 9  A n o t h e r  --- - n e w s p a p e r  - - - e v e n  - c o n d e m n e d  the f o r a e r l y  - - - -- 

e x a l t e d  h o u s e - s e r v a n t s :  m a  C h i n e s e  b o y  b r o u g h t  u p  i n . a n  E n g l i s h  

f a s i l g  a n d  treated with t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  most E n g l i s h  peoplo  
% 

1s h a v e  for t h e i r  awn s e r v a n t s ,  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  Secoae a t t a c h e d  

t o  t h e  f a m i l y n ;  i n s t e a d ,  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n s  see t h e m  3 s  p l a n n i n g  

and e x e c u t i n g  #aa r3ers  and  r o b b e r i e s . " l O  

C h i n e s e  l o u d  a n d  clear d u r i n g  t o u g h  e c o n o m i c  t i a e s ,  s e l d o m  d i d  

the aver3ge m i d d l e - c l a s s  a r i t i s h  C o l u a b i a n  r a i s e  a h a n d  a g a i n s t  

a n y  C h i n e s e .  R a i l r o a 3  l a b o u r e r s ,  c h i l d r e n  a n 3  t e e n a g e r s ,  

however, o f t e n  physically - a b u s e 3  t h e a ,  someti  s b u r n e d  them o u t  % 
of t h e i r  h o m e s  or  r a n  them o u t  of t o w n .  T h e  most f r e q u e n t  

incidents were of Chinese b e i n g  b e a t e n ,  h i t  w i t h  s n o w b a l l s  o r ,  

----------- - - - - -- 

8 Ibis,, p.138. 
- - - - 

9 1bld.p 7.23.  . 
1 0  Ibid,, D. 157 

'-7 
- 



in ane instance i n  Y a n a i m o ,  g e l t a d  w i t h  c h u n k s  of c o a l a l l _  

ti0 n o v e l i s t s  w r i , t i n g  before  1896 made a n y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

C h i n e s e ,  T h i s  s i l e n c e  i s - n o t  s u p r i s i n g ,  f o r  a l t h o u g h  C h i n e s e  P -  

made up  18 p+ cent o c  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  S r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  

i n  1 5 7 0 ,  t h i s  f i g u r e  3 r o p p e d  t o  8 - 7 9  pe r  c e n t  i n  1881 a n d  from 

t h e n  o n  s t e a d i l y  d e c r e a s e d  t o  4.9 p e r  c e n t  i n  1 9 2 1 . l z  

F u r t h e r a o r e ,  t h e  f i r s t  C h i n e s e  i a ~ i g r a n t s  w e r e - m a i n l y  - 

g o l d - m i n e r s ,  l a u n d r y s e n ,  h o u s e b o y s ,  c o o k s ,  m a r k e t - g a r d e n e r s  o r  

m e r c h a n t s ;  o n l y  n o v e l i s t s  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h e r e  

Few writers c a m e  i n t o  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  C h i n e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s :  

writers h e a r d  s t o r i e s , m b o u t  t h e m ,  r e a d  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  
#' ,/ -' 

t h e .  o r  l a y b e  sadthema from across t h e  s t reet .  O f  t h o s e  writers 
, , 

who did d e a l  v i t h  C h i n e s e  o n  a p e r s o n a l  b a s i s ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
'P 

w a d  al~ost u n f a i l i n g l y  b a s e 3  o n  business: @ a s t e r  o r  mistress t o  
-- -- - - -- 

v e n d o r ,  T h e  f i r s t  n o v e l  v i t h  a  m e n t i o n  of C h i n e s e  i s  

T h e  m a d o n n a  of 2 h y  b y  Lily D o u g a l l  i n  1 8 9 6 .  Fros 1996 t i l l  t h e  --- ------- 
p r e s e n t ,  a t o t a l  of f o r t y  novels r e f e r r i n g  t o  C h i n e s e  e m e r g e d . 1 3  

The very e x i s t e n c e  o f  such a m e a g r e  n u a b e r  of n o v e l s  a o s t  o f  

which h a v e  b u t  p a s s i n g  a c k n o w l e d g r e n t s  of t h e  presence of 

C h i n e s e  i n  the o n e - a n d - a - q u a r t e r  c e n t u r i e s  of C h i f i e s e  h i s t o r y  i n  

1 2  See Appendix 1= - - -  

i 

1 3  A12 the s a i n  r p v e l s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  -- - t o  C h i n e s e  have  b e e n  
-- 

included i n  this s t u d y .  A l t h o u g h  o t h e r  n o v e l s  aay exist, t h e y  
h a v e  n o  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  C h i n e s e  and  t h e r e f o r e  w i l l  n o t  
a f f e c t  t h i s  s t u d y .  See A p p e n d i x  2 f o r  a l ist o f  t h e  f o r t y  
n o v e l s .  



B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  a t t e s t  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  lack of i m p o r t a n c e  of 
- - - -- - - 

~ h i n e s e  t o  w h i t e  British C o l u a b i a n s ,  a n d  t o  w h i t e  B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a n  writers. 

a e t w e e n  1896 and t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n  f o r t i e s ,  n i n e t e e n  w$i=h?rs 

p r o d u c e d  t w e n t y - e i g h t  n o v e l s .  O n l y  i n  t e n  of t h e s e  n o v e l s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  d o  C h i n e s e  play s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e s .  Of t h e  r e m a i n i n g  

n o v e l s ,  r e f e r e n c e s  range froa  a passing a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  - t o  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  of C h i n e s e  t o  sca t t e red ,  t h o u g h  r e v e l a t o r y ,  s t a t e m e n t s  

about C h i n e s e  by both t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  n o v e l  a n d  t h e  a u t h o r  

h i e s e l f .  T h e  f r e q u e n c y  of n o v e l s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  f i f t y - y e a r  

p e r i o d  p e a k s  from 1 9 1 9  t o  1 9 2 1 :  f i v e  n o v e l s  i n  - t h r e e  y e a r s -  

E x c e p t  i n  t h o s e  n o v e l s  b y  E t h e l  W i l s o n ,  C h i n e s e  d i s a p p e a r  f r o m  

t h e  l i t e r a r y  scene f o r  a period o f  s i x t e 2 n  y e a r s ,  u n t i l  1 9 6 2 .  

Yet when t h e y  d o  r e a p p e a r ,  Chinese a r e  s t i l l  g e n e r a l l y  r e l e g a t e d  

t o  a i n o r  and  s t e r e o t y p e d  ro les ,  

c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n s  p a i d  t o  C h i n e s e ,  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  1058,  t h e y  t o o k  o v e r  t h i r t y y f i v e  

years t o  e m q e  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  N o v e l s  m e n t i o n i n g  C h i n e s e  

P c o n t i n u e  t o  a p p e a r  s p o r a d i c a l l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .  T h e n ,  b e t w e e n  
. * 

1 9 1 9  a n d  1 9 2 3  i n c r e a s i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  O r i e n t a l s  f r o m  v e t e r a n s  

a n d  b u s i n e s s s e n  came a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  p o s t - u a r  s c a r c i t y  of 

j o b s . 1 4  D u r i n g  t h e  war C h i n a s e  h a d  t a k e n  g r e a t e r  c o n t r o l  of t h e  
- 

fruit 3 n 3  vegetable business: 90 per cent of t h e  p r o d u c e  
- - - - - ~  - -  

s u p p l i e d  t o  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  ~ a r k e t  was C h i n e s e - g r o w n ;  more t h a n  55 



p e r  cent o f  t h e  p o t a t o e s . 1 5  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h i s  - k i n d  - were p r i n t e d  

b o l d l y  i n  the n e w s p a p e r s  f o r  e v e r y  c i t i z e n  t o  r e a d .  - 
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  h i g h  a n t i - O r i e n t a l  f e e l i n g s  

i n c r e a s e d  a n d  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  E x c l u s i o n  Act o f  1 9 2 3 .  

T h e  British C o l u e b i a n  l i t e r a r y  f r o n t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  p o s t - w a r  

c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  C h i n e s e .  C h i n e s e  p l a y  s u b s t a n t i a l  r o l e s  i n  

n o v e l s  r e l e h s e d  i n  t h e  i f m e d i a t e  p r e - E x c l u s i o n  Act y e a r s :  S i n g  - 

'r 

a n d  Tom i n  F r e d e r i c k  H i v e n ' s  Thg h d p  _of &kg ~ggss&gq ( 1 9 1 9 ) ,  

R o b e r t  V z t s o n ' s  Thg sgoileeyg pf 249 v a l l e p  ( 1 9 2 1 ) ;  H i l d a  

G l y n n - W a r d  i n  The w r & t i n q  _on &kg ( 1 9 2 1 )  takes o n  t h e  w h o l e  

C h i n e s e  c o m m u n i t y ,  h e r  n o v e l  b e i n g  w h o l l y  c e n t e r e d  u p o n  t h e  

i s s u e  o f  C h i n e s e  i a m i g r s t i o n .  T h i s  s u d d e n  e m e r g e n c e  o f  a b a t c h  

of novels w h i c h  p u s h e s  C h i n e s e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  of 
- - -- - - - -- -- 

a t t e n t i o n  c l e a r l y  ref lects  t h e  p e a k i n g  o f  a n t i - C h i n e s e  f e e l i n g s  

d u r i n g  t h o s e  y e a r s ,  

V i t h  t h e  E x c l u s i o n  Act, E r i t i s h  C o l u r n b i a n s  c o u l d  res t  f r o m  

t h e i r  w o r r i e s  t h a t  t h e i r  p r o v i n c e  w o u l d  b e c o m e  " t h e  d o m a i n  

o f . . . y e l l o w  races , I f l6  A s  a r e s u l t ,  b o t h  t h e  n u m b e r  of n o v e l s  a n d  

t h e  a n t i - C h i n e s e  s e n t i m e n t s  e x p r e s s e d  s l o w l y  d e c r e a s e d  i n  the 

y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  E x c l u s i o n  A c t .  f o r  a b r i e f  p e r i o d  f r o m  1928  t o  

1937, h o w e v e r ,  s t t e n t i o n  a g a i n  f o c u s s e d  o n  C h i n e s e  b e c a u s e  they 



i n t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  w h i t e  b u s i n e s s m e n .  T h i s  t e m p e s t  b l e w  o v e r  
- -  - - -- - - - - -- 

a s  C h i n e s e  becase  w e s t e r n i z e d .  l 7  T h e  S e c o n d  itor14 War f u r t h e r  

o c c u p i e d  t h e  m i n d s  o f  v h i t e  B r i t i s h  C o l n e b i a n  r e s i d e n t s ,  a n d  

r e m o v e d  t h e  s p o t l i g h t  f r o a  C h i n e s e ,  As time p a s s e d ,  a new 

+ 
g e n e r a t i o n  of  b o t h  w h i t e  a n d  C h i n e s e  were b o r n ,  r a i s e d  a n d  

e d u c a t e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  o f  t h e  

c p n s t a n t  a g i t a t i o n  e a r l i e r  c a u s e d  by r e p e a t e d  a t t e m p t s  t o  
- -- - - 

l e g i s l a t e  C h i n e s e  o u t  o f  t h e  c o u q t r y . 1 8  I n  t h e  same way a s  t h e  

newspapers h a d  l o s t  t h e i r  v o i c e s  o n  t h e  i s s u e  of C h i n e s e  

i n a i q r a t i o n  a f t e r  1 9 2 3 ,  s o  too  a s i l e n c e ,  e x c e p t  b y  E t h e l  
- 

S i l s o n ,  f e l l  u p o n  t h e  l i t e r a r y  f r o n t  a f t e r  1 9 4 6 ,  a s i l e n c e  t o  

l a s t  u n t i l  t h a t  new g e n e r a t i o n  b e c a m e  m a t u r e  e n o u g h  t o  b e g i n  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  i n  1962.  

Of t h e  twenty-nine authors who s i n c e  1896 h a v e  w r i t t e n  w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  C h i n e s e ,  o n l y  a h a n d f u l  h a v e  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

li-ts ra r y s t a n d  i h ~ +  S O - 2  &#a-~--suCk-ii 5- H - i k l  d L y - ~ - ~ = U a f d ~ h L e  x - 

P h i l i p ,  R o y  V. B r a n d o n ,  C h a r l o t t e  G o r d o n  a n d  3-9 .  G a u n t  a r e  n o t  

e v e n  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  Litguap h i s t o r y  qf Canada e d i t e d  b y  C a r l  
- 

F. K l i n c k .  A l t h o u g h  some s u c h  a s  F r e d e r i c k  H i v e n ,  L i l y  D o u g a l l  

a n d  Robert E. K n o w l e s  were p r o l i f i c ,  f e u  were g o o d ;  many wrote 

s e n s a t i o n a l  m e l o d r a m a  o r  d i d a c t i c  a n d  m o r a l i s t i c  f i c t i o n  t h a t  

f a l l s  f a r  b e l o w  a r t .  O n l y  F r e d e r i c k  N i v e n ,  B e r t r a n d  8 .  S i n c l a i r ,  

A l a n  S u l l i v a n ,  H. A l l e r d a l e  G r a i n g e r ,  E t h e l  W i l s o n  a n 3  U a r g a r e t  

L a u r e n c e  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  any l i t e r a r y  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  ------------------ 
' zbig. , p.  249. 

1 6  m., p. 242.  



M i t t  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of t h e  s m a l l  n u a b e r  of n o v e l s  i n  w h i c h  
- - - - p- - - - - 

C h i n e s e  p l a y  a wore s i g n i f i c a n t  ro le ,  most B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  

a u t h o r s  d e a l  w i t h  C h i n e s e  o n l y  i n  p a s s i n g ,  C h i n e s e  r e s t a u r a n t s  

a p p e a r  f r e q u e n t l y ,  a n d  i n  a. ~ f l e r d a l e  G r a i n g e r ' s  ldp3~gmg of 

t h e  west c h o p s t i c k s  i n  a s e c l u d e d  l u m b e r  camp a r e  e n o u g h  t o  --- ---- 
a t t e s t  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  p e r v a s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e . 1 9  Host 

a u t h o r s  u s e  _ C h i n e s e  f o r  l o c a l  c o l o u r ,  t o  g i v e  a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  t o  - 

F 

be p a r t  of t h e  s c e n e r y ,  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  p l o t . 2 0  H i s  

p r e s e n c e  i s  a c k n o w l e d g e d ,  but m e r e l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d .  H e  h a s  n o  

face, n o  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  characteristics, n o  t h o u q k t s  or 

f e e l i n g s :  i n d e e d ,  f r e q u e n t L y  h e  d o e s  n o t  e v e n  h a v e  a name.  He is  
D 
-9 

j u s t  3n " a n t i q u a t e d  C h i n e s e  cookm b h o  comes o u t  o f  a d o o r  i n  

H i v e n ' s  $is hqney; I t a n  i c y  John C h i n a m a n ,  w h o s e  O r i e n t a l  a r t  i n  

c o o k i n g ' w a s  t h e  e n v y  o f  e v e r y  o t h e r  c h e f  i n  L i l t o n "  i n  B r a n d o n ' s  

A r i v e r  of q u  ; Lawanness "Chinese b o y H ,  o t h e r w i s e  known a s  - ---- 

" t h e  C h i n a m a n  w a s h i n g  f o r  g o l d  o n  t h e  b a n k s  of t h e  F r a s e r n ,  n t h e  

C h i n a m a n  .,. weeding t h e  f lower  b o r d e r s , l l  " t h e  C h i n e s e  c o o k  i n  

t h e  b i g  s u m m e r  k i t c h e n n  i n  Julia g . H e n s h a w g s  Yhy qpr ~ q g g t h g p g t .  - 
I n  p&pdd C h a r l o - t t e  Gordon is t y p i c a l  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u a b i a n  

writers i n  t h a t  h e r  few r e f e r e n c e s  t o  C h i n e s e  p l a c e  t h e m  a s  p a r t  

o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p i c t u r e :  n p i o n e e r s ,  cowboys, c o u g i r l s ,  cat t l 'e  

2 0  H i e b e r t ,  h., "The O r i e n t a l  a s  h e  a p p e a r s  i n  some of t h e  
n o v e l s  of B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a w ,  British gay*ia &&&nu w a r t e r L y  
34,  A p r i l  3971,  p . 2 3 .  -. 



b s r o n s ,  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s ,  I n d i a n s ,  C h i n a m a n ,  . J a p a n e s e ,  Y o u n t e d  
- - - - - - - - 

p o l i ~ e , ~ Z l  S o n e t i a e s  t h e  C h i n e s e  d o e s  h a v e  a  naee, b u t  t h a t  is  

n a m e ,  b u t  o n l y  a name. H e  is eerely-t*he c o o k  u h o  . " w o u l d -  b e  b u s y  

a t  h i s  s t o v e  --flapping h o t - c a k e s  w$th s w i f t ,  s u r e  m v e  

b r i n g i n g  plates p i l e d  w i t h  t h e s  t o  the t a b l e ,  a n s w e r i n g  calls 

f o r  t e a  a n d  c d f f e e . " * t  
- 

An author describing the Chinese usually sees the - 

s t e r e o t y p e  a n d  records o n l y  t h e  o u t w a r d  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e ,  The 

C h i n e s e  u s u a l l y  wears the t y p i c a l  " w i d e - s l e e v e d  b l u e  c o a t n  a n d  

" b a g g y  t r o u s e r s * ;  h e  s o a e t i a e s  h a s  o n  a  c o n i c a l  s t r a w  h a t  a n 3  

s t r a w  s l i p p e r s ;  h e  is o f t e n  a n  l i i m m o b i l e - f e a t u r e d  C e l e s t i a l "  

w i t h  **a f a c e  o f  t r u e  D r i e n t a l  i m p a s s i v e n e s s 1 * ,  whose s 3 d a t e  

s h u f f l i n g  walk sometimes b r e a k s  i n t o  a p e c u l i a r  

j o g - t r o t . . . n e i t h e r  a w a l k  n o r  a run. ' '  23 He a i g h t  h a v e  Ira p o l e  

f i l l e d  w i t h  fish o r  v e g e t a b l e , "  o r  h e  m i g h t  r i 3e  a b i c y c l e  down 

the s t r e e t ,  "a c l a y  pips j u t t i n g  f r o m  h i s  m 0 u t h . + ~ 2 +  H i s  s p e e c h  

is " e x c i t e d  j a b b , e r i n g l b  o r  a s i n g - s o n g  c & n t ,  h i s  s i n g i n g  a ------------------ . . 5 
2 1  G o r d o n .  c h a r l o t t e ,  glggdd, ( V a n c o u v e r :  S u n  P u b l i s h i n g  
Company  L i m i t e d ,  ? 9 2 8 ) ,  p, 91, 

2 2  G r a i n g e r ,  p .70,  p.88, 

23 W i v e n ,  F r e d r i c k ,  T'g g g p g q g & n J g d , ( T o r o n t o :  C o l l i n s ,  1 9 4 4 ) ,  
p .19 :  S u l l i v a n ,  A l a n ,  g&giP~~_o g+pad, [ T o r o n t o :  T h o m a s  N e l s o n ,  
7 9 6 6 1 ,  p.35; S i n c l a i r ,  Bertrand 1., Biq w, ( T o r o n t o :  Copp 
C l a r k ,  3 9 1 6 ) .  is-122; Philip, . i l e x ,  ?& crimson west, { O t t a u a :  
G r a p h i c  P u b l i s h e r s ,  19271, p, 1 7 ;  Y a t s o n ,  R o b e r t ,  qf && 
l o s t  Jqggog, (Hew Yori: M i n t o n ,  3aIch a n d  Company ,  1924). p, 13.  ---- 



" h i g h - p i t c h e d  n l s a l  t o n e . " 2 s  
- -- - -- -- - . . -  

T h e s e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  3re  r e l a t i v e l y  i m p a r t i a l  t h o u g h  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  d e s c r i b e  o n l y  the o u t w a r d  a p p e a r a n c e ,  When a u t h o r s  move 

b e y o n d  s u p e r f i c i a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  t h e y  d i s p l a y  t h e i r  m i x e d  

f e e l i n g s  t o w a r d s  C h i n e s e .  L i l y  D o u g a l l  is ambiguous i n  h e r  

d e p i c t i o n  of Chinese m i n e r s  i n  xhg m a d o n n a  gf 3 day. 5 h e  seems 

t o  e m p a t h i z e  w i t h  C h i n e s e ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  a s  

s t r a n g e r s  " i n  t h a  a i d s t  o f  3 f o r e i g n  l a n d w  s o  that u n u s u a l  

h a p p e n i n g s  w o u l d  not "seem b e y o n d  t h e  r a n g e  of e x p l i c a b l e  

t h i n g s , "  2 6  D o u g ~ l l  d e l i b e r a t e l y  d i s t i n q u i s h s s  b e t w e e n  t h e  

p r o t a g o n i s t ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  C h ~ n e s e  a n d  h e r  own,  W h e r e a s  t o  t h e  

p r o t a g o n i s t  C h i n e s e  g r i n s  a r e  " h o r r i d  g r i m a c e s w  w h i c h  a p p e a r  t o  

b e  u i n s u l t i n g w ,  D o u g a l l  c l a r i f i e s  t h a t  " p e r h a p s J '  t h e y  were 

H n a t u r a l  s m i l e ( s )  of  elc come.^ 2 7  Yet, D o u g a l l  h e r s e l f  d e s c r i b e s  

C h i n e s e  a s  n g r o t e s q u e "  w i t h  " u g l y  f e a t u r e s " ,  avid g a m b l e r s  

h a v e  a * * f o u l  r e e k m  a n d  a r e  b a t h e d  i n  w g l o o m w  a n d  " s m o k e v f .  2 8  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  main p a r t  of I& piegg& pf ghp R ~ ~ & ~ ~ ~ ~  is s e t  

i n  a m i n i n g  t o w n  i n  B r i t i s h ~ C o l u m b i a ,  n o r m a l l y  a  ? l a c e  t e e m i n g  

w i t h  Chinese m i n e r s ,  Robert R n o w l e s  r e f e r s  t o  C h i n e s e  o n l y  once  

------------------ 
2 5  i i i a t s o n ,  G o r d o n  of the l u s t  h9g08, p. 145; B i v e n ,  The 
-4- , p. 19; P h i l i p ,  'TT ~ a i n t e d  c m f r  ( T o r o n t o :  Thomas 
&Ilene 3 9 2 5 ) .  p .27 ,  

Z a  D o u g a l f ,  L i l y ,  B g  a a d o n n a  of p gap, (London: B i c h a r d  B e n t l e y  
and S o n ,  18961, p.69. 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

- - 

i n  t h e  e n t i r e  n o v e l ,  a n d  t h e n  a s  w s m i l i n g  a n d   tealt thy,^ a 

p h r a s e  c z e a r f y  ewhZbLtfng the s u p r e m e  c c i r n i l - ~ n c e  h e  XZC t h a t  h i s  

r e a d e r s  share a n d  v i l l  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  h i s  s e n t i a e n t s . z 9  Indeed, 

a n t a g o n i s m  o f t e n  rises a g a i n s t - ~ h i n e s e  r a i l r o a d  l a b o u r e r s  who 

coapete f o r  j o b s  w i t h  w h i t e  men: i n  bfgd~gen of t t ~ g  ldg& a 

l a b o u r e r  v e n t s  his f r u s t r a t i o n  a t  " b e i n g  b r o k e u  i n  w h a t  h e  e a l l s  

" t h a t  b l a n k - b l a n k  t h i n a a a n l s  c o n n t r y e W  3 0  T h e  l a n d  is 

" C h i n a m a n ' s  c o u n t r y n  b e c a u s e  s o  many C h i n e s e  w o r k  f o r  c h e a p e r  

p a y  t h a t  w h i t e  s e n  c a n n o t  f i n d  jobs, a n d  s t a r v e .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  

C h i n e s e  a r e  r e a d i l y  a c c e p t e d  a s  h o u s e - s e r v a n t s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  
t 

-- -- 

n o  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  s u c h  j o b s ,  ~ i n c l a l r  wri tes i n  Sig & & ~ b e g  t h a t  

C h i n e s e  a r e  l e s u c h  a d o m e s t i c  t r e a s u r e  a s  o n l y  t h e  t r a i n e d  

O r i e n t a l  c a n  b e ,  a b l a n d ,  s i l e n t - f o o t e d  m o d e l  o f  e f f i c i e n c y  i n  

p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e , 1 t  3 1  I n  A l e x  P h i l i p 8 s  The pigted cliff, b e i n g  

r i c h  e n o u g h  t o  h a v e  s u c h  "a  s a c k  o* c h i c a i n i n  on t h i s  t a b l e  

t h a t 8 1 1  b u s t  i ts  legsM i n c l u d e s  t h e  l u x u r y  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  
- ~ - ~ 

- 

* h  v e  h a l f  a  d o z e n  s l a n t - e y e d  O r i e n t a l s  t o  w a i t  o n  y o u  i n  a  b i g  9. 
h o u s e , * '  32 A hoas i s  n o t  p e r f e c t  w i t h o u t  "a C h i n e s e  s e r v a n t  i n  

t h e  k i t c h e n . # *  3 3  

z 9  R n o w l e s ,  R o b e r t  E., T& s i e g e ~  gf && K o p t e n a y ,  (New Y o r k :  
F l e m i n g  H, B e v e l l ,  1 9 1 1 ) .  p , l 1 7 .  - 

30 G r a i n g e r ,  p.40. 

3 3  S i n c l a i r ,  i33 ti~is, P.121 .  



b t y p i c a l  p o r t r a i t  o f  C h i n a t o w n  i s  i n  Robert  Y, S e r v i c e ' s  

j o i n t s ,  g a m b l i n g  -dens, f l a u n t e d -  v i c e ,  S e r v i c e  w o n d e r s  why w h i t e  . . 
women l i v e d '  tfiere, a n d  why t h e y  h i d  a t  t h e  s i g h t  _of h i 1 ~ . 3 ~  Hot 

v 

o n l y  is C h i n a t o w n  s e c r e t l y  r i d d l e 3  w i t h  u n d e r g r o u n d  h a u n t s ,  its 

r a m p a n t  v i c e  d e m o r a l i z e s  i n n o c e n t  w h i t e  y o u t h s ,  a n d  w h i t e  women 

who have b e e n  most likely f o r c e 5  i n t o  s h a m e f u l  - p r o s t i t u t i o n .  - 

n o s t  a u t h o r s ,  w i t h  f e u  n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n s ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e  

C h i n e s e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n e g a t i v e  s t e r e o t y p e ,  O f  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s ,  

even u h e n  a u t h o r s  c o n s c i o u s l y  t r y  t o  r e m a i n  i m p a r t i a l  o r  
- 

r e p u d i a t e  t h e  p r e j u d i c e  towards C h i n e s e ,  t h e s e  a u t h o r s  d o  n o t  g o  
=. F-' J 

b e y o n 3  m e r t l y  d e s c r i b i n g  the o u t w a r d  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e .  O n l y  

two a u t h o r s ,  Eva-h 3 .  YcKowan 3nd E t h e l  W i l s o n ,  p o r t r a y  C h i n e s e  

a s  complex human b e i n g s .  

3 4  S e r v i c e ,  Robert Y., The t r q i l  _of ninetpelqhh, ( T o r o n t o :  
i t i l l i a n  B r i g g s ,  1 3 1  I ) ,  p, 12, 



- - ChE4er 1 -- - 

# 
a f t e r  Y o r l d  Yar 1 saw i n c r e a s e d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

O r i e n t a l s  b e c a u s e  of a  s c a r c i t y  o f  j o b s  i n  t h e  p o s t - w a r  

d e p r e s s i o n ,  The l i t e r a t u r e  of B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  

p e a k i n g  o f  a n t i - O r i e n t a l  s e n t i m e n t s ,  N o v e l s  of t h e  e a r l y  

nineteen h n n d r e 3 s  p r e s e n t  s t e r e o t y p e d  C h i n e s e  c h a r a c t e r s :  n o v e l s  
4 

- - 

by L i l y  D o u g a f l ,  F r e d e r i c k  H i v e n ,  R o b e r t  S e r v i c e ,  3 o b e r t  E, 

K n o w l e s  a n d  Roger Pocock, In t h e  l i g h t  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  b o o k s ,  

Evah  8 ,  ?!cKowan's J g n S  of Xpgtegpy p u b l i s h e d  i n  1919 is h i g h l y  
5 

- - 

annsaal becatrse Tt p r e s e n t s  a r o u n d e d  Chinese c h a r a c t e r ,  Chow 
i 

the f a r a - h a n d .  However ,  anti-Chinese s e n t i m e n t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

i n c r e a s e  so  t h a t  i n  1 9 2 1  a l o n e ,  t h r e e  b o o k s  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  

r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Chinese a p p e a r e d .  xhg yiudg gazer b y  I s a b e l  

E c c l e s t o n e  HcKay t r ies  t o  r e p u d i a t e  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  of C h i n e s e  

and the b i a s e d  s e n t i s e n i s  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u n b i a n s ;  S e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
-- "1, 

HcKay's book i s  n o t  effective a n d  p a l e s  b e s i d e s  R o b e r t  W a t s o n ' s  

t h e  w a l l .  B o t h  t h e s e  b o o k s  s o u g h t  t o  " p e r s u a d e  white --- ---- 
C o l u r b i a n s  t o  b e  v i g i l a n t  l e s t  greedy p o l i t i c i a n s  

t o  t h e  O r i e n t a l s  and endeavoured 'to awaken  t h o s e  u n b e l i e v e r s  i n  

g a s t e r n  C a n a d a  who still  v o n d e r  why t h e  West is crying o u t  o n  

i t s  k n e e s  f o r  new i a s i g r a t i o n  - r e g u l a t i o n s !  ' " 3 5  

3s Pat Roy, intro*, T& wjttnq gg t h e  ~ q i l  b y  H i l d a  Gfynn-Yard ,  
( T o r o n t o :  U n i v e r s i t y  of  T o r o n t o  P r e s s ,  1974) ,  p, v i ,  



B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  n o v e l  c o n 2 i s t e n t l y  p r e s e n t i n g  a C h i n e s e  w i t h  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  a t  d e p t h ,  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  time, % C h i n e s e  

c h a r a c t e r  i n  a 3 r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  n o v e l  is a r e a l  p e r s o n  a n d  n o t  

o n e  j u s t  p l a y i n g  a b r i e f  a n d  s t e r e o t y p e d  r o l e ,  T h e  n o v e l  i s  i n  

t h e  form o f  a series of  l e t t e r s  by  J a n e t  K i r k ,  t h e  o w n e r  o f  3 
- - - 

farm, t o  h e r  f r i e n d ,  W h e r e a s  o t h e r  n o v e l s  g e n e r a l l y  refer t o  

Chinese s e r v a n t s  b u t  r a r e ly ,  a n d  e v e n  t h a t  o n l y  i n  p a s s i n g ,  

! l c K o u a n s s  p o r t r a i t  o f  Chow is d e  i b e r a t e  a n d  b a l a n c e d .  S h e  4 --a 
c a r e f u l l y  p l a n t s  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Chow i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  l s t t e r  s o  

t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  is c o n s t a n t l y  r e m i n d e d  of C h o w ' s  p r e s e n c e  a n d  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  fara, J a n e t  r e c o u n t s  C h o w ' s  d a i l y  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  from h i s  i n i t i a l  a p p e a r a n c e  t o  t h e  e n d  of t h e  s e a s o n  

w h e n  s h e  d i s m i s s e s  h i m ,  j u s t  a s  s h e  r e c o u n t s h e r  own a c t i v i t i e s  

r e c o u n t i n g s  a re  o f t e n  d e t a i l e d :  HcKowan e v e n  shows J a n e t  i n  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  C h o u .  E a c h  r e f e r e n c e  adds n o r e  i n f  o r a a k i o n  - * 
a b o u t  Chow u n t i l  h e  becoaes a c o a p l e t e  p e r s o n ,  n o t  j a a t  t h e  

Chow is  h a r d - w o r k i n g  a n d  d i l i g e n t .  B e i n g  t h e  o n l y  e m p l o y e e  

h e  is r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  t h e  work o n  t h e  farm, HcKovan d e t a i l s  

e v e r y  o n e  o f  Chow's t a s b s i  Chow c a r r i e s  d o w n  b l a s t e d  r o c k s  f o r  
- - 

p i l l a r s  a t  t h e  g a t e ;  Chow feeas  the c h i c k e n s ;  Chow plants t h e  
--- 

f r u i t  trees; C h o u  h o e s  t h e  g a r d e n ;  Chow p r u n e s  t h e  trees; chow 

*shes t h e  dishes; Chou p l a n t s  "one l a n d  uith c a r r o t s  a n d  beets ,  



& s c p a s L w q  th2 E T W S ~ ; - € ~ U  s i l k s  - t h -  COY: Chew ~ h ~ r 1 ~ 0 y s  

t h e  soil t h a t  t h e  early corn, celery and toratues  will be 

p l a n t e d  inM; Chow does t h e  h a r v e s t i n g ;  C h o u  packs t h e  h a r v k s t e d  
* .  

v e g e t a b l e s  a n d  f r u i t s  i n t o  bores; Chaw 'sends t h e  b o x e s  to- the 

t r a i n .  H e  f u l f i l s  these r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of his 

a b i l i t y  a n d ,  because of his d i l i g e n c e ,  o f t e n  . as ters  t h e  s k i l l  
- - - - - - 

n e e d e d ,  J a n e t  tel ls  h e r  f r c e n d ,  "I w o n d e r  i f  I w i l l  ever g e t  t o  

b e  e x p e r t  e n o u g h  t o  keep u p  w i t h  Chow i n  p l a n t i n g .  H e  goes s o  . 
* 

q u i c k l y  t h a t  I cannot keep a v s h e r e  n e a r  h i m . "  3.  Chow is 
\ 

t h e  d e p t h  of e i g h t e e n  i n c h e s  with f e r t i l i z e r  well workel in." 3 7  

A g a i n ,  J a n e t  says, Chou is e x p e r t  i n  anything it is4 i n  

g e t t i n g  s o i l  i n t o  a perfect c o n d i t i o n .  Sometimes I t h i n k  h e  is  \ 
sfow b u t  h e  says, ' I f  ~ i l l - h u r r y , ~ ~ , 3 e  Unlike 

"z 

J a n e t ,  C h o w  knows his ia t h e  long r u n .  - 
- 

Even the w h i t e  men acknowledge t h a t  Chow does his w o r k  well. . 

T h e y  urge J a n e t  t o  h a v e  Chow h e l p  h e r  p l a n t  t h e  h e d g e  S e c a u s i ?  

C h o u  c a n  b e  r e l i ed  o n  t o  plant i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e .  

Chow is conscientious; he d o e s  n o t  wa i t  t o  b e  t o l d  before 

h e  does a job,  In f ac t ,  by the t i i e  J a n e t  r ea l i zes  s h e  s h o u l d  



contrast t o  Chowfs r e l i g i o u s l y  a t t e n d i n g  t o  e v e r y  p l a n t ,  Janet 

herself adrirs  t h a t  "1 ss slighting i t ,  h o p i n g  t h a t  a c u t w o r m  

w i l l  n o t  f i n d  t h a t  e%cial plant o r  d k i d i n q  t h a t ,  i f  a y  time 

is w o r t h  a n y t h i n q ,  1 can r e p l a c e  a f e w  plants an3 sti l l  b e  

ahea3,w 4 0  Janet weald r a t h e r  p l a n t  roses t h a n  "decide w h e t h e r  
- - 

-% Chow is to put potatoes or beets first a n d  where." Chow does n o t  

b l l o v  J a n e t  t o  neglect h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o n  t h e  farm, 

h o w e v e r ,  i n s i s t i n g ,  "Tha& d o  3ny tine. You coae see w h a t  do." 
- 

- - - - - 

J a n e t  r e l u c t a n t l y  obeys: *'Chow is a n  a u t o c r a t ,  a n d  a n  a u t o c r a t  

w i t h  r i g h t  on  h a i s  s i 3 e  63s n e v e r , . . b e e n  u n s e a t e d . "  * r  Chow h a s  

"right on h i s  s i3en beca~se the p o t a t o e s  and b e e t s  a r e  more 

i a p o r t a n t  t h a n  roses; p o t a t o e s  and b e e t s  are J a n e t ' s  l i v e l i h o o d  

whereas roses a r e  b u t  for fun, J 3 n e t  c a l l s  C h o v  a n  w 3 u t o c r a t n ,  

n o t  a " t y r a n t w  o r  3 n d i ~ t a t ~ r n ,  T h e s e  t u o u o r d ~ h a v e n e g a t i v e ~  

c o n n o t a t i o n s  whereas wautocrat" is a n  o b j e c t i v e  word. B e s i d e s ,  

JbnetLs statement is a g e n t l e  tease ,  a r e f l e c t i o n  of her own 
.L 

t u g - o f - w a r  b e t w e e n  f u n  and work; I n d e e d ,  n s u t o c r a t n  i s  a t r i b u t e  

t o  Chow's d i l i g e n c e ,  

YcKouan could be  criticized f o r  creating a p e r f e c t  s e r v a n t ,  
, 

Twice she emphasizes ChosBs skill never once does she suggest 

t h a t  C h o v  s h i r k s  h i s  work, !ScKosan*s p o r t r a y a l ,  h o w s r e r ,  i s  n o t  



- - -- - - - p- - - - - - - --- 

f a r  f r o ~  reality, C h i n e s e  h a d  a l r e a d y  earrred a reputation for - - -  

b e i n g  i 3ea f  s e r ~ 3 ~ -  a d  t h e i r  indusfxy aed p--e i n a l l  

t h e y  d i d  was u n i v e r s a f l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d .  

BcKowsn d o e s  not depend solely o n  h e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a 

d i l i g e n t  a n 3  r e s p o n s i b l e  C h i n e s e  t o  n e g a t e  the s t e r e o t y p e ,  b u t  

a l s o  depicts Chou a s  a n  i n 3 i v i d u a l .  an o r d i n a r y  &urnan being w i t h  

o r d i n a r y  h u a a n  e a o t i o n s .  ! l c K o u a n  i s  r a r e  i n  h e r  p e r c e p t i o n  of 

s u c h  e a o t i o n  as skyness a n d  l o n e l i n e s s  i n  the s o l i t a ~ y ~ ~ h i n e s e  

i ~ a i g r a n t  a n d  shows a great u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  his p s y c h o l o g y .  

I n s t e a d  of a  col3 a n 3  emotionless C h i n a ~ a n ,  Chow w ~ o n r n f n l l y n  

t h e  f i r e p l a c e J r  a s  Janet, . 3  H e  p r o v e s  this e x c i t e m e n t  b y  his 

f a i t h f u l  d a < l y  t r u 5 g e  t o  c a r r y  down s t o n e s  t o  build t h e  

firepl3ce d e s p i t e  his b u s y  r o u t i n e .  L a t e r ,  w h e n  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  is 

c o a p l e t e d ,  h e  d o n s t e s  "a Chinese b a s k e t . . . f o r  t h e  f i r s p l a c e  

In his excitemant h e  even takes p a r t  i n  t h e  c e r e m o n y  of 
- - 

-- 

f i g h t i n g  the f i r s t  fire b u t ,  a e s p i t e  h i s  i n t e r e s t ,  h i s  s h y n e s s  

prevents h i s  j o i n i n g  his employer i n  the meal f o l l o w i n g .  

I n s t e a d ,  u h e  gratefully took h i s  p o r t i o n  a n d  t r o t t e d  3 0 ~ n  to t h e  

s q u a t t e r ' s  shack, where h e  l i v e s , . l o o k i n g  v e r y  ' l o n e ~ o n e . ~  *s 

Chou has s h a r e d  briefly ia huaan f e l l o w s h i p ,  but knows t h a t  his 

"h + 
sharing has a l5si.t f a r  h e  is b a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  f a r m - h a n d .  H i s  



- - - - - - - - -- - - -- - 

- 

b r i e f  f e l l o w s h i p  b r i n g s  a r e a e i a b r a n c e  o f  a  b e t t e r  f e l l o w s h i p  h e  
- -  

c a n n o t  have now w i t h  b i s  own f a m i l y  across t h e  o c e a n :  t h e r e f o r e  

t h e  l o n e l i n e s s ,  

Chow is a l s o  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  v e r y  d e f i n i t e  i d e a s .  Yhen 

Janet m i s t a k e n l y  thanks Chow f o r  c h o p p i n g  o f f  t h e  t o p  of t h e  

fourth c ~ d 3 r ,  Chow w 3 i s c l a i n e d  a n y . . . s u c h  f o o l i s h n e s s N .  4 6  

H a v i n q  e l i s b e d  t h e  t o p  of one ce4ar t ree and  found t h e  j o b  

* ? r e t t y  shaky a n d  b r e a t h - t a k i n g w ,  Chow h a d  * F p r o n o n n c e d  t h a t  a s  

'enough f o r  o n e  d a y q  w i t h  much f i n a l i t y , " + '  E x p e r i e n c e  a a k i n q  

h i s  wiser, h e  h a s  f o r u i e d  h i s  own o p i n i o n  o f  a n y o n e  foolish 

e n o u g h  t o  a t t e m p t  t h e  saae a c t ,  H i s  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  t h a t  H r ,  

Saunilry a n d  Kr. G o r d o n ,  who s i g h t  h a v e  d o n e  $he job, a r e  b o t h  

nscoshm is a r e f l e c t i o n  of t h a t  f i r m  o p i n i o n .  Chow i s  n o t  a f r a i d  

t o  p r o c l a i m  h i s  o p i n i o n  d e s p i t e  S a u n d r y  a n d  Gordon b e i n g  his 

e m p l o y e r ' s  f r i e n 3 s .  3hen J a n e t  f i r s t  s u g g e s t s  t o  h i m  t h a t  h e  

* d e c i d e d l y H  s h a k e s  his h e a d ,  s a y i n g  ''No, n o . . , , D a y t i s e  s l e e p  n o  
b 

good," * a  E v e n  a f t e r  t h e  h e a t  f o r c e s  h i n  t o  c z p i t u f a t e  a n d  Chow 

d o e s  w a k e  u p  a t  f i v e  o ' c l o c k ,  h e  r e f u s s s  t o  c h a n g e  h i s  o p i n i o n  

t h a t  d a y t i m e  n a p s  are n n o  g o o 4 "  a n d  w i l l  n o t  s l e e p .  

Chow i s  a l s o  v o c a l  a n d  e x p r e s s i v e  i n h i s  d i s l i k e  for Rrs. 
nd-, 

G U ~ ,  a n e i g h b o u r .  HTs  rkaction t o  nrs. Good8s c o m p l a i n t  t h a t  
1 J 

s a o k e  from b u r n i n g  t r e e  s t u b p s  uas b l o v i n g  h e r  way i s  a d e f i n i t e  

* a  Ibid., p.207. 



- - - - - - - 

n o t  s a y  t h a t  t o  l a d i e s m W  B u t ,  J a n e t  does  n o t  s q u e l c h  h i m ,  f o r  a t  

t h e  f i r s t  s i g n  of a n o r t h e a s t  w i n d  b l o w i n g  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of 

t h e  Goods Chow "lit fire to e v e r y  pile o n  t h e  place, T h e  p i l e s  

were g r e e n  a n d  l i t t l e  i n c l i n e d  t o  b u r n ,  b u t  the ~ ~ p k p ! "  4 9  Chow 

makes n o  a p o l o g i e s  f o r  h i s  a c t  of r e t r i b u t i o n ;  i n d e e d ,  h e  g o e s  

off p l a n n i n g  f u r t h e r  sche~es  a g a i n s t  Hrs, Good. C h o v  i s  h u m a n  i n  

his r eac t ion :  to  those who t r e a t  h i m  well h e  s h o w s  t h e  u t m o s t  

l o y a l t y ,  b u t  woe t o  t h o s e  who s t e p  o n  h i s  t a i l ,  H i s  a c t i o n s  a r e  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  his p e r s o n a l i t y .  Here RcKowan  h a s  n o  i n t e n t i o n  

of r e p r o 3 u c i n g  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  of t h e  e v i l  a n d  m a l i c i o u s  C h i n e s e :  

h e r  ? k c c o u n t  is h u a o r o u s ,  and  invites t h e  rea3er t o  l a u g h  w i t h  

Chow r a t h e r  t h a n  s t  Chou, Because R r s .  Good is p r e j u d i c e d  an3 - 
selfish, t h e  reader s y s p a t h i z e s  v i t h  Chow a n d  e v e n  d e r i v e s  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  from his a c t  of r e t r i b u t i o n ,  After a l l ,  Chow a c t e d  

o u t  o f  l o y a l t y  t o  J a n e t ,  

Y c 5 0 u a n 9 s  ? o r t r 3 y 3 1  of C h o w  i s  c o m p l e t e :  n o t  o n l y  i s  h e  a 
5 

goo6 w o r k e r ,  a n  o r d i n a r y  n a n  vith h u m a n  f e e f i n q s  a n 3  a n  

i n d i v i i u a l  w i t h  h i s  O U R  p e c u l i a r  t r a i t s ,  Chow a l s o  3 a s  3 s e n s e  

of humour .  O n  seeing J a n e t 8 s  p o u n d  of s u n f l o v e r  s e e d s ,  Chow 
* -- 

l a u g h s  i o n ~  and h s a r t i l y :  R 8 Y o u  n o  n e e d  h i m  h a l f , '  h e  s a i d ,  w h e n  

h e  c o u l d  e x p l a i n  h i a s e l f , "  ?!cKouanes p o r t r a i t  i s  a l l  t h e  so re  

real b e c a u s e  of J a n e t ' s  claim t h a t  s h e  "had n o t  t h o u g h t  h e  



possessed s u c h  a t h i n g  a s  a sense of h u r n 0 u r . ~ 5 0  This s t a t e m e n t  

p l a c e s  J a n e t  a s  a n  o r d i n a r y  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n , w h o  t h o u g h  n o t  

p r e j u d i c e d  n e v e r t h e l e s s  s t i l l  h a s  h e r  p r e c o n c e i v e d  i d e a s  of 

C h i n e s a .  J a n e t ' s  r e a c t i o n  i r o n i c a l l y  a t a k e s  C h o w ' s  s e n s e . o f  

h u m o u r  m o r e  e a s i l y  b e l i e v a b l e .  

8 c K o w a n  c r i t i c i z e s  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n s  f o r  t h e i r  p r e j u d i c e .  

9rs. Good c a l l s  Chinese " h e a t h e n s " .  5 1  T h r o u g h  Chow, B c K o w a n 8 S  
A 

c r i t i c i s a  o f  h e r ,  a n d  o f  s i m i l a r  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n s ,  is severe 

an?  t o  t h o  p o i n t :  l1What f o r  s h e  90 c h u r c h  a l l  time? S h e  g e t  n o  

5 2  firs. Good  c l a i m s  t o  b e  a f a i t h f u l  C h r i s t i a n  a n d ,  

p h a r i s e e  t h a t  s h e  is, k e e p s  t o  e v e r y  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  l a u  o f  
i 

d e c e n c y .  Yet ,  s h e  h a s  m i s s e d  t h e  c r u x  o f  C h r i s t ' s  t e a c h i n g :  t o  

1 ~ v - e  o t h e r s  a s  C h r i s t  h a s  l o v e d  h e r .  H c K o w a n ' s  criticism is 
* 

d o u b l y  e f f e c t i v e  b e c a u s e  i t  comes f r o m  t h e  m o u t h  o f  Chow, t h a t  

" h e a t h e n w ,  

B o t h  J a n e t r s  b u n t  A 3 1 g a r l a n d T a a n e t r S  c o u s i n  AKCreu, Xi%-e 

n r s .  Good,  a r e  N d o u ~ l y ,  t r e b l y  s c a n d a l i s e d  t h a t  a h e a t h e n  C h i n e e  

l i v e s  r i g h t  o n  t h e  same p l a c e 1 @  a s  J a n e t ;  b o t h  w o u l d  - l a u n c h  o n  

l e n g t h y  tirades a g a i n s t  Chow, a g a i n s t  a l l  C h i n e s e  i n  B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a  a n d  a g a i n s t  C h i n a  i t s e l f .  5 3  HcKowan c o n t r a s t s  Chow a n d  

A n d r e w .  U n l i k e  Chow who serves J a n e t  d i l i g e n t l y  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l y  

a n d  l o y a l l y ,  A n d r e w ,  t h e  " u n d e r ,  u n d e r  s e c r e t a r y  i n  t h e  L e g a t i o n  ------------------ 
5 0  gbid . ,  p .  109. 

5 1  Ibbg., p . 6 0 .  

5 2  Z_b&. 

5 3  Ibid., p.65. 
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a t  P e k i n g 1 '  p r o b a b l y  d o e s  o t h e r w i s e  i n  h i s  s e r v i c e  i n  C h i n a ,  

J a n e t r s  c o m m e n t  t h a t  s h e  *?hoped t h a t  Andrew s e r v e d - a s  f a i t h f u l l y  

and l i v e d  a s  d e c e n t l y  a m o n g  t h e  C h i n e s e  a s  Chow does i n  C a n a d a w w  /n 
i s  c l e a r l y  t i n g e d  v i t h  sarcasmc 

Like ncKowan,  I s a b e l  E c c l e s t o n e  n c ~ a y  i n  qanaqt g z p r  

c o n s c i o u s l y  r e j ec t s  many of t h e  p r e j u d i c e d  v i e w s  a n d  p r a c t i s e s  
* 

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Chinese t h r o u g h  h e r  p o r t r a y a l  of L i  Ho, a n  

a f f e c t i o n a t e ,  loyal a n d  d e v o t e d  s e r v a n t  who f a i t h f u l l y  c a r r i e s  

o u t  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  p u t t i n g  e v e n  h i s  own l i f e  i n  . d a n g e r  i n  

t h e  process. RcKay, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  c e n s u r e s  t h e  accepted p r a c t i s e  

of c a l l i n g  C h i n e s e  s e r v a n t s  "boyN, TIY b o t h  p h r a s l s  i n  w h i c h  
,- s- 

f w b o y t w  a p p e a r s ,  BcKay l e a v e s  t h e  w o r d  i n  q u o t a t i o n  marks: " A 1 1  

t h e  o l d - t i m e  C h i n e s e  b o y s *  s e r v e d -  t e a  a s  a q a t t e r  of c o u r s e t w ;  

" t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  ' b o y 1  r e p u t e d  t o  b e l o n g  t o  D r .  F a r r . * 8 s *  

T h e  q u o t a t i o n  marks s e t  a p a r t  t h e  word, t h u s  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  i t  

s h o u l d  be  a n d  is u n u s u a l .  HcKay f u r t h e r  shovs ker d i s a p ~ r o v a l  
- - - - - - - 

t h r o u g h  n r e p u t e d n .  3 y  s a y i n g  " r e p u t e d  t o  b e l o n g  tp D r .  F a r r j t  

i n s t e a d  of  ' * D r .  P a r r t s  b o y u  , HcKay emphasizes t h e  f i c t i o n  

b e h i n d  t h e  a l l e g e d  p o s s e s s i o n ,  n c ~ a y  t h e n  j u x t a p o s e s  t h i s  p h r a s e  

w i t h  the c o a m e n t  "How o l d  h e  uas n o  o n e  c o u l d  have g u e s s e d t w  t o  

s h o w  t h e  s i l l i n e s s  of c a l l i n g  a f u l l - g r o w n  nan " b o y W . s 5  

I n  3 p a s s a g e  a b o u t  c a r i n g  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  n c K a y  censures t oo  

t h e  i g n o r a n t  s t e r e o t y p i n g  of C h i n e s e  a n d  t h e  b l i n d  p r e j u d i c e  

S r  HcKay, I s a b e l  Ecclestone, T h e  pinrig2 qpggg, ( T o r o n t o :  
EcCfsffa~d and Stewart, W 2 t f ,  p . t 6 2 ,  p . t O ,  



a g a i n s t  t h e m .  s6 YcKayls l i g h t  a o c k e r y  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r  A u n t  
- - - - 

C a r o l i n e  is u n m i s t a k a b l e .  A u n t  C a r o l i n e ' s  h o r r i f i e d . e x p r e s s i o n  

o n  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  c h i l d  Desire w-as b r o u g h t  u p  . by  a C h i n e s e  is 

9 g r o s s l y  i r o n i c a l  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of L i  Hoes o b v i o u s  l o y a l t y  a n d  

d e v o t i o n  t o  Desire and h e r  f a t h e r ,  E v e n  more i r o n i c a l  is A u n t  

C p r o l i n e ' s  q u e s t i o n  about t h e  c h i l d ' s  h a v i n g  a n  a u n t ,  ncKay h a s  

a l r e a d y  s h o w n  t h e  s t i f l i n g  n a t u r e  o f  A u n t  C a r o l i n e ' s  love  a n d  

c o n c e r n  i o r  h e r  own n e p h e w  S p e n c e ,  who " t r ies  t o  e s c a p e  h e r  

presence a t  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  a v a i l a b l e N  a n d  is  s o  d e s p e r a t e  

t h a t  " h e  w a s  r e a d y  t o  l i k e  a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  was s t r i k i n g l y  

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  A u n t  c a r o 1 i n e e t t 5 7  Her h i g h  r e g a r d  f o r  NAuntsw,  

w i t h  a c a p i t a l  " A 3 ' ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a u n t s  a f t e r  h e r  own h e a r t ,  is 

therefore l a u g h a b l e ,  ZcKay shows Li Ho t o  b e  just a s  e f f e c t i v e  

a n d  a f f e c t i o n a t e  a g u a r d i a n  a s  A u n t  C a r o l i n e  sees herself t o  b e .  

, S p e n c e  t e l l s  a w h i t e  l i e  d e s i g n e d  t o  h u m o u r  h i s  aunt's offended 

f o o l i s h n z s s  of h e r  h o r r o r  o v e r  Li Ho. 

. S t e r e o t y p i n g  i s  n o t  l i a i t e d  t o  " m a i d e n  a u n t s * '  b u t  

i n s i d k p u s l y  p e r a e a t e s  e v e n  t o  the e d u c a t e d  w h i t e  C a n a d i a n .  5 8  

Spence, a n  e d u c a t e d  a n d  s o m e w h a t  l i t e r a r y  man, b e c o m e s  i r r i t a t e d  

a n d  a n g e r e d  by w h a t  he c a l l s  Li K O ' s  " c e l e s t i a l  i m p u d e n c e . I 1  Like 

most other w h i t e  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n s ,  Spence f e e l s  s u p e r i o r  t o  

h i s  m y e l l o w  b r o t h e r n  such t h a t  "it w e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  g r a i n g s  t o  be  ------------------ 
s 4  I b i d , ,  p. ? 3 7 .  

- 5' Jbid. ,  p.44, 

5 8  B i d . ,  p. 91-92,  



forced i n t o  doing saaeth ing  b p  a C h i n e  Lhpugb he 

e s s e n t i a l l y  a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  C h i n e s e ,  S i a i l a r l y ,  a l t h o u g h  

S p e n c e f s  c o m m e n t  a b o u t  L i  Ho b e i n g  "a C h i n k ,  b u t . . . h u a a n w  seems 

c o w ~ e n d a t o r y ,  t h e  w o r d  * C h i n k 1 @  i s  s t i l l  c o n d e s c e n d i n g .  59 
4 

j /. 
RcKay reproves-her rea3er n o t  o n l y  b y  e x p o s i n g  n e g a t i v e  

5 
s t e r e o t y p e s  b u t  a l s o  ~y p o r t r a y i n g  a p o s i t i v e  C h i n e s e  c h a r a c t e r .  

L i  Ho c a n  ? s p e a k  perfectly good E n g l i s h  i f  h e  u i s h e s v *  abd 
u - 

n c e r t a i n l y  u n d e r s t a n d s  it." 6 0  He u n d e r s t a n 3 s  e v e n  t h e  f a i n t e s t  

- s h a d e s  of m e a n i n g  i n  ~ e a s u r e d  a n d  a c a d e m i c  s p e e c h ,  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  

ii Xo is u n u s a a l  i n  t h a t  he can write E n g l i s h .  I n d e e d ,  * i f  t h e  

clear e x p r e s s i o n  of t h o u q h t  c o n s t i t u t e s  g o o d  E n g l i s h ,  L i  Hols 

E n g l i s h  i s  e x c e l l e n t . "  6 1  

L i  Ho i s  l o y a l  a n d  d e v o t e d  t o  D r .  F a r r ,  s e r v i n g  Dr. F a r r  

e v e n  when D r .  F a r r ' s  " m o o n - d e v i l r s  f i t s  g r a d u a l l y  t a k e  g r e a t e r  

h o l d .  A l t h o u g h  L i  30 c o u l 3  h a v e  p a c k e d  h i s  b a g s  a n d  h a n d e 3  i n  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  a t  t h e  f i r s t  s i g n  o f  Dr. Parrls i l l n e s s ,  h e  of 

h i s  o u n  accord takes o n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o i  p r o t x t i n g  Desire 

a n d  h e r  moiher f r o %  D r .  P a r r ,  a n d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  

d a i l y  cart a n d  surveillance of D r .  F a r r .  A l t h o u g h  no o n e  b l a m e s  

L i  Ha f o r  t h e  d e a t h  of Desire's m o t h e r ,  Li Ho " b l a a e d  h i m s e l f  

t e r r i b l y  ....[ s a y i n g ]  i t  was his f a u l t o n  6 2  Li n o  f e e l s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  because h e  h a d  Seen f o r c e d  t o  s t a y  a w a y  f r o m  the ------------------ 
59 a d , ,  p57, 

6 O  Ibid., p.90. 



- - - -- - - - -- - - 

h o n e  311 n i g h t ,  3113 t h e r e f o r e  uas n o t  t h e r e  t o  w a t c h  o v e r  Dr. 

P a r r  when h e  was seized b y  e p i l e p s y ,  o r  to p r o t e c t  Desire's 

auth3r fro3 D r .  P a r r ' s  t h r e a t .  E v e n  f o l l o w i n g  h e r  d e a t h ,  L i  Ho's 

job i s  s t i l l  t w o - f o l d .  After D r .  F a r r 8 s  w i n d  b e c o m e s  u n b a l a n c g d ,  

L i  Ho f a i t h f u l l y  f o l l o w s  a n d  w a t c h e s  a f t e r  him, a c c o m p a n y i n g  h i m  

c l o s e l y  " w h w  t h e  r e s t l e s s n e s s  came o n . " b 3  I n d e e d ,  L i  Ho t a k e s  

s u c h  good c a f e  o f  Dr. f a r r  t h a t  Desire calls h i m  h e r  & ' f a t h e r ' s  

atpn." a 4  A t  t h e  ssse tiine, L i  Ho f u l f i l l s  h i s  s e l f - i m p o s e d  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of c a r i n 2  f o r  Desire: h e  b r i n g s  her u p ,  m a k i n g  

su r e  h e  always k n o w s  w h e r e  t o  f i n d  h e r  i n  c a s e  . P a r r  h a s  o n e  F 
o f  h i s  a t t a c k s  a n d  t u r n s  v i o l e n t .  ~ e c o g n i z i n ~  dr. F s r r o s  u e e p i n g  

o n  be1n .g  t o l d  Desire's r a a t r i m o n i a l  i n t e n t i o n s  a s  a s i g n  o f  g r a v e  

d a n g e r ,  Li Ho t a k e s  n o  chances b u t  f o r c e s  Desira an3 S p n c e  t o  

l e a v e  i m r e e d i a t e l y ,  L i  Ho c o n t i n u e s  - t o  p r o t e c t  Desire b y  w a r n i n g  

S p e n c e  a n d  h e r ,  t h r o u g h  l e t t e r s ,  n o t  t o  r e t u r n .  When ' D r .  P a r r  . 

threatens t o  kill D e s i r e - o n - & - u = x p e c t e d  r a u r a  L L H n i s  -- 

f o r c e d  t o  f i g h t  a n d  f i n a l l y  t o  k i l l  h im,  i n c u r r i n g  p h y s i c a l  

i n  jury t o  h i m s e l f .  Li Ho i s  d e v o t e d  t o  Dr. f a r r ,  b u t  when t h e  

d o c t o r ' s  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s  a e a n s  d a n g e r  f o r  Desire, Li Ho d o e s  a l l  

h e  c a n  t o  p r o t e c t  h k r .  

H i s  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  d e a 5  man i s  e v i d e n t ,  When a s k s d  by  

Spence t o  describe t h e  events of t h e  n i g h t  w h i c h  l e d  t o  D r .  

P a r r g s  d e a t h ,  Li Ho is  u n c o m m u n i c a t i v e  and e v a s i v e  a b o u t  how t h e  



r i p p e d  c o a t ,  b l a m i n g  t h e  moon d e v i l ,  a d m i t t i n g  t o  n o  f i g h t  a n d  

s a y i n g  t h e  coat k e n  caught  i n  a bush, A l f i o u g l i  a p6SsfiXe 

r e a s o n  f o r  L i  Ha's r e l u c t a n c e  t o  ' e x p l a i n  t h e  wag t h e  f i q h t  

r e a l l y  b e g a n  and t h e  e v e n t s  following c o u l d  b e  his f e a r  of l e g a l  

r e t r i b u t i o n  i f  Spence  were t o  press c h a r g e s  a n d  s t a n d  w i t n e s s ,  . 

S p e n c e g s  own fear f o r  Desire's s a f e t y ,  L i  H o * s  sorrow o v s r  D r ,  

F a r r 8 s  d e a t h  a n d  h i s  c o n s i s t e n t  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  d e a d  man a a k z  
~ ~ 

t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  u n l i k e l y .  Li Ho is more l i k e l y d t r y i n 3  t o  

m i n i m i z e  h i s  p a r t  i n  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  Desire, a n d  t r y i n q  t o  

p r o t e c t  D r .  Farr6s r e p u t a t i o n ,  L i  H o ' s  sorrow o v e r  3r .  P a r r g s  

d e a t h  is o b v i o u s .  H e  h a s  s l t c u r i o u s  l o s t  l o o k 1 *  and h a s  t o  b l i n k  

n r a p i d l y w  t o  force back .tears. H i s  only c o m m e n t  a b o u t  D r .  F a r r  

is, I 9 H e  v e l l y  g o o d  wan o n e  t i a e , . , , a l l  same b e f o r e  f f i o a n - d e v i l  

c a t c h  * u a a t l  6s L i  Ho's e u l o g y  shows h i s  d e e p  a f f e c t i o n  a n d  

l o y a l t y  t o  the dead  a a n :  e v e n  k n o w i n g  t h a t  D r .  F a r r  was 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e a t h  of Desire's m o t h e r  3 n d  t h a t  D r .  F a r r  
- -- -- - - -- - - 

h a s  b e e n  e x t o r t i n g  money  f r o m  Desire's r e a l  g r a n d p a r e n t s  f o r  

y e a r s ,  a n d  e v e n  a f t e r  fighting 3nd k i l l i n g  3r. f a r r ,  L i  He's 

o n l y  t h o u g h t  i s  f o r  t h e  l i f e  u a s t e d ,  f o r  t h e  I t v e l l y  q o o d  manu 

t h a t  hss b e e n  s o a l l o u e d  u p  by t h e  y e a r s  o f  i l l n e s s .  

HcKap herself, n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  falls i n t o  t h e  t r a p  of 

s t e r e o t y p i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  instances, B e s i d e s  h a v i n g  t h e  

Oriental p a s s i o n  f o r  f a n - t a n , "  L i  Ho i s  " t h e  e t e r n a l  S?hinx 

wrapped i n  a n  everlast ing yesterdayw: h e  d o e s  not "have e v e n  a 



b e g i n n i n g f t  b u t  was " a l w a y s  there."66 The " y e l l o w  p a r c h m e n t  of 
- -- - 

h i s  face w a s  a g e l e s s ;  a g e l e s s  a l s o  t h e  i n s c r u t a b l e ,  b l a n k  

eyes."b'  Despite her i n t e n t i o n a l  d e n i a l  of L i  Ha's 

i n s c r u t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of h i s  e m o t i o n a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  

Dr. F a r r s s  d e a t h ,  5cRay  h e r s e l f  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  uses t h e  

s t e r e o t y p e :  ti Ho "keeps his sec ie tsw;  h e  p o s s e s s e s  a " C h i n e s e  

i n s c r u t a b i l i t y n ;  S p e n c e  f e e l s  " h i s  i n s c r u t a b l e  e y e s  o n  h i s  

faceu; L i  Ho8s  e y e s  " l o o k e 4  blandlyv i n t o  S p e n c e ' s  eyes;  i n  t h e  

h a l f - l i g h t  t h e  " i n s c r u t a b l e  Lacew c h a n g e s  e v s r  s o  l i t t l e ;  L i  

4"' ' w i n s c r u t a b l s ,  orieatal eyes look for a aotxtent i n t o  t h e  

Y 
m k  eyss of t h e  w h i t e  a a n m t 1 6 8  3cKay u n d o u b t e d l y  p r e s e n t s  t h i s  

i n s c ~ u t a b i l i t y  a s  a r a c i a l  t r a i t ,  i t t h e  p r o d u c t  of forcss u e  c a n  

o n l y  g u e s s  a t " ,  not just a n  i n c l i ~ i d u a l ~ s  e c c e n t r i c i t y :  o n e  man,  

a f t e r  " t w e n t y  y t a r s  i n  C h i n a H  l e a r n e d  t h a t  "the O r i e n t a l  m i n d  i s  

b e y o n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  lE69 

ti k e a 5 p h i  fix, fi if@ l y t ~ u s e v e ~ f r ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~  +scats- 

h e  " n e v e r  l i s t s n s  b u t  h e  a l w a y s  hears . " 'O  E v e n  i f  n o t  t o l d ,  "he 

w i l l  know a n y w a y O n ? l  H i s  knowledge e x t e n d s  frog t h e  p r o f o m d  a n d  

mysterious t o  t h e  t r i v i a l :  h e  k n o w s  t h e  story b e h i n d  the 

d o c t o r ' s  i l l n e s s  a n d  d i s t u r b i n g  b e h a v i o u r ,  a n d  a l w a y s  k n o w s  _----------------- 

B 
6 7  Ibid., p. 10. 



- -- - ppp - - - - - - -- - - 

- -  - 

w h e r e  t o  f i n d  Desire s h e n  s h e  v a n i s h e s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  L i  Ho 
J 

appears i n  t h e  rzqht p l 3 c e  a t  tfie rigK€ t i r p e C - h e S m  S p e n c e  

from t h e  m s t a r i n g - d o u n n ' d u e l  w i t h  t h e  doctor b y  a timely d 
a r r i v a l .  

5cK3yg5 endeavour to c o u n t e r a c t  t h e  s t r o n g  a n t i - O r i e n t a l  

s e n t i m e n t s  w h i c h  p e r v a d e  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  i n  1921 is 

c o m m e n d a b l e ,  B u t ,  h e r  e f f o r t  is n o t  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e .  HcKap f i g h t s  
- - - 

a l o s i n g  b a t t l e  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  the g e n e r a l  p r e v a i l i n g  s e n t i r e n t s  

a r e  so  s t r o n g l y  a n 3  p e r v a s i v e l y  a g a i n s t  Chinese, Her c e n s u r e  i s  

l i g h t  i n  c < o p a h s o n  t o  the t i r a d e s  l e v e l l e d  a g a i n s t  Chinese no t  

o n l y  by n o v e l i s t s  of n e r  d a y  b u t  a l s b  by n e w s p a p e r s  a6d 

a a q a z i n e s  a n d  politicians. 3f g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e ,  t h o u g h ,  is  h e r  

own s u c c u e b i n q  t o  s t e r e o t y p i n g ,  D e s p i t e  hzr recog~ition of t h e  

s t e r e o t y p e ,  HcKap is s t i l l  e n s n a r e d  b y  a b i a s  that l e 3 d s  t o  t h e  

p e r p e t u a t i o n  of s t e r e o t y p i n g .  
e 

'kp&ap p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 3 2 1 ,  vehemently S e n i g r a t e s  e v e r y t h i n g  
'\ 

Chinese, f r b n  Chinese m u s i c  t o  C h i n e s e  marriages. He sees 

n o t h i n g  a d m i r a b l e  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  p e o p l e :  i n s t e a d ,  h e  shows t h e m  

a s  l i q u o r  l a v e r s ,  t h i e v e s  a n d  s u ? e r s t i t i o u s  f o o l s - ,  Y a t s o n  

re i tera tes  e v e r y  prejudice connected w i t h  Chinese, and  r e p e a t s  

the u s u a l  reasons for d e s i r i n g  them o u t  of t h e  c o u n t r y :  they a r e  

3 a n g e r o n s  t o  C a n a d i a n  s o c i e t y ,  

Patson is t h e  o n l y  author wBo d e v o t e s  significsnt a t t - e n t i o n  
\ 

to Chi- 3~ts. tfe w ~ ~ i n 4 - j r s - - - p ~  

u n p l e a s a n t  t o  t h e  e3r .  Sing sits before  h i s  stove  "scraping sway 



on 3 C h i n e s e  f i d d l e ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  most u n e a r t h l y  c a t - c a l l s  from 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

t h e  t h i n g  an3  s i n g i n q  to h i m s e l f  i n  a t h i n  f a l s e t t o  v o i c e . " ? z  

Y a t s o n * ~  c h o i c e  of'lFscrapen t o  describe t h e  m o v s D e n t  of S i n g ' s  

bow o n  " t h e  t h i n g M  is  deliberate b e c a u s e  only "scrapingn c a n  - 
p r o d u c e  s u c h  * * u n e a r t h l y  c a t - c a l l s , "  S i n g ' s  v o i c ?  i s  " t h i n N ,  

ster+otp?ical  of t h e  f a m i l i a r  C h i n e s e  o p e r a t i c  voice C a n a d i a n s  

see a s  n 3 t u r a l  t o  all C h i n e s e ,  

I n  the saze  vtia i s  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of Chinese Piamam The 
t h e a t r e  is " v e r y  b a d l y  l i g h t e d 1 ' ;  u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  " r o u g h ,  u o o d e n ,  

b 3 c k l e s s  b e n c h e s m  pass for seats.?'  U n l i k e  i n  w e s t e r n  d r a m a ,  t h e  
- -- - 

s c e n e r y  o n  s t a g e  " r e q u i r e *  n o  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  b e i n g  m e r e l y  a  number 

o f  p l a i n ,  a o v a b l e  p a r t i t i o n s ,  d r a u g h t - s c r e e n s  a n d  c h a i r s . "  7 4  

gore incoe r e h e n s i b f e  is t h e  l a c k  of a d r o p - c u r t a i n ,  s o  that f /' 
scene s h i f t e r s  n w o r k e 3  in f u l l  v i e w  of t h e  a u d i e n c e , .  r e i a o v i n q  

f u r n i t u r e  a n d  k n o c k i n g  down p a r t i t i o n s - w i t h  h a m m e r s  d u r i n ' g  t h e  

v o c a l - r e n d e r i n g  of some of t h e  t h r i l l i n g  p a s s a g e s  of t h e  

operamW75 T h e  C h i n e s e  * e q u i v a l e n t  of a p r i m a - d o n n a g *  is  d r e s s e d  

~ o s t  g a u i l i l y  i n  n s i l k s  eabfazonea w i t h  g o l d  s p a n g l e s ,  t i n s e l  a n d  

g l a s s  jewels, v i t h  a s t r a n g e  head-dress, t h r e e  feet h i g h ,  

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f e a t h e r s  and  DO.-pons," 7 6  A l t h o u g h  c o n s i d e r e d  a 
/ - ,  ------------------ 



longern t h a n  h e r  ewen sore u n n a t u r a l  w f o u r - i n c b - l o n g  feett*, a a k e  

" f l e s h  c r e e p , "  

i i a t s o n  implies t h a t  Chinese a c t o t s  30 n o t  t a k e  t h e i r  

p r o f e s s i o n  seriously, Yhen a d u e l  o c c u r s  o n  s t a g e ,  t h e  Empress* 

r e t i n u e  "case o u t  f r o m  t h e  w i n g s  s p e c i a l l y  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  
- - - 

s i g h t . "  a s  d o  the "rank a n d  file of t h e  R o y a l  8odyguard - - w i t h  

e a p h a s i s  o n  t h e  gabR who "stood i d l y  by  e n j o y i n g  t h e  
1 

c- 

spectacle;" 7 7  F o r  Y a t s o n ,  t h e  a c t o r s  seem t o  h a v e  t u r n e d  
-- 

audience; t h e y  h a v e  n o  d i s c i p l i n e  o r  o r d e r .  a c t o r s  come o n  s t a g e  

n o t  because t h e y  a r e  to be there a c c o r d i n g  t o  the s c r i p t  b u t  
B 

s i a p l y  because t h e y  30 n o t  want t o  a i s s  w i t n e s s i n g  a s c e n e .  

g a t s o n o s  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  p e j o r a t i v e  h i g h l i g h t i n g  of "m" 
e m p h a s i z e s  h i s  n e g a t i v e  3 e p i c t i n g  of t h e  a c t o r s ,  S i m i l a r l y ,  his 

s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  C a p t a i n  of t h e  G u a r d ,  "3s s o o n  a s  h e  h a d  
-- 

f i n i s h e d  d y i n g ,  r o s e  t o  his f e e t  a n d  w a l k e d  c a l s l y  o f f  t h e  \ 

s t a q e , "  IRA both t h e  a p p a r e n t l y  l e n g t h y  t i se  taken fo r  t h e  

C a p t a i n  t o  d i e  a n d  his breaking t h e  i l l u s i o n  by w a l k i n g  off the 

s t a g e  a f t e r w a r d ,  ' 8  

As f o r  m u s i c a l  acco+panlrent, t h e  o r c h e s t r a  rakes n o  

a t t e a p t  t o  complerent t h e  singing but i n s t e a d  ~ a k e s  w s t r e n ~ o u s ,  

and at times, v e r y  effective attempts to  drown t h e  s q u e a l s  of 



- - - - - -  

t h e  L e a d i a g  Lady," 7 9  T h e  orchestra i t s e l f  i s  i n  d i s c o r d ,  each 
- - A-- pppp---pp 

instraaent f o f f o u i n g  its own t i m i n g  u i t h  n o  overall harmony. T h e  

conductor uas " 1 3 y i n g  OR, a l t s r n a t e l y ,  t o  a C h i n e s e  drum and 

what looked l i k e  t u o  e r p t y  cocoanut shells, whacking out a 

s p e c i e s  .=rf r a g - t i a e  a11 oa h i s  o w n ,  while the ' two o t h e r , a e ~ b e r s  

of t h e  ban3 were perfora ing  on b i g h - p i t c h e d  C h i n e s e  fiddles, 

d e t e r r i n d  e v i d e n t l y  03 k e e p i n g  up t h e  racket a t  a11 costs." a .  
- - 

3'stsonf s log e s t i a a t i m  sf t h e = .  can b e  s e e n  i n  his sarcast ic  

co~aent t h 3 t  " t h e s e  were resf artists and t h e y  p l a y e d  e n t i r e l y  

from mesoryR u n l i k e  t k s  r h i t e  ssn who  n o d e s t 1 7  and  wisely 
- 
- 

d e p e n d s  on 4 s b e e t  susic," 8' biatson suss u p  the n a s i c i a n s  

a t t i t u d e  by their 3ress :  s h i r t - s l e e v e s .  

In line w i t h  t h o  o ther  aspects of Chinese t h e a t r e ,  the - 
p l o t ,  too ,  i s  n o t  u n i f i e d  or consistent. S t r i n g i n g  events 

t 
t o g e t h e r  i s . " a b s o l u t e l y  ne s s a r y H  b e c a u s e  the 3 3  has t o  lsst 4) 

w s e n t e n c ~ 3  t o  death b y  n i ~ b l i n g  --E l i t t l e  piece t o  b e  s k e w e r e d  

out  of h i m  every two hours,  Chinese time* because  of n is  " b o l d ,  

bad,  5 1 0 0 . 3 - t h i r s t y n  c b s r a r t e r  a n 3  h i s  u n f o r g i v a b l e  k i d n a p p i n 3  of 

the o n l y  d a u g h t e r  of t h e  Sap  ess.  8 3  Yet, even a f t e r  h e  l a t e r  cf 
kills t h e  C a p t a i n  of the Guar3, -a number of i n f l u e n t i a l  people 
-+---------------- 

?A fbid., p. 130. 

' 0  m. ' / -  ----, 



k i d n a p p e i  opIy d a u g h t e r  of the ~mpreis" ~ - ~ A ~ s - - E ~ - & - s ~ - - ~ - ~  

t h e  qroun5s of h i s  b e i n g  3 gallant f i g h t e r .  

The ~ u d i e n c e  is made up of n O r i e n t a l s ,  who,  f o r  the most 

p a r t ,  v e r e  5irty, v i l e - s e e f l i n g  a n d  expectorating." U a t s o n  
'i 

t a k e s  p a i n  t o  l e a v e  .@d doubt about t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r :  "There vere 

not vpry  m a n y - g e n t l e m e n  t h e r e . "  8 5  T h e s e  C - h i n e s e  were " s t o l i d ,  

gaun t - j ave5 ,  sfit-eyed.* 8 6  Although t h e y  s e e a e d  i n t e n s e l y  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  performance, Yatson c a l l s  i n t o  ques t ion  t h e  
C 

quality of t h e  show by t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  to  it: not a single 

fro@ those "sphinx-faced yellow menw t h r o u g h o u t  e v e n  " t h e  most 

i n t e n s e l y  d r a s a t i c  i n c i A e n t s , "  $ 7  U a t s o n  comments d e r i s i v e l y  

that "cabbages 2 n d  Sa4 e g g s ,  so d e a r  to the h e 3 r t  of t h e  vhite 

a c t o r ,  m o u l d  h3ve S e e n  preferable t o  t h a t  funereal s i lence ."  

To contrjst t h e  noisy, q3u5y  and a r t i f i c i a l  acting o n  t h e  
-- 

-- - - -- ----- ---- 
C h i n e s e  stage,  Yatson shovs w h i t e  a a n s s  a c t i n g  t o  be n a t u r a l  and 

u n p r e t e n t i o u s ,  needing no props ,  A l t h o u g h  the c h a r z c t e r  J im h a s  

no costuae ,  no B U S ~ C ~ ~  3 c c o s p a n i % e n t  and no sake-up, h i s  

r e n d e r i n g  of Eobert a u r n s l  - i r n t o r t a l  posm o n  b r o t h e r l y  l o v e M  i s  

a r r e s t i n g ,  c o s n a n d i e j  an2 "delivered w i t h  t h e  true n a t i v e  



g e s t i c u l 3 t i p n  were t h e  p e r f e c t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 3 p o e t ,  a 

t y s t i c ,  a v e r i t a b l e  T h e s p i a n .  On a n d L o n  Jia w e n t  i n  
- 

u n i n t e r r u p t e d ,  3 l a o s t  breathless s i l e n c e , "  T h e  C h i n e s e  8 

a u d i e n c e  i s  h e 1 3  s p e l l h o u n d  b y  t h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  a n d  ''when h e  

f i n i s h 2 4  t h e r e  was a r o u n 3  of a p p l a u s e ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  C h i n a o e n  

j o i n e d  sos t  n o i s i l y  - -an u n u s c a l  t h i n g  f o r  t h e m  who h a d  s a t  

t h r o u c j h o u t  the e n t i r e  evening's p l a y  of t h e i r  own w i t h o u t  t h e  
- - 

- s l i g h t e s t  s h o w  of a p r s c i a  tion."B9 

H a t s o n  h a s  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  a i s r e p r e s e n t e d  C h i n e s e  b e h a v i o u r ,  

n o r m a f l y e n o i s y  a n d  i n v o l v e d  d g r i n g  a p l a y ,  s o  t h a t  h e  can d r a w  

t k i 6  s t a r k  c o n t r 3 s t  i n  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n .  Y a t s o n 8  s i n t e n t i o n  of 

showing t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  of gestern a r t  o v e r  C h i n e s e  a t t e m p t s  i s  

u n f f i s t s k a b l e .  T o  u n d e r l i n e  h i s  ~ b i n t ,  W a t s o n  has Jia c o n t i n u e  

w i ~ p r e s s i v e l y  i n t 3  t h e  f a r e u e f f  e x h o r t a t i o n  of P o l o n i u s  t o  

L a e r t e s ,  o u t  o f  t l a n l s t . t s  9 0  Jim's r e c i t a t i o n  i s  o f  s u c h  

i n t l n s i t y  of e m o t i o n  t h 3 t  h e  is u o S l i v i o u s  - of 311 b u t  - -- t h e  - - c h a r m  - - - - - 
o f  t h e  w o r d s  h e  uttered, c s r e f u l  l e s t  a s i n g l e  p h r a s e  m i g h t  p a s s  

h i s  lips w i t h o u t  its d u e  m e a s u r e  of e x p r e s s i o n .  Ye f i n i s h e d  i n  a 

w h i s p e r ;  h i s  v o i c e  f u l l  of e ~ o t i o n  a n d  t e a r s  g l i s t e r j i n g  i n  his 

d e e p - s s t  eyes," This aoving speech s o  n f u l l  3f e m o t i o n s w  causes 

a a a z e a e n t  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  audience u n u s e d  t o  the p o w e r  o f  ' r e a l 1  

a r t .  Yatson a l s o  juxtaposes C h i n e s e  a c t i n g  a g a i n s t  Jim's 

vigorous r e n d e r i n g  of t h e  " f a m o u s  Black D o u g l a s  of S c o t l a n d ,  ------------------ 



\ -  -- - - - - - - - - 

f i q h t i n q  h i s  fast f i g h t  against Hoors in Spain." Whereas 

Matson e a r l i e r  d i s m i s s e s  a d u e l  h e  C h i n e s e  play w i t h  the 
$ 

i r o n y - f i l l e d  comment  _ t h a t  i t  was "'very r e a l i s t i c w ,  h e  now 

d e s c r i b e s  i n  f u l l  an5 c o m p e l l i n g  d e t a i l  Jim's s u p e r i o r  a c t i n g :  

- P a r r y i n g  ~ n d  t h r u s t i n g  w i t h  his i m a g i n a r y  s w o r d ,  g a s p i n g ,  

p a n t i n g  i n  a s s u m e d  e x h a u s t i o n ,  s t a g g e r i n g ,  r e c o v e r i n g  a n d  

f i g h t i n g  a g a i n ,  t h e n  f e i g n i n g  w o u n d s  o f  a d e a d l y  n a t u r e . "  

Although f i g h t i n g  3 n  iffusory eneay,  J f rnas  d u e l  is more ' r e a l *  

a n d  ' b e l i e v a b l e t  t h a n  t h e  C h i n e s e  d u e l .  U a t s o n  m a k e s  h i s  p o i n t  

c l e a r l y :  C h i n e s e  a r t  c a n n o t  b e  c o m p a r e d  t o  s u p e r i o r  Y e s t e r n  a r t ,  

Watson s h o w s  Chinese marriage c u s t ~ s s  a s  s n c i u i f i z e d ,  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  t o n e  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  seems t o  b e  a l i g h t - h e a r t e d  

t e a s i n g  o f  S i n g ,  W a t s o n  i n s i d i o u s l y  p l a n t s  a n  e x t r e s e l y  n e g a t i v e  

i s a g e  of C h i n e s e .  S i n g  h a s  'no  m o r a l  q u a l m s  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  a 

s G c o n d  w i f e ;  S i n g  f e e l s  he h a s  a r i g h t  
. . 

Se i n d i g n a n t  

t h a t  his wife d i d  k o t  obey h i s  o r d e r s  t o  p u r c h a s e  a 
- - -- -- - - 

- 

fourteen-year old g i r l  a s  a s e c o n d  w i f e .  W a t s o n . c r i t i c i z e s  t o o  

t h e  a p p a r e n t l y  u n r o s a n t i c ,  b u s i n e s s - l i k e  a t t i t u d e  o f  C h i n e s e  

t o w a r d s  a a f r i a g e .  S i n g  is q u i t e  p r a c t i c a l  o v e r  t h e  issue. T h e  

f i r s t  q i r l  o f f e r e d  i s  p a s s a b l e ,  b u t  e x p e n s i v e  f o r  h e r  q o d e r a t e  

l o o k s ;  t h e  s e c o n d  g i r l  c9sts more b e c a u s e  s h e  is slightly more 

m a t u r e ,  is b e t t e r  l o o k i n g  a n d  h a s  a more r e f i n e d  a p p e a r a n c e .  

S i n g  b a r g a i n s  w i t h  t h e  f a t h e r  of b o t h  g i r l s  o v e r  t h e  s u n  of 

aoney  t o  b e  p a i d .  T h i s  p u r c & a s i n g  of a wife d e g r a d e s  w h a t  w h i t e s  
-'v 

see a s  "holy a a t r i t o n y m ,  s a k i n g  i t  s o ~ e t h i n g  a k i n  t o  t e e n a g e  ------------------ 
9 '  I b i d . ,  p.297-298. 



- --  - - - ~ p~ - - --- - 

s l a v e r y .  Y a t s o n f s  c h o i c e  of t h e  e a r l y  a g e  of t h e  q i r l s  is s o l e l y  

f o r  s e n s a t i o n a l i s n ,  t o  h e i g h t e n  t h e  i m m o r a l i t y  W a t s o n  sees  

e v i d e n t  i n  C h i n e s e .  H e  emphasizes that S i n g ,  a m i d d l e - a g e d  man 

seeking o u t  y o u n g  t e e n a g e r s  f o r  his mistress, is l e c h e r o u s .  

T h i s  p i c t u r e  is e n t i r e l y  a i s l e a d i n g  a n d  r s v e a l s  W a t s o n ' s  

i g n o r a n c e  o f  C h i n e s e  c u s t o m  a n d  C a n a d i a n  law. T h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  

mistress v o u l d  n o r e a l l y  be o l d e r ,  a t  least s e v e n t e e n ,  more 

usually in her early t w e n t i e s .  Only t h e  v e r y  r i c h  c a n  a f f o r d  

time and  money  o n  a s e c o n d  wi fe .  S i n c e  a s e c o n d  u i f e  is 

r e a s o n a b l e  o n l y  i f  t h e  first vife c a n n o t  b e a r  sons t o  c a r r y  o n  

t h e  f a m i l y  name,  s h i r e d  h e l p  w o u l d  h a v e  s u f f i c e d  f o r  S i n g ' s  

wife. E v e n  i n  C h i n a  t h i s  p r a c t i s e  of a s e c o n d  v i f e  is n o t  common 

a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  the man comes from t h e  l a b o u r i n g  clsss. F o r  a n  

overseas C h i n e s e  who h a s  d i f f i c u l t y  s a v i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  money  taF R' 
p a y  h i s  f a r e  b a c k  t o  C h i n a  a n d  t o  h a v e  some spa re  s o  t h a t  ye 
m i g h t  l i v e  i n  r e l a t i v e  ease f o r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  

- - -  

l i f e  , a second w i f e  i s  a  r a r i t y .  W a t s o n  h a s   isr represented t h e '  

Chinese l a b o u r e r :  S i n g  seems u n u s u a l l y  p r o s p e r o u s  f o r  a  I 
.- 

f a r m - h a n i .  a e s i d e s ,  C a n a d i a n  law t h e n  f o r b q d e  t h e  e n t r a n c a  of 

Chinese w i v e s ;  a s e c o n d  wi fe  w o u l d  b e  of n o  u s e  t o  S i n q  b e c a u s e  

s h e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  f o l l o w  h i m  i n t o  C a n a d a .  I n d e e d ,  a  

s e c o n d  w i f e  w o u l d  be a bad i n v e s t m e n t ,  a n d  n o  man w o u l d  waste 

h i s  h a r d - e a r n e d  money  s o  u n n e c e s s a r i l y .  S i n g  i n  his p r a c t i c a l i t y  

w o u l d  know be t t e r  than t o  i n v e s t  f o u r  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  i n  a v i f e  

h e  can only see once i n  many years ,  while thgt w i f e  ,- 

p r o g r e s s i v e l y  o lde r .  H e  h a s  a d i f f i c u l t  e n o u g h  t i n e  k e e p i n g  h i s  
i 
? 
! 
d 
t 



- - - pp - - - 

e x t e n d e d  f a a i l y  f i n a n c i a l l y  s a t i s f i e d  a n y w a y ,  

A l t h o u g h  i d a t s o n  does n o t  a c t u a l l y  s h o w  S i n g  d r u n k ,  h e  d o o s  - - 

p o r t r a y  S i n g  a s  a n  a v i d  a l c o h o l - l o v e r . 9 2  S i n g  is i n t e r e s t e d  o n l y  

i n  h a r d  l i q u o u r :  " s c o t c h e e  w h i s k e y "  a n d  "sam s o u e y l * .  I n  

c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  w h i t e  men d r i n k  o n l y  l e m o n a d e ,  a d r i n k  w h i c h  S i n g  

s c o r n s ,  c l a i  i t  is n o t  g o o d  e n o u g h  f o r  a C h i n a m a n .  W a t s o n  

h a s  c l e a r l y  r e v e r s e d  r e a l i t y :  C h i n e s e  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  h a v e  

h a d  a h i s t o r y  of sobriety, w h e r e a s  a common c o m p l a i n t  a b o u t  

w h i t e  l a b o u r e r s  u a s  t h e i r  d r u n k e n n e s s  a f t e r  p a y - d a y  a n d  d u r i n g  

f e s t i v i t i e s .  A p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  r e v e r s a l  i s  t h a t  U a t s o n  

wants to create a new stereotype sf Chinese a s  secretly 

p o s s e s s e d  by t h a t  e v i l  v i c e  of  d r i n k .  

i f a t s o n  e c h o e s  t h e  s t e r ? o t y p e  o f  C h i n e s e  a s  t h i e v l s .  S i n g  

dons a m a s k  o f  i n n o c e n c e  vhen q u e s t i o n e d  a b o u t  t w e n t y  m i s s i n g  

c h i c k e n s  a n d  b l a a e s  t h e  l o s s  o n  c o y o t e s  b u t  i s  c o r n e r e d  when Jim 

c h a l l e n g e s  h i m  a b o u t  the "bones i n  the q a r b a g e  h e a p w . 9 3  W a t s o n  
- - 

aoes n o t  l e a v e  t h e  i s s u e  h a n g i n g  o n  mere s u s p i c i o n  b u t  

s u b s t a n t i a t e s  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e :  " S u d d e n l y  S i n g . . . . r o s e ,  o p e n e d  t h e  

o v e n  door a n d  b r o u g h t  o u t  t u o  b e a u t i f u l l y  r oas t ed  c h i c k e n s ,  l a i d  

t h e  p a n  down o n  t o p  o f  t h e  s t o v e  a n d  r u b b e d  h i s  h a n d s  i n  

p l e a s a n t  a n t i c i p a t i ~ n , ~  W a t s o n  leaves n o  d o u b t  t h a t  S i n g ,  a n d  

n o t  a c o y o t e ,  i s  g u i l t y  o f  s t e a l i n g  most, i f  n o t  a l l ,  of the 

m i s s i n g  c h i c k e n s :  nI n e v e r  k n e w  t h e  c h i n k  y e t  t h a t  c o u l d  r es i s t  R 

a c h i c k e n  c o o p ,  He's e v e n  worse t h a n  t h e  n i g g e r  i s - f o r  t h a t . "  



- - - - - - - - - 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  Y a t s o n  s h o w s  h i s  c o n t e m p t  f o r  C h i n e s e  a s  h e  

r i d i c u l e s  C h i n e s e  s u p e r s t i t i o n s ,  s e t t i n g  u p  i n  c o n t r a s t  t h e  two 
4 

w h i t e  p r o t a g a n i s t s  who a r e  i n t e l l i g e n t  e n o u g h  t o  know b e t t e r  

t h a n  t o  j o l i e v e  s u c h  " t o w f o o l  n o t i o n [ s ]  t h e s e  l o o n i e s  

have ."g*  A f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  b e h i n d  t h e  w i d e l y  u s e d  

c h i c k e n  o a t h ,  t h e  two w h i t e  men c o n v e r s e  i n  a  l a n g u a g e  

c h o c k - f u l l  o f  s a r c a s a  a n d  i n n u e n d o e s  d i r e c t e d  a t  

C h i n 5 s e . 9 5  All s u p e r s t i t i o n s  h e l d  b y  C h i n e s e  a r e  f o o l i s h  a n d  

n o n s e n s i c a l ,  a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  a r e  t h i c k - s k u l l e d  a n d  d e n s e  f o r  

a c c e p t i n q  s u c h  n o t i o n s ,  

S i m i l a r l y  l a u g h 2 4  down i s  t h e  C h i n e s e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i n  t h e  

n i g h t  black c a t s  kee? d e v i l s  away. ' ' S i n g  a n d  h i s  k i n d  t h i n k  t h a t  

when t h e r e ' s  n o  l i g h t ,  s a f e t y  liss i n  h a v i n g  b l a c k  c a t s  a r o u n d .  

Somehow h i s  S a t a n i c  H a j e s t y  - - p o o r  d e v i l - -  is s c a r e d  f o r  b l a c k  

c a t s , " 9 6  W a t s o n  m a k e s  n o  a t t e m p t  t o  see b e h i n d  t h i s  

s u p e r s t i t i o n .  B l a c k  c a t s  e e r g o  into-  t h e  d a r k n e s s  a n d  l e a v e  o n l y  

t h e i r  bright e y e s  g l o w i n g ;  s u c h  a s i g h t  w o u l d  s c a r e  3 n y o n e  who 

i n  t h e  d a r k  u n e x p e c t e 3 l y  s t u m b l e s  u p o n  t h e s e  c a t s ,  p e r h a p s  e v e n  

d e v i l s ,  W a t s o n  m a k e s  n o  a e n t i o n  of t h e  c a t s f  e y e s  b u t  d i r e c t s  

his r e a d e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  l a u g h a b l e  s p e c t a c l e  of " t h r e e  ugly 

black c a t s n  w i t h  nerect t a i l s N ,  w h o s e  most v i o l e n t  a c t i o n  i s  t o  
* 



r u b  a n d  p u r r  a r o u n 5  and  against t h e i r  m a s t e r n s  l e g s . 9 7  M a t s o n g s  

r e a l  c o n c e r n  is t o  r i d i c u l e - S i n g ' s  f e a r  of t h e  d a r k :  " T h e  d a r k  
4 

d n d  t h e  d e v i l  w o r k  a s o r t  o f  c o - o p e r a t i v e  b u s i n e s s  a g a i n s t  t h e ,  

chink. T h a t  is  w h y  S i n g  k e e p s  h i s  l i g h t  b u r n i n g  a l l  n i ~ j h t . " ~ a  

U a t s o n  is g r o s s l y  w r o n g  i n  t h e  r e a s o n i n g s  h e  o f f e r s  f o r  

s o m e  o f  t h e  s u p e r s t i t i o n .  Ah S i n g  p u t s  " c h i c k e n ,  p i e c e s  p o r k ,  

p u n k  s t i c k m  o n  t h e  g r a v e  of h i s  s i s t e r - i n - l a w  a l l e g e d l y  t o  
* 

a p p e a s e  t h e  d e v i l  who w i l l  "come a n d  eat'm up ,"  who w i l l  

p h y s i c a l l y  consuee t h e  f o o d .  9 9  H a t s o n ' s  r e s e a r c h  is  f a u l t y  a n d  

his r e a s o n i n g  i s  w r o n g .  C h i n e s e  d o  n o t  o f f e r  f o o d  o n  J r a v e s  f o r  

t h . e , b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  s t i l l  a l i v e ,  n e i t h e r  d o  t h e y  o f f e r  t h e  

f o o d '  a n d  j o s s - s t i c k s  t c  d e v i l s ,  C h i n e s e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no 

s p i q t u a l  f o o d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  w o r l d  a n d  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t e d  s o u l  

d e p e n d s  f o r  f o o d  o n  r e l a t i v e s  o r  f r i e n d s  s t i l l  l i v i n g :  t h o s e  

a l i v e  s y m b o l i c a l l y  o f f e r  f o o d  t o  t h e  d e p a r t e d  s o u l ,  T h e  p e r s o n  

o f f e r i n g  t h e  f o o d  does n o t  6 e n e f Z t  f r o m  h i s  a c t  b u t  m e r e l y  

carries o u t  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  h o p e  t h a t ' p , e r h a p s  s o m e o n e  w i l l  - 
l a t e r  do t h s  same f o r  him. The f o o d  i t s e l f  is n o t  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  

p h y s i c a l l y  c o n s u m e d  b y  t h e  d e a d  p e r s o n ,  b u t  s p i r i t u a l l y  a c c e p t e d  
- .  

- - ?  - L: 

b y  t h e  d e p a r t e d  s o u l .  

W a t s o n  r i d i c u l e s  Sing's s u p e r s t i t i o n s  b u t  n o t  f o r  mere f u n .  

W a t s o n  sees S i n g ,  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  a n d  a l l ,  a s  a d a n g e r o u s  a n d  

u n d e s i r a b l e  e l e m e n t  i n  s o c i e t y .  T o  u n d e r s c o r e  h i s  p o i n t ,  U a t s o n  ------------------ 
9 7  L b u . ,  p . 2 6 8 .  

9 9  Ibid., p . 2 6 9 .  



s o t s e 3 u s t  f r o m  a broora  o v e r  h i m  1 o o + U a t s o n  b a s s  a w h o l e  s c e n e  a -xP=-J, 
o n  5 i&*s  a l l e q e d  s u p e r s t i t i o n  t h a t  " P o i n t e m  b l o o m  C h i n a m a n ,  

s o m e b o d y  b 9 1 0 n q  h i m  die e v e l y  t i m e . H l o l  W a t s o n  l e n d s  r e a l i t y  t o  

S i n s ' s  b e l i e f  w i t h  a p p a r e n t  f a c t s :  " o n e  time, w h i t e  man h i t  me 

b l o o m ,  - - s y  lil b o y  h e  d i e  s a a e  d a y  away  C h i n a . "  / 
J u s t . a s  h e  is wrong about t h e  meat o f f e r e d  s t  t h e  g r a v e ,  

H a t s o n  i s  w r o n g  a b o u t  t h i s  s u p e r s t i t i o n .  C h i n e s e  d o  n o t  t h i n k  * 

t h a t  a b r u s h  by  a b r o o m  m e a n s  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a l o v e d  one,  b u t  30 

believe t h a t  a  s p k k i t  d w e l l s  w i t h i n  e v e r y  o b j e c t .  a r u s h i n g  

s o m e o n e  w i t h  a b r o o ~  w i l l  cause t h e  b r o o m - s p i r i t  t o  b r i n g  bad  
9 

l u c k  t o  t h a t  b r u s h e d  p e r s o n ,  b u t  " b a d  l u c k t t i & e a n s  g e n a r a l  

i l l - f o r t u n e ,  n e i t h e r  n e c e s s a r i l y  n o r  c o m m o n l y  a d e a t h .  A r g u a b l y ,  

W a t s o n  c o u l d  h a v e  m e a n t  this b e l i e f  t o  b e  S i n g ' s  p a r t i c u l a r  

b e l i e f .  H o w e v e r ,  Y a t s o n  h a s  a l r e a d y -  p r e s e n t e d  S i n g  a s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a l l  C h i n e s e ,  " l i k e  m o s t  Chinar r t en , " lO*  U a t s o n  

u n d o u b t e d l y  sets u p  t h i s  s u p e r s t i t i o n  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  t o  m a g n i f y  

t h e  f o o l i s h  n a i v s t s  of C h i n e s a ,  a n d  S i n g ' s  v i o l e n t  r e a c t i o n ,  

t h u s  s t i r r i n g  u p  t o  an e v e n  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  h i s  r e a d e r ' s  

a n t i - O r i e n t a l  feelings, 

W a t s o n  o v e r d o e s  a n d  s e n s a t i o n a l i z e s  S i n g ' s  w o u t r a g e o u s w  

r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  n i n s u l t N ,  E i l e e n  had n o t  s w e p t  dust o v e r  S i n g  

intentionally; indeed, Sing l s r i n  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  broom." Yet, he ------------------ 



b e c o m e s  d a n g e r o u s  a s  a b e a r .  H i s  n o r m a l  u s h u f f l i n g  g a i t n  i s  b u t  

a d e c e p t i o n ,  f o r  now S i n g  s h o w s  h i s  t r u e  c o l o u r s ,  H e  becomes 

" b e a r - l i k e  i n  h i s  3 g i l i t y w ;  h e  f r i g h t e n s  a l a d y ,  a p o o r  i n n o c , e n t  

l a d y ;  h e  t h r e a t e n s  a n d  a l i o s t  c o m m i t s  m u r d e r  f o r  s u c h  a n  

i n s i g n i f i c a n t  o f f e n s e .  B e c a u s e  W a t s o n ' s  r e a s o n i n g  i s  w r o n g ,  

S i n g ' s  r e a c t i o n  is c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  i n a c c u r a t e .  W a t s o n  a d m i t s  

t h a t  S i n g  h a s  "a  w h o l e s o m e  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  p o w e r  of  t h e  w h i t e  

m a n ' s  l a ~ . ~ l o 3  A l l  t h e  aore  u n l i k e l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  S i n g  w o u l d  

s u d d e n l y  l o s e  h i s  h e a d  a n d  g o  o n  s u c h  a w i l d  r a n p a g e ,  No C h i n e s e  

who b e l i e v e s  a b r u s h  from a broom b r i n g s  b a d  l u c k  w o u l d  r e a c t  

w i t h  S i n g ' s  f e r o c i t y .  T h e  C h i n e s e  may b e  a n g r y  a n d  may e v e n  

h a r b o u r  t h a t  a n g e r  f o r  a p e r i o d  of time; h e  m i g h t  b e c o m e  

p h y s i c a l l y  a b u s i v e  i f  e x t r e m e l y  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  a n d  o n  e q u a l  

g r o u n d s  w i t h  t h e  o f f e n d e r .  B u t ,  h o w e v e r  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  h e  is, 

S i n g ' s  f e a r  of t h e  p o w e r  of w h i t e  m a n ' s  law a n d  his s e r v i l e  

p o s i t i o n  make t h e  v i o h n c ~  h+qh* u n l i k e l y .  

S e n s a t i o n a l i s m  a s i d e ,  h o w e v e r ,  S i n g  i s  s u i t a b l y  " t h r a s h e d  

upst  b y  P h i l ' s  H e r c u l e a n  t h r o w ;  h i s  e y e s  a r e  s w o l l e n  a n 3  h e  i s  - :- . -. 
l i m p i n g ;  "An e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  d e e p e s t  h u m i l i t y  a n d  c r i n g e  w 3 s  

o n  h i 3  b a t t e r e d  c o n n t e n a n ~ e , ~ l o ~  T h i s  " s l i t - e y e d  S o n  o f  

C o n f u c i u s n  who d a r e s  t h r e a t e n  p o o r  h e l p l e s s  l a d i e s  is n o  m a t c h  

f o r  w h i t e  men. When w h i s t l e d  i n  l i k e  a dog a n d  b r o u g h t  t o  f ace  

t h e  n a t u r a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  of two h o n e s t  a n d  u p r i g h t  w h i t e  men, 



"diffidence of eny  degree d i d  n o t  sit t o o  ~ e l l . ~ * l o s  C o n e ,  too,  
- --- 

= I 

i s  t h e  w f a m i l i a r q r  S i n g ,  t h e  q t u i l p  d u c k  o f  a  c i v i l i z e d  C h i n k n  who 

" h a s  a p a t  answer f o r . a n y t h i n g  you  like t o  p u t  u p  t o  hirn." l*b 

I n s t e a 2 ,  S i n g  w g r o v e l l e d  a n 3  c r i n g e d t *  b e f o r e  t h e  two men, 

p l e a d i n g ,  "1 h e a p  s o l l y !  I v e l l y  s o l l y !  I n o  mean hu ' r t  l a d y ,  I 

no  d o  h i m  a n y  more. Yo? n o  t e l l  p o l i c e m a n  C h i e f !  You no +el l  

\- 

h i m ,  Bossee Ran Jis, S o s s e e  Ban P h i l ,  L a d y  ttiss5e P e d e l s t u n ,  Ah 
- 

S i n g  h e  v e l l y  s o l l y ,  Q e a p  much p l e n t y  v e l l y  ~ o l l y ! ~ ~ l o ~  A t  

"Bossee Ran Jim'sn o r 3 e r  " a l l  r i g h t !  You b e a t  i t ,  -- q u i c k ! "  

b e f o r e  t h i s  m a s t e r f u l  show of a u t h o r i t y .  Wa t son  p o r t r a y s  S i n g  a s  

a d e t e s t a b l e  a n i m a l  u h o  w i l l  t r y  t o  bite a n d  Dare  h i s  t e e t h  t o  

s o m e o n e  w e a k e r ,  b u t  who w i l l  r u n  y e l p i n g  a w a y  w i t h  t a i l  b e n e a t h  

his l e g  when s e e i n g , n  f i r a  h a n 3 .  
. 

Yatson c l i a a x e s  h i s  barrage of n e g a t i v e  g o r t r a y a l s  o f  S i n g  
- - - - - - - - - - -- -- - 

w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  t h e  l a m e n t a b l e  C h i n e s e  l a m i g r a t i o n  i n t o  

S r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a .  H o l d i n g  u p  S i n g  a n d  h i s  tendency t o  b e  

s u p e r s t i t i o u s  a s  t y p i c a l  of  a l l  C h i n e s e ,  P h i l  p r e s e n t s  W a t s o n ' s  

v i e w s  w h i c h  c o n t a i n  e v e r y  s t e r e o t y p e :  C h i n e s e  a r e  h a l f - c i v i l i z e d  

m o n g r e l s ,  t h e y  b r e e d  l i k e  r a b b i t s  t o  o v e r r u n  G r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  by 

t h e  t h o u s a n d s ,  t h e y  a r e  d i r t y  a n d  l i v e  i n  hovels. C h i n e s e  

p r o v i d e  c h e a p  l a b o u r  t o  t h o s e  u n t h i n k i n g ,  m y o p i c  and greedy 



l a b o u r ,  .A C h i n a r t a n  can a f f o r d  t o  w o r k  fcrr less because he shows 
--  - - -  - 

no a o r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o w a r d s  s o c i e t y :  h e  does  n o t  spend a 

d i a e  on c l o t h e s  t o  make h i ~ s e l f  nore p r e s e n t a b l e  t o  o t h e r s ,  h e  

l i v e s  l i k e  a r a t ,  a n d  h e  c o n t r i b u t e s  n o t h i n g  t o  C h a r i t y  a n d  

S o c i a l  Yelfare,  Watson emphasizes t h e  gravity of t h i s  crime b y  

c a p i t a l i z i n g  n C h a r i t g r s  and  "Soc i a l  w e l f a r e M .  A C h i n e s e  i s  a l s o  a 

s u p e r s t i t i o u s  h e a t h e n  who d o e s  n o t  g o  t o  c h u r c h ,  who does n o t  

t i t h e  a n d  who worts seven d a y s  a meek. He n e r e l y  s l a v e s  t o  d r a i n  

a v a y  resources f r o a  S r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  t o  China or Hong Kong, 

Y a t s o n  s h o w s  C h i n e s e  n a t u r e  a s  u n c h a n g i n g l y  e v i l .  A l t h o u q h  
- 

w h i t s  men h a v e  b e e n  kind e n o u g h  t o  a l l o w  C h i n e s e ' c h i l A r e n  i n t o  

t h e  schools, t h u s  s h a r i n q  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h  sons a n d  d a u g h t e r s  of 

= i g n o r a n t ,  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  C h i n a r e n n ,  these  Chinese c h i l d r e n  snow 4 

t h e i r  p r i d e  a n d  i n g r a t i t u d e  bg a c a d e m i c a l l y  S e a t i n g  w h i t e  

y o u n g s t e r s  i n  s c h o o l .  l e v e r t h e l e s s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  acquired 

k m Y f edge, € hi-neso beh- bt tl-~a3*p-~-~bOfdirrat to - t%-~-s iqp~e~r  iecrrp 

C a u c a s i a n  a r e  f i t  o n l y  f o r  s u c h  m e n i a l  w o r k  a s  " k i t c h e n  h e l p . "  

They may b e c o m e  Canadian c i t i z e n s ,  a n d  b e  e v e n  " C a n a d i a n i s e d  i n  

a p p e a r a n c e n ,  b u t  t h e y  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o f s h e d  t h e i r  n a t u r e .  

S i n g  l a t e r  c u t s  h i s  " p i g - t a i l n ,  but is s t i l l  " b r a z e n  as b r a s s . "  

He b e c o m e s  a C a n a d i a n ,  b u t  is nstill h a n g i n g  o n  t o  t h e  b l a c k  c a t  

t h e ~ r y . ~ l * a  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  Chinese c a n n o t  a b s o r b  t h e  u p l i f t i n g  

G' 
moral i n f l u e n c e  of whites n o r  i m i t a t e  t h e i r  s h i n i n g  example. 

Instead, t h e  C h i n a a ? n ,  b e i n g  a l s o  n a t u r a l l y  d e p r a v e d  a n d  evil, 



A t h e s e  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h i s  n o v e l  is t h a t  " i t  o u g h t n ' t  t.0 

b e  too l a t e  t o e m e r e a e 3 y n  t h i s  t h r e a t  of O r i e n t a l i - s m  i n  B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a  V 9  W a t s o n  cames o u t  s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  C h i n e s e  b e c a u s e  -7 
h e  desires n o t  o n l p  t o  show t h e  m e n a c e  of C h i n e s e  i n  B r i t i s h  

. % l u s b i a  b u t  also t o  a d v o c a t e  a c t i o n  1 8 n o u w .  Y a t s o n  u r g e s  t h a t  
P- 

msy n o t  b e  t o o  f3te  -- i t  is  not t o o  f a t e m W t ' Q  Watson knows 

th a t  t h e  o n l y  way t a -  kssp C h i n e s e  o u t  i s  t h r o u g h  3 n a t i o n a l  a c t  

passed by  Canadian " p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  t h e  E a s t  a n d  3 v & - s e a s n :  **it 

feces to be ~ u c h  too Big s p r o p e s i t i o n  f o r  a n y  of oar own 
\ 

p o l i t i c i a n s  t o  t a c k l e  s i n g l e - h a n d e 3 , "  H i s  w h o l e  n o v e l  i s  

d e s i g n e d  p r e c i s e l y  t o  g i v e  h i s  readers n a t i o n - w i d e  a g l i m p s e  o f  

t h e  " a e n a c P 1  C h i n e s e  i m n i g r a n t s  p o s e  t o  t h e  s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  

s o r a l  w e l l - b e i n g  of C a n a d a ,  T h r o u Q h  h i s  p o r t r a y a l  of S i n g ,  a n d  

t h r o u g h -  *what  we have seen t o - d a y n  i n  T l ~ g  ~ ~ m i l g x s  pf 
- - - - -- - - --- - - - - - - - - 

yp&J,y, i d a t s o n  h o p e s  people lose s l e e p  b e c a u s e  of t h e  p r o b l e n .  

Yatson w a n t s  t o  i n d u c e  f e g i s l s t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  C h i n e s e  

i m m i g r a t i o n  s o o n e r  t h a n  e i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  o c c u r .  

L i k e  qhg p g u e r s  of the v a l l e j ,  Bh ug&g&qq gq &kg gall by 

H i l d a  Glynn-Ward a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1921 i s  designed n t o  shock 

readers, b u t  i t  was a l s o  i n t e n d e d  t o  e d u c a t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  

e n t e r t a i n  H o w e v e r ,  whereas a n t i - O r i e n t a l i s m  i n  T h e  



t h e  w a l l  Nis,..the only s p e c i f i c a l l y  a n t i - O r i e n t a l  n o v e l  -- --- 
- - -- 

- 

p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  p r o v i n ~ e , ~ ~ l 2  

T h e  t i t l e  itself reveals G l y n n - W a r d ' s  theme. It alludes t o  

t h e  w r i t i n g  w h i c h  appeared on t h e  w a l l  of K i n g  B e l s h a z * z a r * s  

palace t o  warn his of t h e  impending j u d g e m e n t  of h i s  s i n s  

a g a i n s t  God, 1 1 3  L i k e  the king who h a s  been n v e i g h c d  i n  t h e  

ba3aaces8 and  a r t  f o u n d  - w a n t i n g n  so a r e  t h e  a r i t i s h  Columbians 

because t h e y  h a v e  in t h e i r  short-siq t e d n e s s  a n 3  gree3 a l l o w e d  3 t h e  C h i n e s e  t o  e n t e r  and  overrun the province. Glynn-Yard 

f o c u s s e s  on t h e  e v i l  which comes with, a n d  izi a resu l t  of, the - - 
- - 

p r e s e n c e  o f  Chinese, 3 n d  s h e  w a r n s  h e r  r e a d e r s  t h a t  i f  t h e y  30 
t 

n o t  r e a l i s e  t h e i r  s r o n q - 3 o i n g s  a n d  repen$ of the., t h s i r  l a n d  

u i l f  become d i v i d e d  and t h e  O r i e n t a l s  w i l l  t a k e  over ,  

T o  achieve h e r  theme, G l y a n - l a r d  portrays t h e  C h i n e s e  b o t h  

c o l l e c t i v e l y  a n d  individually i n  a y r d  w i t h  e v e r y  existinq 
/ 

sterea+p, - C a s e  re&&emze s i n tkenun&m ~ i n d - o ~ l ~ s s  

and  r a t - i n f e s t e d  o p i u ~  dens " l i t t e r e d  v i t h  f i l t h  u n 3 e s c r i b a b l e r n  

so -thick a n d  s l i m y  w i t h  u n n a m e a b l e  f i l t h  of unsanitary 

h u m a n i t y w  t h a t  = t h e  stench of c e s s p o o l s  rose t o  meet t h e  

s o u l - k i i l n g  fumes of ~ p i u n , ~ t l *  G l f n n - Y a r d  bases her 3 e s c r i p t i o n  

of t h e  d e n  on p o p u l a r  f ea r s  and on r u a o u r s  of a n  e x t e n s i v e  

------------------ 
" 2  gbid., p , x r , i i i . l h i s  n o v e l  deals with b o t h  Japanese a n d  
C h i n e s e ,  b u t  because of the f i r i t a t i o n s  of t h i s  t h e s i s ,  o n l y  
Slynn-ifard's r e f e r e a c e s  to Chinese appear, 

1 I *  Glynn-Uard,  Hilda, ~ i t i n q  gq &J.r ( T o r o n t o :  
r J n i v e r k i t p  of Toronto Press, f 974). p,  115, p.33, 



l a b y r i a t h  of secret u n d e r g r o u n d  t u n n e l s ,  g a m b l i n g  rooms a n d  
- - -----p------ & 

opiua-saoking i n  f h i n 3 t o w n . l l 5  d t ~ a p  door c a m o u f l a g e s  a n  

opening frae w h i c h  steps lead =down,  down i n t o  the u n d e r g r o u n d , "  

The opening words h e r e  a t t e a p t  t o  create t h e  i a p r e s s i o n  of d e p t h  , 

far q r 3 a t e r  t h a n  that of a n  o r d i n a r y  b a s e m e n t  i n  an  ordinary 

house, The  t h r e e  passacpes  w h i c h  l e a d  f r o m  t h e  s i n g l e  ma in  , 

* 
?assags  see3  t o  3e s e n t i o n e d  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  b u t  v i t h - t h e m  -. 
f l y n n - i f a r d  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  plants t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  of a n e t w o r k  of 

p s s s a g e - w a y s ,  each branchinq i n t o  e v e n  m o r e - p a s s a g e - w a y s  e v e n  a s  

the o r i g i n 8 1  one ?assage 33s   ranched i n t o  three, 
< 

Chinatown i t s e l f  .is dark a n d  gloomy: " t h e  . a u r k y  s h a d o w s n  

sees n s l i v 2 , w l l b  b t y p i c a l  a l l e y - w a y  i s  "no more t h a n  3 d a r k  

s l i t  between. two ttlatble-ilown R o u ~ e s , ~  so dark t h a t  3 %an h a s  t o  
Z 

feel bis u a y  a l o n g  t h z  w a l l ,  T h e  a t m o s p h e r e  w i t h i n  houses is a 

"thick, v e l v e t y  3 a r k ~ e s s , ~  Sfynn-Hard a p p a r e n t l y  w a n t s  to s h o u  

d e p r a v i t y  w i t h i n - t h e m ,  a d e p r a v i t y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e i r  l o v e  for 

aarkness. T h e  condition of shops i n  C h i n a t o w n ,  too, r e f l ec t  

Chinese c h a r a c t e r ,  Shops a r e  s l e a z y ,  T h e  W e s t e r n  w o d s  s o l d  a r e  

- c h e a p m  a n d  of p o o r  q u a l i t y ;  t h e  C h i n e s e  s u e e t a e a t s  are w r a p p e d  

i n  pale a n d  sickly-looking p i n k  p a p e r ;  t h e  v e g e t a b 1 9 s  a r e  
% 

w i l t e d .  Goods are n o t  d i s p l a y e d  b u t  l e f t  u n a t t r a c t i v e l y  i n  

barrels ,  jars .  an6 o p e n  boxes. 
/ 



- - -- - - - -- --- - -- - - - 

- 

Young L u n g  Kou's s h o p  and h o u s e  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  i n  t h e  
- - -- - - - - - 

n o v e l  n o t  associated w i t h  f i l t h ;  e v e n  t h e  ~ h i 6 s e  fa rms  a r e  

3 i s g u s t i n g . i n  t h e i r  use of huaan e x c r e m e n t . c o l l e c t e d  for m a n u r e  

from each h o u s e  i n  C h i n a t o w n ,  k ~ w e v e r , ~  e v e n  t h e  a p p a r e n t  

c l e a n l i n e s s  an3 '  s p l e n d o u r  of Y o u n g ' s  a'bodes h a v e  an i n t e n d e d  

i n s i d i o u s  f u n c t i o n ,  

I n  k e e p i n g  with h i s  a t t i t u d e  o f  " s u a v e  p o l i t e n e s s ,  p o l i s h e d  
i - - - 

and e a s y e e ,  a n d  uiy h i s  *Fpriceless m a n d a r i n  c o a t  of  s a x e - b l u e  

s i l k  e m b r o i d e r e d - w i t h  r e d  a n d  g o l d  a n d  p u r p l e  d r a g o n s  a n d  b o u n d  

i n  b l a c k , "  Young L u n g  Kou's s h o p  i s  so f u r n i s h e d  t h a t  w n e u c o r n e r s  

f e l t  t h e y  e u s t  h a v e  been t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  O r i e n t . " 1 l 7  He h a s  a 

, - g r e a t  t a b l e  o f  b l a c k  teak...and c h a i r s  t o  m a t c h . "  T h e  

f u r n i t u r e ,  Y o u n g ' s  gaudy a t t i r e  and t h e  c l o i s o n k e  w h i c h  Young  

s h o w s  p e o p l e  a r e  specifically d e s i g n e d  t o  t r a n s p o r t  u n s u s p e c t i n g  

w h i t e  men i n t o  h i s  u o r l ? .  T h e i r  l o s s  of o r i e n t a t i o n  t h e n  m a k e s  

a a n i p u l a t i n g *  - - -- v i s i t o r s  m u c h e a s i e r  f o r  t h e  c r a f t y  Young.  T h e  
v 

f l h e a v y , . , s c e n t  o f ,  3 0 5 s - s t i c k s  a n d  a n c i e n t  e a s t e r n  o d o u r s u  a r e  

s i a i l a r l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e a d e n  t h e  brain. B y  t h e  time t h e  s e r v a n t  

' b r i n g s  i n  t h e  t e a  v i s i t o r s  w o u l d  f e e l  lea l i t t l e  s o m n o l e n t  an.d 

h e a v y , "  a n d  u o u f d  h a v e  R a l n o s t  f o r g e t t e n  w h a t  t h e y  h i d  coae 

Young  Lung Kouls h o u s e  is s i m i l a r l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  o v e r w h e l m  
r 

v i s i t o r s .  "One of t h e  most p a l a t i a l  o n  Highland Avenue," t h e  

h o u s e  was "qui/te  r e a a r k a b l e  f o r  i& b e a u t y  of a r c h i t e c t u r e . .  . . A 



w i n d i n g  d r i v e  b e t w e e n  f l o w e r i n g  s h r u b s  l e d  u p  t o  t h e  d o o r ,  o r  

r a t h e r ,  p o r t i c o e d  e n t r a n c e ,  a t  o n e  end o f  a t i l a d  v e r a n d a h  w h i c h  

was  i n t e r s e c t e d  w i t h  a r c h e s  a n d  c o l u a n s . . . . T h e  h a l l  was b a r b a r i c  

i n  i t s  O r i s n t a l  s p l s n d o u r .  A f o u n t a i n  t i n k l e d  i n  t h e  m i d d l ' e  of 

t h e  r o o s . t ' l 1 9  Although w i t h o u t  t h e  j o s s - s t i c k s ,  t h e  same c o l o u r s  

of g o l d ,  r e d ,  p u r p l e  a n d  b l u e  p e r v a d e ,  t h e -  same dragons a b o u n d  

e x c e p t  they a r e  o n  t h e  t a p e s t r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  Y o u n g ' s  m a n d a r i n  - 

< 
coat .  S i a i l a r  t o o  is t h e  p r e s e n c e  of I t h e a v y  c h a i r s  of c a r v e d  

' b l a c k  t e a k . I t . T h e  o v e r a l l  e f f e ~ t  is i t s o m b r e  and o p p r e s s i v e l y  

s p l e n d i d w ;  t h e  w o r d  s e o p p r s s s i v e l y l t  says a l l .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  G l y n n - W a r d a  e v s r y  C h i n e s e  i s  a n  i m m o r a l  

h e a t h e n .  The o p i u a  d e n  is f i l l e d  w i t h  " c o r p s e - l i k e  f i g u r e  [s]  , 

s t a r k  naked, a n d  a l l  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s tages  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  

God o f  N a r c o t i c s .  Some p u l l e d  a t  t h e i r  l o n g  p i p e s ,  o t h e r s  j u s t  

l a y  b a c k  a n d  s t a r e d  w i t h d u l l ,  unseeing e y e s  a t  t h e  c e i l i n g ;  

s e n s a t i o n a l i s m  G l y n n - W a r d  a d d s  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  the i m m o r a l i t y  of 

t h e  C h i n e s e ;  a n  op ium s m o k e r  h a s  n o  c a u s e  t o  strip b e f o r e  

s m o k i n g  t h e  d r u g .  s u c h  o p i u e  a d d i c t s  a r e  w i d e s p r e a d  a m o n g s t  

C h i n e ~ e : ' ~ e v e r y w h e r e  l i t t l e  b l a c k - c l a d  men s h u f f l e d  a l o n g  

s o f t - f o o t e d  a n a  swift, l e a v i n g  as t h e y  passed a f o u l  w h i f f  o f  



- - - - - - - 

T h e  C h i n e s e  a r e  a l s o  c o a p u l s i v e  a n d  i n c u r a b l e  g a m b l e r s :  

b e h i n d  e v e r y  s h u t t e r e d  w i n d o w  i n  C h i n a t o w n  a r e  ~ s ' a n y  c h i n a m e n  

b u s y  yt i a n t a n  o r  ~ h u k - a - l u k . ~ * ~ ~ ~  I n d e e d ,  c r i m i n a l  activity i n  

C h i n a t o w n  is  s o  raapant  t h a t  " t h e  s i g h t  o f  a  m a n  r u n n i n g  b r o u g h t  

n o  s u p r i s e  t o  the w o o d e n  y e l l o w  f acesn  w h e r e a s  i t  w o u l d  

i m m e d i a t e l y  a r o u s e  s u s p i c i o n s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  city.123 

C h i n e s e  a r e  immoral i n  t h e i r  mar i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  T h e y  . 

o p e n l y  h a v e  many wives a s  w e l l  a s  ' l o t h e r  f a n c i e s  who were n o t  

wivesn b u t  p r o ~ t i t u t e s . 1 2 ~  G l y n n - Y a r d  e x p o u n d s  t h e  u n d e r h a n d  

w i l i n e s s  of C h i n s s e  i m m o r a l i t y  t h r o u g h  h e r  a c c o u n t  of E i l e e n  
9 

Hart, * * t h e  p r i d e  of her m o t h e r w  a n d  I s t h e  a p p l e  o f  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  

eyeH, E i l e e n  f a l l s  i n t o  a f a t . e  'worse t h a n  d e a t h '  when s h e  

e l o p e s  w i t h  Uong F u ,  a n  old s c h o o l f e l l o w .  1 2 5  G l y n n - H a r d ' s  

oessage is c lea r :  c h i n e k e  may s o m e t i m e s  a p p e a r  f r i e n d l y  a n d  

h e l p f u l ,  b u t  a l l  of t h e m  a r e  i m m o r a l  f i e n d s .  D e s p i t e  P o n g  Fuls 

C a n a d i a n  e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  g r a d e  s c h o o l ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  3nd  e v e n  

c o l l e g e ,  h i s  i n h e r e n t  d e v i o u s  n a t u r e  h a s  p r e v e n t e d  h i m  f r o m  - 
l e a r n i n g  a n y  o f  t h e  w h i t e  v a l u e s .  He h a s ,  i n c l u d i n g  E i l e e n ,  f i v e  

w i v e s ,  a n d  t h i s  a y o u n g  man who c a n n o t  b e  more t h a n  i n  his 

a i d - t w e n t i e s ,  E i l e e n  has p r a c t i c a l l y  b e e n  k i d n a p p e d ,  a n d  is h e l d  
t 

a p r i s o n e r  i n  t h e  Won3 h o u s e h o l d .  T h e  o t h e r  w i v e s  k e e p  w a t c h  
t 

o v e r  h e r  t o  prevent h e r  f r o m  e s c a p i n g  a n d  a r e  t l b e a s t l y w  t o  h e r .  

1 2 2  Ibid., ~ ~ 3 2 .  ' 



T h a t  is n o t  E i l e e n ' s  w o r s t  f a t e .  H a r r y  H a r t  sits " i n  u t t e r  & 
- 

d e s p o n d e n c y ,  h i s  hea i i  d r o o p e d  o n  h i s  b r e a s t  a n d  s t a r i n g  w i t h  

u n s e e i n g  e y e s  a t  t h e  f l o o r ,  his arms h a n g i n g  h e l p l e s s l ' y  a t  h i s  

sidesw n o t  j u s t  b e c a u s e  h i s  d a u g h t e r  is now Urs. Yong, b u t  

b e c a u s e  h e  knows  " u h a t  t h e  C h i n k s  d o  t o  w h i t e  g i r l s  t h e y  g e t  

lea!" E i l e e n  w i l l  be f o r c e d  t o  p r o s t i t u t e  h e r s e l f .  "Her b e a u t y ,  

h e r  d a i n t i n e s s ,  h e r  o r i g i n a l i t y . . . h e r  d a r i n g w  and her y o u t h  

h e i g h t e n s  t h e  t r a g e d y  a n d  m a k e s  the w i c k e d n e s s  more a t r o c i o u s .  
- ---- 

G l p n n - Y a r d  b l a m e s  "this d a m n e d  system of g o - e d u c a t i o n N  for s u c h  

C h i n e s e  i m m o r a l i t y  r e v e a l s  i t s e l f  i n  a n o t h e r  way. 

Y e l l - t r e a t e d  s e r v a n t s  attack a n d  m u r d e r  t h e i r  mistresses. 

G l y n n - Y a r d  e s s e n t i a l l y  r e p e a t s  W a t s o n ' s  p o i n t ,  s e n s a t i o n a l i z i n g  

i t  t h r o u g h  h e r  g r a p h i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the murder  o f  firs. 

S m i t h . 1 2 7  G l y n n - Y a r d a s  c h a r a c t e r F Z a p t i o n  o f  t h e  m u r d e r e r  SaaaAong 

l e a v e s  n o  d o u b t  a s  t o  h i s  t u r p i t u d e ,  Sam i s  a n  o u t r i g h t  l i a r .  
\ m 

H i s  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  HHrs. S m i t h  had  w i l f u l l y  c r a s h e d  h e r  own 

s k u l l  i n  a g a i n s t  t h e  c h a i r  w h i l e  i t  was  i n  h i s  h a n d "  is 

o b v i o u s l y  a  f a b r i c a t e d  s t o r y .  H i s  t e s t i m o n y  o f  self-defense is 

" h i g h l y  i m p r o b a b l e  a n d . . . l i t t l e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  b e l i e v e d "  b e c a u s e  

Mrs. S a i t h  is a white l a d y  who v o u l d  n e v e r  t h r e a t e n  her s e r v a n t  

s o  a g g r e s s i v e l y  a s  t o  f o r c e  hi. t o  defend h i m s e l f .  Sam 

c o l d - b l o o d e d l y  t u r n e d  upon his misGess w i t h o u t  a n y  p r o v o c a t i o n .  

I b i d . ,  p.66-70. 



H i s  crime is a l l  t h e  more v i l e  b e c a u s e  Hrs, S m i t h  h a 6  f o r  y e a r s  

"shown him e s p e c i a l  kindness i n  t e a c h i n g  hi iu  h e r s e l f  an? 

a l l o w i n g  h i m  t o  a t t e n d  a n i g h t  s c h o 0 1 . ~  Sam is w i t h o u t  a n y  

c o n s c i e n c e  and feels n o  p a n g s  of remorse o v e r  h i s  m o n s t r o u s  

deed.  B e  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  c h o p p i n g  Hrs. S m i t h  i n t o  l i t t l e  b i t s  a s  

h e  would describe c o o k i n g  a d i s h  o f  c u r r y  i n  a most " p l a c i d  a n d  

I " 
almost amiable wayn; h e  smiles i n  a m u s e n e n t  a s  h e  r e c a l l s  h i s  - - 

i n a b i l i t y  t o  p u s h  t h e  b o d y  t h r o u g h  t h e  smal l  f u r n a c e  . d o o r ;  Be 

g r u e s o m e l y  a c c o m p a n i e s  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of s h a r p e n i n g  t h e  

c h o p p i n g  k n i f e  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  g e s t u r e s  a s  i f  p r o u d  o f  h i s  - 
i n g e n u i t y  a n d  d e s i r o u s - t o  s h o w  o f f  h i s  s k i l l ,  

G l y n n - f f a r d  sees Sam a s  a r e p r e s e n f a t i v e  C h i n e s e .  Rose 

t l o r l e y l s  e x c l a m a t i o n ,  H w h a t  a m e r c y  y o u  never l e t  me h a v e  a d  

C h i n a  b o y !  Why, i t  m i g h t  j u s t  a s  e a s y  h a v e  b e e n  me a s  3rs. 

S ~ i t h , ~ ~  i ~ p l i e s  t h a t  a l l  C h i n e s e  s e r v a n t s  a r e  l i k e  Sam. 

G l y n n - H a r d  seeins t o  rejectt_bi_s_geaeralizing o f  t h e  act-ias-&- 

i n d i v i d u a l s  by  s t a t i n g  t h r o u g h  G o r d o n  ? l o r l e y  t h a t  " t h g r e  a r e  
- 

j u s t  a s  b l a c k p c r i m e s  c o m m i t t e d  e v e r y  d a y  b y  w h i t e  p e o p l e ,  You 

c a n i t  m a k e  o u t  t h a t  all C h i n k s  a r e  d e v i l s  j u s t  b e c a u s e  o n e  o f  
., 

t h e m ' s  t u r n e d  o u t  b a d ,  L o o k  a t  C r i p p e n ;  h e  d i d  t h e  same t h i n g ,  

a n d  y o u  d o n ' t  a v o i d  a l l  w h i t e  folk b e c a u s e  o f  him." H o w e v e r ,  t h e  

force  o f  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  is u n d e r c u t  b y  G o r d o n  l i o r l e y ' s  being one 

of t h e  v i l l a i n s  i n  t h e  n o v e l  u h o  h i m s e l f  c o l l a b o r a t e s  w i t h  t h e  

C b i n e s e  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of his c o u n t r y ,  T h e r e f o r e ,  G l y n n - P a r d ' s  
1 

i n i t i a l  s t a t e m e n t  still  stands: a l l  C h i n e s e  are i m m o r a 1 , a n d  

u n s c r u p u l o u s ,  a n d  d i a b o l i c ;  one is j u s t  l i k e  a n o t h e r ,  



E a c h  of t h e  o t h s r  C h i n e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  G l y n n - w a r d  p r e s e n t s  

f i t s  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e .  S i n g  L u n g ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  c o o k  who u n l o a d s  

opium from the gmegess qf JqEgg, m o v e s  * * s t e a l t h i l y 1 v ,  C h i n e s e  

s e r v a n t s  a re  w s i l e n t - f o o t e d w ;  t h e y  "pad* '  a c r o s s  t h e  room.  L i n g  

is p a r t  of the c o n s p i r a c y  b i n d i n g  h i s  master C r a d d o c k  Low t o  

o p i u m  a d d i c t i o n ,  When H o r l e y  i n  h i s  d i s g u s t  c a l l s  L i n g  " r o t t e n ,  

y e l l o w  scum," L i n g  n o n l y  s m i l e d . * 8 1 * B  L i n g  h a s  n o  c o m p u n c t i o n  

a b o u t  his p a r t  i n  t h e  d o o n f a l l  of C r a d d o c k  Low, a n d  i n d e e d  seems 

t o  r e l i s h  w i t n e s s i n g  L o w  g r o v e l  b e f o r e  h i m ,  E v e n  t h e  C h i n a m a n  

who i s  a c c o s t e d  a t  a s t ree t  c o r n e r  by  a d r u n k  E n g l i s h m a n  is 

w r e t c h e d ,  c o w a r d l y  a n d  i n s o l e n t :  ' * b e f o r e  h e  f l e d  h e  gave  h i s  

f i n a l  a n s w e r  t o  h i s  p e r s e c u t o r ,  'Wpg hgpg qqpd, ki&&eg ~ L g n t y  

w h i t e  man!' h e  c r ied  -- a n d  s p a t ,  a n d  r a n . " I 2 9  C h u n g  Lee is  ----- --a 
i n s c r u t a b l e :  h e  w a i t s  I * p a t i e n t l y ,  s t o i c a l l y ,  a s  t h o s e  of t h e  

East wait ,  w i t h  n e v e r  a s h a d o w  of a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o n  h i s  t h i c k  a n d  

s t o l i d  f a c e  a n d  n e v e r ' a n  e x t r a  gleam o f  e x p e c t a n c y  i n  h i s  n a r r o w  

l i t t l e  p i g  e y e s , " l 3 *  A s  t h e  years g o  by,  h e  w a x e s  "fat a n d  h e a v y  
m 

o n  the p r o c e e d s  of i n n u m e r a b l e  d e a l s  i n  i l l i c i t  d r u g s  a n d  t h e  

p r o f i t s  from many g a m b l i n g  d e n s . " l 3 1  C h u n g  L s e  is a t y p i c a l  w i l y  

C h i n e s e  c r o o k  who d e r i v e s  p r o s p e r i t y  t h r o u g h  u n s c r u p u l o u s  m e a n s ,  

An i m p o r t a n t  C h i n e s e  c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h i s  n o v e l  i s  Young L u n g  

Kou, Y o u n g  i s  a g e l e s s  a n d  i n s c r u t a b l e :  "a man of some m y s t e r i o u s  

1 2 8  J k j d . ,  p .114 ,  



a g e  i n  t h e ' f o r t i e s ,  w e a r i n g  l a r g e  s p e c t a c l e s  t h a t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  

c o n c e a l e d  a n y  h i n t  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  -- i f  ady e v e r  s h o v e d  i n  t h o s e  
4 

o p a q u e  O r i e n t a l  e y e s . " l J *  T h e  o p a q u e  O r i e n t a l  eyes d o  r e v e a l  

Young  t o  b e  a n  o p i u m  a d d i c t .  H e  wears a n  l l a u t o m a t i c  g r i n 1 *  so  

c o m a o n  t o  C h i n e s e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  n o v e l s ,  " a l w a y s  s m i l i n g  w h i l a  

h i s  eyes a r e  f r o u n i n g . "  A l t h o u g h  Young  is a  " s y m b o l  of t h e  

a g e - o l d  c i v i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  East*' w h e r e a s  t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  b u t  

p a r t  of t h e  b a r b a r o u s  h o r d e  of u n s a n i t a r y  v e r m i n ,  i n  

G l y n n - w a r d ' s  eyes t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  s e p a r a t e  h i m  f r o m  

t h e  o t h e r s .  D e s p i t e  h i s  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  C h i n e s e  a n t i q u e s  a n d  h i s  

s p l e n d i d l y  a r c h i t e c t u r e d  home,  Y o u n g ' s  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  i s  n o  

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  C h u n g  L e e .  Y o u n g ' s  c u l t u r a l  awareness  i s  

b u t  a d e v i o u s  m e a n s  of  m a n i p u l a t i n g  t h e  w h i t e s  a r o u n d  him. 

G l y n n - W a r d  u s e s  a d j e c t i v e s  l i k e  n u n c t u o u s l s ,  " u r b a n e l l ,   suave", 

" p o l i t e " ,  ' I o i l y t B ,  ~ s ~ ~ o o t h ~  a n d  w p o l i s h e d u  t o  describe Young.  H e  

is u n s c r u p u l o u s  i n  his attmpts-to b l a c k r t i a i l  H a r T e - ~  P s u q  is 'la 

a i g h t y  u n p l e a s a n t  f e l l o w  t o  f a l l  o u t  w i t h . l 4 l 3 3  H i s  n a t u r e  is s o  

v i l e  t h a t  i t  e l i c i t s  f e a r  from a l l  a r o u n d  h i m .  A l t h o u g h  h e  is 

o n l y  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  C o n t r o l l e r  o f  C u s t o m s ,  e v e n  t h e  " C h i e f  

C o n t r o l l e r  o f  C u s t o m s  n e v e r  d r e a m t  o f  s i g n i n g  a n y  d o c u m e n t  o r  

r e p o r t  t h a t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  'OK'd* by  Young L u n g ;  i n  s h o r t ' i t  

became a h a b i t  v i t 6  o f f i c i a l s  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  h i m  u p o n  e v e r y  

move of r o u t i n s  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  almost a s  t h o u g h  t h e y  were a f r a i d  



A 

B e c a u s e , t h e  n o v e l  is d i r e c t e d  a t  e d u c a t i n g  h e r  readers 

a b o u t  t h e  e v i l s  of C h i n e s e  a n d  t h e  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  t h e y  c r ea t e  
- -- 

i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  ~ l y n n - ~ a r d  a l s o  e x p o s e s  t h e  C a u c a s i a n  

v i l l a i n s  u h o  a c t i v s l y  c o l l - a b o r a t e  w i t h - C h i n e s e  a n d ,  worse, who 

seek t o  i m p o r t  inore C h i n e s e  i n t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  f o r  g a i n  a n d  a t  

t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  Her t w o  m a i n  c a n d i d a t e s  a r e  G o r d o n  

H o r l e y  a n d  C r a d d o c k  Low, 

n o r l e y 8 s  most u n f o r g i v a b l e  crimes i n v o l v e , u n s c r u p u l o u s  a n d  

o p p o r t u n i s t i c  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  the Chinese, E v e n  before h e  becomes 

a Reabsr of P a r l i a n e n t  f ior ley  b e t r a y s  h i s  c o u n t r y :  " h e  b o u g h t  

l a n d ,  h e  b o u g h t  a b i g  s h a r e  i n  t h e  m i n e s ,  a n d  e v e r y  b o a t  a f t e r  

t h a t  l a n d e $  Chinks -- ----- C h i n k s  t o  c l ea r  H o r l e y e s  l a n d ,  g h & ~  t o  

w o r k  ! • ÷ o r l e y m s  m i n e s ,  till C h i n a t o w n  g o t  b i g g e r  t h a n  t h e  

s e t t l e m e n t . " l 3 *  n o r l e y  r e a s o n s ,  "Why, t h e  w h o l e  b l a m e  c o u n t r y  

' u d  be  a t  a s t a n d s t i l l  i f  i t  w a s n e t  f o r  y e l l o w  l a b o u r .  T h e r e ' d  
- 

b e  n o  d e v e l o p i n g  i t ,  n o  t r a d e ,  n o t h i n g ,  You c o u l i n e v e r  g e t  a s  

much w o r k  o u t  of a w h i t e  man, e v e n  i f  t h e y  w o u l d  w o r k  a s  

c h e a p . , . , A  C h i n k  lives o n  a b o u t  f i v e  c e n t s  a d a y ,  a n d  a w h i t e  

man m o u l d  t h i n k  h e  was s t a r v i n g  i f  h i s  f o o d  w a s n ' t  more t h a n  a  

d o l l a r  a n d  a h a l f ' s  w o r t h , " 1 3 5  After h e  b e c o m e s  a n  HP, n o r l e y  

e v a d e s  t h e  h e a d - t a x  a n d  q u i e t l y  p o c k e t s  t h e  a o n e y  h e  i s  p a i d  t o  

b r i n g  t h e  c o o l i e s  i n .  n o r l e y  a l s o  b e t r a y s  h i s  c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h  

t h e  more i n s i d i o u s  aeans o f  o p i u m  s m u g g l i n g ,  a n  a c t  w h i c h  

G l y n n - Y a r d  presents a s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  morals  of ------------------ - 
' 3 4  zp&P., p . 3 8 .  



w h i t e  s o c i e t y .  ? l o r l e y  c o n s o r t s  w i t h  C h u n g  Lee t o  the e x t e n t  o f  

i n v i t i n g  t h e  C h i n a m a n  i n t o  his home t o  a r r a n g e  t h e  s m u g g l i n g ,  

norfey is t h e  one who sets o u t  i n  h i s  own l a u n c h  t o  i n t e r c e p t  
# 

t h e  g g g g f ~ ~  ~f J s g ~  a n d  who p i c k s  u p  t h e  w $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  of 

o p i u m  b o b b i n g  about i n  h e r  ~ a k e , ~ l 3 6  

G l y n n - W a r d  clearly c e n s u r e s  n o r l e y  f o r  b e i n g  a p o l i t i c i a n  

s t w h o s e  s o l e  aim was s e l f - g l o r i f i c a t i o n ,  p o w e r ,  money . te137  He is 

o n e  of t h o s e  " l i t t l e  s o u l s  w i t h  b r a i n s  t o p - h e a v y  w i t h  c u n n i n g ,  

u s i n g  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e i r  f e l l o w s  a s  s t e p p i n g - s t o n e s  t o  

n o t o r i e t y  a n d  a b i g  b a n k  a c c o u n t , "  T h e  o n l y  c a m p a i g n  p r o m i s e  h e  

~ e t t & e r s . ~ ~ l 3 8  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  s l o g a n  s o u n d s  i n n o c e n t ,  g o o d  a n ?  --- -- 
p r a c t i c a l  t o  B r i t i s h  C o l u s b i a n s ,  i n  r e a l i t y  "these p a r t i c u l a r  

farmers who were c l a m o r i n g  for r o a d s  i n  this p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t r i c t  

were C h i n a m e n  who h a d  b r o u g h t  a m i x t u r e  o f  b r i b e r y  d p r e s s u r e  

t o  h e a r  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t , " l J 9  lLinety per cent of t h e  d '  3 ect 
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  f r o m  t h e s e  i n i t i a l  r o a d s  were g r a t e f u l  C h i n a m e n  

who p a i d  n o r l e y  a " s u b s t a n t i a l  l i t t l e  s u m , " 1 4 0  

X o r l e y  c o n t r i b u t e s  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  

paves t h e  way f o r  more r u i n .  R a t h e r  t h a n  p u s h  f o r  "a law 

p r e v e n t i n g  C h i n k s  from h a v i n *  m o r e l n  o n e  wife," h e  l e t s  ------------------ 
1 3 6  I b i d . ,  p . 2 5 ,  



l e g i s l a t i o n s  p a s s -  w h i c h  e n t i t l e s  C h i n e s e  t o  s t u d y  i n  t h e  same 

p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a s  w h i t e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h u s  c r e a t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

f o r  t r a g e d i e s  l i k e  t h a t  o f  E i l e e n  Hart t o  o c c u r , l * l  T h i s  

l e g i s l a t i o n  a l so  a l l o w s  O r i e n t a l s  t o  o u t n u m b e r  w h i t e s  i n  c e r t a i n  
f 

s c h o o l s  w h e r e  t h e i r  e d u c d t i o n  a l o n g s i d e  C a n a d i a n s  makes t h e m  

" u p p i s h " :  " y o u  e v e n  see t h a t  i n  t h e  y e l l b w  b r a t s  c o m i h g  o u t  o f  

s c h o o l ;  t h e y ' r e  c l e v e r e r  t h a n  u s  a n d  t h e y  k n o u  i t , n l * 2  In o r d e r  

t o  i m p o r t  C h i n e s e  a t  a  p r o f i t ,  n o r l e y  u s e s  h i s  p o w e r  a s  a n  MP t o  

a p p o i n t  Y o u n g  L u n g  Kou A s s i s t a n t  C o n t r o l l e r  o f  C u s t o m s  i n  t h e  
I 

P o r t  of V i c t o r i a ,  B i t h  Young  h o l d i n g  t h e  r e i n s  of the 

I m m i g r a t i o n  O f f i c s ,  C h i n e s e  i m m i g r a n t s  h a v e  n o  p r o b l e m  p o u r i n g  

i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y :  a g r e a t  p r i c e  f o r  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  t o  

Yet, C h i n e s e  a r e  worse t h a n  nor D e s p i t e  h i s  c r a f t y  

w i l e s ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  a r e  e v e n  more u n s c r u p u l o u s ,  s c h e m i n g  a n d  

s e l f - s e r v i n g  t h a n  H o r l e y  c o u l d  evsr be.  H a v i n g  e n s n a r e d ' H o r l e y  

w e l l ,  t h e y  t u r n  t h e  t a b l e s  Ephim, Young L u n g  Kou, t h o u g h  

o b l i g a t e d  t o  H o r l e y  f o r  h i s  p o s i t i o n  o f  p o w e r ,  n o u  t u r n s  

Horley8s f a v o u r  i n t o  a m e a n s  f o r  b l a c k m a i l ,  He u s e s  6 i s  

k n o w l e d g e  of " c e r t a i n  ma t t e r s  o f  t h e  U o r l e y  b e c o m e s  *@a 

h u n t e d  a n i m a l  c a u g h t  i n  a t r a p n  of h i s  own m a k i n g , Z * '  H a v i n g  

g a i n k d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  t h r o u g h  u n d e r h a n d e d  m e a n s  i n  l e a g u e  w i t h  

d e v i o u s  p e o p l e ,  n o r l e y  is now c a u g h t  b y  t h o s e  v e r y  d e v i o u s  



G l y n n - H a r d ' s  o t h e r  v i l l a i n  i n  t h e  n o v e l  i s  C r a d d o c k  Low. 

A l t h o u g h  t h e  most b r i l l i a n t  b a r r i s t e r  i n  B r i t i s h  ~ o l u m b i a ,  h e  

u s e s  h i s  t a l e n t  n o t  t o  s e r v e  h i s  c o u n t r y  b u t  p r i m a r i l y  t o  d e f e n d  

"most of t h e  C h i n e s e  cases t h a t  come u p  i n  t h e  c o ~ r t s . ~ l * *  H e  is  

e v e n  c o u n s e l  f o r  d e f e n c e  t o  Sari Wong, t h a t  " y e l l o w  d e v i l n  who 

m u r d e r e d  h i s  =istress, I n d e e d ,  L o u  p u t s  i n  g r e a t  e f f o r t  t o  

p r o d u c e  a " b r i l l i a n t  and m a s t e r l y  s p e e c h  i n  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  
- 

crimen; " s u c h  h a d  b e e n  t h e  e x c e l 2 e n c e  of t h e  d e f e n c e m  t h a t  
f 

v e r d i c t  and'sentence p r o n o u n c e d  a r e  f a v o u r a b l e  a n d  e x c e e d i n g l y  

l i g h t  d e s p i t e  t h e  * * g h a s t l y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  m u r d e r , y f  1 4 s  

H i s  o c c u p a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  , o n l y  t h e  t i p  o f  a n  i c e b e r g ,  

A l t h o u g h  a l a w y e r ,  C r a d d o c k  Low t a k e s  p a r t  i n  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  t o  

s a u g g l e  o p i u m  i n t o  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a .  He is  vise e a o u g h  n o t  t o  

s u l l y  h i s  h a n d s  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  p r o c e s s - o f -  s m u g g l i n g .  Yet, when 

H a Q e y  i s  h e l d  u p  a t  a p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  Low runs 311 t h e  way t o  

w a r n  C h u n g  Lee o f  an i n p x g d i - n q  r a i d  b e c a u s e - o f  h i s v e s t e d  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s m u g g l i n g  o p e r a t i o n ,  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  Low is 

" i n s t r u m e n t a f  i n  t h e  i a p o r t a t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e M :  h e  is t h e  o n e  u h o  
. t  

i n t r o d u c e s  Young L u n g  Row t o  G o r d o n  H o r l e y ,  T h e r e f o r e ,  C r a d d o c k  

Low shares t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of l a y i n g  " t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  

s a l e  of i i r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  of t h e   oriental^.^ 1.6 

L i k e  H o r l e y ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  collects t h e  f u l l  sum of t h e  h e a d  t a x  

f r o m  e m p l o y e r s ,  Lou p o c k e t s  t h e  money ,  u s i n g  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  of ------------------ 



laws d e a l i n g  w i t h  Chines~ i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  h o o d w i n k  b o t h  t h e  
- -- - -- 

e m p l o y e r s  a n d  t h e  D o m i n i o n  g o v e r n m e n t .  He evades p a y i n g  t h e  

g o v e r n a e n t  b y  i m p o r t i n g  C h i n e s e  t h r o u g h  " t h e  m e r c h a n t ' s  c l ause  

t h a t  a l l o w s  a  C h i n e s e  t r a d e r  t o  come i n  f reeN a n d  t h r o u g h  c l a u s e  

C I  9 w h i c h  " a l l o w s  C h i n k s  t o  go a n d  v i s i t  t h e i r  h a p p y  homes on 

t s o t h e r  side a n d  r e t u r n  w i t h i n  t h e  year on p a y m e n t  o f  $ 1 . w 1 * 7  

Glynn-Ward denounces Low a s  o n e  of t h o s e  greedy 
98 

" C a p i t a l i s t s  who e x p l o i t e d  t h e  r i c h e s  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e  

n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  m i g h t  

p r o f i t ,  a n d  l i v e  i n  ease a n d  l u x u r y n ;  h e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

f l o o d i n g  t h e  p r o v i n c e  w i t h  t h e  l l y e l l o w  p e r i l w  when B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a  i s  " o v e r r u n  w i t h  them & r e a d y u ;  h e  i s  one o f  t h o s e  who 

" d e n y i n g  a l l  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  w e a l t h  and p o w e r  l i v e d  

m e r e l y  b y  the r u l e  of  evil-take-the-hindmost . * * I  S i n c e  

Glynn-Hard  c l a i s s  t h a t  C h i n e s e  " f l o u r i s h e d  a n d  m u l t i p l i e d  

e x c e e d i n g l y ,  I* t h e  v<igT€-of l o w r s  resp-o~s-ibi3r'~y i-s- 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  m u l t i p l i e d . 1 * 9  

Yet, t h e  Chinese d o u b l e - c r o s s  C r a d d o c k  Low a s  t h e y  d i d  

H o r l e y ,  b r i n g i n g  Lou  t o t a l  r u i n  t h r o u g h  o p i u m  a d d i c t i o n .  . 

Clynn-Ward  h i n t s  o f  h i s  a d d i c t i o n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  n o v e l .  On t h e  

o c c a s i o n  Low is u s h e r e d  i n t o  t h e  o p i u m  den t o  w a r n  Chung L e e  o f  

the i m p e n d i n g  p o l i c e  A i d ,  Glynn-Ward r e c o r d s  t h a t  t h e  o p e n  d o o r  

" l e t  o u t  a n  a t n r o s p h e r e t s o  n a u s e a t i n g l y  f o u l  t h a t  t h e  



- - -- - - - - - - -- - - - - 

- -- -- -- - 

u n a c c u s t o m e d  w o u l d  h a v e  t u r n e d  b a c k  sick a n d  f a i n t ,  %ow, 

h o w e v e r ,  passed 2n and  t h e  d o o r  s h u t  b e h i n d  h i a e i p 1 5 0  Lou is a b l e  
Y 

..% 

t o  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  stench a n d ,  indeea, d o e s  not e v e n  seem t o  

n o t i c e  it. Low c o u l d  have become a c c u s t o m e d  t o  t h e  s t e n c h  

t h r o u g h  v i s i t i n g  h i s  clients i n  C h i n a t o w n ,  H o w e v e r ,  L o u ' s  

Chinese c l i e n t s  w o u l d  seek o u t  an  a c c l a i m e d  a t t o r n e y  l i k e  h i m  i n  

h i s  o f f i c e ;  h e  would never n e e d  t o  s t o o p  so 10% a s  t o  h u n t  f o r  
- 

t h e a  i n  Chinatoua. T h e  o n ' l p  way Lou c a n  b e  exposed enough t o  the 

o d o u r  n o t  t o  find i t  n a u s e a t i n g  is  b y  his v i s i t i n g  these d e n s  t o  

s m o k e  o p i u m .  
L 

A t  t h e  t r i a l  of Saa Yong, a l t h o u g h  C r a d d o c k  Low mas @@a 

l i t t l e  n e r v o u s H ,  o n l y  " t h e  C h i n e s e  p r e s e n t  n o t i c e d  how o f t e n  his 
&+ 

eyes strayed a c r o s s  t o  t h a t  section of t h e  c o u r t  i n  which they 

were s i t t i n g  and met the n a r r o w  eyes of o n e  Chung Lee, 

i n s c r u t a b l e  a n d  i n e x o r a b l e ,  f i x e d  u p o n  h i m  s u c h  a s  a c a t  w a t c h e s  

the m o u s e  t h a t  i s  f e p b l y  a n d  i n e f f e c t u a l l y  s t r u q q l i n g  i n  his 

pav s m n l s l  L o u  t h e  o p i u m  addict i s  t r a p p e d  b y  h i s  h a b i t  a n d ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  b y  f h u n g  Lee e v e n  a s  t h e  souse is t r a p p e d  by t h e  c a t .  

A l t h o u g h  p a r t  of t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  w h i c h  o p i u m  i n t o  

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  L o u  n e v e r  h a n d l e s  p o w d e r  h i a s e l f ,  

Precisely b e c a u s e  h e  has n o  d i r e c t  access t o  o p i u m ,  Low is  

d e p e n d e n t  o n  the Chinese f o r  i t ,  He-is n e r v o u s  a n d  fearful 

b e c a u s e  h e  k n o w s  h has t o  sin t h e  case a n d  w i n  Sai Yong a l i g h t  5 



- -- - - - -- - - -- 

- 

of op ium he r e g u l a r l y  needs t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  g r o w i n g  h a b i t .  

Secause of h i s  k f n a a g e  t o  opi-urn, Low's p h y s i c s  - h e a m a n d  

.&a1 d i s c e r n s e n t  e g e n e r a t e .  I n  t e n  y e a r s  n L o w g s  f ace  
t 

yas e m a c i a t e d  a n d  sal low a$ a man l o o k s  v h e n  h e  f i v e s  o n  a 
. - s - u r f e i t  of d i s s i p a t i o n ,  H i s  e y e s  looked b l a c k  b e c a u s e  t h e  pupils 

were so d i l a t e d  as t o  ldave  n o  room f o r  t h e  i r is ,  a n d  t h e r e  was 

a s t r a n g e  g l a z e  over theat  t h a t  g a v e  h i a ,  t h e  l o o k  of a 
* - + 

sleep-walker, There was suaeth ing  a b o u t  his s h o u l d e r s ,  too...,lt 

w a s  n o t  t h a t  t h e  l a w y e r  s t o o p e d ,  but his s h o u l d e r s  were r a i s e d  

i n  a c r i o u s  way, g i v i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  h i s  neck was s h o r t e r  e 
- 

b e h i n d  t h a n  i t  was i n  f r o n t . " 1 s Z  L o w m s  bdbdy v a s t e s  a w a y  e v e n  a s  

h i s  morals d e s e r t  him. H e  c o n d u c t s  * ' m i d n i g h t  o r g i e s w  w h i c h  

f r e q u e n t l y  i n c l u d e  " q u e e r  g u e s t s . . , w h o  were v e r y  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  

of h i s  own c o n p l e x i o n . ~  Instead of shocked s y s p a t h y  o n  h e a r i n g  - 
t 

the n e w s  o f  E i l e e n  Hart's e l o p e s e n t  with a C h i n e s e ,  "a  k n o w i n g  

smile came o v e r  -- his f a c e  a& h e  winked..  . as  h e  s a i d ,  ' C u t e  old 

Hang, p r e t t y  l i t t l e  w h i t e  g i r l !  B e t  h e m s  h a v i n g  a g o o d  time 

noum. , . ,He  w e n t  o n  leering, a n d ,  a s  i f  e n j o y i n g  a  h u g e  j o k e ,  

s u t f e r e d  a g a i n :  *zhgp know haw t o  g e t  ' e n !  P r e t t y  l i t t l e  E i l  e n ,  -7 
nice and young a n d  fresh! m y  k n o u  how - - fw l s3  L,ow h a s  become 

so d e p r a v e d  t h r o u g h  his u s e  of drugs a n d  his a s s o c i a t i o n s  v i t h  
1 

the C h i n e s e  t h a t  h e  is h i g h l y  amused by t h e  c o r r u p t i o n ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  of a = n i c e  and young and f r e s h s *  w h i t e  g i r l ,  a n d  



- - -  - -  - 

achieving s u c h  a n  a d a i r a b l e  feat, F o r  t h e  sake 04 'v3gs&-s fez 

c r r a i n s  -- g u ~ J , * *  the s a n  lswho had  been known a s  tXz@czck%- 

o n c e  t h e  m o s t  b r i l l i a n t  barr is ter  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a M  w r i t h e s  

o n  t h e  f l o o r  " l i k e  a worm d r o p p e d  f r o m  a ~ p a d e . * ~ 1 s *  He d o e s  n o t  

c a r e  t h a t  h e  emits "moaqs r i s i n g  i n  c r e s c e n d o  t o  a  h o a r s e  

s c r e a m , "  n o r  d o e s  h e  care t h a t  h e  squirms a n d  g r o v e l s  a n d  b e g s  

i n  s u c h  a d e m e a n i n g l y  v u l g a r  m a n n e r  before  h i s  C h i n e s e  s e r v a n t :  
i - * 

* t h e  t h i n g  that ha& once b e e n  C r a d d  Low - f l u n g  ' i t s e l f  a t  t h e  
- .  

C h i n a m a n ' s  feet w i t h  f r a n t i c  arms c l u t c h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  C h i n a m a n ' s  

k n e e s ,  %&ye j_t ~n p i s &  _og 2 ~4g-n -- qu&&l 01p155 Low is 

s o  desperate t h L  Be is ready to  sell h i s  m u 1  f o r  soae o p i u m ;  
Q4 

i n d e e d ,  h e  haQlready s o l d  h i s  soul f o r  it. 

T h u s ,  G lynn-Yard  s h o w s  the evQs of C h i n e s e ,  of c o r r u p t  

p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  of g r e e d y  c a p i t a l i s t s  who w o u l d  sell t h e  

p r o v i n c e  t o  C h i n e s e  f o r  t h e i r * ' o w n  s e l f i s h  g a i n ,  The  e a p h a s i s  iS 
A 

3 o n  C h i n e s e  thoughlg6: t h e  d o w n f a l l  of Low a n d  H o r l e y  p u t s  t h e  
-- 

---- -- -- 

f o c u s  o n  t h e  s H i s h n e s s  o f  u n s c r u p u l o u s  d o u b l e - c r o s s i n g  

C h i n e s e :  e v e n  t h e  craftiness of w h i t e  men c a n n o t  c o a p e t e  w i t h  

t h e  c r a f t i n e s s  of C h i n e s e .  C h i n e s e  a r e  i n h e r e n t l y  e v i l ,  w h e r e a s  
1 

e v e n  a v i l l a i n  Like n o r l e y  h a s  a c o n s c i e n c e  w h i c h  f o r b a d 3  him 

from c o ~ m i t t i n g  a n  u l t i m a t e  b e t r a y a 4 f  h i s  p e o p l e .  ------------------ 
Is* Ibrd . ,  p. 113. v 

1 5 5  Ibid., p.113 ,  p.114. 

15 6  The o v e r a l l  emphasis of the novel is o n  t h e  e v i l s  of 
Japanese whom Hilda ~ l y n n - B a r d  sees as a worse a e n a c e  than 
C h i n e s e ,  b u t  w i t h i n  h e r  d i s c a s s i o n  of the Chinese, s h e  c l e a r l y  - - 

h l i g M s  t k e v i l  Chineieorer t h e  w h i t e s  who b e t r a y  t h e i r  
c o u n t r y ,  - 



- --- -- - - - - - - - 

Glynn-Uarc?, d r i v e s  home h e r  m e s s a g e  by  s h o w i n g  h e r  r e a d e r  
- -- 

w h a t  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  w i l l  b e c o m e - i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  i f  B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a  c o n t i n u e s  a s  i t  i s  Xn 1 9 2 1 ,  S h e  p l a n t s  t h e  s e e d s  f o r  

t h a t  f u t u r e  v i s i o n  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  i n  h e r  e x a g g e r a t e d  a n d  

s e n s a t i o n a l i z e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  - p o s t - w a r  p r o v i n c e .  15 '  

A l t h o u g h  s h e  b a s e s  h e r , p o r t r a y a l  of  f r u s t r a t e &  r e t u r n e d  s o l d i e r s  

who c a n n o t  f i n d  j o b s  o h  r e a 4 i t y ,  Glynn-Ward e x a g g e r a t e s  t h e  
L 

- e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  C h i n e s e  h a v e  p r o s p e r e d  d u r i n g  the war y e a r s ,  She 
.*r" 

c r e a t e s  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n w  t h a t  V i c t o r i a  a n d  V a n c o u v e r  h a v e  b e e n  

t a k e n  o v e r  b y  m y r i a d s  of C h i n e s e  who h a v e  g r a s p e d  t h s  

o p p o r t u n i t y  of " t h e  G r e a t  Yar"  t o q a s s  t h e i r  f o r t u n e s .  Rany 
I 

1 S h i n e s e  s h o p s  l i n e  G r a n v i l l e  S t r ee t  a n d  t h e  t w o  c i t i e s  a r e  

llswamped w i t h  O r i e n t a l  s tores  t r a d i n g  i n  E u r o p e a n  a e r c h a n d i s s  ia 
and  b e a t i n g  t h e  w h i t e  man a t  h i s  own gatse." I t J o h n  C h i n a m a n "  i s  

t h ~  t r a d i t i o n a l  term f o r  C h i n e s e ;  t h u s ,  G l y n n - H a r d ' s  p h r a s e  
m 

"John C h i n a m a n  v h i z z i p q p a s t - . . i n  a l u x u r i ~ u s ,  hi-gkguo_vered_ car--- 

w i t h  h i s  wife a n d  f a m i l y U  c l e a r l y  i m p l i e s  t h a t  a l l  C h i n e s e  h a v e  

becone p r o s p e r o u s .  T h e  many l o w l y  v e g e t a b l e  peddlers and 

l a u n d r y m e n  now own " u p - t o - d a t e  m o t o r - c a r s f 9  a n d  m a n a g e  b u s i n e s s e s  

# t o o  l a r g e  t o  be s t u f f e d  i n t o  baske t s ,#*  C h i n e s e  uho h a d  o n c e  

w o r k e d  u n d e r  w h i t e  s e n  n o u  e m p l o y  u h i k e  g i r l s ,  G l y n n - ~ a r d  e v e n  

p r o j e c t s  t h e  shedding o f  the queue b y  C h i n e s e ,  a s y m b o l  of t h e i r  
L 

freedom from nanchu r o l e ,  as a s i g n  of i n s o l e n c e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  

Glynn-Ward sees Chinese adoption of E u r o p e a n  c l o t h e s  a s  



- -  -- - - 

A l t h o u g h  Chinese h a 3  "sade g a i n s  during the warstr these 
C 

were " q u i e t ,  u n s p e c t a c u l a r  g a i n s . "  Certainly they  -BiB & w a  

" t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of t h e  c i t y  of V i c t o r i a v ;  n e i t h e r  d i d  t h e y  own 

M l u x u r i o u s ,  h i g h - p o w e r e d  m o t o r - c a r s o  n o r  were t h e  t o i i n s  " swamped  

w i t h  O r i e n t a l  stores,ir G l y n n - W a r d  i s  more a c c u r a t e  when  s h e  

g v g r  BC, a n d  of t h e  p o t a t o  m a r k e t  also." C h i n e s e ' d i d  g r o w  It90 

per cmit of t h e  produce s u p p l i e d  t o  t h e  V a n c o u v s r  market ,"  a n d  

" a r o u n d  Victor ia . . .a l l  g r e e n h o u s e s  but two were o w n e d  b y  C h i n e s e  

who swamped t h e  m a r k e t  w i t h  early t o m a t o e s ,  l e t t u c e  a n d  

f l ~ w e r s , ~ l s ~  kiouen-er, G Z p ~ - W a r d  exaggerates when s h e  c l a ims  

t h a t  " t h e  w h i t e  man h a s  t o  feed  his pigs o n  h i s  p o t a t o e s  when 
+ 

t h e  C h i n a m a n  e n t e r s  i n t o  c o m p e t i t i o n n  because o n l y  s l i g h t l y  more 

t h a n  " 5 5  p e r  c e n t  of t h e  p o t a t o e s  were g r o w n  b y  C h i n e ~ e . ~ 1 5 9  

E x a g g e r a t e d  too  is h e r  c l a i m  that t h e r e  a r e  '*more w h i t e  men 

w o r k i n g  f o r  C h i n e s e  easters o n  t h e  l a n d  t h a n  ever o w n e d  
- - - - - - - -  

v e g e t a b l e  p a t c h , e s  f o r  t h e a s e l ~ e s ! ~  T h e s e  e x a g g e r a t i o n s  a r e  t o  

stress t h e  g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g  p o w e r  a n d  w e a l t h  of C h i n e s e  a n d ,  

t h u s ,  their g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g  h o l d  o n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  

B e c a u s e  of t h i s  e a r l y  p i c t u r e ,  G l y n n - Y a r d ' s  l a t e r  a n d  e v e n  

more e x a g g e r a t e d  fantasy of  a t o t a l l y  C h i n e s e - d o m i n a t e d  B r i t i s h  

Columbia seems b e l i e v a b l e ,  I n  t h i s  " g l i m p s e  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e M  o f  

B r i t i s h  C o l u n b i a ,  C h i n e s e  h a v e  t a k e n  o v e r  t h e  p o l i t i c s  of th3 

p r o v i n c e :  " t h e  mayor and a31 t h e  aldermen except t w o  were ------------------ 
1 5 8  J k i P . ,  p.100; norton, ~ ~ 2 3 5 .  - -- 



C h i n a a e n . t t 1 6 0  T h e  policemen were C h i n e s e  who " w a x e d  p e c u l i a r l y  

o f f e n s i v e  a n d  e v e n  d a n g e r o u s  when  a p p r o a c k d  b y  a w h i t e  man w i t h  

a  case a g a i n s t  t h e i r  own c o u n t r y m e n . "  T h e  A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l  is 

t h a t  same n y e l l o v - d e v i l ~  Young  L u n g  Kow. E v e n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  

sector i s  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  t h e  hands of C h i n e s e :  I n t h e r e  were o n l y  

f o u r  m i l l s  i n  ~ a n c o u ; e r  now t h a t  d i d  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  t h e n ' ;  " t h e y  

own t h e  s t o c k  o f  e v e r y  c a n n e d  m i l k  f a c t o r - y  i n  t o w n ,  t h e y  own t h e  

s u g a r  r e f i n e r y ,  e v e r y  v e g e t a b l e  b o u g h t  i n  V a n c o u v e r  is g r o w n  b y  

t h e m . . . t h e y  h a v e  more t h a n  a l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  b i g  new 

fi m e a t  c o m b i n e  t h a t ' s  just b e e n  f o r m e d M ;  " t h e r e  are m i g h t y  f e w  

g r o c e r i e s  now t h a t  a r e  o w n e d  b y  w h i t e  menw; ! * a l l  t h e  s t o r e s  o n  
/' 

e i t h e r  s i d e  [of G r a n v i l l e  s t reed bore t h e  n a m e s  o 9 
-% 

C h i n e s e . . . o w n e r s ,  a n d  a l l  were p r o s p e r o u s  and f u l l ' o f  t r a d e w ;  

"The CPR was now o u n e d  b y  a c o m p a n y  of C h i n a m e n  a n d t h e  m a n a g e r  
I 

o f . .  . [notel ~ a n c o u r e r l ]  was o n e  C h u n g  lee,  o n c e  a v e q e t a b l s  

v e n d o r t t ;  e v e n  1 8 g a s o l L n e , , ~ e ~ c o r n e r e d  hy tbe f Z h i a e s e . 4  

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t  a n d  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  

p r o s p e r i t y ,  C h i n e s e  h a v e  a l s o  t a k e n  o v e r  t h e  b e s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  

a r e a s :  ' * n e & r f y  a l l  t h e  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  West End b e l o n g e d . t o  

C h i n a a e n  a n d  very few w h i t e  p e o p l e  l i v e d  t h e r e  now. # o n e r o f  
i- 

t h e s e  men o w n e d  motor-cars, t h e y  h a d  s o l d  t h e m  l o n g  ago ."  

I n d e e d ,  " w o r k  mas so scarce f o r  w h i t e  men i n  t h e s e  days t h a t  a n y  

who had n o t  money e n o u g h  t o  g e t  o u t  of the country were f o r c e d .  
I 

to take w h a t  t h e y  could g e t n :  a e n i a l  j o b s  w h i c h  used t o  be  



. - -  - - - -  

c o u n t e r s  a n d  r a n  t o  d o  t h e ' b i d a i n g  of i n p e r i o u s  C h i n e s e  w o a e n  

who came t o  d o  their e o r n i f i g C s  Once h i g h - r z n k i n g  
-- - 

o f f i c i a l s  l i k e  t h e  " e r s t w h i l e  C u s t o m s  Officer a t  Vic tor iau  a r e  

f o i c e d  i n t o  manual l a b o u r .  G l g n n - B a r d  e v e n  h i n t s  of t h e  slavery 

o f  w h i t e  men under C h i n e s e :  "down i n  t h e  t r e n c h  were w h i t e  nen 

a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s ,  b o r k i n g  f o r  dear life w i t h  p i c k  a n d  

s h o v e l ,  w h i l e  along e a c h  s i d e  o f  i t  w a l k e d  two C h i n s m e n ,  the 

f o r e m e n ,  who saw t o  i t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  s o r t  of  s l a c k e n i n g  i n  

t h e  w o r k  of t h e  men u n d e r  t h e i r  c h a r g e , "  The o n l y  items missing 

a r e  w h i p s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  f o r e m e n .  

I n  t h i s  v i s i o n ,  C h i n e s e  h a v e  a l s o  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h e  

d e l i b e r a t e  s p r e a d  of t y p h o i d :  H90 p e r  c e n t  of a l l  v e g e t a b l e s  

c o n t a i n e d  t y p h o i d  geras,..40 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  c a n n e d  m i l k  i n  t i n s  
* 

of a c e r t a i n  b r a n d ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  s u g a r . , . p a c k a g e s  d o n e  u p  in . 
b l u e  p a p e r  were p e r f e c t l y  f r e e ,  b u t  t h o s e  i n  r e d  p a p e r  

i n v a r i a b l y  c o n t a i n e d  c u l t u r e s  of germs .9 '  T h e  e p i d e m i c  a f f e c t s  
- - -- - -  

o n l y  w h i t e  p e o p l e ,  k i l l i n g  t h e m  " l i k e  f l i e s w ,  w h i l e  " t h e  

A s i a t i c s  a r e  p e c u l i a r l y  i m m u n e  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s e a s e ,  - 

i n n u r e d  t o  i t  by  c o u n t l e s s  g e n e r a t i o n s  of l i v i n g  w i t h o u t  

s a n i t a t i o n , "  

G l y n n - w a r d  p u t s  t h e  e v i l  of C h i n e s e  i n  f u r t h e r  re l ie f  b y  

j u x t a p o s i n g  them w i t h  L i z z i e  L a i d l a u ,  h e r  h e r o i n e .  L i z z i e  i s  t h e  

- e x a c t  o p p o s i t e  t o  t rac tors  a n d  t o  e v i l  C h i n e s e .  She is  

physic d l l y  a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  v h o l e s o a e ,  morally u p r i g h t  a n d ,  most 

i a p o r t a n t ,  u n s e l f i s h l y  patriotic: the kind a€ &Li-z+~ s & t i f h  

C o l u a b i a n s  should e m u l a t e .  



L i z z i e ' s  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  t h e  e x a c t  a n t i t h e s i s  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  
- - 

C h i n e s e .  S h e  e f f u s e s  g o o d n e s s  a n d  p s r i t y .  Her # * h e a l t h y  g l o u 9 * ,  

t h e  H w h o l e s o m e  r o s e s  i n  her c h e e k s w ,  h e r  " a t t r a c t i v e  w h i t e  

t e e t h "  a n d  h e r  f r e s h  c o m p l e x i o n  m a k e  t h e  s h r u n k e n  f a ce s  a n d  

u n h e a l t h y  p a l l o r  o f  C h i n e s e  seem e v e n  B o r e  s i c k l y ;  h e r  

- t h o u g h t f u l  e y e s  a r e  a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e  i n s c r u t a b l e  o p a q u e  e y e s  

of C h i n e s e ;  her " k i n d  smileH c o n t r a s t s  t h e  a u t o m a t i c  g r i n  of 

C h i n e s e ;  h e r  " s o f t H ,  " l o w w  a n d  lgsweetlt v o i c e  l o u d l y  c o m m e n t s  
\ 

o n t h e  senseless l o u d  j a b b e r i n g s  of C h i n e s e ;  h e r  " q u i c k n  a n d  

" l i g h t "  s t e p  is t h e  c o n v e r s e  of t h e  C h i n e s e  slow s h u f f l e .  By 

s e t t i n g  u p  L i z z i e  a s  a m a d o n n a - l i k e  f i g u r e  o n  whom t h e  s u n  rests 

M l i k e  a h a l o M ,  G l y n n - W a r d  m a k e s  t h e  n a t u r e  of C h i n e s e  e v e n  m o r e  

d i a b o l i c a l .  

Glynn-Ward  d e n o u n c e s  C h i n e s e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a  b y  c o m p a r i n g  i t  w i t h  L i z z i e ' s  s e l f l e s s  a n d  s a c r i f i c i a l  

a c c e p t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r  of B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  

n o t  f o r  g l o r y ,  money ,  s t a t u s  o r  "pomp a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e , "  b u t  
I 

b e c a u s e  of d u t y  t o  h e r  c o u n t r y :  "It i s  y o u r  d u t y . . . . T h o s e  who 

a r e  r i c h  l i k e  y o u  m u s t  pay f o r  i t  i n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  s o m e  time or  

o t h e r ,  Seems t o  me t h a t  p o o r  o l d  BC w a n t s  a g o o d  man a n d  strong 

a t  t h e  h e l m  j u s t  n o u . . , . f f  y o n  t u r n  i t  down y o u ' l l  b e  s h i r k i n g  

y o u r  b i t  t h e  same a s  e v e r  t h o s e  l a g g a r d s  t h e y  c a l l  

8 c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s *  did!utbl A l t h o u g h  t h e  BcRobbies h a t e  ' 



- -  - --- - -  --- - 

" p o i n t s  u p h i l l w ,  L i z z i e  is r e a d y  t o  s a c r i f i c e  p r i v a c y  a n d  ease 
.. 

b e c a u s e  she realized the need f o r  strong l e a i f e r s h i p  i n  ~ r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a ,  

After BcRobbie become  L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r ,  t i z z i e  makes 

h e r s e l f  s o  u s e f u l  t o  h i m  t h a t  h e  " f e l l  i n t o  t h e  h a b i t  o f  

d i s c u s s i n g  p o l i t i c s  w i t h  h e r  a n d  came t o  r e l y  more t h a n  a l i t t l e  

u p o n  h e r  o p i n i o n ,  H a * 2  Her j u d g a e n t  was "sane a n d  f a r - s i g h t e d "  a t  

a l l  times, L o y a l ,  f a i t h f u l  a n d  9 1 0 v i n g ,  s h e  u p h o l d s  h e r  h u s b a n d  
--aA 

when h e  f a c e s  the d i f f i c u l t  d e c i s i o n . o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t o  p a s s  

the a c t  w h i c h  w o u l d  g r a n t  e x t e n s i o n  o f  f r a n c h i s e  t o  C h i n e s e  

f a n a - o w n e r s ,  Lizzie d o e s  n o t  p a n i c  o r  become  h y s t e r i c a l  b u t  

i n s t e a d  is  t a c t f u l ,  l o v i n g  a n d  p a t i e n t .  Her w o r d s  a r e  

i n s p i r i n g l y  "stout a a d  c o a f o r t a b l e w ;  s h e  e n c o u r a g i n g l y  a s s u r e s  

h im o f  h e r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s u f f e r  a l o n g s i d e  h im f o r  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  

sake: *I would  r a t h e r  l i v e  on d r y  b r e a d , , . t h a n  be  r i c h  a n d  

% p a t r i o t ,  s u p p o r t s  h e r  h u s b a n d  i n  h i s  ' f i g h t  f o r  i n t e g r i t y  r i g h t  

t o  t h e  e n d ,  Lizzie's h e r o i c  a t t e m p t s  t o  p r o t e c t  h e r  c o u n t r y  make 

Chinese e f f o r t s  t o  e x p l o i t ,  u n d e r ~ i n e  a n d  d e s t r o y  B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a  seem even more d e t e s t a b l e ,  Compared  t o  h e r ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  

i n  t h e  n o v e l  seem e v e n  b l a c k e r  c h a r a c t e r s .  T h e  o p i u m  snokers who 

t h r e a t e n  t h e  morality of w h i t e  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  u n s c r u p n l o u s  

c h a r a c t e r s  of Chung tee a n d  Young Lung K o w ,  t h e  l e c h e r o u s  Pong - 



c o n t r a s t  t o  L i z z i e  L a i d l o w .  

G l y n n - U a r d ' s  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  o b v i o u s ,  C h i n e s e  a r e  immoral, 

f i l t h y  a n d  d e g e n e r a t e l y  s e l f - s e e k i n g  p a r a s i t e s  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  

w h i t e  B r i t i s h  C o l u a b i a ;  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  d r i v e n  o u k  a n d  k e p t  o u t  

b e f o r e  t h e y  o v e r r u n  t h e  l a n d  a n d  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  n a t i o n .  A l l  who 

a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  t h e m  a r e  b l a c k e r  t h a n  b l a c k  v i l l a i n s ,  The qriiigq 

on the wall r e p e a t s  many of  t h e  same p o i n t s  a b o u t  C h i n e s e  a s  -- --- ---- 
d o e s  The s~gmggs pi ghg  yprJep because l i k e  W a t s o n ,  G l y n n - W a r d  

seeks t o  s h o c k  C a n a d i a n s  a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  

a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  C h i n e s e ,  a n d  t h u s  p e r s u a d e  

C a n a d i a n s  of t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  t h r e a t  w h i c h  s h e  sees t h e  

C h i n e s e  p o s i n g  t o  w h i t e  s o c i e t y .  

T h e  t r e n d  o f  t h e  f o u r  n o v e l s  Jqqeg of Kpp&tggy. The qiqdpp 
B 

gggng. I& ~ggi&gs ~f the ~ p l l g y  a n d  The wgigiqg gq yp&& i s  

c l e a r l y  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o w a r d s  s t e r e o t y p i n g ,  E v e n  HcKowan w r i t i n g  

i n  7919 h a s  t o  wake a c o n s ~ r o T s ~ e f ~ ~ r t  t o  deferFB C h ' l n e s e - f r o m p -  

s t e r e o t y p i n g  a n d  u n f a i r  p r e j u d i c e .  HcKay i n  'J!& ag&s gazer 

c o n t i n u e s  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  d e f e n d  C h i n e s e ,  b u t  h e r  own 

s t e r e o t y p i n g  a n d  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  p o p u l a r  s e n t i m e n t s  a g a i n s t  

Chinese e m b o d i e d  i n  b o t h  s ~ o i l e g ~  ~f g 4 ~  m l l g p  a n d  Tbg 

u r i t i ~  the vgJ& u n d e r c u t  h e r  e f f o r t s ,  ----- 



After t h e  p a s s i n g  of t h e  E x c l u s i o n  Act i n  1:923, 
4 

n t a l  s e n t i n e n t s  g r a d u a l l y  d i e d  down. Prom 1924 t o  t h e  

f o r t i e s ,  novels w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  C h i n e s e  c o n t e n t  

r a t h e r  t h a n  p a s s i n g  r e f e r e n c e s  cane i n t o  p r i n t .  Eqgapg pf 

by C l i v e  P h i l l i p p s - W o l l e y  i n  1926  b o t h  show t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  of a 

g r a d u a l  e o v e  t o w a r d s  a less p r e j u d i c e d  a n d  a more b a l a n c e d  

d e p i c t i o n  of C h i n e s e .  H o w e v e r ,  a n t i - C h i n e s e  s e n t i m e n t s  f l a r e d  

b r i e f l y  a g a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s  b e c a u s e  o f  C h i n e s e  

e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t ,  T h e  n o v e l s  T h g  ~leataii. argtrwgy b y  ~ l e x a ' n d e r  

l a i t l a n d  S t e p h e n  i n  1929  a n d  y&pgg&igg ilks by A l e x  P h i l i p  i n  

1 9 3 1  ref lec t  t h e s e  s e n t i m e n t s .  The b q  pf p lawe by A u d r e y  

A l e x a n d r a  Brown i n  1 9 3 8 ,  C a r i g ~ o  ysawqy by  F r a n c e s  D u n c a n  i n  

h 4 2, a rid _Cg_rBm- - ~ & - ~ ~ - S - t + B h a n - - - k n - W 6 -  together r-etKLec-f - 

t h e  e n s u i n g  d e c l i n e  of a n t i - O r i e n t a l  f e e l i n g s .  

G o r d o n  of A& 2222 hgppg ar res t s  a t t e n t i o n  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  ------ 
its e x c e l l e n c e  a s  a work o f  l i t e r a t u r e  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  o n e  \ 
s e c t i o n  w h i c h  deals w i t h  C h i n e s e .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  is s i g n i f i c a n t  

b e c a u s e  i t  r e v e a l s  a c h a n g e  i n  Y a t s o n w s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  C h i n e s e  

s i n c e  g_hgsp_ojlors _of the lg&&_ee, H i s  r e l a t i v e l y  g e n e r o u s  

d e p i c t i o n  cf C h i n e s e  i n  t h i s  l a t e r  novel can be  d i r e c t l y  r e l s ted  

t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  E x c l u s i o n  Act, i f h e r e a s  z& ~ m & & g ~  of 
- --- 

vaflep was p u b l i s h e d  t u o  y e a r s  before t h e  Act, Gggdgq qf &he -- 
l o s t  lagoon cane  o f f  t h e  press a f u l l  y e a r  a f t e r  it, I n  1921 t h e  ---- 



C h i n e s e  i s s u e  w a s  a l i v e ,  a n d  f i l l e d  t h e  m i n d s  o f  B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a n s  d a i l y ;  b y  1924 C h i n e s e  were a l l  b u t  f o r g o t t e n  by  t h e  
'T 

-A 

a v e r a g e  B r i t i s h  C o l u s b i a n  who c o u l d  now rest i n  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  

t g a t  n o  more  C h i n e s e  wou ld  b e  a d m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  d e p i c t i n g  of C h i n e s e  i n  Ggrapq gf t h g  i g ~ g  

l a g o o n  i s  more  o b j e c t i v e  a n d  less  t i n g e d  w i t h  r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e ,  -- --- 
T h e  f i n a l  l e g a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  E x c l u s i o n  Act h a s  t e m p e r e d  

W a t s o n ' s  e a r l i e r  v e h e m e n t  f e e l i n g s ,  

U a t s o n ' s  c h a n g e  a a y  n o t  seem i m m e d i a t e  b e c a u s e  h e  s t i l l  

l i g h t l y  r i d i c u l e s  t h e  C h i n e s e  o f  S l a c k w a t e r .  A n o t i c e  o f  a r res t  

o f  C h i n e s e  r e a d s ,  

UHEREAS 
C 

B a n  Hang, Hun Lung,  
S i n g  S i n g ,  Kee Hoy, 
Laa Chop,  S e e  Saw, 
L a p  Wing, P e e  Bo, 

7 Chew Gua, L i n g  C o d ,  
L a i a  Duc, Sam S u e p ,  - ~ d - & h e r s ,  - h a u - r e h 4  - -  --------- 

m e r c h a n d i s e  from Y i l l i a m  D a v a d s o n ,  p r o p r i e t o r  of t h e  
C o h o e  G e n e r a l  S t o r e ,  A N D  WHEREAS t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  h a v e  - 
n o t  p a i d  f o r  s u c h  m e r c h a n d i s e ,  be  i t  known, HEREBY, 
HERETOPORE, LlEREOY, HEBEFROIl and  HEREAFTER BY THESE 
PRESENTS by t h e  Grace of G o o d n e s s  a n d  H e r c y ,  t h e  B e a u t y  
of C l e o p a t r a  and t h e  Queen  o f  Sheba; t h e  U i c k e d n e s s  of 
C h a r l e s  ~ e a c &  t h e  B n r g a l a r ;  a n d  t h e  humour  of Harry t 
L a u d e r ;  t h e  C h i c k e n  O a t h  a n d  t h e  O r d e a l  of t h e  B u r n t  
P a p e r ,  - - t h a t  unless a l l  and e v e r y  d e b t  is p a i d  i n  f u l l  
w i t h i n  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s ,  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  C h i n a m a n ,  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  and c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  i n  a n d  o u t  of B l a c k u a t e r ,  
w i l l  be jailed a n d  s t r u n g  u p  b y  t h e  t h u m b s  u n t i l  his 
t o e - n a i l s  d r o p  o f f ,  - 

Signed, Sealed and D e l i v e r e d  i n  the present year of 2 - - - -  

o u r  L o r d .  j . 
- Peter2 ~ a p k i n  - pp -p -p-p pp 

L o r d  H i g h  E x e c u t i o n e r l b *  ------------------ 
a * *  Yatsoa, Robert, _Gq&oq of _l_oq& k m ,  (Hew Pork: 
B i n t o n ,  Balch a n d  Company, 19241, p ,  158-159, 

- 



Yatson o b v i o u s l y  pokes f u n  a t  t h e  Chinese i n  his c h o i c e  of n a s e s  

o n  t h e  list o f  C h i n e s e  d e b t o r s ,  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  n o t i c e  m a k e s  a 

t r a v e s t y  o f  C h i n e s e  i g n o r a n c e  and t h e i r  b l i n d  f e a r  o f  w h i t e  ' 

man ' s  law, W a t s o n  creates a c o n i c  e f f e c t  b y  u s i n g  a 

s u p e r - a b u n d a n c e  of c o n  j u n c t i o n s  l i k e  N w h e r e a s m ,  " h e r e b y N ,  

w h e r e t o f o r e s 8 ,  H h e r e f r o s U  a n d  " h . e r e a f  term,  -and  bp ' -  

a p p e a l i n g  t o  s u c h  d u b i o u s  a n d  f i c t i t i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s  

C l e o p a t r a ,  Q u e e n  of S h e b a ,  C h a r l e s  P e a c e ,  H a r r y  L a u d e r ,  the 

C h i c k e n  O a t h  a n d  t h e  O r d e a l  o f  B u r n t  P a p e r ,  B e i n g  " j a i l e a  and 

hung qp by t h e  t h u m b s .  u n t i l  h i s  t o e - n a i l s  d r o p  o f f  ? is a l s o  

a b s u r d .  T h e s e  f o u r  m e t h o d s  a r e  b u t  m e a n s  t o  u n c o v e r  t h e  

i g n o r a n c e  a n d  u n t h i n k i n g  c r e d u l i t y  o f  C h i n e s e  who w o u l d . b e l i e v e  

i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a c h a r a c t e r  l i k e  " P e t e r  Pumpkin ,  L o r d  H i g h  

E x e c u t i o n e r " ,  who w o u l d  m i s t a k e  " a n  a u t q m o b i l e - l i c e n s e ,  s e v e r a l  
-- - - ---- - - -- - 

y e a r s  b a c k - d a t e d n  f o r  a n s h e l i f f ' s n  b a d g e ,  and  who w o u l d  b e  

* i m m e d i a t e l y  i a p r e s s e d  a n d  t r e m e n d o u s l y  o v e r a w e d n  by t h e  t h r e a t  

of b e i n g  s t r u n g  u p  by t h o  thumbs .  ~ e s ~ i t a h i s  r i d i c u l e ,  however, 

Y a t s o n  d o e s  n o t  c e n s u r e  the C h i n e s e  a s  h e  does i n  p ~ o i l e r s  

qf A& mlLe3, H i s  r i d i c u l e  of Sing's s u p e r s t i t i o n s  i n  t h a t  book  
-C 

is t o  show singa$ u n c i v i l i z e d  n a t u r e ,  h i s  immoral a n d  v i o l e n t  
. i- 

c h a r a c t e r  a n d ,  t h e r e b y ,  - reweal t h e  d a n g e r  of a l l o w i n g  C h i n e s e  

i n t o  t h e  country. I n  contrast, the r i d i c u l e  of t h e  C h h e s s  

s e r e l y  f o r  f a n ,  



The n a r r a t o r  refers t o  ! * t h e  C h i n a m e n  o f  B l a ~ ~ w a t e r , ~ ~  t o  
-- - 

"orients-1 d e b t o r s n  a n d  t o  " C h i n e s e  q u a r t e r s n  of t h e  t o w n ,  16s 

" T h e r e  das a n  o l d  C h i n e s e  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  B l a c k w a t e r ,  c o n s i s t i n g  

o f  ~ h i n e s e  l a u n d r y m e n ,  C h i n e s e  m a r k e t - g a r d e n e r s ,  c o o k s  i n  t h e  

s u r r o u n d i n g  l o g g i n g  c a m p s  a n d  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  l o c a l  s a l m o n  

canneryWe1* 1 6 6  C o n s p i c u o u s  i n  t h e s e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  i s  t h e  a b s e n c e  

of d e r o g a t o r y  a d j e c t i v e s  w h i c h  Y a t s o n  s p r i n k l 2 d  s o  l i b e r a l l y  a n d  

c o p i o u s l y  i n  h i s  e a r l i e r  n o v e l ,  W h e r e a s  h e  u s e s  " c h i n k 1 *  

c o n s i s t e n t l y  i n  ~ ~ a & r s  gf the yg&&gx , t h a t  term i s  

c o r a p l e t e l y  a b s e n t  i n  t h i s  n g v e l ,  E v e n  more  c o n s p i c u o u s  i s  t h e  

a b s e n c e  o f  W a t s o n ' s  e a r l i e r  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  C h i n e s e  a s  h e a t h e n ,  

e v i l  a n d  i m m o r a l ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  w h i t e  s o & e t y .  - 
A b s e n t ,  t o o ,  are t h e  l e n g t h y  t i r a d e s  a g a i n s t  C h i n e s e  a n d  t h e  

s t a n d a r d  r e a s o n s ,  e c o n o m i c a l ,  r a c i a l  a n d  m o r a l ,  f o r  k e e p i n g  them 

o u t  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

Indeed, Ha t~orr  e ~ ~ - ~ e e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e b e  t h e e x i f t e f f c 4 f e e  

r e l a t i v e  g o o d n e s s  i n  C h i n e s e .  T h e  n a r r a t o r  c l a i a s  a s t o n i s h m e n t  

on d i s c o v e r i n g  t h a t  C h i n e s e  " h a d  a c q u i r e d  t h e  o o u i n g  h a b i t , ,  , t o  

the t o t a l  e x t e n t  of s i x  h u n d r e d  d 0 l l a r s , ~ l 6 7  Y a t s o n  i s p l i e s  t h a t  
\, 

w h i t e s ,  u s u a l l y  the o n e s  i n  d e b t ,  have t a u g h t  t h e  o t h e r w i s e  

c o n s c i e n t i o u s  C h i n e s e ,  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  "good  pay.,1' t h a t  

same d e p l o r a b l e  Rowingn h a b i t ,  T h i s  p o r t r a y a l  is m a r k e d l y  



y i o l e n t  n a t u r e ,  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  0-f Blackwater  learn 

t h e i r  baii h a b i t s  from t h e i r  v h i t e  c o u t e r p a r t s ,  

T h e  n e x t  novel w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  C h i n e z e  eontent is mid, 

gol& ig rziboo! ,* although P h i l l i p p s - Y o l l e y  d o e G  o p e n l y  

condemn o r  c e n s u r e  white men f o r  t h e i r  p r e j u d i c e ,  h e  d o e s s h o w  
- 

- - -  

t h a t  the p r e  j a d i c e  is u n j u s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  j u r t a p o s i  t i o n  of t h s  

b e h a v i o u r  and  a t t i t u d e s  of a e d  C o r b e t t  and S t e v e  C h a n c e  a n d ,  t o  

a lesser d e g r e e ,  R a a p i k e ,  
- - 

T h e  m i n e r  B e a  C o r b e t t  has a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with h i s  

Chinese c o o k ,  Phon, Corbett does n o t  view Phon p r i s a r i l y  a s  a  

C h i n e s e  o r  e v e n  a s  a s e r v a n t ,  F r o a  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  ' 

P h i l l i p p s - R o l l e y  s t a t e s  t h a t  Phon h a s  "a g r e a t  a f f 2 c t i o n n  for  

Bed C o r b e t t  who " t r e a t e d  h i a  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l i a r i t y  o f  o l d  

f r i e n d s h i p . " l b @  C o r b e t t  is c o n s i d e r a t e ,  k i n d  a a d  l o y a l  t o  Phon: 
- - - - - -- -- -- 

h e  never u s e s  d e r o g a t o r y  terms but o n l y  t e a se s  Phon a b o u t  g o i n g  

t o  t h e  -bee-hee h o u s e n ;  h e  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  calls h i n  "you i 8 i o t u  

a n 3  " o l d  Phonrl ;  h e  risks his stake a t  t h e  c l a i m 4 b y  t r a v e l l i n g  

'a slower for  t h e  k e  of his e x h a u s t e d  s e r v a n t ;  h e  lends a  
t-- 

s u p p o r t i n g  h a n d  t o  Phon's s t a g g e r i n g  w a l k ,  Unlike many masters 

uho  h a r d l y  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e i r  C h i n e s e  s e r v a n t s  an3 t h e r e f o r e  

do not knou t h e i r  c h a n g e s  i n  feelings and moods, C o r b e t t  listens 

to  PBon art& is s e ~ s k t k r e  to c h a n g e s  in the tone of Phbd's - 



- - - -- - - -  - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - 

- -- - - - 

* 
s p e e c h ,  C o r b e t t  a l s o  r e g a r d s  P h o n g s  i d e a s  w o r t h  c o n s i d e r i n g ,  H e  

- - - - - -- -- - . - -- 

is s i n c e r e l y  c o n c e r n e d  over P h o n ' s  # p h y s i c a l  a n d  a e n t a l  h e a l t h  - 
/ 

a a d  is so  w o r r i e d  for Phon t h a t  h e  b e c o m e s  i r r i t a t e d  b y  t h e  

i n s e n s i t i v e  S t e r e  C h a n c e ' s  l i g h - t  a n d  h e a r t l e s s  w h i s t l i n g .  $' . 

T h e  o n l y  o c c a s i o n  C o r b e t t  c u r s e s  Phon i s  when h e  is f a c e d  

u i t h  t h e  c h o i c e  between l o s i n g  b o t h  Phon a n d  C h a n c e  down a  
* 

r a v i n e ,  or k i l l i n g  P h o n  t h a t  C h a n c e  a i g h t  l i v e . l e q  Exen at i l k s  - 

P 

. p o i n t ,  C o r b e t t  c o n s i d e r s  t h e m  b o t h  ' * h i s  f r i e n d s , "  Tn t h e  f i n a l  

analysis, h o w e v e r ,  Phun i s  s t i l l  o n l y  t h e  C h i n e s e  s e r . v a n t  a q d  

C o r b e t t  " h i s  master." C o r b e t t  c a n n o t  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  d o  
- - - - - - - -  - - -  - - - - - - - - 

o t h e r w i s e ;  P h i l l i p p s - i d o l l e y  w s u l d  h a v e  b e e n  u n r e a l i s t i c  h a d  

Corbett c h o s e n  t o  s a v e  P h o n  i n s t e a d - o f  Chanc2 .  I n  a t s n s e  a n d  
B , 

c r u c i a l  s o o e n t ,  C o r b e t t  can be e x c u s e d  f o r  c a l l i n g  P h o n  " t h a t  

7 c u r s e d  ~ h i n a m a n , ~  After a l l ,  P h o n  is t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  d a n g e r  

thej a re  i n .  Yet, C o r b e t t  is r e l u c t a n t  t o  ki$l Phon, a n d  w i l l  d o  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  o f  his t r u s t e d  a p d  l o y a l  s e r v a n t , H e  d e l a y s ,  

raising his r i f l e  s l o u l y ,  a n d  s h o u t s  a w a r n i n g  t o  Phon t o  g i v e  

him a " l a s t  chance." 

T o  c o n t r a s t  C o r b e t t J s  u n p r e j u d i c e d  a t t i t u d e  towards Phon ,>  
r 

P h i l l i p p s - R o l l e y  s h o w s  Chance's c o n t e m p t  f o r  yhon  from t h e i r  ' 

f i r s t  recorded c o a v e r s a t i o n .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  P h o n g s  claim t h e  

* d e b b i l s n " t o l d  him a l l  t h r e e  men w i l l  be g a a b l i n g  for g o l d  
- - - - - - - - - 

t o g e t h e r ,  Chance is p a t r o r d z i n g  a n d  c o n t e m p t u o u s  of P h o n e s  
- - -  \ 

I 

~ ~ . p a r s i i t i o n s ,  and l a u g h s  a c a r e l e s s l ~  a t  P h o n t s  fear of a n o t h e r  i i 



- - -- - - - - - - -L pp-pp-p 

S t e v e l s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  P h o n  is c a u s e d  by, a n d  o n l y  by, t h e  
c 

fact t h a t  P h o n  is C h i n e s e :  =What  d i d  i t  matter q h a t  a C h i n a m a n  

t h o u g h t !  A l i t t l e  y e l l o w - s k i n n e d ,  p i g - t a i l e d  fellow like P h o n '  

gas not l i k e l y  to h a v e  found o u t  a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  h a d  escaped 

Stelreas Y a n k e e  s a r t a e ~ s , ~ i 7 0  C h a n c e t s  d i s l i k e  and. c o n t e m p t  f o r  P-- 
\ 

P h o p  is d e e p l y  r o o t e d ,  Despite a l a u g h  a n d  a n  a p p a r e n t  tease i n  
- - - - - 

caf  l i n 3  P h o n  ti jolf g s a u c y  .heathen U, P h o n  is s t i f f  a " h e a t h e n m  

who comes too close t o  o v e r s t e p p i n g  t h e  l i n e  b e t w e e n  

f q i e n d l i n e s s  a n d  f a a i l i a r i t y ,  1'1 L i k e  a n  a n i m a l  which h a s  
- - - 

m i s b e h a v e d ,  Phon n e e d s  t o  b e  u t  i n t o  p , l a c e  b y  kickm; h e .  ' 

F 4- 
needs t o  b e  shown who is s e r v a n t  a n d  who i s  master; h e  n e e d s  t o  

b e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  h e  n t  a C h i n e s e  a n d  t h a t  C h s n c e  is  a n  

A m e r i c a n ,  C h a n c e  t h i  of Phon o n l y  a s  a n h e r r i n g - g u t t e d  

v i e h s  a b o u t  Chinase. To him,  Phon  c a n  l i v e  on d i r t  o r  on n o t h i n g  

a t  a l l ;  "an@Chinee can 3 0  t h a t . *  173 C h i n e s e  a r e  

lying, t r e a c h e r o u s  and thieving h e a t h e  

. c o n t r a s t s  Rampike  with C o r b e t t ,  who d o e s  n o t  e v e n  p a u s e  t o  

e n t e r t a i n  s u c h  a n  i 3 e a ,  b u t  i m m e d i a t e l y  d e f e n d s  Phon  a n d  r e b u k e s  



I n  a f u r t h e r  a t t e m p t  t o  b r e a k  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e ,  

P h i l l i p p s - Y o l l e y  a l s o  s h o w s  C h a n c e  a s  a p a r a l l e l  c h a r a c t e r  t o  

P h o n .  L i k e  P h o n ,  S t e v e ,  too,  c o n t r a c t s  g o l d - f e v e r .  C h a n c e  was 

not "far b e h i n d W ' : p h o n  i n  the f r e n z i e d  n s c r a m b l e m  for t h e  gold 

P h o n  u n c o v e r s  f r o %  u n d e r  a b o u l d e r ,  " T o g e t h e r  t h e  two d e l v e d  a n d  

s c r a t c h e d  a n d  picked about- t h e  b e d - r 0 c k . ~ l 7 ' - L i k e  Phon, Chance 

becoses w i l d  when h e  d i s c o v e r s  gold; l i k e '  ~ h o n , ,  too, C h a n c e  

l o s e s  c o n t r o l  o f  h i n s e l f  a n d  a l l ows  his g r e e d  t o  o v e r c o e e  him.  
i 

P b i l l i p p s u o l l e y  Biaself is n o t  entirely f r e e  o f  prejidice,  - 

-2 >-. . 8 T 

h o w e v e r .  D e s p i t e  h i s  conscious p a r a l l e l i n g  o f  C h a n c e  w i t h  P h o n ,  I 

P h i l l i p p s - W o l l e y  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  p a r a l l e l s  C h a n c e  w i t h  Hed 

Cor b e t t ,  Z m e e d i a t ? l y  b e f o r e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  3 ban3oned  way C h a n c e  

d e l v e s  a n d  s c r a t c h e s  an3  p i c k s  a b o u t  t h ~  b e d - r o c k  f o r  g o l d  

n u g g e t s ,  P h i l l i p p s - N o l l e y  h a s  Corbett and C h a n c e  looking a t  t h e  
L 

- -- - - - -- - - - 

g o l d  a n d  t h i n k i n g  "it c a n a o t  be f o r  t h i s c o m m o n ,  u Q T p  

s t u f f . , . t h a t  a e n  toil a n d  s t r i v e ,  l i v e  a n d  d i e d ,  and  a r e  

d a ~ u e d ! ~ ~ * ~  Although t h e s e  t h o u g h t s  could conceivably h a v e  

f l a s h e 3  a c r o s s  C o r b e t t g s  t i n d ,  they a r e  p r t a i n l y  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  

with C h a n c e ' s  c h a r a c t e r  a s  P h i l l i p p s - Y o l l e y  has a l r e a d y  d r a w n  
f l  

i t .  Mo oan who c o n s i d e r s  g o l d  such Ncommon u g l y  s t u f f n  would 

s a b s e g u e n t l y  go  on his hands a n d  knees a s  i f  before an  i d o l  t o  
f' 



- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - 

c l a i m i n g  P h o n  t o  h a v e  "a g r e a t  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  two men,  who 
.L 

- ---- - - - - - -- 

t r e a t e d  h i m  w i t h  the f a m i l i a r i t y  of o l d  f r i e n d s h i p o n  C h a n c e  d o e s  

n o t  c o n s i d e r  Phon  a friend a n d  h o l d s  P h o n  i n  a m u s e d  c o n t e m p t  a n d  

d i s d a i n .  T h e s e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  r e v e a l  ~ h i l l i ~ ~ s - ~ d l l e ~ * s  

anconscious b i a s .  A l t h o u g h  c o n s c i o u s l y  d e s i r i n g  t o  b r e a k  t h e  

s t e r e o t y p e ,  h e  i s  nevertheless a p r o d u c t  of  his age, H e  t r i e s  t o  
'\ 

\ 

p u t  Chance i n  a good - f i g h t h y  showing c o r d i a l i t y  where p r e j u d i c e  
- 

l i v e s .  These a t t e ~ p t s  a r e  a r t i f i c i a l  an3 i n c o n s i s t e n t  with t h e  

rest of t h e  n o v e l ,  ~ h i l l i p p s - ~ b f l e y  c a n n o t  h e l p  h i s  u n c o n s c i o u s  

bias t h a t  a l l  white men are r e a l l y  d e c e n t  men u n d e r n e a t h ;  

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h a t  b i a s  e x i s t s  an3, i n d e e d ,  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  
\ 

i n s i d i o u s n e s s  3 n d  p e r v a s i v e n e s s  of s t e ' r e o t y p i n g .  

P h i l l i p p s - Y o l l e y t s  u n c o n s c i o u s  b i a s  Can b e  s e e n  i n  other, 

ways, He'hiafself occasionally f o r g e t s  t h e  existence of lbon i n  

t h e  t e l l i n g  of the t a l e ,  ? h a - l i p p s - i d o l l e y  d e t a i l s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

n . . . C r u i c k s h a n k  leading t h e  f i r s t  five p o n i e s ,  t h e n  Roberts 

p l o d d i n g  p a t i e n t l y  a l o n g  on f o o t .  th'e? a n o t h e r  five ponies. a n d  

then, 3s l o n g  a s  t h e  n s r r o w  t r a i l  w o u l d  p e r m i t  of it, He3 a n 3  

S t e v e  t r u d q i n g  a l o n g ,  chatting and k e e p i n g  t h e  ponies o n  t h e  

eore,"i77 A l t h o u g h  a member of t h e  p a r t y  P h o n  i s  f o r g o t t e n ;  his 

presence n o t  a c k n o u t e i g e 3 ;  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  l i n e - u p  forevsr  a 

mystery 

P h i l 1  i p p s - P u f f  ef also r e p e a t s  the stereotype of C h i n e s e  a s  



p h y s i c a l  appearance t o  s h o w i n g  P h o n t s  i n c u r a b l e  l o v e  f o r  
2 A - 

g a m b l i n g .  Phon s o  l o v e s  t o  g a m b l e  t h a t . h e  r u s h e d  d i n n e r :  Ke 

" d i v e d  i n t o  t h e  t e n t ,  an3 r a t t l e d  a b o u t  the t i n  p l a t e s  a n d  

c l u c k e d  a s  i f  h e  were c a l l i n g  c h i c k e n s  t o  b e  f e d w ;  a f t e r  d i n n e r ,  

h e  "rushed i n  t o  t a k e  a w a y  t h e  r e ~ a i n s , ~ 1 ? 8  P h o n  p a y s  n o  

a t t e n t i o n  to  C o r b e t t s s  wise w a r n i n g  t h a t  h e  would lose  a m o n t h ' s  

pay: U Y o u l l l  see a s  auch of t h e  hundred d o f f a ~ s  a s  y o u  B i d  of 

t h e  d e v i l . "  - 
I n  j u x t a p o s i n g  P h o n ' s  g a m b l i n g  w i t h  C o r b e t t  and C h a n c e ' s  

decisian to s t a k e  t h r e e  c l a i a s  o n  a g o l d  mine t h e y  have not  yet 

seen,. P h i l l i p p s - S o l l e y  seems t o  undercut t h i s  s t e r e o t y p e ,  
k 

A l t h o u g h  C h i n e s e  n a y  g e n e r a l l y  b e  g a m b l e r s ,  s o  t o o  a r s  

C a u c a s i a n s :  a s  Thon p o i n t s  o u t ,  "Chance  h e  g o  g a m b l e ,  P h o n  h e  g o  
v 

g a m b l e  t o o .  A l l  cj.0 g a e b f e  t o g e d d e r e H  A l l  t a k e  r i s k s ,  o n l y  i n  

different w a y s ;  a l f - g a s b f e ,  o n l y  t h e  games t h e y  play a re  
- - -- - - - - pp ppp- 

d i f f e r e n t .  W h e t h e r  t h e  g a t e  be  g o l d  m i n i n g  or  c a r d - p l a y i n g ,  t h e  

basic p r i n c i p l e  b e h i a d  both is r i s k ;  b o t h  a t e  g a ~ b l e s .  A 

, 3 i f f e r e n c e  e x i s t s ,  nevertheless, b e t w e e n  t h e  g a m b l i n g  o f  C o r b e t t  
*r 

a n d  Chance a n d  t h a t  of P h o n t  "he was a c e l e s t i a l ,  He p X a y e d  for 
/- 
r 

t h e  stakes, Both t h e  u h i t e r  p l a y e d . . . f o r  t h e  f u n  of t h e  

gaac."Z?* A c c o r d i n g  t o  P h i l l i p p s - Y o i l e y ,  t h e n ,  t h e  g o l d  was a l l  

t h a t  r a t t e r e j  t o  P h o n ,  n o t  t h e  t h r i l l  of knowing o n e  h a d  p l a y e d  

h a r d  and h o n e s t  and clean, P h i l l i p p s - Y o l l e y  r e v e a l s  h i s  - own - - 

p r e j u d i c e :  - he - -  hi~self s u c c u s b s  t o  t h e  i n s i d i o u s  t e a c h i n g s  of h i s  ------------------ -- - - - - -- -- -- 



s o c i e t y  i n  his p o r t r a y a l  of P h o n  a s  g r e e d - d r i v e n .  
-- P --- 

A l t h o u g h  P h i l l i p p s - Y o l l e y  d o e s  n o t  d e s c r i b e  a n y  o p i u m  d e n s  

o r  a c t u a l l y  show P h o n  s e o k i n g  o p i u m ,  h e  d o e s  h a v e  o n e  r e f e r e n c e  
\ 

t o  it. H e ' l i k e n s  t h e  s i g h t  of g o l d  t o  s u c h  a s  P h o n  " h a d  o n l y  

d r e a n e d  of when the opium had p o s s e s s i o n  o f  h i m  b o d y  a n d  . 

s ~ u f , ~ t ~ o ~ ~ l t h o u g h  t h i s  seems a n  i n n o c e n t  p h r a s e  w i t h  no a c t u a l  

d e r o g a t o r y  c o n n o t a t i o n s ,  i t  i n s i d i o u s l y  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  

stereotypical a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  w i t h  o p i u m .  Because P h o n  is 

t h e  o n l y  main Chinese c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  n o v e l ,  h e  r e p r e s e n t s  + 

1- 
Chinese. T h e  s t e r e o t y p e  is e n o u g h  t o  conjure u p  t h e  n e g a t i v e  i 
images c o n n e c t e d  u i t h  C h i n e s e  a n d  op ium:  v i l e - s a e l l i n g ,  s m o k y  

a n d  dirty dens, Chinese a s  p e r v e r s e ,  e v i l  a n d  n a t u r a l l y  

degraded, opium-addiction s p r e a d i n g  like w i l d - f i r e  into t h e  

w h i t e  c o r e u n i t y ,  w i t h  i n n o c e n t  w h i t e  y o u t h s  e n s l a v e d  by the 

h a b i t  a n d  n a i v e  white g i r l s  k i d n a p p e d  and  s o l d  into p r o s t i t u t i o n  

Despite P h i l l i p p s - Y o l l e y l s  u n c o n s c i o u s  l a p s e s  i n t o  

&gg_oofi, i s  3 d e f i n i t e  ' s t e p  t o w a r d s  c o r r e c t i n g  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of 

British C o l u m b i a - n s .  T h e  t h i r d  novel zhg q & g q ~ u q  prc&qqp by  A.H. 

S t e p h e n  is ,  h o u e v e r ,  a s h a r p  d e v i a t i o n  f r o m  t h i s  t r e n 3  a l r e a d y  

set by Y3tson a n d  Philfipps-Bofley. Ste~hen t o t a l l y  r e v e r t s  t o  

the n e g a t i v e  s tereot fge  typical of G l y n n - Y a r d .  2hg g&gl.&gq 
7 

-33 is writtea is 1 9 2 9 ,  six years a f t & q t h e  E x c l u s i o n  k t  i n  
t 

- -- - 

1923. ~ u r i a g - t h i s  perlo&, ~h inese  who had p r e v i o u s l y  been b u t  
i- ------------------ * 

f a 0  gag. ,  p.209. 



m e n i a l  workers began t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  B r i t i s h  
- - -- 

C o l u n S i a .  T h e y  s l o u l p  a o v e d  i n t o  t h e  r e t a i l  a n d  w h o l e s a l e  
* 

b u s i n e s s  n o t  o n l y  i n  ~ h i n a t o ~ w n  b u t  i n t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of white 

b u s i n e s s t e n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s  saw a r e n e w e d  

i n c r e a s e  i n  a n t i - C h i n e s e  s e n t i m e n t s ,  t h i s  t i n e  l e d  b y  

~ u s i n e s s a e n .  _Tb_e gJ_eh_aing g g c h u a y  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  r e n e w e d  mood: it 

seeks t o  avaken  neaorfes of C h i n e s e  v i ' c e  such a s  g a m b l i n g  a n d  

opium s m o k i n g ,  o f  a f i l t h y  C h i n a t o w n ,  a n d  of a C h i n e s e  
- 

p o p u l a t i o n  i n h e r e n t l y  d i a b o l i c a l  a n d  s l y .  

a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  t h ?  e x o t i c  e l e a e n t s  of C h i n e s e  l i f e ,  Howev-er,  

a c lose r  i n s p e c t i o n  r e v e a l s  a p r e j u d i c e  which i n v a l i d a t e s  t h a t  

s e e a i n q  a d a i r a t i o n ,  " Z u a i n t  l i t t l e  w o o d e n  s h o p s  a n 3  s a r k e t s  

f i l l e d  w i t h  weir3 foocls a n d  p i c t u r e s q u e  b r i c - a - b r a c w ,  " r e d  

posters, splashed vi b k i e r o g f p p h s  i n  black i n k u ,  Ugorqa,gus  B 
- - - --- - - - - -- - - - - - - - 

m a n d a r i n  g o w n s ,  g o l d  e a b r o i d e r y "  a n d  " c o l o u r e d  

silks, teauous a r e  t h e  aspects of C h i n e s e  

c u l t u r e  w h i c h  B r i t i s h  f o l u r b i a n s  see8 t o  accept  w i t h  favour,  

Yet,  t h i s  3 d ~ i r a t i o n  is r e l u c t a n t  a n d  tinged w i t h  

c o n d e s c e n s i o n ,  The adjective " q u a i n t n  s u g g e s t s  a n t i q u e ,  odd, 

f a n c i f u l ,  o r  u h i a s i c a l .  i s  s u c h ,  t h e  n q u a i n t  l i t t l e  wooden 

shopsu a r e ,  t h o u g h  pleasing t o  some d e g r e e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  

a b n o r m a l  t o  w h i t e  British C o l u r b i a n s  uhose j u d g a e n t s  a r e ,  of 

course, i n  Yatsonss eyes, u n f a i l i n g  a n  i n v a r i a b l y  
- 3 - 

--*--------------- 

1.1 S t e p h e n ,  A l e x a n d e r  1,, &learning qzchuay, (London: J-H, 
D e n t  a n d  Sons Lisited, 1929) '  p, 196. 



c o r r e c t . S t e p h e n  f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  l * p u n g e n t o d o u r s w  w h i c h  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

emanate from t h e s e  v e r y  s h o p s  a r e  " u n p l e a s a n t  t o  W e s t e r n  

sensesw; t h i s  phrase f u r t h e r  u n d e r e i n e s  t h e  a p p a r e n t l y  p o s i t i v e  

c o a n o t 3 t i o n  of t h e  . w o r d  Hquaintn ,  S i m i l a r 1  y,  the c h o i c e  of 

"weirdw t o  describe Chinese f o o d  g o e s  beyond t h e  l i t e r a l  m e a n i n g  

of * u n f a m i l i a r n ,  Like n q u a i n t T ' ,  " w e i r d n  c o n n o t a t e s  a n  a b n o r m a l *  
P 

d e v i a t i o n  from the a c c p p t a b l e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  S t e p h e n  a p p l i e s  t h e  
- 

v e r b  aqfaredw t o  those  i n n o c e n t  r e d  p o s t e r s  t o  a r o u s e  

i n d i g n a t i o ' n  i n  h i s  r eade r s ,  a n  i n d i g n a t i o n  h e  h i m s e l f  feels :  3s 
C h i n e s e  poster s h o u l d  have  t h e  g a l l  t o  g l a r e  a t  passing w h i t e  % 
e s p e c i a l l y  when  a b o v e  s o c h  e v i l - s a e l l i n g  d e n s .  S t e ~ h e n ' ~  choice r 
of  H h i e r o g l g p h s u  brings t o  mind  t h e  p o p u l a r  o p i n i o n  t h a t  " t h e  

A i a b o f i c a f  C h i n e s e  a l p h a b e t R  is "Bore p r i m i t i v e  t - 
t h e  s a v a g e ' t r i b e s  of American I n d i a n s . "  E v e n  t h e  s 

r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  C h i n e s e  h a r e  e n o u g h  a e s t h e t i c  s e n s i b i l i t y  t o  

p a s s e s s  a. fici31 i s SI n n P T c u t b j ~  ~ a w - n - t - t ~ b - a t ~ h  - 

c loses t  t o  m u s i c a l  n o t e s  which t h e  f i d d l e  p r o d u c e s  i s  b u t  a 
P 

* ? i s c o r d a n t  s q u e a ~ i n g , ~  

F o r  S t e p h s n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  c l o s e  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  o f  the 

cultural a s p e c t s  o f  C h i w s e  w i t h  the a t m o s p h e r e  of l u s t  a n d  

crine h e  sees p r e - v a i l i n g  i p  C h i n a t o w n  is n o t  m e a n t  t o  ' r e l i e v e  ' 

t h a  c o n d e s n a t i o n  of C h i n e s e  by p o i n t i n g  to t h e  sore a a r i r a b l e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  British C u l a a b i a ,  I n s t e a d ,  S t e p h e n ' s  c h o i c e  of 

uor&s c f e a r f y  s h o w s  his intention to e a k e  suspicioas even those 
- - - -- - - - -- -- 

aspects  of t h e  Chinese i n h e r i t a n c e  v h i c h  *a7 sees l a u d a b l e .  



The r e m a i n i n g  p i c t u r e  S t e p h e n  p a i n t s  d e v o t e s  i t s e l f  t o  

every stereotyped vice of C h i n e s e .  182 Unlike o t h e r  c i v i l i z e d  
I 

w h i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e s s  w i t h  t h e i r  d e c e - n t  s t r e e t s  a n d  r o a d s ,  

C h i n a t o w n  c o n s i s t s  o f  alley-ways. T h e  s e e m i n g l y  i n n o c e n t  C h i n e s e  

hoses a r e  b u t  decoys f o r  i l l i c i t  gambling h o u s e s .  "Ah nee's 

j o i n t  o n  D u p o n t  S t r e e t n  i s  known a s  a n  o p i u m  d e n  a s  well a s  a 

g a a b l i n g  house. '53 b sinister a i r  comes f r o m  the p e o p l e  u h o  

i n h a b i t  o r  f r e q u e n t  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  C h i n e s e  d o o r m a n ,  l i k e  

Knowless C h i n a m a n ,  i s  s t e a l t h y .  S t e p h e n  p o r t r a y s  h i m  a s  a 

9isbfic3l p a n k h e ~  uhn B a s  spcrttel h i s p r e y  a n d  is r e a d y  t o  
Y 

p o u n c e  on h i s  i n n o c e n t  an3  u n s u s p e c t i n g  v i c t i m :  h e  h a s  s m a l l  

g l i t t e r i n g  e y e s ,  a s u s p i c i o u s  s a i l e  and ,a  t o o - a b j e c t l y  s e r v i l e  

aannsr. He is '  u n c t u o u s ,  u n d u l y  s u a v e  a n 3  g i l y - t o n g u e d .  S t e p h e n  

e v e n  s u p p l i e s  h i 8  vith " c l a w s  tucked i n t o  t h e  wide sleeves of . 
his s i l k e n  j a c k e t w ;  the s i l k e n  j a c k e t  only e m p h a s i z e s  the feline 
- -- - - - - -- pp 

cunning of C h i n e s e  who hi5e b e h i n d  a veneer of ~ 3 0 0 t h  
9 

K 3  
r ' 

respectability. T h e  g a a b l e r s ,  w h i t e  a n d  y e l l o w ,  Ben and v *oh, 
- 
-=. 

a r e  u n h e a l t h y  l o o k i n g  a a r n f o r  the most p a r t  s i n i s t e r m ;  t h e  
! 

women, " p o w d e r e d  a n d  r&edm v i t h  eyes l g u n n a t u r a l l y  b r i g h t  by 

reason oi t h e i r  p s i n t e d  l a ~ b e s , ~  are i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  * 
p r o s t i t u t e s .  T h e  c a r e f u l l y  g u a r d e d  front d o o r ,  the heavy b o l t s ,  

the s i l e n t l y  s w i n g i n g  d o o r ,  the narrow spaces, t h e  n t h ~ d  of  

p o n d e r o u s  iron bats being s h o v e d  i n t o  wooden  s o c k e t s m  a l l  a d d , t o  



L i k e  S t e p h e n ' s  n o v e l ,  A l e x  P h i l i p ' s  i?hig~ge&ng & e a v e s  i s  
- -T  

- ----- x 

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r e n e w e d  a n t i - O r i e n t a l  f e e l i n g s  of t h e  t h i r t i e s ,  
I-", 

W ~ S E - L &  k-2 is w r i t t e n  i n  1931, two  y e a r s  after The - 
gfgqgi g q+chpq~ a n d  e i g h t  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  I $ x c l u s i o n  A c t  i n  -~ i 

\ 
1923. In t h o s e  e i g h t  years, British C o l u a b i a n s  seem t o  have 

b e c o m e  c o m p l a c e n t  i n  t h e i r  a t t a c k  on C h i n e s e ,  a c o m p l a c e n c y  i n  

e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  p r o d u c e d .  No n o v e l  p u b l i s h e d  l u r i n g  

t h e s e  p e a r s  r a i s e s  a n y  s i 3 n i f i c a % t  v o i c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  yellou 

p e r i l ,  a n d  i n d e e d  GpfP, gqJ3, C a r J b o o !  even c o n d e a n s  u n f a i r  

s t e r e o t y p i n g .  T o g e t p r  w i t h  S t e p h e n ,  t h e r e f o ~ e ,  P h i l i p  s t a n j s .  
4 

o u t  c o n s p i c u o u s l p &  h i s  c o n d e m n a t i o n  of C h i n e s e ,  J u s t  a s  o n e  o f  

P h i l i p ' s  c h a r a c t e r s  s e e k s  t o  " k e e p  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  old p l a c e  f r o m  

f a l i f i g  i n t o  t h e  hands of an a l i e a  race," P h i l i p  b i . m s s l f ,  W 

k i n d l e d  b p  t h e  r e n e w e d  a n t i - O ~ i e n t a l i s a ,  e x h o r t s  3 r i t i s h  

C o l u n b i a n s  t o  r e m a i n  d i l i g e n t  i n  t h e i r  b a t t l e .  To 30 t h i s ,  h e  

erphasi zes tbr e-e as&keS~l t i t t e se t - -kh*  *q-74-~-~-r~ f C b i rtese- 

coolies ,  o p i u a  s e u g g l i n ; l ,  a n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  Chinese, J- 

? 6 1 1 i p E s  f i r s t  point w a r n s  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  Exclusion Act, - 
the danger o f  C h i n e s 2  immigration is n o t  o v e r  y e t  b e c 3 u s e  

Chinese a r e  st i l l  e n t e r i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h  i l l e g a l  s e a n s .  He 

shows t h e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  of S r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  t o  t h i s  t h r e a t .  T h e  

i r r e g u l a r  coastline a n d  t h e  rugged t e r r a i n  is i d e a l  f o r  
f 

saogp~in&mSdme of the i a l e t s  reach a s  f a r  a s  a h u n d r e d  a i l e s  

inland, lhef fan5 their Chinaaen,,.in sooe hidden spot a n  t h e  
~ 

coast and walk *em over the aoanta ias ,  They send one aan a h e a d  

and i f  t h e r e  is an7 3 a a q e r  i n  s i g h t  they scatter l i k e  a bunch o f  



q u a i l .  T h e y  d o n W t u s e  t h e  r e q u l a r  t r a i l s  except  -'h the d n r L W i s *  

T h e  p r o b l e - n  is a c c e n t u a t e d  by t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  

n e w - c o m e r s :  " I f  t h e y  h a d  l e f t  C h i n a  w i t h  a n y  m a r k  of t h e  O r i e n t  

i n  t h e i r  a t t i r e  t h e y  v e r e  well d i s g u i s e d  now i n  n o n d e s c r i p t  

u o r k m e n 8 s  o v e r a l l s  a n d  j u m p e r s w ;  "One C h i n a m a n  w a l k i n g  o n  t h e  

r o a d  l o o k s  l i k e  a n o t h e r . * * t a 5  

T h e  e v i l s  of s e u g g l i n g  C h i n e s e  i n t o  C a n a d a  a r e  o b v i o u s :  i t  

p e r p e t u a t e s  a n d  h e i g h t e n s  t h e  p r o b l e m  of c h e a p  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r  a t  

t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  w h i t e  l a b o u r .  S o s t  farmers " d o n ' t  h i r e  n o t h i n '  

b e t  C h i ~ k s , ~  e v e n  for t h e i r  *head  isan.Haa* W h i n a s e n  had  a hold 
, - 

i n  t h i s  = & n t r y n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  b u g  British C o l u m b i a n  l a n d  a n d  

p r o s p e r  on i t . 1 8 7  A g o o d  example i s  L i n  Hung. H i s  f a r m  w i t h i t s  

n f a t  w e l l - t e n d e d  s o i l ?  a n 3  " p l e n i t u d e  of l a b o u r e r s f f  h 3 s  a l l  t h e  

s i g n s  o f  p r o s p e r i t y :  - t h e  vese h e s v i l y  t i m b e r e d ,  a n d  t h e  

s v e e p i n g  m e a d o u s  belou t o  t h e  e d g e  of t h e  lake, were 

evidently r e c e n t l y  b u i l t . "  T h e  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  are m o d e r n ,  a n d  

"Lin H u n g ' s  l a n d  was e n c l d s e d  b y  a o d e r n  wire f e n c e s . "  I n  

c o n t r a s t ,  a n  o l d  w h i t e  C a n a d i a n  from a  w e a l t h y  f a m i l y  and 

n a l v a y s  a g e n t l e a a n w  has h a d  t o  s e l l  most of h i s  o r i g i n a l  

1 8 4  P h i l i p ,  A l e x ,  gbjsPer_igg L-eagg, (Ottawa: Graphic Publishers 
L i n i t e d ,  t 9 3 l ) ,  p.289. 



f i v e - t h o u s a n d - a c r e  es ta te ,  H i s  farm, w i t h  i ts  " r o t t i n g  a n d  
-- ppp - - -  

c r u m b l i n g w  r a i l  f e n c e s ,  s h o w s  e x t e n s i v e  s i g n s  of d i l a p i d a t i o n  

and n e g l e c t  d u e  t o  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s - 1 8 9  T h e  message is t h a t  

t h e  more C h i n e s e  are s m u g g l e d  i n ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  of 

w h i t e  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n s  who w i l l  b e  f o r c e d  o f f  t h e i r  own l a n d ,  

T h e  E x c l u s i o n  Act d i d  n o t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m  of . 

o p i u m - s m u g g l i n g  and  opium a d d i c t i o n  a m o n g s t  t h e  w h i t e s .  P h i l i p  

t h e r e f o r e  e x p o s e s  t h e  e v i l s  of opium s m u g g l i n g  b y  s h o w i n g  t h e  

e f f e c t s  of opiun o n  a C a n a d i a n ,  J o c k e y  C a m e r o n ,  P h i l i p ' s  

p o r t r a y a l  i s  e x a g g e r a t e d ,  s e n s a t i o n a l i z e d  a n d  d e s i g n e d  
tl 

- - - -  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  d i s p l a y  t h e  e v i l  of t h e  a d d i c t i o n .  P h i l i p  d r a w s  

a p i t i a b l e  p i c t u r e  of a sincere a n d  w e l l - b r e d  man who t h r o u g h  

y o u t h f u l  i g n o r a n c e  has f a l l e n  v i c t i n  t o  o p i u m  a n d  h a s  become " a  

s c r u b  a n d  a b u s e W ~ 9 o  C a a e r o n  is- i n i t i a l l y  *'a v e r y  h a n a s o m e  a n d  

a t t r a c t i v e  a a n , , , h e  had  o n c e  possessed a  c h a r m i n g  

p e o p l e ; " 1 9 z  H o w e v e r ,  C a m e r o n  is a i s l e d  i n t o  v i c e :  "1 r a n  away 
? 

from home when f u a s  a k i d  a n d  g o t  i n  w i t h  t h e  w r o n g  g a n g  a r o u n d  

t h e  r a c e t r a c k s  a n d  v e n t  t o  h e l l  long a g o -  1 8 a  o n l y  t w e n t y - s i x  

now,  so y o u  c a n  i m a g i n e  h o u  ~ u c h  s e n s e  1 had...,I was j u s t  a  

p u n k  k i d e n  C a m e r o n ' s  s i n c e r i t y  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  

draws e m p a t h y ;  h e  is e s s e n t i a l l y  a n  h o n o u r a b l e  =an v h o  r e a l i z e s  



0 
t h e  d e s p i c a b l e  s t a t e  i n t o  w h i c h  h e  h a s  d e g e n s r a t e d .  - -- 

7 .  

A l t h o u g h  n o t  i a a e d i a t e l y  s t a t i n g  t h e  c a u s e  o f  C a m e r o n ' s  a 
d e c l i n e ,  P h i l i p  clearly shows t h a t  C a m e r o n ' s  h e l l  is o p i u m ,  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  P h i l i p ,  Cameron's p a l e - f a c e d  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  
'C 

u n m i s t a k e n l y  t h a t  of a d r u g  a d d i c t :  "his s k i n  a n d  t h e  w h i t e s  of 

h i s  eyes were o f  a m o s t  p e c u l i a r  b l u i s h - y e l l o w .  T h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  
J 

c o n t r a c t e d  p u p i l s  o f  h i s  e y e s ,  gave him a s i n i s t e r  a p p e a r a n c e .  

H e  uaq p a l p a b l y  n e r v o u s  a s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  h i s  s h i f t i n g  e y e s  a n d  

j e r k i n g  hhn3s . . , .The  f i n g e r s  of t h e  l e f t  h a n d  were y e l l o w  u i t h  

- cigarette a-airt, t h e  fiftgersaifs f m g  and d i r t y ,  #i;s s k i ~ t  
' _  

collar a n d  cuffs were s o i l e d ,  T h e r e  w a s  a s t e a m i n g  s w 2 a t  o n  h i s  
F 

face; u n c l e a n l i n e s s  e x h a l e d  f r o m  h i s  a n d  e n v e l o p e d  him l i k e  a 

f o g .  C e r t a i n l y  h e  was  a n  u n w h o l q s o m e  0 b j e c t . ~ 1 9 3  After a v i s i t  

u i t h  L i n  Hung, h o w e v e r ,  Cameron's f a c e  become$ " p l a c i d .  T h e  

s t r o n g  h a n d s  Here quiet, a l l  trace of n e r v o u s n e s s  q o n e ,  T h e r e  
- - 

was a d r e a m y  l o o k  i n  h i s  eyes a n d  h e  s e e m e d  a s  cool a s  i f  h e  

were standing un .de r  a n  e lect r ic  f a n m m  T h e  d r u g  is o b v i o u s l y  

opium b e c a u s e  L i n  Hung is t h e  o n e  who comes i n  q u e s t  o f - C a m e r o n .  
, 

T h e  opium p i p e  had b e c o a e  a s y n b o l  o f  C h i n e s e  culture a s  much a s  

had t h e  queue and t h e  tea  cup, G i v e n  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e d  p o r t r a y a l  

of Lin Hung i n  Yhispe&g Agaves, t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  a 

d r u g - a d d i c t  a n d  a n  e v i l  C h i n e s e  c h a r a c t e r  c a n  o n l y  l e a d  t o  one 
Q 

conclusicm: u p i u e ,  - ,. - 

- 
In - his - desire - to - a s c e r t a i n  - -  - -- - t h a t  h i s  - - -- reader does n o t  siss 

I. . , 
t h i s  i a p o r t a n t  p o i n t ,  P h i l i p  b e l a b o u r s  h i s  a l r e a d y  clear ------------------ 



a s s o . c i a t i o n  of t h e  esil of o p i u m  w i t h  L i n  Hung by  e s s e n t i a l l y  ' :  

L -- - - - - - - - 

r e p e a t i n g  the same d e s c r i p t i o n  of a n e r v o u s  d r u g - c r a v i n g  Cameron  

who a f t e r  s e e k i n g  o u t  L i n  Hung for h i s  f i x  i e a e d i a t e l y  becomes 

calm a n d  c o n t r o l l e d ,  10. P h i l i p  dlkects h i s  a d e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n  

t o  t h e  same i n d i c a % a r g  a s  b e f o r e :  C a m e r o n ' s  h a  d ,  eyes, a n d  5 
n e r v o u s  m o v e n e n t s .  Cameron  i s  u t t e r l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e  d r u g ,  

and  therefore u p o n  Lin Hnng, P h i l i p  stresses t h e  c a r r u p t i n g  
ICI 

e f f e c t s  o f  o p i u m  b y  d r a w i n g  a  m e l o d r a m a t i c ,  v i v i d  a n d  d e t a i l e d  

p i c t u r e  o f  C a s e c o n n s  a p p e a r p n c e  a n d  b e h a s i o u r  a f t e r  p r o l o n g e d  
4 - s- 

- d e p r i v a t i o n .  Camerun is r e d u c e d  t o  a n  i n c o h e r e n t  f r e n z y ,  - - - - - a " w i l d  - 

t h i n g w :  " c l o t h i n g  t o r e ,  f ace  b l e e d i n g ,  e y e s  wild a n d  s t a r i n g 1 * :  

" t o n g u e  l o l l i n g  f r o m  f o a m - f l e c k e d  l i p s v ,  eyes w m a n i a c 3 1 n ,  s p e e c h  

u i n a r t i c u l a t e  s a u n d e r i n g s .  

" '7 i k e  a madman, too,  Cameron h a s  

s u p e r h u m a n  s t r e n g t h :  * R e p e a t e d l y  h e  f l u n g  h i s  b o d y  a g a i n s t  t h e  

_ d o o r .  It seemed as if o n l y  a g i a n t  in strength c o u l d  b r e a k  t h e  

"' box-€- ' l t s  n x p p 8 d ~ E c f ~ 7 3 i D o s D a r a l a e n r o r M ~  

p r o j e ~ t i l e , ~ ' * 6  T h r o u g h  t h i s  v e r y  g r a p h i c  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  

d o w n f a l l  o f  a decent v h i t e  y o u t h  to become  a d e p r a v e d  a u . r d e r e r ,  

P h i l i p  makes his p o i n t  clear: o p i u m  s e u g g L i n g  can o n l y  l e a d  t o  

t h e  u l t i m a t e  d o w n f a l l  of v h i t e  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n s .  /+-- 

T h e  f i r s t  two p o i n t s  P h i l i p  m a k e s  a b o u t  t h e . s m u g g l i n g  o f  

peopY'e a n d  o f  opirts s h o w  t h e  e f f e c t  of C h i n e s e  i n  t h e  l a n d .  T h e  



p r i m i t i v a  a n d  u t t e r l y  d i i b o f i c a l .  P h i l i p  s h o w s  Chinese a s  n o t  
- --- - 

o n l y  c o l d ~ b l ~ e b k u r d e r Z f s  b u t  a l s o  a s  d i r t y  c o w a r d s  uho d a r e  

= t o  s t r i k e  a man o n l y . f r s t a  t h e  b a c k  a n d  o n l y  when t h a t  man is 

u n s u s p e c t i n q ,  and uho then t u r n  t a i l  t o  flee from direct 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  i n  t e r r o r - s t r i c k e n  p a n i c .  1 9 '  P h i l i p  leaves n o  

.:. d o u b t  a s  t o  t h e  c o w a r d i c e  of one Chinese w h o s e  f e a r  o f  p u r s u i t  

f r o a  one white %an c o a p e l s  h i m  i n t o  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  * ' two  men were 
- - - - - - 

OD h i s  t r a i l . "  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  a w h i t e  & n  s i n c j l z - h a n d e d l y  b r a v e s  a 

f u l l  d o z e n  C h i n e s e ,  s t a n d s  h i s  g r o u n d  e v e n  t h o u 3 h  g r e a t l y  

o u t n u m b e r e d ,  and manages t o  " s h o o t  t w o  b o y  a n d  b r e a k  j a w  a n d  

smashurn head  f o u r  n o r e , t t 1 9 a  

- - Lin Hung is a t y p i c a l  s t e r e o t y p e d  Chinese: scheming, 

u n d e r h a n d e d l y  p o w e r f u l  a n d  s t e a l t h y .  He i s  o b s e q u i ~ u s  a n d  

excessively s e r v i l e .  Ye has no s c r u p l e s  a b o u t  i n v a d i n g  t h e  

p r i v a c y  of a g u e s t  o r  a b o u t  m a k i n g  a n  u n s a n c t i o n e d  an3  - 
s u r r e p t i t i o u s  - - - - - - - -- - -- s x a n i n a t i o n  of t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  a n ~ ~ t ~ r   person'^-- 

b e l o n g i n g s .  L i k e  e v e r y  s t e r e o t y p e d  C h i n e s e ,  h e  i s  a 

U d r u g - f i e n d n . % g g  He is  c o l d - b l o o d e d , . u n f e e l i n g  a n d  t o t a l l y  
- 

w i t h o u t  s c r u p l e s ,  iIe c ~ a c k s  o n e  'man o n  t h e  h e a d ;  h e  w o u l d  h a v e -  

g l a d l y  m u r d e r e d  a n o t h e r  h a d  h e  not  b e e n  s t o p p e d ;  h e  w o u l d  a l s o  

h a v e  s h o t  a t h i r d  i f  n o t  i n t - e r r u p t e d ;  h e  o r d e r s  h i s  C h i n e s e  b o y s  q 

t o  k i l l  a f o u r t h ,  a doubly s e r i o u s  crime , b e c a u s e  t h a t  man is a 

p o l i c e m a n .  Lin Hung, "too d a m n e d  q u i c k  o n  t h e  k i l l i n g * ,  n e v e r  ------------------ 
1 9 7  f u d , ,  p . 1 6 6 .  



a tteapts t o  find bloodless s o l u t i o n s  t o  p r o b l e m s :  "Huch  bet ter  
- - - -  - 

k i f l u m  too  q u i c k  t h a n  too l a t e . n r ~ . *  L i n  H u n g  r e s p e c t s  and v a l u e s  

n o  l i f e  b u t  h i s  own. Uhereas e v e n  a h a r d - c o r e  w h i t e  c r i m i n a l  who 

i s  w a n t e d  for m u r d e r  does n o t  k i l l  u n n e c e s s a r i l y ,  L i n  Hung 
5 

w i t h o u t  h e s i ' t a t i o n  kills a l l  i n  h i s  wag: * * @ L o n g  time 1 n o  g i v e  

jockey dope.  Two t fee  d a y  h e  go c l a z y .  L o g a n  h e  come home d l u n k .  

I n a i l  door h i s - c a b i n .  Put l o t s a  g a s o l e n e  m a k e e  good fire. Some - 

d a y  o l d  B a n  Lee he go w o r k  i n  mine. . . .Haybe s o m e b o d y  p u t  l o t s a  

d y n a m i t e  i n  l o c k .  Song! Too bad o l d  man have a c c i d e n t e m  He 
C 

r u b b e d  h i s  h a n d s  and l e e r e d , , , . c E ~ d l p t l i n g  velly nice, y o u  = ---- 

\ 
L i n  H u n g ' s  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e  m a t c h e s  h i s  e v i l  

p e r s o n a l i t y .  He has " c l a w - l i k e  f i n g e r s , "  " t h i n ,  c r u e l  l i p s t *  a n d  

" s a f f r o n ,  p a r c h m e n t - l i k e  ~ k i n . ~ * o *  H i s  " f e v e r e d  b u l g i n g  e y e s *  

w i t h  t h e i r  n a r r o w e d  pupilsM b u r n  w i t h  "a h e c t i c  l i g h t e r t 2 0 3  His 
--~ 
v o x c e  xs "a b l a n d  O r i e n t a l  v o i c e , "  o f t e n . r e d u c e d  t o  a  d e c e p t i v e  

and w i c k e d  p u r r - 2 0 '  P h i l i p  l i k e n s  h i m  t o  t h e  s e r p e n t  i n  t h e  

G a r d e n  o f  E d e n ;  his m o v e m e n t s  are  t h o s e  of a s n a k e ' s  q u i e t  

s l i p p i n g  a l o n g  t h e  g r o u n d ,  w i t h  o n l y  a " f a i n t  s c u f f i n g  s o u n d w  t o  

2 0 3  I b i d . ,  p.268, p . 2 7 3 .  

2 0 4  a i d . ,  p . 2 6 9 .  



~ a r k  his p r o g r e s s ,  2 0 5  His s p e e c h  i s  a hissing f o r e i g n  t o n g u e ,  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

D e s p i t e  h i s  a p p a r e n t  position a s  a n h e n c h e a n s ,  L i n  Hung is 
1 

a c t u a l l y  t h e  one who h a s  a  h o l d  over  h i s  e ~ p f o y e r ,  H e n d r i c k s .  

Lin Hung k o w t o w s  t o  n o  o n e ,  Yhereas H e n d r i c k s  i n i t i a l l y  c u r s e s  

'L in  Hung, i f e n d r i c k s  quickly backs down to a c o n c i l i a t o r y  "Oh, 

a l l  r i g h t . , . . * *  2 0 6  T h e  immoral Chinese still " s t a l k e d  r e d - h a n d e d  

i n  t h i s  l b n d  of b e a u t y ,  ieace and  c o l o u ~ , ~  

The  n e x t  n o v e l  w h i c h  refers s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  C h i n e s e  is The 

log of 2 l g ~ g  duck b y  A u b r e y  A l e x a n d r a  Brown. Orownts n o v e l ,  -- 
p u b l i s h e d  s e v e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  - giis~erinq --, is a d i r e - c t  - -- 

- 

c o n t r a s t  t o  P h i l i p ' s  n o v e l ,  E x c e p t  f o r  o n e  i n s t a n c e  w h e r e  s h e  
* 

d e s c r i b e s  a C h i n e s e  c h a r a c t e r  a s  b e i n g  "of p o r t l y  p r e s e n c e  a n d  
* 

much n a t u r a l  s t a t e l i n e s s  o f  s i e n " ,  B r o u n l s  d e p i c t i o n  o f  C h i n e s e  

is w i t h o u t  s t e r e o t y - p i n g .  I n s t e a d ,  i t  i s  c o n t r a s t i n g l y  b a l a n c e d  

and  strikingly o b j e c t i v e ,  S h e  does n o t  see a n y  inherent e v i l  i n  

- - +3rinese+n&-pres~nts t h e m  as o~hrria-r-eeople. S h e r e l a t e s  b o t h  

u n f l a t t e r i n g  a n d  f a v o a r a b l e  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  C h i n e s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  e 

a b o u t  children. 

B r o u n l s  Mr. Y i n g ,  t h o u g h  a well-off m e r c h a n t ,  n e g l e c t s  t o  

r e g i s t e r  t h e  b i r t h  of h i s  two d a u g h t e r s :  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were g i r l s  

u h e  h a d n ' t  b o t h e r e d - "  2 0 7  B o t h  L i l y ,  a g e d  two, a n d  D i a n a ,  aged 

f i v e ,  a r e  d i s c o v e r e d  l i v i n g  i n  t h e , c e l l a r ,  -They  c o u l d n ' t  s t a n d  

20' Brown, A u d r e y  A l e x a n d r a ,  r e  laq of -a  lame &IS~, ( T o r o n t o :  
!lacmillan, 1938). p.7, 

-- - 
~ - 



a b o u t  w i t h  t h e i r  hanas ,"  3 r o ~ n  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  
3 

c o n d i t i o n  o b j e c t i v e l y  w i t h o u t  h o r r i f y i n g  e m b e l l i s h m e n t  o r  

gr u e s o e e  d e t a i l s .  Ber a n a l y s i s  of <he c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of t h e  

c h i l d r e n  is g u a r d e d  and, a s  a n  o u t s i d e r  l o o k i n g  i n ,  s h e  g i v e s  

t h e  b e n e f i t  of d o u b t :  * % h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e m  i n  t h e  
- 

end one cano t say,  of course; but t h e  c i r c u m s t ~ n c e s  l o o k e d  

s n s p i c i ~ u s . ~  After t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a d  b e e n  r e m o v e d  t o  t h e  

" h o s p i t a l ,  nrs, Wing seems "gore l i k e  a n  i n t e r e s t e d  s t r a n g e r 1 '  

t h a n  a m o t h e r .  ~ r o w n ,  h s w e v e r ,  immedlatpCy adds t h a t  b o t h  

c h i l d r e n  " a d o r e n  t h e i r  ~other, t a l k  a b o u t  h e r  g l a o r n i n g ,  n o o n  a n d  

n i g h t w  e v e n  a f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  A l t h o u g h  

i n t e n t i o n a l l y  r e c o r d i n g  E r s .  W i n g ' s  b e h a v i o u r  a s  p e r c e i v e d  b y  'a 

C a u c a s i a n ,  Brown c i e a r l y  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  t o  l e a v e  t h e  i a p r e s s i o n  

i t h a t  nrs. 8ing is a n  u n c a r i n g  a o t h e r .  Had s h e  b e e n  a n e g l e c t f u l  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

m o t h e r ,  the c h i l d r e n  could n o t  h a v e  remained s o  a t t a c h e d  t o  h e r  

a f t e r  s o  l o n g  a s e p a r a t i o n ,  d u r i n g  which t h e i r  m o t h e r  h a d  o n l y  

been t o  v i s i t  them " o n c e  o r  

B r o w n  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  two g i r l s  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  o r d i n a r y  

c h i l d r e n .  L i l y  i s  a " t w i n k l i n g  sloe-eyed4@ c h u b b y  l i t t l e  C h i n e s e ,  

O f  a f r i e n d l y  n a t u r e .  she -stretches her h a w '  t h r o u g h  the bars 

of her crib,"  y e t  b e c a u s e  s h e  is n a t u r a l l y  r e t i c e n t ,  s h e  

c a r o l ,  r e p l a c i n g  "Join t h e  g i a n t  h a l f - p a s t  f i v e R  f o r  n J o i n  t h e  ------------------ 



h e r  E n g l i s h  is n o t  f f u e n t , t * *  Brown describes t h i s  incident w i t h  

h u m o u r ,  a n d  c a r e f u l l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  D i a n a ,  t h o u g h  s i n g i n g  t h e  

w r o n g  w o r d s ,  s i n g s  w i t h  "no less d e v o t i o n a l  f e r v o u r n  t h a n  t h e  

other c h i l d r e n .  2 % *  When t h e  t u o  l e a v e  the h o s p i t a l ,  Brown 

writes t h a t  H D i a n a  will b e  g r e a t l y  m i s s e d ;  s h e  was a most 

c h e e r f u l  l i t t l e  seal, and though only eight w a s r e a l l y  h e l p f u l  

a n d  c o u l d  be  t r u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  b a b i e s . "  i" 

Brown balances h e r  A e p i c t i o n  of a m e r c i l e s s l y  p r a c t i c a l  

t o  k i ' l l  a s i c k l y  c h i c k  b e c u a s e  h e  "can't eat h i a , l l  2 1 2  A l t h o u g h  
, 

"it w o u l d  r e a l l y  h a v e  b e e n  k i n d e r  t o  p u t . , , t h e  c h i c k  o u t  of h i s  

p a i n  a t  o n c e , "  Vong  has n o  s u c h  c o m p a s s i o n  and l o o k s  o n l y  f o r  

a a t e r i a l  g a i n  f r o a  h i s  a c t i o n s ,  T o  b a l a n c e  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  a r o w n  

s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y - p r e s e n t s  t h e  d i l e m m a  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  gardener who 
I 

~ 
-- 

h a s  m a r r i e d  a C a u c a s i a n  woman: a l t h o u g h  t h e  g a r d e n e r  k o t e s  o n  

h i s  daughter, s h e  hates h i m  because h e - i s  b u t  a n  " i g n o r a n t  

C e l e s t i a l w  a n d  b e c a u s e  "she vas vegy C h i n e s e  i n  h e r  l o o k s  - h e r  

s k i n  w d s  w h i t e ,  b u t  s h e  h a d  t h e  b l a c k  h a i r  a n d  t h e  a l m o n d  eyes: 

she was v e r y  b e a u t i f u l , *  2 % "  Brown s h o w s  t h e  agony caused by 

r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e :  t h e  d a u g h t e r  r e s e n t s  h e r  C h i n e s e  h e r i t a g e  e v e n  ------------ ------ 
2'' L a d . ,  p . 3 6 -  



- -  - - - 

t h a t  t h e  f a u l t  Lies n o t  v i t b  gardener: h e  dearly 
* 

loves h i s  C a u c a s i a n  w i f e  an5 h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  I n d e e d ,  when his w i f e  

is s e r i o u s l y  i l l ,  " o n e  could n o t  keep him outm of t h e  room, H e  

w o u l d  b e  " k n e e l i n 7  up o n  t h e  ue3 a n d  hanging  over her a n d  

even sore s y s t e n a t i c a f f y  t h a n  does The fpg pf p Jgeg duck. 

Dunc&nls n a v e l  Mas w r i t t e n  i n  1942, e l e v e n  pears after 

active a n t i - C h i n e s e  s e n t i a e n t s  h a d  c l i s a p p e a r e d ,  a t  least 

"changes were s l o u l y  t a k i n g  p l a ~ e . * ~ 2 1 5  E v e n  t h e  t a n e v s ~ a ~ e r s  

began t o  s u p p o r t  the Chinese i n  their q u e s t  f o r  

e a f r a n c h i s e ~ e n t . ~  D u n c a n ' s  novel i s  c o n s i s t e n t  u i t h  this c l i m a t e  

of g r e a t e r  t o l e r a n c e  for C h i n e s e ;  i t  s h o w s  the gradual a v a r e n e s s  

of - * m I l o l u m b i > n s t a e r o o t y p e s  a n d a t l e m g k t o  re-educate 

the s o c i e t y .  T h i s  n o v e l  i s  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  i t  is a teenage . 
a d v e n t u r e  s t o r y  directed a t  a reading p u b l i c  of w h i t e  y o u t h s .  

9 
Instead of t h e  S t e r e o t y p e ,  Duncan p r e s e n t s  a  r o u n d e d  

Chinese c h a r a c t e r ,  Pei Ah Sung is a n s m a l l  C h i n e s e  mann u i t h  a 

"calm smilew and a - g e n t l e  foreign voice."zl6 Duncan uses t h e  

neutral word " C h i n e s e m  t o  d e s c r i b e  Ah Sung's r a c i a l ' b a c k g r o u n d .  

2 1 6  Duncan, P r a n c e s ,  faribbg g u n a u a l ,  (Weu York: B o b b s - n e r r i l ,  
19761,  p.86, 



S i i s i l a r l j .  t h e  word * f o r e i g n w  is  neutral: A 5 u n g * s  spe-$h i s  - 
4 . <  

from t h e  s t exeo t?pe  who f u s e s  innocent w h i t e  j w u t h s  i n t o  a life . 2 
5 s & 

of vice and i r n o r a l i t ~ .  S e e i n 3  l i a  and E l v a  Parkhurst,'ohe o f  

whom is obviously quite s i c k ,  on t h e i r  oun i n  a r o u g h  mid%nq 

t a u n ,  Ah Sung unhesitatinqly o f f er s  t h e  childrea a place t o  r e s t  
n'f" 

and food t o  e a t ,  Instea3 of v ice  a n d  i m m o r a l i t y ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
- - 

- - 

f i n 3  comfort,  p r o t e c t i o n  an4 s 3 f e t y .  Duncan t u r n s  t h e  tables 

around: Tim and Efra faced $ a n g e r ,  v i ce  a n d  wiolence i n  t h e  

company of v h i t e  t e n :  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  chiljren a r e  bsst 

#*For t h e  f i r s t  tise since leaving Victoria.  Tim felt t r u l y  

~ a f e ! ~ * l '  Rather  t h a n  luring y o u t h s  from t h e i r  f 3 ~ i l i e s  into 

v i c e .  Ah S U ~ ~  seeks t o  b i n d  families t o g e t h e r .  Ye is r ? % r e n t  

himself, a n 3  r * a l i z e s  Tis8s n o t h e r  u o u  be worried a b o u t  h e r  

c6ifdrents whereabouts and safety: " B o t h e r  need t o  know you n o t  
- - --  - - --  - 

h u r t s u  t l s  Therefore, he  tells T i m  t o  write hose s o  t h a t  h i s  

sother say be a s s u r e 3 .  Ah Sung t e a c h e s  T i n  t h e  value of keeping 

t h e  f a m i l y  u n i t  t o g e t h e r  i n  spirit through c o i s u n i c a t i o n .  

Ah Sung t r e a t s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  the concern of a p a r e n t .  

**Pather  i n  jail. BO look after you. I look after,' I h  Song 

t a p p e d  his chest w i t h  his thumb. #Hot have you i n  trouble. T h a t  



is tist! 'Nz19 3n r e a c h i n . 3  his home, A h  Sung helps Z P ~  i n t o  3 

bed,  " t o o k  o f f  h e r  b o o t s  an2 j a c k e t ,  t h e n  gave her a nightshirt 

and pullet t h e  curtains s 2  she could ~ n d r e s s . ~ * * o  Ah S u n g ' s  

3 c t i 3 n s  are q e n t l e  a n 3  kin3: k n o w i n g  !!vats weakness from her 

illness he h e l p s  her t a k e  off  her outer garment a n d  her 

f q o t u e 3 r ,  Sct t h e n  allows krr privacy t o  undress 3 n 3  c h a n g e .  Ah 

S u n g  t h e n  proceeds to  g i v *  h e r  f o o d :  " i i h i l e  T i 6  s u p 2 o r t e 3  E l v a t s  

h e a d ,  h e  z ~ o o n e d  it into n e r , "  T h e  i r a g e  D u n c a n  e v o k e s  i s  that 

af a ? B r e n t  7 e n t l y  an2 p a t i e n t l y  spoon-feeding a sick c h i l d  some 

grual. As f o r  t h e  Chinese n e r b a l  redicine Ah Sun3 g i v e s  E l v a ,  

D u n c 3 n  r e a s s u r e s  h s r  rea3ers  E ~ Q U ~  t h e  g o o d n e s s  of t h e  brew: t o  

T i s ,  its ~ ~ 2 1 1  evokes  t h o u q s t s  of nnea30ws i n  the sun, white 

c l o u d s ,  h i s  sotherLs q e a t f e  saife," A brew a s s o c i l t s 2  w i t h  t h e  

peace of meadows i n  t h e  s u n ,  the l i g h t  f l u f f y  p u r i t y  of w h i t ?  

clouds an5 the l o v e  of a sother's genle'smil2 c a n n o t  o e  f o r  

arrythinq kmt p o & ,  

Par f r u a  t h e  i n s c r n t a b i e  Chinasan, Ah Sung i s  openly 

expressive. L i k e  311 hunan b e i n ~ s ,  he has a v a r i e t y  of d i f f e r e n t  

emotions 4 e p e n . 3 i n g  on h i s  d i f f e r i n g  c i r c u ~ s t a n s o s ,  i l i t h  his ovn . 

C h i n e s e  f r i e n d ,  Ah S u n g  is c a p 3 b l e  of t a l k i n g  mexcitedlyn.fzl In 

front of the children, however, he p r e s e n t s  a more coaposed 

a e i n .  Ah Sung's black eyes show H s y r p a t h y "  v h e n  Tin receives the 

n e w s  of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  irprironaent. ~ 6 e n  thanked by fir. Parkhurst 



- i 

f o r  r e s c ~ i a g  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  nAh Sung cowered h i s  eebarrassm'ent 

with diqnity,Azzz i+e reg is t  
a " l o o k #  

shuckn on  r e a l i z i n g  

t h e  h i g h  stakes Er, Parkhurst had g a s b l &  for.223 A h  Sung's eyes 

"flashe5":vith anger  on hear ing  Elva's p l a n  to  s t a y  i n  her  

f a t h e r ' s  cabin, afone w i t h  her  b r o t h e r .  a n d  ne bursts .out 

s a y i n ? ,  *You not teff a d u l t  ns worry!" t * *  Ah Sung p u t s  o n  a 

" r a s k - l i k e  expressionm a n P ~  so t h a t  T i s  w i f f  n o t  suspect h i s  

f a t h e r  haS been ieprisoneb o~ t h e  charges  of e r .  Ah Sung 
/ 

does not want t o  f r i q h t e n  a n 3  worry T i n  b y  a n  untisely 

revelation b e f o r 5  f i n d i n g  out rote about Tia an 3  his f a a i l y .  

a n o t h e r  time, Ah Sun7 dons a n  "inscrutable lookn w h e n  he does 

not approve of EfPats decision t o  s t a y  alane. Ah Sung is not 

t r y i n g  to hide h i s  f s s l i n g s  f 9 r  he goes  on to er3res .s  h i z s e l f  i n  

no uncertain terms, Instead, t h e  i n s c r u t a b l e  look i s  v b s t  

reveals h i s  worry. 

a s  c r o w d e d ,  f i l t h y  a n d  s o e l l y ,  Ah Sung  l i v e s  afone; t h e r e  is no 

e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  s i g n  over tSe door in...Chinese w r i t i n ~ . " 2 2 ~  A h  

S u n g ' s  house is l i k e  any o t h e r  mirier's, n o t  s a y  dirtier nor ruch 

c l e a n e r ,  "So zany things mere the same, y e t  3 i f f e r e n t .  There  was 

the usual p o t - b e l l i e d  stove, b u t  b e s i d e  it uas a n  irog grill, ------------------ 
a 

2 2 2  p i s * ,  ..as. 



only a feu i n c h e s  h i ~ h ,  There was the bed, which Zlva occupied, 
- - 

b u t  rolfe.3 i n  t h e  c o r m r  were p s f f e t s ,  I n  t h e  m i d d l e  of the raor 

was a t351e with two c h a i r s ,  but an t h e  t a b 1 2  sat a glass jar, 

h a l f - f i l l e d  v i t h  water ,"  C h i n e s e  h a v e  t h e  saae n e d s  a s  w h i t e s ;  

Chinese need to cook, to slee?, t o  s i t  a n d  t o  e a t .  A h  S u n g  uses 

3 g r i l l  instead of  t h e  s t o v s ,  h e  sleeps on p a l l e t s  i n s t e a d  of 

t h e  be3,  ks uses crockerg of a - 3 i f f e r e n t  s t y l e ;  the d i f f e r e n t  
-3 

iteas serve the sasz essential functions. P u r t h e r a o r s ,  " t h e r e  

was a i i f f e r e n t  s r e l l  to t h e  house, l o t  unpleasant, T i e  decided, 

j u s t  c l i f f s ~ 2 n t . ~ ~  I n s t e a l  3f kau inq  an unbearab le  stench, Ah 

Sung's house just hzs a j i f f e r e n t  sesll, different a a i a l p  

Secause t h e  food cooked i s  3ifferznt a n 3  is cooked d i f f e r e n t l y ,  

Ah S u n 2  n i s s e l f  is 3 c l e 3 n  3 n 3  t i 3 7  Ban. He makes Tio w a s h  u p  

vith hot w a t e r  Sefors going t a  S e d ,  Aft2r b r e a k f 3 s t ,  Ah Sung 

"uashed the few dishes, p u t  t h e .  i n  t h e  ct$boar-3, an3 told Ti. 

to roll u p  h i s  b l a n k e t  a n 3  salEt7zzb 3e also r s u n s h e - f  a n 3  
f l  

-- \ 
p r e s s e d n  T i a ' s  trousars, ac3  Tave b o t h  c h i l d r e n  c l ~ a n  

'. 
n i g h t s h i r t s ,  

f 2 
~ u n c a h  s h p v s  t h a t  t h e  Chinese concept of hose i s  s i a i l a r  

t o t h a t  of t h e  C a u c a s i 3 n :  a clean and  properly f u r n i s h e j  h o n e ,  a 

s t3cke3  up  woo3-pi le ,  and the smell of home-cooked f o o l  o n  the 

stove.  A t  n i g h t ,  Ah sung settles down with a newspaper just l i k e  

a n y  white f a t h e r  3oes  a t  the en3 of t h e  day, The la n g u a q e  of the 

paper say be d i f f e r e n t ,  but the activities of f a 3 i l i e s  r e l a i n  - 
- . 



x conaon g r o u n d  for Ca~casi3ns a n 3  C h i n e s e ,  Za a c o n v s r s a t i o a  

b e t w e e n  Ah S u n g  and  Jr. P ~ r k h u r s t ,  a h  Sung says,  

"1 know, Got c b i l 3 s  i n  China, E l d e ~  s o n  t h i s  s i z e . n  
Me p o i n t e d  a t  T i n ,  know a b o u t  c h i l d s :  Be p r o u d  of 
t h e s e a m  . 

It was B r ,  Parkhurst's t u r n  to  b e  embarrassed. H I  
am, They've g i v e n  se new hope,fB 

Both aen stared a t  each other,  the smll o r i e n t a l  
a n 3  the t a f l . c a u c a s i a n ,  sailing a ' k i n s h i p  w h i c h  b r i d g e d  
their nationalities and backgrounds.tz7 

Yhereas p r e v i o u s  n o v e l s  focusssd on Chinese as cheap 

opiust szokersyacd on Chinese f a m i l i e s  a s  but I seaas of 

r o p a g a t i n g  sore C h i n e s e ,  Duncan l o o k s  b e y o n d  t h e  stereotype to 
% 

see ~ h i n e s e  f a ~ i l i e s  a s  u n i t s  formed by b a s i c  r ; o l a t i o n s h i p s ,  A h  

Sung  too  h a s  c h i k t r e n  i n  China; he l o v e s  t h e 3  an3 is as  p r o u d  of 

then as fir, Parkhurst  is of h i s  c h i l d r e n .  D u n c a n  not o c l y  

s h a t t e r s  the  s t e r e o t ~ p e ,  sha sees a s i m i l a r i t y  i n  h u a 3 n  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a 3  3 uag t o  b r i d g e  the d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  u ? b r i n g i n g  

a n d  cu l ture  between t&e t w o  races, Thus Duncsn shows the 
-- 

y s h n e s s  of ?eople who "no t d l k  to C h i n a 3 . n "  just j ecagse  

f f e r e ~ t  rice. 

soves 3 ~ 3 y  f r o f  Chinese 3s qaoblers  v h o  lure  
L, 

whites i n t a  v i c e .  3 u n c a n  i s  vague a s  t o  whether Ah Sung has a 

part i n  r a n n i n g  a q a a b l i n g  bouse, but4makes c l c ~ r  t h a t  even if 

Ah Sun7 302s h 3 v e  3 q a * b l i n g  house, h a v i n g  that  i n  i t s e l f  is n o t  

f s v i l .  A h  S u n g  do s not force 3 .an t o  g a r b l e ,  a n 3  n b y  i t s e l f ,  

gartbfinq not 33 k 2 * *  Ah Sang eren t r i e s  to d i s s n a 3 c  T r ,  



-haages to+% differeat kind of gaae. & h  S u n g  nisseff do5s n o t  

3 
gaable, i n  c o n t r a s t ,  T i s  remembef's H a l l  t h e  p o k e r  games t h e y ' d  

seen on th? roadn where i t b i t e s  q a i b l e  e v e n  w i t h o u t  the 

t e m p t a t i o n  of a q a r j l i n g  house. 

D u n c a n  focusses  ? k t e e t i o n  oa t h e  " s i n g s o n 3  c a d e n c e "  of 

C h i n e s e  speech.229 L l n l i k e  i o s t  3uthors  who disaiss C h i n e s e  

s p e e c h  a; u n i n t e l l i a  1 n 3  t h e r e f o r e  j i b b e r i s h ,  D u n c l n  c h o o s e s  

m s i n q s o n g n  and "ca3enceM t o  b r i n g  to s i n d  a z t u s i c a l  q u a l i t y .  
/--- 

T h u s  D u n c a n  sees  3 n  ~esthetic q u a l i t y  w h i c h  others d i s m i s s  a s  

just another  C h i n e s e  fsd4ity-  3 u a r 3 n  i s  a l s o  3ccuf3te i n  h s r  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of C h i n e s e  speech, Ah Sung 30.3s not s a g  *rsucheew 

or " l i k e e n .  H i s  s p o k e n  Eaglish,is d i f f e r e n t  o n l y  i n  t h e  s y n t a x ,  

g r a s a a r  3n.5 tenses of sentence construction: Duncan d e b u n k s  the 
i 

s t e r e o t y p e  of  Chinese speech. 
- - 

C h i n e s e  food an.3 drink i s  also n e i t h e r  unpalatable nor 

ueird, ~ o t  3 e l i c i a u s  even t h o u g h  3 i f f e r e n t .  Ah sung eaLs rice 

w i t h  C h i n e s e  dishes; T&I learned that rice t a s t e d  " b l a n d  a n d  
I 

uninteresting by i t s e l f ,  c s r t a i n l p  not u p  to  p i e ,  b u t  m i x e d  w i t h  

the ~ t h e r  3 i s h  -- s e a t  3nd r e g e t a b l e s ,  h e  guessed -- i t  was 

d e l i c i o u s ! " ~ O  C h i n e s e  tea ,  too, is " u n l i k e  t h e  t e a  to  w h i c h  T i n  

aas acc~stoaed.~ Fia quick17 develops 3 I t l i k i n g  for tho / 



that when they hare a c~l~bratian, he l&kes --- 
i 

t h e  o ther  western food. Duncan i; realistic in t h i s  portrayal: 
- ,  

T i m  sti l l  likes his western food, h e  has only a c q u i r e d  an, 

a d d i t i o n a l  t a s t e  f e i n e s e  food. Duncan invites her reader to 

be sore r e c e p t i v e  to C h i n e s e ;  like Rrs. P a r k h u t s t  who is 

i n i t i a l l y  reserved about-Chinese but later c o a e s ' t o  accept and 
- - 

l i k e  them, D u n c a n : ~  rgaders r i g h t  f i a d  theaselves plessa-nt ly  

?a Duncan c l e a r l y  wishes to break t h e  p ic ture  of C h i n e s e  a s  

p o s s i b l y  h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  a sore aoderate  p i c t u r e  of t h e  a t t i t u d e  
i' 

toward C h i n e s e  t h a n  one w h i c h  actually e x i s t e d  i n i r e a l i t y ,  S b e  

records this teaperate  conversation b e t w e e n  t v o  mi&*: - 
" T h e s e  d a r n  m l e ~ t i a f s , ~  t h e y  heard  a airier say.  

"Stiqk around a f t e r  everyone g i v e s  u p  and makes  a l o u s e y  
fortune from the l e a v i n g s . *  

- " ' F A ~ ] F  ~ a e ~ + i t , * - - k i d & s m t r ~ i & ,  -teu +a=-- 
to w o r k  too hard  eoun here. the big foa3s are u? n o r t h .  
I was here i n  '53 and a f t e r  the f i r s t  v o r k i n g  there was 
nothing, a 

"Theylre p a t i e q t ,  yon have to gire tbes t h a t , "  the 
f i r s t  one s a i d  g~u5gingly.*fz <\ 

Duncan is accurats when s h e  records the h o s t i l e  feelings of the 
1, 

f i r s t  biner tovar3s Chinese s i ~ e t s ,  #Damn Cefest iafsm would have 

been s coason tert a a o n j s t  t h e  gold a i n e r s ,  o a t  e v e n  t h a t  is 



. . loads:  B.E. f i ynne  records that = t h e .  g r e e d  of t h e  w h i t e  

e i n e r s . . , v a s  greater t h a n  t h e i r  i n d u s t r y '  a n d  p e r s c v e r a n c e 0 " 2 ~ 3  
a 

H o w e v e r ,  thore is a sense of m a g n a n i m i t y  towards  t h e  Chinese i n  

t h e  secon3 rinerts r e p l y  which does n o t  s e e m h r r o b o r a t e  
*. 

Uynnegs c o n c l u s i o n  Chat *it would be easy  ough t o  find 
- - - - 0 - - - 

u n s u c c e s s f u l  v h i t e  ziners who t h u s  bore a grudge a g a i n s t  C h i n e s e  

f o r  t h s i k  v e r y  s u c c ~ ! s s . ~ z ~ *  I n  q c i r c u m s t a n c e  w h e r e  "from t h e  

v e r y  f i r s t  season of t h e i r  q r r i v a l  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u a b i a  t h e  
- 

- - -  

Chinese angered white m i n e r s , "  m a g n a n i m i t y  towards C h i n e s e  o n  
b 

t h e  part of any siner is rather u n u s u a l ,  + 3 5  P u r t h e r a o r e ,  a n y  

o b j e c t i v e  newspaper  correspondent might conceivably b e  i m p a r t i a l  

enough to report that "Chinese i n d u s t r y  o f t e n  t r i u a p h s  w h e r e  

British i n d o l e n c e  gives up. These aen.,.fnay b e  s t y l e 3  l u c k y  

where t h e  t r u t h  is they worked a t  times when w h i t e  a e n  vithj4-st 

a s  f a i r  c h a n c e s ,  were i d l i n g  a r o u n d , "  2 3 6  H o w s v e r ,  t o  h a v e  e v e n  

t h e  f i r s t  e iaer  c o n c e d e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a v i r t u e  i n  t h o s e  *damn 
r 

Cefestialsn is, t h o u g h  p l a u s i b l e ,  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y ,  D u n c a n  uses 

mi m i n e r u  a n d  ?his friendR rakher t h a n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  

charac ters  with names; she i n t e n 3 s  t h e  two miners t o  b e  
,/ 

s p o k e s n e n  for  a f f  s i a e r s ,  a kind-f everyman m i n e r ,    ow ever, s h e  ------------------ 
2 3 3  Synne, p.339. 



her c o n s c i o u s  e f f o r t  t o  d e b u n k  t h e  s tereotype of Chinese. 

C a r i b o o  road b y  A lan  S u l l i v a n  i n  1946  i s  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  ------ ---- 
t h e  t r e n d  set by C a r i b o o  r u n a w a y .  S u l l i v a n ' s  n o v e l  d e p i c t s  

t o l e r a n c e ;  i n  this case, t o l e r a n c e  t o w a r d s  C h i n e s e  w a s h m e n .  

~ u l l i v a n  does n o t  g o  as  f a r  a s  D u n c a n  i n  d e l v i n g  i n t o  t h e  . 

c h a r a c t e r  of  ~ h i n e s e ,  b u t  his n o v e l  c l e a r l y  s h o w s - n o n e  of t h e -  

r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e  30 p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  ' e a r l i e r  B r i t i s h  C o l u r e b i a n  

n o v e l s .  

ti the partlmlZr -Ciise of-fglC&3_o pag, t5e t e m p e r a t e  

p i c t u r e  is a r e f l e c t i o n  of r e a l i t y .  A l t h o u g h  f i c t i t i o u s  w i t h  

f i c t i t i o u s  c h a r a c t e r s ,  e v e n t s  a n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  t h e  n o v e l  i s  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  b a s e d  o n  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s .  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  s t o r y  

of t h e  B o w e r s  f a n i l y  is f i c t i t i o u s ,  i t  r e c o u n t s  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  

of ~ a r i b , o o ' i n  1865: t h e  o v e r n i g h t  g r o w t h  of B a r k e r v i l l e  w i t l b 4 f R i 7  
~~ - - pppp -- - - 

d i s c o v e r y  of g o l d  by B i l l y  B a r k e r ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of th ;  Car iboo 

Road, the p r e s e n c e  of camels i n  t h e  F r a s e r  C a n y o n .  C h a r a c t e r s  

l i k e  B i l l y  B a r k e r  a n d  J u d g e  B e g b i e  a re  a c t u a l  p e o p l e  who l i v e d  

d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  # o r t o n  records t h a t  ' * f o r  i ts  s i z e  a n d  i t s  

s t r a n g e  c o n g l o a e r a t i o n  of people .-- N e g r o e s ,  C h i n e s e ,  F r e n c h ,  

I t a l i a n ,  B r i t i s h ,  A m e r i c a n s  a n d  C a n a d i a n s  -- i t b a r k e r v i l l d  w a s  

3 f a i ~ l ~  p e a c e f u l  c o s m n n i t y ,  " 2 3 7  I n  s u c h  a c o m m u n i t y .  w h e r e  g o l d  

was p l e n t i f u l  and no one had t o  go h u n g r y ,  - t o l e r a n c e  p r e v a i l e d  

23' E o r t o n ,  p.17. 



were p e r s e c u t e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h o s e  of t h e i r  n a t i o n a l i t y  i n  times 
- - - - - -- 

of e c o n o m i c  h a r d s h i p ,  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  C a r i b o o  a t  t h a t  t i r e  

a l l o w e d  t h e m  t o  l i v e  $ e a c e f u l l y  f o r  a w h i l e .  

S u f f i v a n * ~  c h o i c e  of t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  a r e l a t i v e  l u l l  i n  

a n t i - C h i n e s e  prejudice is s i g n i f i c a n t ,  Glynn-Bard, U a t s o n  i n  T& . 

s ~ o i l e r s  pf t h e  m u g y ,  S t e p h e n  a n d  P h i l i p  a l l  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  - ----- 
c h o o s e  t o  describe c e r t a i n  s t e r e o t y p e s  o f  C h i n e s e  a n d  set t h e i r  

novels d u f i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d s  t h a t  w o u l d  f i t  w i t h  t h e  
* --a 

i n f l a m m a t o r y  message t h e y  want t o  c o n v e y ,  C o n v e r s e l y ,  S u l l i v a n ' s  

c h o i c e  o f  B a r k e r v i l l e  i n  1865 r e v e a l s  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  - 

o n l y  t h e  n o n - p r e j u d i c e d  t r e a t m e n t  of C h i n e s e .  

S u l l i v a n  d o e s  n o t  g o  very much b e y o n d  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  S i n g ,  h i s  m a i n  C h i n e s e  c h a r a c t e r ,  Sinq h a s  a " f a t  

c h i n t J  and a * 'blan5 friendly smile  t h a t  m e a n t  n o t h i n g . M 2 3 8  L i k e  

L i  Ho of The q i n d o p  qazer, " w h a t  S i n g  f e l t  o n l y  S i n g  knew.** H e  

doe s -n&-eyrress-his~-kWt=-f-3+~ w q & n e t r e e r - * ~  

h i m s e l f .  - P l e n t y  much  C h i n a m a n  n e v a h  t e l l w ;  "of h i m  t h e y  knew a s  

s u c h  -- a n d  n o  more -- t h a n  h e  d e s i r e d  t h e m  t o  k n 0 u . ~ Z 3 ~  T h e  

o n l y  s t a t e m e n t  S u l l i v a n  a a k e s  o f  S i n g ' s  t h i n k i n g  i s  v a g u e .  S i n g  

n l i k e d  E r .  K n o t t ,  h a v i n g  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

p h i l o s o p h i e s f l e  well matched, and nr, Knottgs views of l i f e  - . , 

and  d e a t h  rere, f b r  a w h i t e  man, u n u s u a l l y  s ~ u n d . " ~ * o  What t h a t  



- - - - -  -- - - - - - - -- 

-- -- - 

p h i l o s o p h y  i s  a n d  t h o s e  v i e w s  a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  is l e f t  u n s a i d .  S i n g  
- 

is tlierefore v e r y  much a s t e r e o t y p e .  S u i l X v ~ ~ a l s o  r e p e a t s  t h e  

s t e r e o t y p e  of C h i n e s e  a s  opiua s m o k e r s :  S i n g  sits nsmoking a 

m i x t u r e  of V i r g i n i a  t w i s t  and o p i u m ;  h i s  loose b o d y  was l a x - ,  h i s  

manner contemplative, and w i t h  o r i e n t a l  calm h a , s u r v e y e d  t h e  
\ . 1% 

v i o l e n t  e x e r t i o n s  of a r a b b l e  of w h i t e  rnen."z41 T h i s  "oriental 

ca lan  is yet a n o t h e r  s t e r e o t y p e .  U n l i k e  Duncan who l o o k s  a t  t h e  
- - - 

hulsaa  e r n i j t i t o n s  and  b e h a v i o u r  of Ah Sung ,  S u l l i v a n r e m a i n s  i n  

v a g u e  g e n e r a l i t i e s .  

J u s t  l i k e  P h i l l i p p s - W o l l e y ,  L w h o  o c c a s i o n a l l y  f o r g e t s  P h o n  

i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n  of t h e  s t o r y ,  S u l l i v a n ,  t o o ,  f o r g e t s  S i n g  i n  o n e  

of h i s  p a s s a g e s .  D e s p i t q - H r .  K n o t t 8 s  r e m i n d e r  t o  nrs. Bowers, 

" A i n ' t  f o r g e t t i n g  Sing, a r e  i n  h e r  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  a p o e t r y  

r e a d i n g  e v e n i n g ,  S u l l i v a n  h i m s e l f  f a i l s  t o  m e n t i o n  w h e t h e r  S i n g  

does a t t e n d  t h e  e v e n i n g ;  n e i t h e r  d o e s  S u l l i v a n  d e s c r i b e  S i n g e s  

p a r t  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  n i g h t .  
- - -  - -  - - - 

S u l l i v a n ,  h o u e v e r ,  d o e s  n o t  a s s o c i a t e  a n y  p r e j u d i c e  w i t h  

t h e  s t e r e o t y p e .  A l l  the a i n e r s  were g a m b l e r s ,  w i t h  a r .  Bowers 

h i m s e l f  a m o n g s t  t h e  n u m b e r .  S u l l i v a n  d o e s  n o t  py, t  t h e  l a b e l  

f l v i c e o  on t h e  g a m b l i n g  of C h i n e s e  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h a t  of t h e  
-- 

w h i t e  men, I n s t e a d ,  Hrs, B o w e r s  draws comfort from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

S i n g  r e f u s e s  t o  sell h i s  share of t h e  m i n e ;  H r s .  B o w e r s  r e a s o n s  

t h a t  s i n c e  C h i n e s e  a r e  = s h r e w d n  g a m b l e r s  a n d  S i n g  is a C h i n e s e ,  

5 
their d c c x s i o n  t o  keep t h e  sine c a n n o t  be too much of a g a i 5 l e .  



3 s t e r e o t y p e ,  S u l l i v a n  c h a n g e s  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  from a n e g a t i v e  t o  
- - - - - -- 

a p o s i t i v e  o n e ,  S i m i l a r l y ,  R a r t a g s  s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  H r s ,  Bowers 

t a k i n g  i n  l a u n d r y  iioes not  q u i t e  e x h i b i t  a warm welcome f o r  the 

C h i n e s e :  " H o n e y ,  I t , i  q u i t  t h a t  -- h e r e ' s  mere C h i n k s  c 0 a i n . g  i n  

e v e r y  d a y ,  No w h i t e  woman c a n  s t a n d  u p  t o  'em when i t ' s  a  case 

o f  s o a p s u d s . " - 2 * 2  T h e  word " C h i n k g 8  i s  c e r t a i n l y  d e r o g a t o r y .  

# e v e r t h e l e s s ,  e x c e p t  for " C h i n k w ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  is ob j ec t i ve  a n d  

f a c t u a l .  The c o n v e r s a t i o n  b e t w e e n  L e m u e l  a n d  Yrs. 3owers, too, 
- .  

is o b j e c t i v e  a n d  factuai: 

"By tra3e is gaa3, 1 -hope you h o l d  - 
nVh y s h o u l d n ' t  I?" 
g s C o m p e t i t i o n  -- there's f o u r  C h i n a s e n  a r r i v e d  t h i s  

w e e k ;  t h e y ' r e  s e t t i n g  u p  n e a r  t h e  b l a c k s m i t h  s h o p ,  a n d  
p r i c e s  a r e  down,  B u t  I r e c k o n  t o  come h e r e  r i g h t  a l o n g . "  
2 4 3 

N e i t h e r  L e m u e l  n o r  firs, i 3 o w e r s  dtcry t h e  C h i n e s e  for l o w e r i n g  

t h e  p r i c e :  L e i n u e l ' s  e x p l a n a t i o n  is f a c t u a l  a n d  h e  does n o t  e v e n  

u s e  -- n C h i n k 8 *  - a s  - H a r t y  does, Hrs. 3owersV - o n l y  r e a c t i o n  is t o  10- 

g r a v e  a n d  w i s t f u l ,  and  t o  a d s i t  t h a t  t a t h a t a s  ba3," t h i s  r e a c t i o n  

d e s p i t e  t h e  money  she g e t s  f r o a  w h s h i n g  c l o t h e s  b e i n g  h e r  sole 

s o u r c e  o f  i n c o m e .  I n d e e d ,  when s h e  f i n a l l y  d o e s  h a n g  u p  t h e  
P' 

w a s h t u b s  h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  t o  J u d g e  B e g b i e  is, " w h a t  w i t h  t h e  

p r i c e  of s o a p ,  a n *  starch, a n t  those C h i n a m e n  i t  j u s t  a i n ' t  g o o d  

e n ~ u g h , ~ * z ~ +  S h e  does n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  l a y  t h e  blame s o l e l y  o n  the 

~hinese, Even t h e  Judgeas r e a c t i o n  is i m p a r t i a l .  D e s p i t e  his 



e a r l i e r  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  " t h e  rere s i g h t  of t h e  w a s h i n g  o n  y o u r  

- 
t h e y  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  f o r g e t ,  a n d  w o n d e r  when t h e y s l f  see a g a i n .  

You're q u i t e  a b l e s s i n g  i n  R i c h f i e l d ,  Hrs. B o w e r s ,  a n d  n o t  i n  

d i s g u i s e  e i t h e r , "  Judge B e g b i e  k n o w s  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  a re  o n l y  

' t ry ing  t o  make a l i v i n g  a n M e r e f o r e  c a n n o t  b e  b l a m e d  f o r  

c r e a t i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  24s T h e  e m o t i o n a l  value a t t a c h e d  t o  Jrs. 

BowersT c l o t h e s  l i n e  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  men of R i c h f i e l d  who 
, - 

are s t a r v e d  f o r '  t h e  l o v e  of m o t h e r s  a n d  esters and w i v e s  t h e y '  

l e f t  b e h i n d ,  b u t  even t h a t  s e n t i n e n t a l  v a l u e  does n o t  o v e r s h a d o w  
% 

t h e  minersg s e n s e  of e c o n o m i c s :  t h e y  p re fe r  t o  s a v e  a o n e y  t h a n '  

t o  have t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  s e e i n g  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  o n  H r s ,  3 o u e r s 1  

w a s h l i n e ,  As s u c h ,  the C h i n e s e  l a u n d r y m e n  of R i c h f i e 1 3  are 

u s e f u l  t o  t h e  t o w n ,  A l t h o u g h  n o t  w e l c o m e d  w i t h  w a r m t h ,  t h e y  3re 

a t  l e a s t  t r e a t e d  w i t h o u t  disdain o r  c o n t e m p t .  

SJrf 1 im n e w + & e f S i w p a - p e H W - t + e t q h n  L L u le i n 

t h e  n o v e l ,  Sing is a n  e q u a l  p a r t n e r  i n  t h e  Red J a c k e t  m i n e ,  a n d  

t h e  o t h e r  p a r t n e r s  t r e a t  h i m  a s  s u c h ,  ifhen Hrs, Bowers g a t h e r s  

sose men t o  a c c o a p a n y  h e r  i n  h e r  wai t  f o r  h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  ?!emuel 

to r e t u r n  from h u n t i n g ,  S i n g  i s  included a s  o n e  of t h e  ? a r t y .  
. . 

Indeed, firs. ~ o u e r s  a p p e a l s  t o  S i n g  f o r  a n  o p i n i o n  when s h e  \ 
becomes a n x i o u s :  "1 can.*t  s t a n d  t h i s  a n y  l o n g e r  -- p e r h a p s  

s o m e b o d y  g o t  hurt t h a t  time. Rr. S i n g ,  w h a t  about i t ? " z * b  S i n g ' s  
- - - - 

d e c i s i o n  i s  the one f i n a l l y  a c t e d  upon: **I guess maybe g o  see -- ------------------ 
- -- - 

2 4 s  md., p.90,  



a g a i n  a p p e a l s  t o  Sing: nThose two! , . .where  a r e  they? Cod h e l p  u s  

nou....Oh, fir. S i n g !  w h e r e  are t h e y ? "  S i n g  c o n t i n u e s  t o  o b s e r v e  

a n d  make c o n c l u s i o n s  f r o m  his o b s e r v a t i o n s .  Y h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  men 

a n ?  women a r e  s t i l l  c r y i n g  o u t  i n  w h e l p l e s s  o r t c e r t a i n t y H  a t  t h e  

s i g h t  of t h e  s l i d e ,  S i n g  r e m a i n s  u n a l a r s e d  t h o u g h  p u z z l e i l ,  His 

eyes a n d  e a r s  are slrea3y busy l o o k i n g - a n d  l i s t e n i n g  f o r  some 

, c l u e s  t h a t  w i l l  help h i e  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  e v e n t s  p r e c e e d i n g ,  He 

is t h e  o n l y  o n e  who notices s m a l l  d e t a i l s  like t h e  presence of 

ff*2ee s e n  Jwt f i v e  fifles.* He is the f irst  to n o t l c e  the v e r y  
- 

faint k n o c k i n g  s o u n d  w l i k e  soaebo3y h i t  p i e c e e  wood with piecee 
a. 

l o c k , "  a n d  h i s  is t h e  q u i c k  m i n d  t h a t  d e d u c e s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of 

men t r a p p e d  alive u n d s r  t h e  slide, nore i m p o r t a n t ,  S i n g  is t h e  

o n e  vhose q u i c k  thinking b r i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  a 

d i g g i n g  s t  t h e  s l i d e  v i t h o v t  t o o l s  t o  k e e p  t h e  soil f r o m  s l i d i n g  
- - - - - pp A - 

back w i l l  b e  a f u t i l e  excercise, j u s t  a s  d i g q i n g  w i t h o u t  more 

men will t a k e  t o o  l o n g ,  a n 3  thus r i s k  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  b u r i e d  
i , - 

men, Mrs. Bowers* s plea, l * d o n * t  l e a v e  u s  now 3r. Sing," 

t e s t i f i e s  t o  S i n g ' s  i m p o r t a n c e :  S i n g  is d e p e n d e d  o n  f o r  a c t u a l  
* .  

h e l p  a s  well 'as f u r  psycholoqicaf assurance. S i n g  is t h e  h e r o  

who s a v e s  t h e  two aen  from d e a t h .  

These seven hovels w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  years a f t e r  t h e  p e a k i n g  

of anti-Chinese s e n t i r e n t s  in 1923 forPap i n v e r s e  pattera to - - - 

t h a t  of n o v e l s  b e f o r q  t h e  Exclusion Act: i n c r e a s i n g  fear of and 

f r u s t r a t i o n  over C h i n e s e  c r e a t e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  more s t e r e o t y p e d  

Chinese characters in n o v e l s ,  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  s e c u r i t y  a n d  relief f 



r e s u l t i n g  $roo t h e  hct a f l o w e d  t h e  r i s e  of increasing 
- - -- -- 

sy~pathetic v i e w s  of Chinese, This pattern in B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  

novels shows t h e  close l i n k  betueen t h e  soci31 3 n d  ec~noaic 

c o n d i t i o n s  of t h e  p r o v i n c e  3113 t h e  a r t  of f i c t i ~ n .  The writer of 

f i c t l o n  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e s e  background c o n d i t i o n s  into 

consideration in his c h o o s i n g  of themes, c h a r a c t e r s ,  s e t t i n g s  



I &ne of t h e  s o r t  i n t t r e s t i n g  a u t h o r s  i n  3ritish t o l u s b i a  is 

a e r i c k  r i v e n  vnn  z s p r e s e a t s  i n  a i c r o c o s a  t h e  ~ r a d u a l  change 

i n  the 3 r i t i s h  C ~ f a 3 S i a n  perception of a n 3  attitude t ~ w a r d s  

C h i n e s e  f r o a  t 3 9 5  t3 t3qS. T h i s  c h a n g e ,  a l r e a d y  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  
' &  

g e n e r s l  t r o n 3  of S r k t i s h  CofaiSi3n l i t e r a t u r e ,  ? t i v e n S s  uriting 

specific~ffy c h 3 r t s .  R i t h a u 7 h  he wrote many novels, o n l y  f o u r  of 

t h e 3  s e t  i n  i ? r i , t< s l  Z o f u s ~ i 3  refer t o  C h i n e s e ,  b u t  thsse fair 

3 r e  i a p o r t 3 n t  beczsse  thsy fe723l X i v e n t s  g r a 3 u a l  move away from 

an i n i t i 3 l  h i g h l y  en~tional prsjudice a g a i n s t  C h i n e s e  to  a later 

admiration f o r  t h e & ,  e v e n  t o  t h e  po int  o f  defsnjinq t h e 8  fro18 

o t h e r  prejudiced S r i t i s k  Z o f o r b i 3 n s .  

S r i t t e n  j u s t  three years after'the A n t i - i s i z t t i c  r i o t  i n  

ko-Xkinese anlr i~ p a s - i n - 7 .  7uory refprenc~xsfl~cts . a ~ f i b h e ~ -  

general prevailing p e r c e p t i o n  of C h i n e s e  a s  stealthy, c u n n i n g  

and v i l e  a s  well a s  I / i v ~ r i * s  own p r e j u d i c e .  

Every Chinese c h a r a c t e r  i s  s t e r e o t y p e d .  Yiven's use of 

m s + i l i n g R  to describe Br. .Laughlin8s " s r i l i n g  C h i n e s e  cookn is 
k"' 

n o t  mefit to conjure a 2ictare of f r i e n d l i n e s s  a n d  sincerity b u t  
.'r 

of suspicions serriliky. z + T  S i n i l a r l y ,  the a t t e n i l a n t R s  " b l a n d  

ssilea is s u s p i c i o a s  b e c a u s e  it c r e a t e s  a .ask s e a n t  t~ hide  an 



- 
- 

r - - - 

effectively an3 3 l e r t l ~  e x p o s e s .  z 4 @  C h i n e s e  itill lie j n d  

akee2fe f o r  a serz  B s f f  3ofXar; Apache K i ? * s  generosity i n  

g i v i n g  t h e  a t t e n d s a t  t h e  Salf doliar "ifor his truthfulnessn o n l y  

s s p h ~ s i z e s  the att n l n s t  f o r  g o l d . "  T ~ P  Chinese cook 

" a r r i v e d  < u i e t l y  d t h e s c e n e " ;  t h e  ~hihese s t t r n d a o t  is 

nsof t - foot&.n  2 * 9  50th sneak around q u i e t l y  3 n d  s t e a l t h i l y .  

H i v e n  sees this furtiveness a s  a r x i a l  t r a i t :  " t h e  Chinese 
- ~ 

3tten3ant passeA,,,quiet a s  is t n e  wont of h i s  race , t t  2 5 9  

Miven's p r e j u l i c e  is u n d i s g u i s e d .  The sen Dn thz  c ~ 3 c h  

3 3 y c o t t  t h e  d i n i n q  n a l l  9f  3 e s t  Hotel secause t h e   COO^ is 

Chinese: " # h a t ' s  t ~ e  C U ~ O U ~  of your hash s l i n - ; e r ?  S t i l l  g o t  t A a t  

C h i n k ? "  2 5 1  That the zan who is most v o c i f e r o u s  i n  h i s  p r o t e s t  

is a "big, r e d - f a c e d ,  F a r s p i r i n g  felfou w i t h  kfoodshot eyes" 

shows t h s  s t r e n g t h  of t 5 s  p r e j n d ? c e :  a l t h o u s n  h a v i a 9  t a k t n  i n  a 

f a i r  aaount of a l c ~ h a f ,  h e  is still  a l e r t  e n G l g h  t o  s r o t e s t  t h e  

presence of s Chinese uorker. The vords a n d  ~ c h a v i o q r  3f H i v e n l s  
-- - - - 

? r o t a g o n i s t  show #ivenFs s u p p o r t  of  t h i s  stance a g a i n s t  Chinese 

~orkers, A p a c k s  Kid, a n  s 3 t i r s b f e  gentlesan uhs  q ~ i c t f y  vins t h e  

confidence snd respect of the rea3ers, i s  !iiuenes voice,  Apache 

K i d  refuses to ea t  a t  the b o t e f :  "1 u o n D t  e a t  Bere,.,becaose I 

l i k e w i s e  object  to the C h i n k ,  a s  he is c a l l e d .  You see, h e  works 

f o r  what n6t even a n h i t e  uosan  of t h e  most s a v i n g  kin3 could ------------------ 
' * a  -40, 3 - 3 0 ,  



C h i n e s e  w C h i n k s w ,  he rrerrertheless does n o t  see a n y t h i n g  wrong 

w i t h  t h a t  3cro:atorp ter = Apache Kid's r e a s o n i n g  is i n  f i n e  
. Y 

w i t h  t h e  ? ~ p u l a r  c 3 a l a i ; t t  of tho 190f3's against c h e a p  C h i n e s e  

labour. Z v e n  h i s  adrissim of gratefulness to Chinese i n  one 

i n s t a n c e  is refustant; Ap3che K i d  does n o t  like to  b e  i n d e b t e d  

to C h i n e s e .  

, U i v i ? n a s  j e s c r i p t i o n  o f  3 l r C j i n e s e  j o i n t * '  f u r t h e r  shows 
\ 

D r e j u d ~ c e .  He i n t s c t i o n a f f ~  n o u f l s  t h e  readers*  important  f i r s t  

i a p r + s s i o n s  through h i s  c a r e f u l  choice of a d j e c t i v e s  a n d  i e a g e s .  

T h ?  " g u i c k ,  voluble ? 3 t t e r i n 7  talkw, a " b a b e l  of t a l k n ,  a n d  the 

n o i s y  "rlftle of 39a ino?sW create an ataosphere approaching t h a t  

? '  
of b e d f a s ,  N i v e n  ca?itafises o n  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  of Chinese a s  

c o m p u l s i v e  q a n k l l r s  t o  a c c e n t u a t e  the g r e e d  of C h i n e s e  a s  well 

a s  t o  show t h a t  they a r e  n a t u r a l l y  g i v e n  o v e r  t o  vice. These 

fear of  w h i t e  men,  but on assurance of safety t h e y  "bent a g a i n  

over their tablesn t o  r e t u r a  quickly to  t h e i r  g a s h l i n g .  

Hivenos message through A p a c h e  K i d ' s  u n w a v e r i n g  c o n c e p t  is 

clear: the C h i n e s e ,  a l l o u e d  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  

sercies  of w h i t e  residents, s h o u l d  k e e p  t o  their place. Part of 

t h e  re sentment  Apache R i d  feels is p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  the C h i n e s e  
'l 

h a v e  h a d  the g a l l  t o  progress from, just s e l l i n g  rice a n d  

cranberries to  r u n n i n g  a r e g u l a r  s tore ;  t h e y  have aade good. 
- -- - 

Apache K i d  sees their b e i n g  confined i n d o o r s  during w h i t e  

c e l e b r a t i o n s  and festivities a s  r i g h t f u l  and f i t t i n g ;  i t  r e n i n d s  

-. 



t h e *  of t h e i r  l o w l y  ?face i n  s o c i e t y ,  Miven juxtaposes the 
__ 

foolish and s h h e f ~ i  a n t i c s  of a d r u n k e n  w h i t e  '.an, w i t h  t h e  

calm steadiness of t h e  Chinese s h o p k e e p e r  a s  a n  e x h o r t a t i o n  t o  

h i s  fe l low w h i t e  men, an object  l esson  to t e a c h  them to b e h a v e  

vith t h e  diqni- t h a t  goes i n  accord w i t h  t h e  n o b i l i t y  of t h e i r  

race, N i v e n  does not elevate the C h i n e s e  i n  t h e  process of t h i s  

e x h o r t a t i o n :  the shopkeeper still vaved farewell t o  Apache Kid 

*.in a g e s t u r e  of t h e  vtaast suavity 'and respect,"*Sz 
> 

rf 
1 9 1 9 ,  repeats many s t e r e o t y p i n g  phrases a n d  i d e a s ,  b u t  a n  - -  - 

a a b i g u i t y  + i n c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  his r e f e r e n c e s  r e v e a l  a n  

i n c r e a s i n g  sy lPpathy for C h i n e s e ,  Tiapkints C h i n e s e  servant, 

Sing, h a s  a, t y p i c a l l y  inscrutable a n $ . b l a n d  f a c e ,  one "like 

t-, 
smoked ivoryn: * t h ?  Chinamanas e x p r e s s i o n  could not;. of c o u r s e ,  

be r e a d  a t  a l l .  That  was beyond the power  of Caucasian t o  

f a  - t - h o a . - 2 -- 5 3 --- T h i s  n O Y  e 1 , - l i U i ~ n t + + a f 4 ~ ~ a e ~ ~ e - s - - n n o  TP-- 

n e g l e c t  t o  complain a b o u t  cheap C h i n e s e  l a b o u r .  T i a p k i n  h a s  t o  

run an econoteical y e t  competitive b o a r d i n g - h o u s e ;  to survive h e  

r e l u c t a n t l y  u s e s  c h e a p  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  r e s e n t s  t h a t  

his servants are actually " l a y i n g  u p  t r e a s u r e  for t h e a s e l v e s r 8  on 

wages t h a t  a w h i t e  man W O U ~ ~  s tarre  on: "Q& S Q ~ L  ~ E E ~ E S  i n  t h e  

2 5 3  H i v e n ,  F r e d e r i c k ,  The pf fhg crosp&q, ( l e a  York: 
George 8. Doran C o a p a n y ,  19191, p . 3 9 ,  p . 8 9 ,  



i n k s . " z 5 *  Any 3c t i o3  3 f a i n s t  C h i n e s e  is t h e r e f o r e  r i g h t f u l  a n d  

f i t t i n g . . f h i n e s e  h 3 v s  3 a ~ n ~ p o l y  i n  t h e  d u c e - r a i s i n g  b u s i n e s s  

a n d  self a t  s u c h  3 1 3 v  ?rice t h a t  w h i t e  farmers c a n n o t  c o ~ p e t e .  

T i 8 k p k i n V s  friend ?3*ises t h a t  "a11 we v a n t  1s a p r o d u c e - r a i s e r  

o r  two on t h e  t o w n  c~ancil, a n d  the c h i n k s  w i l l  get t h e  t i p  

e i t h e r  to  u p - p r i c e s  or to  ?it11 ~ a t , ~ z s s  The p r o p a s a l  to u s e  

power t o  k i l l  coapetition fro* Chinese f a r m e r s  reets u n i v e r s a l  * 

3 p p r o r a f  f r o i  t h e  ke?ders o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  An even b e t t e r  

s a l n t i o - x  is * to qiet ; 3 ~ ~ t &  =nitar7 i n s p e c t o r  n& f ind  the - 

Chink's v i l l a g e  u p - t n e r e  u n s a n i t a r y ,  a n d  a menace t o  the 
d 

~ a t e r w o r k s ! ~ ~ ~ ~  U h e t h e r  o r  n o t  the C h i n e s e  f a rms  a-re u n s a n i t a r y  

is -besides t h e -  point; these men a r e . i n t e r e s t e 5  only i n  r i d d i n g  
a-y 

themselves of t h a  ~ h i n e s e  c o a p e t i t i o n ,  

Hivenss d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  Chinese farmers themselves b e a r s  
- - - - - -- -- 

all t h e  u s u a l  e l e a e n t s .  T h e  C h i n e s e  f a r m e r s  " r u n  a b  

ratsH; t h e y  are l i k e  "mites i n  c h e e s e H ;  t h e y  a l u a y s  " swarmed  

l i k e  bees ~ h e n , . , t o g e t h e f . ~ z S ~  H i v e n  c a r e f u l l y  p i c k s  t h e s e  . 
s imi l e s  t o  create  a d e f i n i t e  p i c t u r e .  A r g u a b l y ,  some 

p r o n o u n c e m e n t s  may n o t  be liven's o u n  , v i e u s ;  after a l l ,  P i v e n  

d o e s  p o r t r a y  o n e  of the speakers a s  w o o l y - h e a d e d  and  s e l f i s h .  



a a t s  are d e s t r u c t i v e ,  d i r t y  aaJ p o p u l a r l y  known as  --- carriers of -- 

d r e a d e d  diseases, 5oreo~er ,  to refer t o  a e a n  a s  a rat is to 

c a l l  h i w  3 coaar3 or 3 cad, B i t e s  are  p a r a s i t i c  insects 
h 

\ 
{ d e s t r u c t i v e  to t h e i r  hosts, f u r t h e r n o r e ,  rats, bees, a n t s  a n d  - 
e 

mites all repro3ace & u i c l l y  and a b u n d a n t l y ,  These  metaphors  thus . 
c r e a t e  an isage of a repulsive people: Chinese are  dirty; Je- 

d e s t r  a c t i v  e, aiseased, c 0 ~ a f 4 2 y  and p a r a s i t i c ,  rqro&acing 

thesselves to for* swarBs of n a e a l t h y  cosaunities. 

D e s p i t e  these s tereot~pes ,  liven d o e s  move s l i g h t l y  away 

f rok t h e  t o t a l l z -  n e g a t i r e  of  Chimsse Ae &ad g&-------- 

e a r l i e r ,  T i t p k i n s s  Chinese servants still moved quiet1 y: Tom 

appears  "as  if con jured  upm;  he nters t h e  d k n i n g  room a t  the 
* - 

r P  

b o a r 3 i n g  house " w i t 6  v e l v e t  , " z S a  Yet Biven's f o l l o w i n g  

a s s  s y m p a t h e t i c  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  T i m p k i n s a  

ies this s t e r e o t y p e :  '&For once h i s  
-- - --- 

- 

to Occidental eyes. As he l o o k e d ,  and 

looked away,  s y m p a t h y  was on h i s  p o d g y  face." S i a i l a r l y ,  a n o t h e r  

passage, t h i s  t i m e  a b o u t  the other s e r v a n t  Sing, rejects the 

s t e r e o t y p e :  

a h e n  S i n g  b r o u g h t  i n  the l a m p s  and  hang  them u p  
t h e r e  was a  j e u e f - l i k e  quality i n  t h e  floor s p a c e ,  a 
dull g o l d  and amber effect. Through u i d e - o p e n  w i n d o w s  
the lapping of w a t e r  along t h e  l a k e  front sounded 
r e s t f u l ,  and k i a 3 l y ,  and f r i e n d l y ,  Sing, s l i p p e r i n g  
about behind the s u p p e r t p a r t y ,  i n  a white j a c k e t ,  
i m i t a t i n g  on his oun i n i t i a t i v e  the s t e w a r d s  on , the  

-- 

f a t e - s t e a a e r s ,  ssiIea n o  cryptic smile, b u t  thag of 3 
s e r v a n t  well pleased.ts9 - - 

2 5 8  f l l j r q . ,  p.280, p.96, 



Yiven emphasizes t h e  t r a n q u i l i t y  of t h e  scene by a d d i n g  "and" 
- -  - - -  -- - - 

an3 3 comma before each of t h e  a d j e c t i v e s  "kindlyw a n d  

r 
m f r i e a 3 1 y w ;  he juxtaposes Singss s l i p p e r e d  m o v e m e n t s  w i t h  t h i s  

phrase " r e s t f u l ,  3n3 kindly, a n d  f r i e n d l y "  t o  pat t o  rest a n y  

s u s p i c i o n s  over  Singes character, S i n g  is i n d i r e c t 1 7  a p a r t  of 

' t h a t  friendly s u ? p e r - p a r t y  e v e n  i f  h e  o n l y  moves b e h i n d  t h e  

guests, - - I n d e e d ,  he h e l p s  c rea te  t h e  m a g i c a l  a t a o s p h e r e  by the 

lasps h* b r i n g s  in. As if t o  e l i m i n a t e  a l l  f u r t h e r  d o u b t s ,  Niv-en 

i n v i t e s  friendly annseaeat  a t  S i n g  i n  h i s  white j a c k s t  
9 

R i a i t a t i n g  on his oun initiative t h e  stewards o n  t h e  
- 

f 

l a k e - s t ~ a a e r s , ~  S i n g  is  n o  e v i l  f i g u r e  ~ u t  s i m p l y  *a  s e r v a n t  

well pleased," n i v e a  s t i l l  u s e s  p h r a s e s  which retair i  t h e  s e n s e  

af mystery a s s o c i a t e 2  w i t h  Chinese, b u t  these p h r a s e s  have  n o n e  
'5 

of t h e  negative c o n n o t a t i o n s  of  s t e a l t h  a n d  v i l e  c u n n i n g  N i v e n  ' 

previously a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  q u i e t  Chinese w3lk, 

p o r t r a y a l  of Chinese i n  t h i s  n o v e l  is, t h o u g h  still a r a t h e r  

h e s i t a n t  move, n e v s r t h e l e s s  a d e f i n i t e  s t e p .  % i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 

Chinese s i n g i n g  as  m s o m e u h a t  eer ien  a n d  l i k e  "a a o s q u i t o - h u m n  

shows t h a t  h e  h o l d s  , C h i n e s e  m u s i c  i n  n o  h i g h  r e g a r d .  2 6 0  

S i m i l a r l ~ ,  the p r o c h i a t i o n  t h a t  C h i n e s e  farms a r e  

unavoidably colours t h e  r e a d e r ' s  p e r c e p t i o n .  2 6 1  Nevertheless, 

Siren's a m b i g u o u s  feelings are a p p a r e n t ,  H i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  

farss  r e v e a l s  a k i n d  o f  beauty, Fie likens t h e  scene t o  "a * - 
--a--------------- 

pp - -p - 
- -- %r > 

- 

Z'Q Zbid.,  p,lS9* 



- - - - -- - - -  
- 

- - -- - 

a o u n t a i n - t o p  l a k e n ;  i t  is p e a c e f u l  a n d  s e r e n e .  2 6 2  T h e  f i e l d s  
- --- - 

are  o r d e r l y ,  we11-kept  and  perfect: " a s t o n i s h i n g l y  t r i g  a n d  - 

' j u s t  s o * , *  In a w37, e v e n  the C h i n e s e  m u s i c  from a f i d d l e  a n d  

t h e  s i n g i n g  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  s c e n e .  T h e  n s i n g l e - s t r i n g *  t h i n n e s s  of 

t h e  s o n g  w i t h  i ts t o u c h  of p l a i n t i v e n e s s  f i t s  i n  w i t h  t h e  

i m p r e s s i o n  of r e l a t i v e l y  t h i n  m o u n t a i n  a i r  a n d  l o n e l y  
Y 

s o u n t a i n - t o p  lake, 
- - - - 

A l a t e r  r a t h e r  ubjective d e s c r i p t i o n  of the C h i n e s e  a t  w o r k  

a l s o  re f lec t s  H i v e n f s  a m b i g u i t y .  O n e  c h a r a c t e r ' s  r e p e a t e d  

o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  a r e  " c r e e p y n  s h o w s  h e r  fear  a n d  

d i s g u s t :  w h a t  a e e t s  her r o a m i n g  g a z e  over the f a r m s  makes " h e r  

smile briefn; s h e  sees n o  w a o u n t a i n - t o p  l a k e s H  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  s h e  

f e l t  more a t  ease w i t h  " t h a t  r e c o n d i t e  t o w n ,  t h e  p l e a s a n t  

white-man town, t g a t  seeaed t o  h a v e  n o  secrets." * a 3  Yet even 

t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  f i n d s > t h a t  i n s t e a d  of A s t l e y  M o u n t a i n  "an i v o r y  

? a g o d a w  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e  t o  complete t d a i n t - y -  
- - -- -- 

t r a n q u i l i t y  of t h i s  i d y l l i c  p a s t o r a l  s c e n e . * b 4  I n d e e d ,  she 

considers Astley B o u n t a i n  a klhnspM,  ' * m e n a c i n g s ,  e u n c o u t h n ,  

t F g r i ~ w ,  a n d  n f o r b i d d i n g n .  A s t l e y  ! f o u n t a i n  is offensive a n d  

i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  p e c u l i a r l y  d e l i c a t e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  farms, 

T h i s  i ~ c o n s i s t e  y c l e a r l y  s h o w s  N i v e n g s  a m b i g u i t y ,  as does  his 

c h o i c e  of a d j e c t i v e s  a n d  n o a a s  to  d e s c r i b e  t h e  a c t i o n s  o i  

t h e  Chinese farmers: =hoeingn, " d i t c h i n g n ,  *weedingn, " t i n y n ,  

2'' Ib2G-r pcT58r 



b u c k e t s m ,  A l l  a r e  w o r d s  w i t h  n o  n e g a t i v e  c o n n o t a t i o n s .  
* 

I n  his . c o n c l u s i o n  t o  t h e  n o v e l ,  N i v e n  writes t h a t  ' @ t h e  

C h i n a m e n  h a v e  g o n e  o f f  t o  * s q u a t w  s o m e w h e r e  else,  o r  t o  clear 

soae p a r c e l  of l a n d  f o r  a w h i t e  man a n d  make  i t  f i t  f o r  h i s  

u s e s ,  s i t t i n g  r e n t  f r e e  t h e  w h i l e ,  a n d  l a y i n g  a s i d e  a n e s t - e g g  

- fo r  C h i n a  on  w h a t  t h e y  r a i s e  on i t  w h i l e  c l e a r i n g i t  a n d -  - 

p r e p a r i n g  i t ,  a s  t h e  a e t h o d  is -- a m e t h o d  which seems.to give . I 

s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  b o t h  p a r t i e s  t o  such d e a l s ,  t h e  w h i t e  a n d  t h e  

y e f I o u , j 8 2 6 5  BIiuenSs s t a t e a e n t  that t h i s  m e t h o d  seems to give 

s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  b o t h  w h i t e  and y e l l o w  is s e n t i m e n t a l  a n d  i n d e e d  
T 

f a l s e ,  He h i m ' s e l f  h a s  s h o w n  how t h e  men o f  t h e  t o w n  h a v e  been 

most e a g e r . t o  p o u n c e  o n  a n y  excuse t o  r u n  t h e  C h i n e s e  o u t  

d e s p i t e  t h e  c h e a p e r  p r i c e s  of v e g e t a b l e s  C h i n e s e  o f f e r ,  O n e  of 
P 

t h e  t o w n s m e n  a c t u a l l y  t @ p u l l e d  a C h i n a m a n w s  p i g t a i l ,  from 
-- -- --- -- 

b r o o d i n g  o v e r  c h e a p  l a b 0 u r , ~ 2 6 6   everth he less, t h i s  s t a t e y e n t ,  

t h o u g h  s e n t i m e n t a l ,  d o e s  s h o w  N i v e n e s  t e m p e r e d  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  

Chinese a n d  h i s  r e ~ o g n i t i o n ~ t h a t  C h i n e s e  d o  m a k e  some 

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  
" 

B i v e n 8 s  n e x t  n o v e l  r e f e r r i n g  t o  C h i n e s e  is Wju l~pgep, 

' w r i t t e n  w i t h i n  a y e a r  a f t e r  P h i l l i p p s - W o l l e y l s  GgLd, gold, in 
pl 

C a r i b o o ! , i n  1926, E x c e p t  for m i n o r  passing a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  of ---- 
t h e  presence of C h i n e s e  cooks a n d  g o l d - m i n e r s ,  N i v e n ' s  o n l y  



store,267-.Its a t m o s p h e r e  i s  " n o t  o u t  o f  t h a t  s i d e  of C h i n a  t h a t  
! 

- - - - -- -- - - - 

is s t a r v a t i o n  a n d  l e p r o s y , . , b u t  a l l i e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  o f  

s u a v e  a n t i q u i t y ,  p l a c i d i t y ,  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  f i n e  g i n g e r - j a r s ,  t h e  

. s a y i n g s  o f  L~o-Ts;," T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  is s i g n i f i c a n t  b e c a u s e  N i v e n  

c h o o s e s  t o  p o r t r a y  w h a t  S t u a r t  C r e i g h t o n  Hiller  c a l l s  t h e  
- 

n a n c i e n t  g r e a t n e s s  a n d  h o a r y  wisdomn of C h i n a  r a t h e r  t h a n  the 

s e c o n d  i m a g e  of "a s t a g n a t i n g ,  p p r v e r s e ,  s e m i - c i v i l i z e d  b r e e d i n g  

g r o u n d  f o r  s w a r m i n g  i n h u m a n  h 0 r d e s . ~ 2 ~ ~  W h e r e a s  C h i n e s e  a r e  

l i k e n e d  t o  r a t s ,  mites, bees a n d  a n t s  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  zhg l a d y  pf 

t h e  c r o s s i n g ,  Yi /d $omel s e l d o m  u s e s  t h e  d e r o g a t o r y  term --- ------- 
n C h i n k f f .  / 

T h e  t o n e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  p a s s a g e  i s  o n e  o f  c u r i o s i t y ,  

i n t e r e s t  a n d  awe, W h e r e a s  t h e  C h i n e s e  s h o p k e e p e r  i s  t h e  o n e  who 
'P 

s h o w s  r e s p e c t  t o  A p a c h e  K i d  i n  T h e  &st gpbiq  gag, S l i m  a n d  h i s  

f r i e n d s  a r e  t h e  o n e s  t o  b e h a v e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  a n d  c o r d i a l l y  t o  t h e  

a n d  when t h e y  do ,  t h e i r  s p e e c h  is q u i e t  a n d  s u b d u e d  a s  i f  t h e y  

were i n  a  sacred  teagle. T h e  t h r e e  men do n o t  h a v e  a n y  

p r e c o n c e i v e d  p r e j u d i c e  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  f r e e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  

t h e  C h i n e s e  ways,  T h e y  a r e  t i c k l e d  b y  t h e  b i n d i n g  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  

book  a n d  t h i n k  i t  " a w f u l  c u t e , "  T h e i r  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  C h i n e s e  

write b a c k w a r d  i s  t e m p e r e d  by  their r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  

n o  correct ways o f  w r i t i n g ,  o n l y  d i f f e r e n t  ways ,  H i v e n  

------------------ 
* b 7  Hiven,  F r e d e r i c k ,  Yild h o n e ~ ,  (Hew Ymk:  Jacobsen Pub l i sh*  
C o e p a n y ,  T n c , ,  1 9 2 3 ) .  p.227-222. 



- -  - - - - - -  - - --- \ e a p / a s i z e s  t h i s  by  r e p e a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  * * b a s k r a r d s ~ *  - 

R a c c o r d i n g  to.. *heir] n o t i o n  of w 5 a t r S - t o r e  - a h F a f  t oa  - 

T h e  n a r r a t o r  a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e s  C h i n e s e  a t t i r e  a n d  c a l l s  t h e  

C h i n e s e  " c u e N  by i t s - c o r r e c t  name, n o t  t h e  d e r o g a t o r y  " p i g t a i l w .  

B e c a u s e  of t h e i r  o p e n n e s s  a n d  l a c k  o f  bias, t h e  t h r e e  men 

c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e y  had h a d  "a v i s i t  t o  C h i n a  o n  a m a g i c  c a r p e t , "  
k 

a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  l l i v e n  stresses t h e i ~  s i n c e r i t j a n d  
- 

l a c k  o f  p r e j u d i c ~  by  a d d i n g  i n  b r a c k e t s  t h a t  S l i m  ' $ d i d  n o t  aean" 

t o  b e  f r e s h  i n  h i s  c a l l i n g  t h e  C h i n e s e  s t o r e k e e p e r  * v J o h n m ;  S l i m  

d i d  n o t  mean the term t o  b e  d e r o g a t o r y ,  a s  i t  u s u a l l y  was. 

W h e r e a s  t h e  p a s s a g e  i n  Lpgt gpbip gjng e m p h a s i z e s  o n l y  t h e  

e v i l s  o f  C h i n e s e ,  t h i s  p a s s a g e  i n  i i i d  hpggy s h o w s  an' 
' *  

a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  the N C h i n e s e n e s s s 8  o f  t h e  s t o r e .  - 

T h e  t r a n s p l a n t e d  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 4 4  was N i v e n 8 s  l a s t  n o v e l  -- --- 
1 

t o  r e f e r  t o  C h i n e s e .  It c o m e s  b e t w e e n  F r a n c e s  3 u n c a n ' s  Cagiqpq 
3 

r u n a w a y  i n  1 9 4 2  and A l a n  S u l l i v a n ' s  Cpribpq p q d  i n  1946.  I n  ----- 
t h i s  n o v e l ,  N i v e n t s  r e f o r m e d  v i e w s  a b o u t  C h i n e s e  r e v e a l  

t h e f f s e l v e s  i n  a n  o p e n  cri t icism o f  f o o l i s h  p r e j u d i c e .  H e  

e s s e n t i a l l y  r e p e a t s  t h e  s y a p a t h e t i c  h e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  C h i n e s e  

s h o p  i n  Y i u  h o n e y ,  b u t  t h i s  time i n  e v e n  more d e t a i l .  N i v e n  
'\/- 

a l s o  s h o w s  a  closer r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  a w h i t e  man a n d  h i s  

C h i n e s e  s e r v a n t ,  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  q u i t e  rare i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  ' 

n o v e l s .  

- - 

In h i s  earlier novel, liven t o o k  t h e  p a s s i v e  role of 
* 

&efencting €31- -@- €k*i c h & ~ - - + U  

u n p r e j u d i c e d  w h i t e  a t t i t u d e s .  I n  t h i s  n o v e l ,  h o w e v e r ,  N i v e n  



H A  C h i n k L *  hRZlDved -man who s a t  heside  -A 

Wallace. ,,, "Do t h e y  h a v e  C h i n e s e  h e r e ? "  . , L  

"Yes,SIR!" s a i d  t h e  l o q u a c i o u s  o n e .  * * T h e r e  aTe 
p l a c e s  w h e r e  t h e y  ge t  c o l d - s h o u l d e r e d  e v e n  a s  w a s h e e - m e n  
b u t  n o t  h e r e ,  It's a dam1 g o o d  s to re  a n d  Ho S a n g  a n d  his 
y o u n g  n e p h e w  iiong Li a r e  g o o d  f e l l o w s , ~ ~ ~ 9  

T h e  man v h o  c a l l s  C h i n e s e  t o ~ h i n k s w  is  p r o m p t l y  p u t  i n t o  his 
2 

place by h i s  fellow t r a v e l l e r s ,  A C a u c a s i a n  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  
v 

C h i n e s e  is  rare  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u n b i a n  l i t e r a t u r e .  I n d e e d ,  t h i s  

e v e n t  is t h e  o p p o s i t e  of t h a t  s i m i l a r  . o n e  w i t h  A p a c h e  K id  i n  The 

l o s t  c a b i n  m i n e  g i v e n  now t u r n s  t h e  t a b l e s ;  t h e  C h i n e s e  w i l l  ---- ---- ---0 

* * t r u s t  y o u  too,  a n d  - g r u b s t a k e  y o u  i f  y o u  l o o k  r i g h t  t o  t h e r n e f t 2 7 o  

I n s t e a d  of t h e  t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s  o f  C h i n e s e  b e i n g  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  

Niven p o i n t s  t h e  f i n g e r  b a c k  a t  t h e  C a u c a s i a n  a n d  r e m i n d s  h i s  

r e a d e r s  t h a t  s o m e  w h i t e  s t o r e k e e p e r s  w i l l  "soakm t h e i r  c u s t o m e r s  , 

e v e n  worse t h a n  the m y t h i c a l  " C h i n k n ,  

I n s t e a d  o f  j u s t  r e c o r d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of the s c e n t  o f  

t r a n s ~ l a n t e d  N i v e n  u s e s  t h e  s c e n t  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  f o o l i s h  --- ------ 
p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  C h i n e s e .  N i v e n  r e c o r d s  t h a t  when Wallace first 

s t e p s  o v e r  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  t h e  s t o r e ,  h e  * * p a s s e 3  i n t o  C h i n a  o n  

a x w h i f f  of s p i c e s ,  ' A  c a r a v a n  from C h i n a  c o n e s ,  T o r  miles i t  

s w e e t e n s  a l l  t h e  a i re1"*71 D u r i n g  h i s  t w o  t o  t h r e e  y e a r s .  a w a y  

from home,  Yallace h a s  seen e n o u g h  t o  be p r o p e r l y  e d u c a t e d . " I n  

2 6 9  N i v e n ,  F r e d e r i c k ,  The trrqplanted, ( T o r o n t o :  C o l l i n s ,  S o n s  
and Company, l Q Y 4 ) ,  p. 16, 



- - - - - - - - - -- -- - - -- - 

- 

c o n t r a s t ,  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  who h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  t o  C h i n a  n o r  e v e n  
- - - - - - -- 

a s s o c i a t e d  c l o s e l y  . w i t h  a n y  C h i n e s e ,  a n d  w h o  a r e  sti l l  u n d e r  t h e  

potent " i i n f l u e n c e s  o f =  e a r l y  y e a r s  i n  t h e  h o ~ e , ~ *  w o u l d  

u n d o u b t e d l y  s a p  t h a t  n t h e  l i n e s  were r o m a n t i c  n o n s e n s e  a n d  t h a t  

C h i m a  s t i n k s ! "  N i v e n  t h u s  c r i t i c i z e s  C a u c a s i a n  a d u l t s  who p a s s  

on s u c h  p r e j u d i c e  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  

As i n  illid H o n e y ,  N i v e n  r e k i n d l e s  meaories of a C h i n a  o f  

g r e a t n e s s  t o  c o u n t e r a c t  the e x i s t i n g  stereotype, Uallace 

mentally a f f i r m s  t h a t  t h e  f r a g r a n c e  f r o m  t h e  s p i c e s  i s  

e v o c a t i v e  of C h i n a  a s  m i g h t  less p l e a s i n g  o d o u r s  be,w272 N i v e n  

t u r n s  t h e  f o c u s  from t . h e  n e g a t i v e  C h i n a  t o  a r e l a i n d e r  of o t h e r  

Bore p o s i t i v e  a q p e c t s .  N i v e n  a g a i n  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  p o s i t i v e  when  

U a l l a c e  n o  l o n g e r  t h i n k s  i n  terms of Bret H a r t e ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  

n o v e l i s t  a n d  s h o r t - s t o r y  wr i ter  of t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

who p e r p e t r a t e d  t h e  t h i n k s  of "narc0 

" C o n f u c i u s  and. .  . p a o - T s u n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s k  f o r  " f l o u r  a n d  

b a ~ o n , ~ Z ~ ~  C o n t i n u i n g  i n  t h i s  t r e n d ,  N i v e n  d e s c r i b e s  Ho S a n g  a s  

r e m i n i l i n g  Msllace o f  n t h e  God of C o n t e n t m e n t ,  i n  p o r c e l a i n ,  t h a t  
1, 

h e  h a d  o n c e  s e e n , " * 7 4  By a d d i n g  the p h r a s e  "in p o r c e l a i n n  N i v e n  

b r u s h e s  a s i d e  a l l  c o n t r o v e r s y  a b o u t  r e l i g i o n ,  p r e s e n t i n g  i n s t e a d  

a f i g u r e  of b e a u t y ,  a w o r k  of a r t .  



B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  j u s t  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  m e r c h a n t ,  T h e  shopkeeper is 

f r i e n d l y ,  s t a t e l y  an3 c o u r t e o u s ,  R i v e n  makes t h e  s h o p k e e p e r  

2 e r s o n a l  by giving him a n a m e ,  Ho Sang. Similarly, t h e  a s s i s t a n t  

is g o n g  L i ,  Wiven strengthens t h e  bond b e t w e e n  g o n g  L i  a n d  t h e  

reacfer b y  i n v i t i n g  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  l a u g h  i n  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  Wong 
8 - - 

Lifs r e p e a t e d  efforts t o  p i l e  up  t h e  r ice a a t s ,  t aaa ts  t h a t  
4 

s l i p p e d  a n d  t r i e d  t o  glissade a n d  h a d  t o  b e  h u a o u r e d  i n t o  

p l a c e m V 2 7 5  Ho Sang is considerate. O n  n o t i c i n g  t h a t  Wallace i s  
- 

a~cesfortabfF w s r = ,  36 Sang t h o u g n t f u l l y  o p e n s  a v i n d o u  t o  l e t  

i n  f r e s h  c o o l  a i r ,  3.3 Sang "spoke  f i r s t  i n  C h i n e s e , - t h e n  i n  

E n g l i s h ,  t r a n s l a t i n g ,  i t  would a p p e a r ,  w h a t  h e  h32 s a i d  i n  t h e i r  

own  t o n q u e " ;  h e  speaks i n  C h i n e s e  because els aore  a t  esse 

a n d  i s  sore  f l u e n t  i n  i t ,  b u t  t r a n s l a t e s  s o  h i s  

c u s t o m e r s  c a n  understand 3 n d  fo l low h i s  a c t i o y s .  H i v e n  c a r e f u l l y  
pp - -- 

- 

shows t h a t  i n  Ho Sang's b u s i n s s s  d e a l i n g s  t h e r e  r \ ; i d d e n  

d e v i o u s n e s s ,  2 7 4  

I n  addition, Wiven s h o w s  Y o n g  L i  i n - c l o s e  r e l a  k!sjyp w i t h *  

Yallace. Yong L i  l a t e r  b e c o s e s  Y a l l a c e 8 s  c o o k ,  w g e n e r a l v e r v a n t ,  

his major-3omo and friendenz?t Yoag ti even nags Uallace. 

" T i m e  we go," s a i d  h e  Yong L i  f i r m l y .  
m ~ h . . i s  i t  tiae f o r  u s  t o  go?" said Uallace. 



-- - - - - - -  -- - -  

"Yes, tize ve 90.  You €211 tae y e s t e r d a y  f go too .  - 

And sure time you g o .  Y O U  know what Indians call you?" 
n30.n * 

- - ---- - - 

"They calf qou white c h i e f . "  
Y a l l a c e  laujhe3, 
"Well, f never h e a r d  that," h e L s a i d ,  
n E v e r y b a d y  know b u t  you, t h e n , H  s a i d  Uong. " Y h i t e  

c h i e f  sust bs t h e r e  i n  tine, T i m e  we g 0 , ~ = 7 a  

This easy c d a r a d s h i p  -goes beyond  a mere s e r v a n t - m a s t e r  

e l a t i o n s h i p ,  Yon3 Li feels c o m f o r t a b l e  e n o u g h  to c o n t i n u e  

nagg ing  an4 teasing ifallace, and Wallace i n  r s t u r n  r e g a r d s  his 
- - 

s e r v a n t  - v i t h  t h e  sass teasing a f d e c t i o n .  
', 

T h u s , ' ~ i v e n * s  initial prejudice w h i c h  surfaces i n  T9tg &g_sg 

r e v e r s e d .  Nivents st3nce b e c o m e s  a defence of Chinese and a 

criticism of t h o s e  who are- stil l  p r e j u d i c e d ,  T h i s  g r a d u a l  c h a n g e  

p a r a l l e l s  the over311 c h a n g e  i n  3 t t i t u d e  by B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n s  

towards C h i n e s e  a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  literature, Thg ~ g g & & g E  ~f 

t h e  v a l l e y  a n d  writing gg t $ g - y g l l  g r a d u a l l y  g i v i n g  way to  --- ----- 

2'' Ibid, p. 178. 



A l t h o u g h  t h e  n u m b e r  of n o v e l s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  C h i n e s e  b e f o r e  

1946  is a i s e r l y  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  of B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a n  n o v e l s  i n  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  t h e  nuaber is i m p r e s s i v e  i n  
= 

c o a t p a r i s o n  t o  the n u m b e r  a f t e r  t h e  n i n e t e e n - s i x t i e s ,  E x c e p t  f o r  

t u o  b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  G e o r g e  B o w e r i n g l s  gigrgg pn the floor, 

o n l y  two m o d e r n  n o v e l s  have  r e l a t i v e l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  

C h i n e s e ,  b o t h  p r e s e n t i n g  C h i n e s e  f a v o u r a b l y ' :  TI'g big stuffed 

r e f e r e n c e s  t o  C h i n e s e .  E x c e p t  f o r  t h o s e  t o  H a n c y  C h a n ,  

B o w e r i n g g s  r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  C h i n e s e  

c a f e s  and  g r o c e r y  s h o p s .  S t e r e o t y p i c a l l y  c r a f t y ,  f a t  H i c k e y  

C h a n g  r u n s  a  sleazy ca fe  where i l l e g a l  l i q u o r  i s  g u r g l e d  down 
- -- -- 

t h r o a t s  b e h i n d  t h e  door  of t h e  " d i n g y  c a n a s  a n d  h e r o i n  is s o l 3  

under t a b l e s ,  A 3  a u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t , - R a n c y  C h a n  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  

n o  s u c h  s t e r e o t y p e .  Bat, B o u e r i n g  c o n t r a d i c t s  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  

b r e a k  i n  s t e r e o t y p e :  his d e s c r i p t i o n  of h e r  a s  nf lower  of t h e  . 

O r i e n t w  i s  n o t  meant t o  f l a t t e r ;  h e  f u r t h e r  j u x t a p o s e s  i t  w i t h  

* c a t t y  c l a w - ~ o a a n , ~  a p h r a s e  w h i c h  c o n j u r e s  b i t c h i n e s s  a n d  

f e l i n e  c r a f t i n e s s . * T 9  Nancy k n o w s  "a l o t  of t h e  a r t y  f a r t y  

c r o u d n ,  B o w e r i n g  i n p l i e s  through t h a t  p h r a s e  that a C h i n e s e  g i r l  

- - - -  - -- - 

2 7 9  B o v e r i n g ,  George, &rgpg qg &he floor, ( T o r o n t o :  H c C l e l l a n d  
a n d  S t e w a r t  L i m i t e d ,  1967). p.51 .  



- - - - - - - - 

A u n i q u e l y  m o d e r n  f e a t u r e  i n  b o t h  4 big ~ g u f f g d  hqqd a n d  

zhe stoqg a n g e l  is the p r e s e n c e  of a C h i n e s e  woman. U n t i l  1946,  

n o 9 s  p r e s e n t e d  o n l y  C h i n e s e  men. C h i n e s e  women were s o m e t i m e s  

m e n t i o n e d ,  b u t  t h e y  n e v e r  a p p e a r e d  o n  the s c e n e  a s  c h a r a c t e r s .  

I n  d i r e c t  c o n t r a s t ,  b o t h  N e w t o n  a n d  L a u r e n c e  f o c u s  t h e i r  

r e f e r e n c e s  t o  ~ h i n e s e  a r o u n d  C h i n e s e  women, S h i r l e y  C h a n q  a n d  
- 

S a n d r a  Uong. I n  b o t h  cases, the C h i n e s e  women h a v e  n o  d e p t h  of 

c h a r a c t e r ,  T h i s  a t t i t u d e  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  o f  N e w t o n ,  w h e r e a s  

L a u r e n c e ' s  s u p e r i o r  s k i l l  i n  w r i t i n g  p r e s e n t s  a more c r e d i b l e  

p e r s o n  i n  S a n d r a  Yong. H e v e r t h e l e s s ,  L a u r e n c e ,  t o o ,  d o e s  n o t  

a t t e m p t  to d e l v e  i n t o  t h e  J q C h i n e s e n e s s w  of S a n d r a ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  

Norman  N e w t o n e s  T h e  Big stuffgd hapa of fgig&dgh&& 

p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 6 9  aakes l i m i t e d  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  C h i n e s e .  E x c e p t  

f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  C h i n e s e  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  q u e s t i o n a b l e  C h i n e s e  

C h i n e s e  o n  t h e  s t reet  a n d  t h e  s m a l l  C h i n a t o w n ,  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  

C h i n e s e  r e v o l v e  a r o u n d  S h i r l e y  C h a n g .  T h e s e  a r e  l i m i t e d  p a r t l y  

b e c a u s e  t h e  f o c u s  of t h e - n o v e l  i s  o n  t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a ,  N e w t o n  does n o t  know or  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  a s  a 

p e o p l e  a n d  c a n  t h e r e f o r e  write o n l y  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  a b o u t  t h e s ,  a 

s u p e r f i c i a l i t y  f u r t h e r  a u g m e n t e d  by" h i s  b a d  w r i t i n g ,  Y e t  d e s p i t e  

these l i m i t a t i o n s ,  N e w t o n  c l e a r l y  r e p u d i a t e s  racism. 
- - 

l l t h o u g h  S h i r l e y  Chang is Chinese, N e w t o n  does  n o t  p r e s e n t  

h e r  a s  h a v i n g  C h i n e s e  c h a r i i c t e r i s t i c Z K e  s r n p i i i g l y  describes 

h e r  a s  h a v i n g  " p r e t t y  C h i n e s e  f e a t u r e s w  v i t h o u t  d e t a i l i n g  what 



-- - -- - --- - - 
- 

- - - 

t h o s e  f e a t u r e s  a r e  o r  from whose  p o i n t  of v i e w  t h e y  a r e  

coosidered p r e & k g . a  'Pfre n-f 5s w r i t t e n - s o  t h a t  t h e d e r  

sees t h e  a c t i o n  u n f o l d  fro= t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  of a l l  t h e  major and 

even ,manp of t h e  a i n o r  c h a r a c t e r s .  Yet Newton hard ly  r e p o r t s  

f r o m  S h i r l e y ' s  p o i n t  of v i e w  even t h o u g h  s h e  i s  a  m a j o r  

c h a r a c t e r .  T h e  r e a d e r  u s u a l l y  sees h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  o f  a 

s e c o n d  pe r son . .  In t h e  o n e  s e c t i o n  w h e r e  t h e  r e a d e r  is a l l o w e d  
- - 

- - - 
- 

i n t o  h e r  t h o u g h t s ,  S h i r l e y  o n l y  d r e a m s  a b o u t  f a l l i n g  i n  l o v e  

l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  s c h o o l g i r l ,  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  r e a d e r  h a s  l i t t l e  

empathy w i t h  h e r .  Shirley's subsequent p r e g n a n c y  a n d  a t t e m p t e d  

s u i c i d e  a f t e r  h e r  C a u c a s i a n  b o y f r i e n d  Ben c a l l o u s l y  b r e a k s  o f f  

t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e l i c i t s  n o  s u r p r i s e ;  h e r  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  

"she h a d  b e e n  a f o o l m  a n d  t h a t  B e n  was  " n d t  w o r t h "  d y i n g  for 

r a i s e s  n o  s y m p a t h y .  

S h i r S e y  h a s  n o  d e p t h ; , t h e  v a r i o u s  g l i m p s e s  Newton o f f e r s  

i n t o  h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  do n o t  c r ea t e  a  c o m p o s i t e  c h a r a c t e r .  The 
- 

q u e s t i o n s  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t ,  S i m o n ,  asks a b o u t  h e r  are n e v e r  

r e s o l v e d :  "Why d i d  Shirley k e e p  t e l e p h o n i n g  him? D i d  s h e  find 

him a t t r a c t i v e ,  o r  was s h e  a e r e l y  p l a y i n g  w i t h  h im b e c a u s e  s h e  

knew h e  f o u n d  h e r  a t t r a c t i v e ? " t s l  A l t h o u g h  Newton h i n t s  t h a t  

s e x u a l  a t t r a c t i o n  u n d e r l i e s  S h i r l e y ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  S imon,  

some i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  make t h i s  d o u b t f u l .  N e w t o n ' s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  

" i n e i t h e r  w a n t e d  t o  h a n g  u p n  from t h e i r  " l o n g  a n d  u t t e r l y  



p o i n t l e s ~ ~ ~  t e l e p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  l a t e  a t  n i g h t  i m p l i e s  a 
--- 

a u t u a l  r c l u c t a n c e . z a 2  A l t h o u g h  ~ i a &  = lea r ig  f a n y a a s i z e s  a b o u t  

S h i r l e y ,  S h i r l e y ' s  own a t t i t u d e  r e m a i n s  u n c l e a r ,  Her b e h a v i o u r  

t o w a r d s  S i m o n  s e e o s  s e r e l y  f r i e n d l y  a n d  r e m a i n s  c o n s i s t e n l y  so  

e v e n  a f t e r  s h e  a t t e m p t s  s u i c i d e .  S h e  s p e q k s  t o  him i n  a 
. . 

" m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  v o i c e "  and  a s s u r e s  him h e  n e e d  n o t  f ee l  

u w t a b l e :  "she p a t t e d  t h e  bed  w i t h  h e r  h a n d .  'Come a n d  s i t  

down, '  s h e  s a i d ,  * I s m  n o t  d i s e a s e d  o r  a n y t h i n q , t n z a 3  S h e  nstill  . 
1 

liked him*' a n d  behaves i n  h e r  u s u a l  c a n d i d  way, e x p l a i n i n g  t o  

h i n  h e r  f e e l i n g s  a f t e r  t h e  c a r  " a c c i d e n t w  j u s t  a s  s h e  had 
- - -  

p r e v i o u s l y  c o n f i d e - d  w i t h o u t  g u i l e  h e r  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  S e n ' s  

o p e n l y  e r p r e s s i n g  3esire t o  make l o v e  t o  a n o t h e r  g i r l ,  I n  

c o n t r a s t ,  S imon,  w h o s e  f e e l i n g s  h a d  c l e a r l y  b e e n  " b a s e d  o n  

d e s i r e , "  d i s c o v e r s  himself " a c u t e l y  e m b a r r a s s e d "  b y  h i s  l a c k  o f  

f e e l i n g  f o r  S h i r l e y  a f t e r  t h e  a c c i d e n t :  "now t h a t  h e  n o  l o n g e r  

l i e u t o n  is  a a b i g n o u s  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  S h i r l e y  is b e i n g  c r a f t i l y  

c o q u e t t i s h  o r  j u s t  simple-minded. Her r e m a r k  a b o u t  " j u s t  

s t a n d i n g  h e r e n  i n  h e r  n l i t t l e  o l d  Baby D o l l  p y j a m a s n  seems 

p r o v o c a t i v e ,  b u t  h e r  manner of s p e e c h  a n d  h e r  f o l l o w i n g  

h e a r t - f e l t  p r o f e s s i o n  of h a t r e d  f o r  h e r  b r o t h e r  n e g a t e s  a n y  

possibility of h e r  being p r o v o c a t i v e , 2 e +  S h i r l e ~  seems t o  be 

2 8 3  Ibid.. p i  185-187. 



- -- - - 
- - -  - 

- - - -  - - - -  - - 

h e r  woes, t o  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  the u e a t h e r ,  t o  .expressing hatf%P for 

her bmttrer and camtesp-f- f o r  Chinese bo-,-to r e l a t i n g  h e r  

desire* a h o u s e  with different d e c o r a t i v e  styles in each 
*-: -i 

room, t o  o f f e r i n g  a d i r t y  j o k e ,  t o  i n v i t i n g  S i m o n  .to walk her 
' * 

hoae a f t e r  uurk. Despite t h e  seriousness of h e r  
C e 

i n v i t a t i o n ,  h e r  pr&sing Simon t o  take a d a y  off from w o r k  just 

so h e  c a n  w a l k  h e r  home, when h e  t u r n s  h e r  down S h i r l e p  
-- 

c h e e r f u l l y  and  flippantly conclades w i t h ,  wOkay...maybe some 

.- o t h e r  time, Go0dbye,~2a= S h i r l e y  does n o t  stop l o n g  e n o u g h  a t  

each subject  t o  be  cof; ,she seems unaffected by S i m o n o  s r e p l y .  
- -- 

Y e t  s h e  is w i l y  enough t o a p r e t e n d .  t h a t  Simon i s  a s t r a n g e r  when 
. 

/.s 

s h e  is w i t h  Eea, though s h e  i s  s i a p l e - m i n d e d  i n  n o t  r e a l i z i n g  

t h a t  Ben is o n l y  using her, She h a s ' n o  c o n t r o l  o v e r  ben a n d ,  i n  

her feeble a n d  u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e s p t s  t o  war3 off his a d v a n c e s ,  

can only r e s o r t  t o  " c h i l d i s n  u ' b s t i ; n a c y m  a n d  " s a d  p e d a n t i c  

- - 

f r o w n s . "  T h o u g h  tbe l e a n i n g  of "sadn i s  ambiguous x s u s e  Newton 

uses it l i b e r a l l y  i n  the most u n l i k e l y  places, .Shirley's 

w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  succumb is obvious: "her eyes were u n c e r t a i n  a n d  

<sty w i t h  l o n g i n g .  and t h e  set of h e r  body  uas slack and 

gentle.n2ab H e v e r t h e l e s s ,  S h i r l e y  c l a i m s  to b e  -a, g o o d  g i r l ,  a n d  

didn't l i k e  boys who oxdf t h o u g h t  of p a v i n g  h e r  when s h e  was o u t  
h ' 

on a date with theaon2@7 



N e w t o n  seems t o  p r e s e a t  S h i r ~ e ?  a s  p u r p o s e f u l l y  coy, y e t  
-- - - 

s h e  is n o t  c o n s i s t e n t l p  so, Her s o t i v e s  remain unclear. She 

seems but shallow, silly - a n 5  f l i g h t y ,  yet she has u n e x p e c t e d  . 

mosents of g r a v i t y  an3 seriousness. Weuton does n o t  e x p l a i n  
P -- 

\-wJ these changes i n  moods and  t e m p e r a r e n t ,  and t h k s  l e a v e s  n o  c lear 

understanding of S h i r l e y t s  c h a r a c t e r  and p s y c h o l o g y .  ~ v e d  his 

other flat characters are r e c o g n i z a b l e ,  b u t  Shirley i s  not. 
- - - - 

Attempts €0 d e v e l o p  her i n t o  a person f a i l ,  Because h e  i s  u n a b l e  
- r 

to u n d e r s t a n d  her a s  3 Chinese, Yeuton  i s  u n a b l e  t o  handle"' 

S h i r l e y  a s  3 person, Ee w i s e l y  writes o n l y  about her u n i v e r s a l l y  e 
- - - - - - - - - - 

- 

haman c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  b u t  does that b a d l y  and u n c o n v i n c i n ~ l y ,  

S e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h a t  B e u t o n  is c l e a r l y  a g a i n s t  racism i s  

e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  f i n a l  f a t e s L b f  foor c h a r a c t e r s .  Newton p r e s e n t s  

; Ben a s  c a r e l e s s  i n  z s i n g  Shirley for nere pleasure, a s  h e a r t l e s s  

i n  u 3 k i n g  p t o ~ i s e s  h e  never intended to k e e p ,  a n d  a s  cowardly in 

breaking off their e n 3 a g e a e a t  t h r o u g h a l e t t e r ~ h U h a n  i n  a 
-- 

$ 
personal confrontation, 3en receives due  p u n i s h m e n t  for  h i s  

seffish~ess and c r u e l t y :  he is S a d l y  beaten up by S t a n l e y ,  a n  

I n c f i ~ n . 2 ~ 8  S t a n l e y  beats u p  B e n  n o t  b e c a u s e  of Shirley, ' b u t  

beca~se he t h i n b s  B e n  h a s  "se3~ced-  his sister," levert heless, 

Een t h e  t i f l i a n  still receives his just reuard, Similarly, 
3 

- 3 e a a i f e r  s a d  Percy  OaConnsfls, They discuss Shirley as if she 

.were an object  r a t h e r  than a p e r s o n ,  referring to her as "dark 
' .  ' P  /' - -- 

i 



%catm,  t h u s  implying t h e i r  w h i t e  s u p e r i o r i t y , - %  ~ e i k y ' s  saug 

discu~sed,~ Jennifer's c h i s  t h a t  C h i n e s e  women " c a n 4 t  be 

t r u s t e d ,  especiallp=when t h e r e ' s  money l y i n g  a r o ~ n d , "  a n d  h e r  - .  -- 

co taent  that '*they're seldom as clean a s  t h e y  l o o k n  a r e  i r o n i c a l  

b e c a u s e  J e n n i f e r  herself i s  c r u d e ,  d i s t s s t e f u l ,  hirty, u n k e p t  

a n d  p r e t e n t i o u s , t * o  B o t h  Jennifer a n d  P e r c y  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  
- - - - 

deserved e n d  d u r i n g  a r io t :  t h e j  are v a n d a l i s e d  by  Indian 

y o u t h s ,  a n d  J e n n i f e r  i s  h u m i l i a t e d  a s  a " p r e t e n t i o a s  b i t c h w  

b e c a u s e  s h e  a f f e c t e d  t o  be  d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  B r i t i s h  n o b i l i t y , * 9 l  . 
T h e  t h i r d  c h % r a c t e r ,  Bertram % a w l i n s ,  t h e  h e a d m a s t e r  of a 

school, calls ~ h i r l e y  by the d e r o g a t o r y  term " C h i n k m ,  He a l s o  

meets with a h u m i l i a t i n g  end,  Yhen  a f i r e  b u r n s  a h o t e l  i n  .which  

h e  is c o m m i t t i n g  a 5 u l t e r y .  h e  r e v e a l s  h i s  d e v i a n t  s e x u a l i t y  f o r  

all ta see: be jumps into t h e  safety n e t  n a k e d  e x c e p t  f o r  some 

red and  g r e e n  s i l k ,  a fez, and  s i l k  b l o o m e k s .  B a w l i n s  h a d  " to  
- - - - - - - - - - 

resign i n  d i s g r a c e , "  his p r o s p e c t s  of b e c o m i n g  t h e  n e x t .  m a y o r  

u t t e r l y  d a s h e d . z g *  

I n  a b e t t e r - u r i t t e n  novel, glig stone 3 ~ 2 2  p u b l i s h e d  i n  

I964,Chinese p l a y  but a minor role, H a r g a r e t  Laurence's a t t i t u d e  . 
towards them is una=bigaons, L a u r e n c e  s h o w s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of - * 



t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  H a g a r - S h i p l e y  a n d  S a n d r a  Wong. 
- - - -- -- - -- - - - - 

The p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  the h i s t o r i c a l  p a s t  i s  o b j e c t i v e ,  w i t h o u t  

a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  g i v e  a j u d g e m e n t ,  
0 

T h e  p r o t a g o n i s t ,  Hagar S h i p l e y ,  s h a r e s  h e r  l a s t  d a y s  a l i v e  . 

w i t h  a  y o u n g  C h i n e s e  g i r l ,  S a n d r a  l i o n g ' s  f a c e  is u d e l i c a t e l y  

. Boned,  o l i v e - s k i n n e d ,  Her eyes.,.are d a r k  a n d  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  b 

--- 
slanted. Her h a i r  is t h i c k  a n d  b l a c k  a n d  s t r a i g h t ,  a n d  i t  

- 

. c- 

- . ~ h S n e s , ~ 2 9 3  L a u r e n c e ' s  c h o i c e  o f  w o r d s  c rea tes  a f a v o u r a b l e  

$ & p r e s s i o n :  t h e  u s e  o f  t v d e l i c a t e l y ' v  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  

s m a l l e r  C h i n e s e  s t a t u r e ,  t h e  e m p h a s i s  on ' * o n l y n  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  
- 

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  S a n d r a ' s  f e a t u r e s ,  t h e  u s e  of " a n d m  i n  " t h i c k  a n d  

b l a c k  a n d  s t r a i g h t w  t o  &ow t h e  r e a d e r ,  f o r c i n g  h im t o  
c. 

e-- 
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  beauty of t h e  w e l l - g r o o m e d  h a i r ,  S a n d r a  s p e a k s  

l i k e  C a u c a s i a n  C a n a d i a n s ;  n O b v i o u s l y  s h e  was  b o r n  i n  this 

c o ~ n t r y , ~ 2 9 *  L a u r e n c e  n a t  o n l y  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  

S a n d r a  is C a n a d i a n ,  H a g a r ' s  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  S a n d r a  "is t h e  

g r a n d d a u g h t e r  of one o f  the small f o o t - b o u n d  women.. .smuggled 

i n ,  when O r i e n t a l  w i v e s  were f r o w n e d  uponw creates  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  H a g a r  owes h e r  i n h e r i t e d  h o u s e  t o  t h e  p a s s a g e  

money o f  S a n d r a ' s  g r a n d a 0 t h e r . 2 ~ 5  L a u r e n c e  p u r p o s e l y  b r i n g s  u p  A 
\ 

t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  show the i r o n y  of C a n a d i a n  h i s t o r y :  t h e  -very 

2 9 3  Laurence, tfargaret, 2hq g_t_o_ag qqq_ee, ( T o r o n t o :  HcCle l land  --- - - -  

and Stewart ,  1 9 6 8 ) .  p.286. 



-- --- - --- --- 
- 

p e o p l e  whom C a n a d i a n s  t r i e d  t o  restri t f om e n t e r i n g  the- -- 
L a u r e n c e  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h e  gap  b e t w e e n  C a u c a s i a n s  a n d  

C h i n e s e  a b d  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  g a p  i s  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  b r i d g e ,  O n  
\ 

d i s c o v e z i n g  t h a t  Sandra's f a t h e r  r u n s  a store, H a g a r  s a i d ,  

"Well, well, So d i d  m i n e o w  I m m e d i a t e l y ,  H a g a r  r e a l i z e s  t h e  

s u p e r f i c i a l i t y  of her comment: " t h a t ' s  t h e  wrong t h i n g  t o  s a y . .  
- - - - 

- 

S o  much d i s t a n c e  l i e s  b e t w e e n  u s ,  s h e  d o e s n ' t  w a n t  any s u c h  

~ i m i l a r i t y . ' ~ z ~ e  R a t h e r ,  t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t o g e t h e r  is i n  i t s e l f  

a  b r i d g i n g  of t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  H a g a r  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e a s s u r e  S a n d r a  

when the g i r 1  c o m m u n i c a t e s  h e r  f e a r  a n d  anxiety a b o u t  h e r  

i s m i n e n t  o p e r a t i o n ,  

"1 have  t o  have my a p p e n d i x  o u t , "  s h e  s a y s ,  
" l T h e y g r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  me r e a d y  s o o n ,  It's a n  e n e r g e n c y ,  
I was  r e a l l y  bad last n i g h t ,  I was r e a l  s c a r e d  and  s o  
was my mom, Have  you e v e r  had y o u r  a p p e n d i x  o u t ?  Is i t  
bad?"  

"1 h a d  s i n e  o u t  years ago , "  I s a y ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  f a c t  
I ' v e  n e v e r  e v e n  h a d  my t o n s i l s  o u t ,  "I t 's  n o t  a s e r i o u s  

o p e ~ a + i e n .  * 
nYeh?n  s h e  s a y s ,  H I ~  t h a t  r i g h t ?  I ' v e  n e v e r  h a d  a n  

o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e ,  You d o n 1  t know w h a t  t o  e x p e c t ,  i f  i t ' s  
y o u r  f i r s t  time," 

"Well, you  needn't w o r r y , "  I s a y ,  "It's j u s t  
r o u t i n e  t h e s e  d a y s ,  Y o u ' l l  b e  u p  b e f o r e  y o u  know i t ,"  

''Do y o u  r e a l l y  t h i n k  so? Gee, I d o n ' t  know, I w a s  
p ~ e t t y  s c a r e d  l a s t  n i g h t ,  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t h e  t h o u g h t  of 
a n e s t h e t i c , "  

HBosh,  T h a t t s  n o t h i n g ,  Y o u ' l l  feel a b i t  
u n c o a f o r t a b l e  a f t e r w a r d ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  a l l . "  

"1s t h a t  r i g h t ?  You r e a l l y  t h i n k  so?" 
'@Of C O U ~ S ~ . ~ * ~ ?  

B o t h  H a g a r  a n 3  S a n d r a  c o m m u n i c a t e  o n  a  d e e p e r  a n d  more  



s i g n i f i c a n t  l e v e l  h e r e :  i n  t h e i r  i n t e r c h a n g e s  t h e y  a r e  s h a r i n g  
- - - - - - - - - - - - 

t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  a l l o w i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  known. S a n d r a ' s  fear, 

pa - in  a n 3  a n x i e t y  H a g a r  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  and s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h .  

H a g a r 1 s  l y i n g  t o  r e a s s u r e . S a n d r a  i s 'a  way o f  r e a c h i n g  o u t :  H a g a r  

l a t e r  r e c o g n i s e s  h e r  l i e  a s  b e i n g  " s p o k e n  a t  l e a s t  a n d  a t  l a s t  

w i t h  w h a t  may p e r h a p s  be a  k i n d  o f  l o v e . " 2 9 a  

L a u r e n c e  does n o t  r o m a n t i c i z e  t h e - - g r a d u a l l y  g r o w i n g  bond  

b e t w e e n  H a g a r  a n d  S a n d r a ,  b u t  p a i n t s  a r e a l i s t i c  p i c t u r e ,  After 

t h e  i n i i i a l  e s t a b l i s h i n g  of r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  t h e y  c o n t i n u e  t o  - 
.- 

r e s p o n d  n a t u r a l l y  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  d o  n o t  a l w a y s  f e e l  
- - 

k i n d l y  o r  f r i e n d l y  t o v a r d s  e a c h  o t h e r .  W i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  

n u r s e ,  H a g a r  w i t h d r a w s  h e r s e l f  t o  a smug s u p e r i o r i t y  over  

S a n d r a ' s  u n c e r t a i n ,  q u e r u l u o s  a n d  a p p a l l e d  q u e s t i o n i n g s :  " F a n c y  , 

b e i n g  a l a r m e d  a t  s u c h  a t r i f l i n g  t h i n g .  I l i e  h e r e  smug a n d  f a t ,  
U 

r e t u r n s  f r o m  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  r e p r o a c h f u l  a n d  a n g r y  a t  H a q a r  f o r  

h a v i n g  f a l s e l y  a s s u r e d  h e r  t h a t  s h e  would  n o t  fee l  " b a d n ,  H a g a r  

i n i t i a l l y  r e s p o n d s  w i t h . g u i l t  a n d  s e l f - r e p r o a c h  b u t ,  b e i n g  t h e  r 
h e a d s t r o n g  i n d i v i d u a l  s h e  is, q u i c t l y . ~ v i t c h e s  f r o a  r e g r e t  t o  

a n n o y a n c e  a t  w h a t  s h e  sees a s  S a n d r a ' s  w h i m p e r i n g  s e l f - p i t y .  

T h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  become more o b v i o u s  when S a n d r a  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  

H a g a r  i s  t e r m i n a l l y  ill a a d  w i l l  s o o n  d i e ,  S a n d r a ,  

s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d  t e e n a g e r ,  is f e a r f u l  of d e a t h ,  a n d  so  a l t h o u g h  



- - - -- - - -- - - 

- - -. - -  - - 

t h e y  i n i t i a l l y  s h a r e d  t h e  common bond  of b e i n g  i n  h o s p i t a l ,  

Sanara w i t h a r a w s  froh H a q a r  a n d  p l e a d s t h T t L t h e K i i G S  move h e r  

t o  a n o t h e r  room, 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  do-continue t o  s h a r e  times of 

c o m r a d e s h i p .  H a g a r e s  s y m p a t h y  f o r  S a n d r a ' s  p l i g h t  b i n d s  t'hem 

a g a i n  i n  a common a l l i a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  n u r s i n g  s t a f f .  H a g a r  

s e n s e s  S a n d r a ' s  " a n g u i s h  a n d  h e r  t e r r i b l e  e m b a r r a s s m e n t w  o v e r  

h e r  need t o  r e l i e v e  her b l a d d e r :  #She's n e v e r  b e f o r e  b e e n  a t  t h e  

d u b i o u s  a e r c y  of h e r  o r g a n s .  P a i n  a n d  h x i m i l i a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  o n l y  

w o r d s  t o  h e r .  S u d d e n l y  I s m  i n c e n s e d  a t  i t ,  t h e  u n f a i r n e s s ,  S h e  
- 

s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a t  h e r  3 g e . n 3 * 0  H a g a r  

has h e r s e l f  b e e n  s u b j e c t  t o  the p a i n  a n d  h u m i l i a t i o n  of . 

u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  b o d i l y  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  feels " s y ~ p a t h y  

f o r  t h e  g i r l ,  n o n e  f o r  t h e  e t e r n a l l y  f r a n t i c  ~ t a f f - ~ ~ o l  H a g a r  

e v e n  makes t h e  e f f o r t  t o  g e t  S a n d r a  a b e d p a n  f r o m  t h e  b a t h r o o m ,  

a n d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  braves t h e  i c y  f l o o r ,  h e r  own c r a m p e d  a n d  
-- -- 

f l a b b y  m u s c l e s ,  a n d  h e r  oun t o r t u r e d  lungs, T h e  h o r r i f i e d  

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  n u r s e  uho a r r i v e s  i n  time t o  c a t c h  l i a g a r  s t i l l  

o u t  of bed  only s o l i d i f i e s  t h e  g r o w i n g  a f f i n i t y  b e t w e e n  H a g a r  

a n d  S a n d r a :  

H H r s .  S h i p l e y  --w 

nPes?m 
S h e  s t i f l e s  h e r  laughter, b u t  i t  b r e a k s  o u t  a g a i n .  
"Oh, I c a n ' t  l a u g h .  I m u s t n ' t ,  I t  p u l l s  m y  

s t i t c h e s .  B u t  d i d  yon  ever see a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  l o o k  o n  
h e r  face?" t 

- - 

I' 

- -  - 



- -  - - -- 
- 

-- - - 

I h a v e  t o  snort, r e c a l l i n g  it. 
" S h e  was s t u n n e d ,  all r i g h t ,  uasn8t s h e ,  s e e i n g  me 

- * 
-- 

s t a n d i n g  there? I thought s h e -  passrmrt,+ - -A -  - 

Y y  own s p a s 5  of l a u g h t e r  c a t c h e s  me l i k e  a b low,  I 
c a n ' t  s t a v e  i t  o f f ,  Crazy,  I m u s t  be crazy. 1'11 d o  
m y s e l f  some i n j u r y ,  

"oh -- oh - - t ~  the girl g a s p s ,  " S h e  l o o k e d  a t  you  a s  
t h o u g h  y o u ' d  just  d o n e  a criae," 

'#Yes -- t h a t  was exactly how s h e  l o o k e d .  P o o r  s o u l .  
Oh, t h e  p o o r  s o u l ,  Y e  r e a l l y  w o r r i e d  h e r , "  

" T h a t ' s  f o r  s u r e ,  Pe -sure d i d . "  
C o n v u l s e d  u i t h  o u r  p a i n i n g  l a u g h t e r ,  we b e l l o w  a n d  

wheeze. And then u e  p e a c e f u l l y  sleep.302 

L a u r e n c e  s h o w s  t h e i r  u n i t y  by t h e  e m p h a s i s  06 "wen a l t h o u g h  

H a g a r  was t h e  o n l y  o n e  o u t  of b e d .  S h e  a l s o  p a r a l l e l s  S a n d r a ' s  

claim t h a t  she could not l a u g h ,  " m u s t n ' t * * ,  b e c a u s e  l a u g h i n g  
- - 

pulled h e r  stitches. u i t h  R a q a r r s  s i m i l a r  claim t o  b e - q l c r a z y * *  

because i n  l a u g h i n g  s h e  could do h e r s e l f  vtsome i n j u r y o n  Later ,  

H a g a r  a n d  S a n d r a  t o g e t h e r  feel t h e  mater ia l  o f  S a n d r a ' s  b l u e  

silk b r o c a d e  h o u s e c o a t ,  s h a r i n g  i n  t h e  beauty of t h e  e m b r o i d e r y :  
u 

"red and g o l d ,  c r y s a n t h e m u n s  a n d  i n t r i c a t e  t e a p l e s . "  T h e  t w o  
I 

a l s o  s h a r e  t h e  c o l o g n e  S a n d r a ' s  mother b r o u g h t  h e r ,  Hagar e v e n  
---- 

a s s i m i l a t e s  S a n d r a t s  s l a n g y  te ras :  h a v e  t o  smile a t  a y s e l f ,  

I've n e v e r  used t h a t  word b s f o r e  i n  my l i f e .  Qkpp -- qgy - s u c h  

s l a n g y  v o r d s , . . , T h e y  mark a personon303 

T h r o u g h  the bond  b e t w e e n  H a g a r  a n d  S a n d r a ,  L a u r e n c e  s h o w s  

the way b r i d g e s  c a n  b e  b u i l t  b e t w e e n  t h e  two r a c e s ,  A l t h o u g h  

Hagar n e v e r  l e a r n s  much a b o u t  S a n d r a ' s  f a m i l y  o r  b a c k g r o u n d  or  

way of l i f e ,  t h e  t w o  women h a v e  a t  l e a s t  b e g u n  t o  s h a r e  

themselves with each other, Laurence is aware of t h e  h i s t b r y  of 



- 
-- - - - - - - - -- 

- 
- -  - 

t h e  C h i n e s e  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  a c c u s e  

or excuse anyone, She  c h o o s e s  t o  r e l a t e  a g r u e s o m e  s t o r y  a b o u t  a 

C a n c a s i a n , w h o  smuggled  i n  Oriental w i v e s  a t  a time when C h i n e s e  

wosien uere " f o r b i d d e n n :  h e  charged " h u g e  sums f o r  t h e  passage," 

and packed t h e  women " l i k e  t i n n e d  s h r i m p  i n  t h e  l o v e r  h o l d ,  a n d  

if t h e  Isnigration sen s c e n t e d  t h e  hoax, t h e  false bottom was 

levered open, an& t h e  women p l u m ~ e t e d . "  L a u r e n c e  r e l a t e s  t h i s  
- - 

story f a c t u a l l y  and  uithout ~ e n s a t i o n a l i s m . ~ * *  S h e  s h o w s  c l e a r l y  

b o t h  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  "knew t h e  c h a n c e  t h e y  took when t h e y  

b e g a n n  a n d  t h a t  t h e  C a u c a s i s n  c o u l d  not be b l a m e d  far being 
- --- 

<e 'en i&rpr i s ing :  n u ~ ~  cot119 h e l p  i t ? "  

-:Eoth Newton and L a u r e n c e ,  a n d  B o w e r i n g  f o r  t h a t  a a t t e r ,  a r e  

p r o d u c t s  of t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  t h a t  grew u p  a f t e r  t h e  E x c l u s i o n  Act, 

a n d  h a v e  b e e n  e x p o s e 3  t o  a much d i f f e r e n t  atmosphere t h a n  t h a t  
/' 

e x i s t i n g  a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y .  W h e r e a s  e v e n  n o v e l i s t s  l i k e  

A u d r e y  A l e x a n d e r  B r o u n ,  
-- - S C 1 ~  

- 

S u l l i v a n  w o u l d  h a v e  S e e n  exposed t o  some e r t e n t  to the e a r l y  

a n t i - C h i n e s e  sentirents p r e v a l e n t  i n  British C o l u a b i a ,  H e w t o n  

and L a u r e n c 9  g r e w  up i n  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  t h a t  n o  l o n g e r  p u b l i c a l l y  

r e g a r d e d  C h i n e s e  a s  a t h r e a t ;  they c o u l d  a f f o r d  to a c c e p t  

C h i n e s e ,  d e f e n d  Chinese, a n d  e w e n  c r i t i c i z e  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  

C h i n e s e ,  T h e  Holocaast by Hitler w h i c h  made racism a shameful 3 
word f u r t h e r  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e i r  attitude, T h e  l a c k  of p r e j u d i c s  i n  

t h e i r  novels is therefore not s a p r i s i n g ,  



A l t h o u g h  t h e  years a f t e r  t h e  E x c l u s i o n  Act saw t h e  
C 

b e g i n n i n g s  o f  a m o v e a e n t  away from r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e  a-nd 

s t e r e o t y p i n g ,  n o  a u t h o r  e x c e p t  E t h e l  W i l s o n  s t a n d s  a s  an 

a n t i t h e s i s  t o  G l y n n - Y a r d ,  the c h a m p i o n  o t h e  a n t i - C h i n e s e  camp. N 
Krs, Wilson l i v e d  through t h e  p r e - E x c l u s i o n  Act y e a r s  o f  - 

v e h e m e n t  a n t i - C h i n e s e  sentiaents and r i o t s ,  and d i e d  o n l y  i n  

1900. S h e  forms, t h e r e f o r e ,  the bridge b e t w e e n  t h e  o l d e r  

g e n e r a t i o n  of writers .before 1 9 4 6  and t h e  new writers a f t e r  t h e  
- - - 

- 

s e c o n d  w o r l d  war. Y i l s o n  i s  a w a r e  of t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s  a n d  

c o n s c i o o s l y  breaks every o n e  of t h e n ;  h e r  t h r e e  n o v e l s  and two 

n o v e l f a s  w h i c h  r e f e r  t o  C h i n e s e  t o g e t h e r  g i v e  a c o n s i s t e n t l y  

p o s i t i v e  image, 

I n  Swam& a n g e l ,  Y i l s o n  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  of t h e  

protagorrkst, f f z r q g i ; ~ l q d ,  rhrlt ~ m i r r g ~ c ~ h i n r s e  marc 

" Y h a t  c a l l e d  h i m  there? Y h a t  were h i s  t h o u g h t s ?  Uho were h i s  

f r i e n d s ?  HOW d i d  h e  l i v e ?  ~ Y d t  were his h o p e s l n 3 0 s  ~ i l s o n  is t h e  

first B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  a u t h o r  t o  create  a C a u c a s i a n  c h a r a c t a r  

s y ~ p a t h e t i c  e n o u g h  t o  l o n g  n p a s s i o n a t e l y n  t o  know t h e  w o r k i n g s  

o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  a i n d .  Even l e d  C o r b e t t  i n  P h i l l i p s - W o l l e y ' s  Gold- 

qa& g a r i b q g l  does n o t  s e e k  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  r e a s o n i n g  b e h i n d  

Pbonls t h i n k i n g ,  T h e  q u e s t i o n s  H a g g i e  a s k s  s h o w  a d e s i r e  t o  know 

Chinese a s  human b e i n g s ,  n o t  just a s  s t e r e o t y p e s .  Host a u t h o r s  

g i l s o n ,  E t h e l ,  2 ~ s  _angel, ( T o r o n t o :  H c C l e l l a n d  a n d  Stewart 
Limited, l 9 6 2 ) ,  p.25. 



- - - - - - - - ---- - - - - -- - 
- 

- - - - 

a r e  c o n t e n t  t o  r&ord t h a t  C h i n e s e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t :  Y i l s o a ,  
-- -- 

h o u e v b r ,  g o e s  b e y o n d  mere a c k n o w l e d g m e n t .  n a g g i e  t a k e s  t h e  f i r s t  

s t e p  towards  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  ~ h i n e s e  i n  h e r  d e s i r e  to, know t h e m .  

M i l s o n a s  c h o i c e  of a n  "old C h i n a s a n "  a s  t h e  o b j e c t  of w o n d e r  i s  

n o t  a c c i d e n t a l ,  An o l d  C h i n a m a n  w o u l d  h a v e  l i v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

e a r l y  y e a r s  of r a c i a l  d i s c r i a i n a t i o n .  H i s  t h o u g h t s , ' f e e l i n g s  and  

h o p e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  will h a v e  b e e n  s h a p e d  b y  his r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  

t r e a t a e n t  C h i n e s e  h a v e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  r e c e i v e d  i n  B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a .  

A l t h o u g h  Yaggie " p a s s i o n a t e l y  l o n g e d  t o  knowf1 t h e  C h i n e s e  

t h i n k i n g ,  b e l i e f  a n d  way o f  l i f e ,  s h e  does  n o t  make  an e f f o r t  t o -  

know Angus Q u o n g  b e t t e r  w h e n  h e  w o r k s  f o r  h e r .  Y i l s o n  shovs 

E a g g i e  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  a t  t h e  l a k e :  Vera, Halder, 

C o r d e r ,  e v e n  l i t t l e  A l a n .  T o  Angus, h o w e v e r ,  U a q g i e  o n l y  g i v e s  

o r d e r s  f o r  j o b s  w h i c h  n e e d  d o i n g ,  She  does n o t  q u e s t i o n  h i m  -* 

L 

a b o u t  h i s  f a a i l y ,  asb,him a b o ~ t  his a s p i r a t i o n s  or_qy_ery i n t o -  
- - - - - - - - - - - 

h i s  t h o u g h t s .  T h i s  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  is  a f l a w  i n  t h e  a u t h o r ;  

h o u b e i t  t h e  error does n o t  n e g a t e  U i l s o n * s  d e s i r e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e  C h i n e s e ,  a d e s i r e  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  b y  h e r  w r i t i n g  as a w h o l e .  

Y i l s o n  d e v o t e s  a n  e n t i r e  c h a p t e r  o f  Swadp an%& t o  

d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  Quong home a n d  f a a i l y .  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a p t e r  is 

n o t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  the p l o t .  B a g g i e r s  c o n t e a p l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

t ax i -cab  g i v e  s u f f i c i e n t  background t o  e x p l a i n  J o e y  Quong:  a n  
- - - - 

i n t r o d u c t i o n  h A n g u s ,  Joey*s b r o t h e r ,  does  n o t  n e c e s s i t a t e  

chapter cziqht, i ? r r t k r m r e - f i k e  manypS€her p a s s a g e s  i n  the 

novel t h e  c h a p t e r  is not from Haggie's p o i n t  of v i e w :  n a g g i e  



c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  P u o n g  b e d r o o m ,  o r  t h e  n i g h t  scene 
- _ _ - _ - --- 

when  t h e  c h i l d r e n  change i h i f t s ,  or t h e  f a m i l y  d i s c u s s i o n  of h e r  

b u s i n e s s  p r o p o s i t i o n  t o  J o e y .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  W i l s o n  s p e a k i n g :  

i t  i s  a n  a u t h o r i a l  i n t r u s i o n  t o  s h a t t e r  t h e  n o t i o n  of C h i n e s e  a s  

v i o l e n t ,  h e a t h e n  and  o p i u m - s m o k i n g .  

H i l s o n m s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  Q u o n g  l i v i n g  qua ; t e r s  is 
I .  - 

a c c u r a t e  a n d  f ree frow c o n d e m n a t i o n . I n  c o n t r a s t  to_ t h e p h r a s e  

I v f i l t h  a n d  u n b e a r a b l e  o d o u r ~ , ~ ~  i i i l s o n a s  p h r a s e o l o g y  is  n e u t r a l  

a n d  f a c t u a l :  ' ? T h e r e  u a s  n o t  much l i g h t  a n d  n o t  much a i r S m 3 * 6  

W h e r e a s  t h e  V ic to r i a  C g L q p i s t  g r a p h i c a l l y  d e s c r i b e s  C h i n e s e  -- 

l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  a s  "'mere c u b b y  h o l e s *  w h e r e  ' t h e  C e l e s t i a l ~  

p a c k  t h e m s e l v e s  a t  n i g h t  l i k e  h e r r i n g  o n  a  latter,'^ W i l s o n  

s i m p l y  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h a t  " i n  f a c t  some of t h z  r o o m s  were n o t  

e n t i r e  rooms b u t  h a d  b e e n  d i v i d e d  b y  p a r t i t i o n s . . . . T h i s  d o e s  n o t  
.%* 

s o u n d  v e r y  p l e a s a n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  l i v e d  

o n  t o  say, " A c t u a l l y  i t  was v e E y  p l e a s a n t  i n d e e d . "  P a r t i t i o n s  

a r e  n e c e s s a r y  " f o r  p u r p o s e s  of v i s u a l  p r i v a c y "  a n d  a r e  e v e n  a n  

a d v a n t a g e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  k e e p  t h e  f a m i l y  c l o s e l y  k n i t :  " t h e  H o t h e r  

n e v e r  f a i l e d  t o  be v a g u e l y  a w a r e  of w h a t  was g o i n g  o n  a m o n g  h e r  

~ h i l d r e n , ~ '  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e s e  p a r t i t i o n s  were 

" v a r n i s h e d  t o  a l i g h t  y e l l o w i s h  c o l o u r  w h i c h  l o o k e d  s t i c k y , "  

W i l s o n  s t a t e s  d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  i t  n u a s  n o t w  s t i c k y .  

H i l s o n  c o n s c i o u s l y  re jec ts  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i d e a  o f  t h e  
_ - - - - 

shrivelled o l d  C h i b a a a n  r u n n i n g  a s l e e z y ,  ' smoky o p i u m  d e n .  Joe ------------------ 



Q u o n g t s  b o p s  "had o f t e n  b e e n  a p p r o a c h e d  by d o p e  p e d d l e r s  a n d  
- 

c o u l d  have  a a d e  a l o t  o f  money i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  now t h e  

peddlers d i d  n o t  a p p r o a c h  them u n l e s s  t h e y  were new t o  t h e  

p l a c e ,  I t  was u e l l - k n o w n  t h a t  Joe would  t a k e  t h e  h i d e  o f f  o f  h i s  

b o y s ,  i f  t h e y  h a d  a i r  t r u c k  w i t h  t h o s e  p e d d l e r s ,  a n d .  anyway. 

t h e  b o p s  d e s p i s e d  t h e m . m 3 0 7  T h e  Q u o n g  b o y s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  

h e a l t h y ,  y o u n g  a n d  c l e a n .  i i i l s o n  h a s  n o  t h e m a t i c  r e a s o n  f o r  
- 

i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  passage; t h e  p l o t  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  

d o p e - p e d d l e r s .  T h i s  s h o r t  p a r a g r a p h  r e m a i n s  a s  p 3 r t  of t h e  t e x t  

s i n p l y  b e c a u s e  Y i l s o n  w a n t s  t o  d i s p e l 1  t h e  s t e r e o t ~ p e .  W i l s o n  
- - -  - - 

d o e s  n o t  p r e t e n d  t h a t  n o  C h i n e s e  d r u g  p u s h e r s  e x i s t :  w h a t  s h e  

c l e a r l y  d o e s  s h o w  is t h a t  n o t  a l l  C h i n e s e  are d r u g  pushers or  

d r u g  u s e r s .  

Y i l s o n  b r e a k s  y e t  a n o t h e r  s t e r e o t y p e  i n  S q q q ~  qr~gge. J o e y  

t e l l s  h i s  f a t h e r  a b o u t  H a g g i e r s  b u s i n e s s  p r o p o s i t i o n  a n d  " t h e y  

b o t h  -- t h o u q h t  i t  was p r e t t y  f ~ n a y . ~ ~ ~ o ~ T h e ~ c a c t c  w i t i r ,  

nThat was an a w f u l  woman a n d  J o e y  was  n o t  t o  have  a n y t h i n g  e v e r  

t o  do  w i t h  h e h  o u t  t o  get y o u n g  boys l i k e  t h a t .  B u t  b o t h  J o e  

a n d  J o e y  s a i d  Ho. s h e  was n o t  t h a t  k i n d  o f  p e r s a n  a t  a l l .  s h e  

uas a lovely woman, b u t  still t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  it." 

Y i l s o n  r e v e r s e s  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e ,  H o s t  n o v e l i s t s  write from t h e  

C a u c a s i a n  p o i n t  of v i e w ,  e c h o i n - g  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  of C h i n e s e  a s  

k i d n a p p e r s  of y o u t h s ,  l u r i n g  them i n t o  i m m o r a l i t y  and vice. 

nilson, h o w e v e r ,  writes from t h e  C h i n e s e  point of v i e w ,  She 



s h o w s  t h a t  C h i n e s e  too h a v e  t h e i r  fears and m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  and 
- - - - - -- -- - -- 

s t e r e o t y p e s  of w h i t e s ,  a n d  she r i d i c u l e s  B r i t i s h  C o l u a b i a n s *  own 
LI 

% f e a r s  b y  s h o w i n g  how f o o l i s h  these v e r y  f e a r s  a r e  when a p p l i e d  

t o  t h e t a  i n s t e a d  of to. C h i n e s e ,  

W i l s o n  r e v e r s e s  a l s o  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  o f  t h e  d i r t y  ' l a u n d r y m a n .  in g& i n n o c e n &  tgavel&fg, when Rose p r e p a r e s  t o  

i r o n  h e r  b l o u s e s ,  "she raised each- i r o n  -in t u r n  to h e r  cheek to 

tes t  t h e  heat, b u t  s h e  c o u l d  n o t  t e l l ,  So s h e  s p a t  o n  t h e  i r o n ,  

a d e l i c a t e  s p i t ,  sizzle, s i z z l e ,  t h a t  t o l d  h e r  e x a c t l y  how h o t  : 
the i r o n  was,n309 T h i s  a c t i o n  - n a l m a y % ' e n r a g e d  Yowon idhen Rosi? 

s p a t  u p o n  h i s  irons, h e  roared "no S p i t t p  I r o n ! "  i n  s u c h - a  

m e n a c i n g  way t h a t  Rose was q u i t e  f r i g h t e n e d ,  W i l s o n  writes t h a t  

Hthis mas q u e e r  of Y o w ,  b e c a u s e  i t  is well known t h a t  his 

c o m p a t r i o t s  i n  t h e  f a u n d r y  business were n o t  so f i n i c k y . " 3 t o  You 

is clean; n o t  a l l  Chinese are dirty. The  p u r p o s e l y  vague p h r a s e  

Ttis u e l i k n o w n  t h X w  e m p h a s i z e s  row's r e a l i t y  i n  --t~ast  t o  

t h e  e l u s i v e  s t e r e o t y p e ,  W i l s o n  p a r a l l e l s  Rose w i t h  IOU's 

c o a p s t r i o t s :  t h e y  a l l  test  t h e i r  i r p n s  by  s p i t t i n g  on t h e w ,  

Rose's i n n o c e n t  a n d  l a u g h a b l e  d e f i a n c e  o f  You b r e a k s  t h e  

s t e r e o t y p e  o f  d i r t y  l a u n d r y m e n :  t h e i r  a c t i o n s ,  t o o ,  are d o n e  i n  

i n n o c e n c e  a n d  n e c e s s i t y ,  

U i l s o n s s  depicting 6f t h e  way C h i n e s e  s p e a k  E n g l i s h  i s  a 
. . 

g r e a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  on previous a u t h o r s  u h o  p r e s e n t  t h e  "uantee  
- -  - 



- - - - - - - - - - 

n a s h e e  l a u n d f e e n  s t e r e o t y p e ,  A l t h o u g h  her o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  

asttrte, ker ~ x x z r L r r L s - C a l u a ~ s  correct, ' p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  

she does n o t  understand t h e  C h i n e s e  language , 'd id  n o t  knov any 

C h i n e s e  s o c i a l l y  a a d , d i d  n o t  knov t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  Chinese speech 

b e i n g  t h e  way it is, Severtheless, l i i l s o n l s  ea r  f o r  r h y t h m ,  

t a l e n t  f o r  m i m i c r y  and  memory fo r  t h e  way w o r d s  would, s o u a d  h e l p  

h e r  c a p t u r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  t h e  essence o f  Chinese s p e e c h ,  
- - - 

The C h i n e s e  structure sentences d i f  f e r a a t l y  from t h e  

English, The Chinese l a n g u a g e  h a s  n o  tenses, o n l y  verbs a n d  a n  

i n d i c a t i o n  of tine w i t h  verb l i k e  n y e s t e r d a y n ,  " t o d a y m  or 
- - 

- - 

ntomorrow". Yilson is t h e r e f o r e  correct  when s h e  h a s  Yov s a y  

"111 t i a e  wash  4ish Laby f o w k + s l  h o u s e t s ,  u s i n g  the s i m p l e  

p r e s e n t  tense m w a s b n  instead of t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  tanse "vashingmM 

L i k e  aost C b i n e s e  n o t  e d u c a t e d  i n  English, You s t r u c t u r e s  his 

s e n t e n c e  i n  Chinese before t r a n s l a t i n g  l i t e r a l l y  into English; 

t e n s e s  do  n o t  e x i s t  f o r  Y a w ,  Chinese a l s o  aake n o  3 i s t i n c t i o n  
-- 

b e t u e e n  s a l e  a n d  female i n  s e c o n d  p e r s o n  speech, I n s t e a d  of 

distinguishing among "Beu, *shem a n d  " i t n  , Chinese have an 

asexual word t r a n s l a t e d  a s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  wheRm You refers t o  

Aunt Topaz a s  " H e  c l a z y u ;  a bicycle i s  " H e  A s e r i c a n  u h e e l m ;  

You's C h i n e s e  f r i e n d  cosrents of the b i c y c l e  that -He look a l l  

same lady w h e e l , *  3 x 1  F u r t h e r ,  C h i n e s e  30 n o t  indicate p l u r a l i t y  

by *us* ,  n t w 3  d o l l a r i  is without *st. 3 8 2  IOU t e l l s  Fooey, "Three 



- - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - - - - -- --- - 
- - -- - 

housetai3 n u r s e ,  T h r e e  b r e a k f a s t .  ' T h r e e  ltirGch.. , T h r e e - & i n n e r n :  

has no * r t s  Therefore Cantonese s p e s k i n g  C h i n e s e  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  

p r o n o u n c i n g  mrr, gong i n  liiu QgglpJ says  R L u s h n  for n R u s s i a n :  
2 

n ~ e r y m  becomes artaf Ifw. 3' 

B e c a u s e  Wilson depends o n l y  on her menory, her 

representation of Chinese s p e e c h  is  s o m e t i m e s  i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  B o t h  

rooey i ad You s a y  uprocentn f o r  "percentw, Had W k l s o n  been 

accyrste  t h e  Orr v o u l d  h s v e  b e e n  d r o p p e d :  t g p o c e n t w ,  S i m i l a r l y ,  

M i l s o n  is n o t  consistent i n  u s i n g  t * d o l l a r m  f o r  t h e  p l u r a l :  a t  
-- - - - -- - - 

t i ~ e s  she l a p s e s  i n t o  "f i f  t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s t *  a n d  " f o r t y - f i v e  

dol lars ,**  3'5 I n  any case, * 8 d o l l a r n  s h o u l d  b e  w i t h o u t  t h e  * r e ;  a 

possible substitution is n d o l l a h m ,  W i l s o n  h a s  You s a y  m v e l l y n  i n  

some places; a t  others, Tow says n w e l l y n .  The Chinese tongue .has 

n o  difficulty p r o n o u n c i n g  "vn: You h a s  n o  r e a s o n  to s w i t ~ h  from .. 

Sometimes H i l s o n  is ambiguous, I n  l&&Q PeEE&.&, g o n g  Says 

=crazg. B O ~  "CI~ZJ~. nilson i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Hung can s p e a k -  

correct E n g l i s h :  h e  "still spoke perversely among t h e  risen 

geberation t h e  kind of English t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  spoke." 316  T h e  
T 6 

s l i p  c o u l d  therefore be Yonges, H o w e v e r ,  t h e  slip coult also be 



-- - - 

U i l s o n * ~ ,  not a l l  of t h e  errors a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  U i l s o n t s ,  
# 

 thou^ I n - U n r v e r s i t y  o t  Brrtlsh C o l u m b i a  S p e c i a l  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  

the sanascr ip t  of _T& hcent trav:l& r e a d s  *Fie f e l y  g o o d  .. - 
cook."  The p u b l i s h e d  v e r s i o n  p r i n t s  HHe v e r y  good  c o o k e n 3 1 7  

a i l s o n  c o u l d  c o n c e i v a b l y  have r e q u e s t e d  t h e  c h a n g e  h e r s e l f ;  more 

l i k e l y  t h o u g h ,  the change was a n  e r r o r  b y  t h e  e d i t o r  o r  t h e  

t y p e s e t t e r .  
- - -- -- - - 

I - 
A l t h o u g h  novelists f ike Frederick-  H i v e n  have written 

o b j e c t ~ r e l y  a b o u t  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  C h i n e s e  s h o p ,  s h o v i n g  i t s  

i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  e x o t i c  e l e m e n t s ,  n o  a u t h o r  h a s  p o r t r a y e d  
- - - -- - - - - - -- -- - - 

C h i n a t o v n  a s  o t h e r  t h a n  r i d d l e d  w i t h  d i r t y  o p i u m  d e n s  d n d  

g a m b l i n g  j o i n t s  i n h a b i t e d  b y  u n d e s i r a b l e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  I n  
a 

c o n t r a s t ,  Y i l s o n  writes that when H a g g i e  "saw t h e  names Gum 

Yuen,  foo Iloy, Jim S i n g ,  Hop Wong, .Shu Leong ,  , , t h o s e  s y l l a b l e s  

r a v i s h e d  h e r  a s  w i t h  s c e n t s  a n d  s p u n d s  o f  unknown l i v e s  a n d  f a r  

p l a c e s e n  3 1 8  D u r i n g  her trips t o  C h i n a t o w n  f laggie  H s m e l l e d  t h e  
-- - - - - -- -- 

s a e l l :  f e l t  t h e  l u r e  i n  the a i r ;  b o u g h t  t h e  smal les t  of t h e  
* 

p e a c o c k  feather f a n s ;  f i n g e r e d  a n d  r e s i s t e d  t h e  b o w l s  of y e l l o w ,  

of g r e e n ,  of b l u e  r i c e - c h i n a :  t h e n  f i n g e r e d  a n d  b o u g h t  o n e  smal l  

s i x - s i d e d  y e l l o v  bowl, It  s e e n e d  t o  h e r  t h a t  s h e  h e l d  i n  h e r  

h a n d  a l l  b e a u t y  i n  a cheap y e l l o w  Chinese b 0 u l , ~ 3 z *  These 

p a s s a g e s  r e v e a l  more a b o u t  Haggie's r e a c t i o n  t o  C h i n a t o w n  t h a n  



a n  i m p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  from a l l  p r e v i o u s  w o r k s  i n  t h a t  H a g g i e  
- - -- - - -- - - 

p e r c e i v e s  C h i n a t o w n  n o t  w i t h  b i a s e d  p r e j u d i c e ,  n o r  e v e n  mere 

o b j e c t i v i t y ,  b u t  w i t h  a n  o p e n n e s s  t h a t  a l lows  h e r  t o  r e c o g n i z e  

b e a u t y  even i n  a c h e a p  b o w l  a n d  a p e a c o c k  f e a t h e r  f a n .  I n d e e d ,  
cB 

t h e i r  s i m p l e  is s o  c a p t i v a t i n g  t h a t  H a g g i e B s  a t t e m p t s  t o  

resist t h e  o f  o w n i n g  t h e m  g o e s  t o  n o  a v a i l .  S h e  d o e s  

n o t  e v e n  a t t e m p t  t o  r es i s t  b u y i n g  a p e a c o c k  f e a t h e r  fan, t h o u g h  

s h e  w a n a g e s  t o  f i n d  e n o u g h  r e s t r a i n t  t o  c h o o s e  o n l y  t h e  

smal les t .  T h e  e x o t i c  smells a r e  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  i n t e r e s t i n g ;  t h e y  

H l u r e w  h e r .  T h e  C h i n e s e  - n a m e s  a re  n o t  j u s t  d i f f e r e n t ;  t h e y  - -  -- 

A 

r a v i s h  h e r .  

I n  " L i l l y B s  S t o r y T g ,  C h i n a t o w n  co&-sists o f  " s e v e r a l  s t a l e  
3 

and d a r k  p a s s a g e s . "  G a m b l i n g  rooms a r e  * * f u l l  of v e r y  p o t e n t  

c i g a r e t t e  smoke  a n d  o t h e r  smells w h i c h  a n n o u n c e d  a d i f f e r e n t  

world,  a  C h i n e s e  w o r l d n ;  T h e  r o o B  w a s  c r o w d e d  w i t h  g r o u p e d  

- e h ~ r e n ~ ~ - - c p o ~ ~ s e e t h - & t - h ~ o ~ p h ~ t ~ e ~ s ~ m ~ o ~ e ,  c l  u s  t e r e d  a r  ou n  d - 
t a b l e s ,  s q u a t t e d  u p o n  t h e  f l o o r ,  a l l  t a l k i n g  l o u d l y  i n  ~ h i n e s e  

s h o r t h a n d . , , . S h a n g h a i  A l l e y  was r i d d l e d  - d a r k l y  w i t h  g a m b l i n g .  

d e n s ,  o n e  much l i k e  t h e  l a s t ,  a l l  s m e l l i n g  v i l e l y  of some k i n d  

of smoke ,  a l l  r e s o u n d i n g  loudly w i t h  voices c l a c k i n g  l i k e  

t y p e w r i t e r s  (much a r g ~ m e n t ) . . , , ~  3 2 0  # i l s o n a s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  

f a c t u a l :  t h e y  p r e s e n t  C h i n a t o w n  a s  i t  is w i t h o u t  r o a a n t i c i s m  o r  

c o n d e m n a t i o n .  T h e  metaphor " c l a c k i n g  l i k e  t y p e w r i t e r s t B  carries 
- - - - 

n o  e m o t i o n a l  v a l u e ;  t h e  v i l e  Smells are o n l y  t h a t  o f  c i g a r e t t e  



U i l s o n  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  C h i n a t o w n  is I*a d i f f e r e n t  wor ld ,  a 
- - - --- 

C h i n e s e  w o r l d H ;  , & h e r e f o r e ,  white customs a n d  v a l u e s  c a n n o t  

a p p l y . 3 2 1  k l t h o u g h  s h e  c a n n o t  h e l p  t h i s k i n g  t h a t  g a m b l i n g  r o o m s  

a re  "no  p l a c e  i n  w h i c h  t o  spend t h e  n i g h t , "  s h e  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  

H t h a t  is what You did f o r  c h o i ~ e . * ~ 3 2 2  W i l s o n  is c a r e f u l  t o  s t a t e  

t h a t  Yow spends t h e  n i g h t  n l o s i n g  a l i t t l e  o r  w i n n i n g  a l i t t l e  

f r o m  h i s  cronies ( n o  b i g  s t u f f ) . "  J u s t  a s  t h e  f a m i l y  h e  s e r v e s  
- - 

s l e e p s  ~ b l a m e f c s s l y  i n  silent roomsn Pow's f a n - t a n  g a m e s  a r e  

b l a m e l e s s :  p l a y e d  a m o n g s t  c r o n i e s ,  no b i g  s t u f f .  U i l s o n  

c o n c l u d e s  t h i s  p a s s a g e  w i t h  t h e  r e a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  b a d - t e m p e r e d  a s  
- - 

- -- 
- - - - - - - - - 

3 

h e  m i g h t  be, You, a f t e r  a l l ,  " d i d  n o t  drink." W i l s o n s s  p o i n t  is  

e x p l i c i t :  j u s t  a s  w h i t e  s o c i e t y  h a s  its own c u s t o m s ,  s o  t o o  does 

t h e  C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y .  When n i g h t  f a l l s ,  YowJs n r e a l  l i f e  now 

b e g a n ,  a n d  t h e  i n n o c e n t  H a s t i n g s  family were l e f t  t o  t h e i r  s i l l y  

a n d  ~ p s t e r i o u s  0 c c u p a t i o n s . ~ 3 ? 3  W i l s o n ' s  t o n e  h e r e  i s  
* 

]touts m y s t e r i o u s  n i g h t l y  d i s a p p e a r a n c e s  a n d  h i s  g a m b l i n g ;  i n  

Pow's eyes ,  h o w e v e r ,  his j o b  a t  t h e  H a s t i n g s  h o u s e h o l d  i s  b u t  a 

means of e a r n i n g  money. H i s  r ea l  l i f e  b e g i n s  when h e  e n t e r s  

china tow^, Here a r e  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  this is t h e  time when h e  c a n  

speak h i s  own l a n g u a g e  a n d  s a r e  h i s  t h o u g h t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  w i t h  P 
other  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  ~ h i n e s %  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  h o u r s  when h e  r e l a x e s  

rgd a n d  h a s  his i q n o c e n t  f of g a m b l i n g  f o r  small s t a k e s a f  T o  You, 



t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the R a s t i n g s  a r e  i n d e e d  s i l l y  a n d  
- --- 

i n c o a p r e h e n s i b l e .  W i l s o n  c o n d e n s e s  t h i s  t h o u g h t  i n  h e r  s t a t e m e n t  

t h a t  " t h e  t u o  r a c e s  h a d  a l w a y s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  o r  believe i n  each  

o t h e r  a c r o s s  a g r e a t  a r e a  o f  f o g - l i k e  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  

B e s i d e s  b r e a k i n g  s t e r e a t y p e s ,  W i l s o n  a l s o  g i v e s  a n  

a u t h e n t i c  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h m h i n e s e  way of l i f e .  Er. Q u o n g t s  t a x i  

o f f i c e  is  "a s o r t  o f  smal l  a n d  c r o w d e d  s o c i a l  c l u b  w h e r e  p e o p l e  

spent t h e i r  time t a l k i n g .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e r e  was  much a r g u m e n t .  

Some nentbers of the c 2 u B  d r i f t e d  i n  a n d  stayed there a l l  day, -- - -  - 
saying n o t h i n g .  T h e y  t h e n  went away s o m e w h e r e ,  and n o  one kn2w 

w h a t  t h e y  t h o u g h t ,  i f  t h e y  t h o u g h t ,  o r  w h e r e  t h e y  w e n t ,  a n d  n o  

o n e  ~ a r e d , ~ # 3 2 S  W i l s o n  is  r a r e  i n  h e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  C h i n e s e  way o f  

l i f e .  T h e  p a s s a g e  is a n  a u t h e n t i c  a n d  a c c u r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

t h e  o p e n n e s s  a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  of most C h i n e s e  s h o p - h o u s e s ,  i n d e e d  
- - - - - -- - - -- -- - - -- - 

of t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  e x i s t i n g  i n  most ~ h i n e s e  h o s e s .  W e i g h b o u r s  d o  

w a l k  i n  a n d  o u t  of e a c h  o t h e r ' s  homes, s t a y i n g  t o  t a l k  o r  j u s t  

s i t t i n g  a r o u n d  i n  s i l e n c e  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  w i s h ,  Y i l s o n * ~  
\ - 

d e s c r i p t i o n  is n o  s t e r e o t y p e  b u t  a r e f l e c t i o n  of r e a l i t y . ,  

However ,  B i l s o n  makes  a s l i p  i n  h e r  c o n c l u d i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e  

w i t h  "no o n e  c a r e d . "  N e i g h b o u r s  i n  t h i s  k i n d  o f  c o m a u n i t y  are 

c o n c e r n e d ,  a n d  t h e  c o m i n g s  a n d  g o i n g s  of n e i g h b o u r s  a r e  o f t e n  
* 

discussed w i t h i n  f a i i l i e s .  Y i l s o n  h e r s e l f  d e s c r i b e s  i n  a l a t e r  - - -  



p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  J o e y :  " T h e  res t  of  t h e  family s o o n  knew w h a t  

t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  h a d  s a i d ,  because a l l  t h e  b is h a d  e x p e r i e n c e s  of h 
o n e  k i n d  a n d  a n o - t h e r  and e v e r y t h i n g  was & c u s s e d . n 3 2 6  

S i a i l a r l g ,  a l t h o u g h  Br. Q u o n g ' s  f r i e n d s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  l e f t  t o  

come and g o ,  t o  t a l k  o r  r e m a i n  s i l e n t  a s  t h e y  w i s h e d ,  a n y  

a b s e n c e  of a r e g u l a r  v i s i t o r  o r  s i l e n c e  b y  a h a b i t u a l  g a b b e r  . 
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  noted w i t h - c o n c e r n .  - 

Yilson is t h e  o n l y  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  a u t h o r  t o  defer  t o  

C h r i s t i a n  C h i n e s e ,  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  C h r i s t i a n  C h i n e s e  i n  

British C o l u m b i a  s i n c e  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r r ,  t h e  s t e r e o t F p e  
- C 

C h i n e s e  i s  a h e a t h e n  w i t h  e v i l  h a b i t s ,  f o o l i s h  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  a @  
- 

no f a i t h .  W i l s o n  breaks t h i s  s t e r e o t y p e  w i t h  her r e f e r e n c e  i n  

Swamp p g q e l  t o  n o t  j u s t  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  C h i n e s e  b e l i e v e r  b u t  t o  a ---- 
t h r i v i n g  a n d  l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  c h u r c h :  t h e  " b l a c k  u p r d s w  o n  t h e  

sign o u t s i d e  the c h u r c h  a r e  a l r e a d y  turning g r e y  a n d  t h e  b o a r d  
k 

i,s n ~ & k ~ ~ ~ m t ? - ~ e c t i r f s € t t d i d t  II e y see-Ffor e t h X - -  

Mas C h r i s t  a  C h i n a m a n ,  a J e u ,  a C h r i s t i a n ?  He u a s  still c h r i s t e n  

Y i l s o n l s  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  J e s u s  is s t i l l  C h r i s t  w h e t h e r  t h e  

w o r s h i p p e r  is w h i t e  o r  y e l l o w  p u t s  C h i n e s e  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  same 

c a m p  a s  ~ d u c a s i a n  b e l i e v e r s :  a l l  a r e  s i n f u l  men s a v e d  t h r o u g h '  

t h e  g r a c e  o f  A l m i g h t y  God, 

L i k e  Evah !•÷cKowan, W i l s o n  p r e s e n t s  a h u m a n l y  c o n p l e x  

C h i n e s e  c h a r a c t e r :  Yov, t h e  c o o k  i n  w L i l l y g s  S t o r y n ,  On a 

s u p e r f i c i a l  reading, R i l s o n  seems t o  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e ,  



d r o o p  o f  one eyelid w h i c h .  added c y n i c i s l a  t o  h i s  a l r e a d y  

d i s i l l u s i o n e d  f a c e , , . . H e  w a l k e d  w i t h  a p r o u d  a n d  s w a g g e r i n g  

g a i t .  H i s  l o o k  was d e r i s i v e . " 3 2 8  Y i l s o n a s  s h o r t  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 

Y o w a s  h i s t o r y  i n '  h i n a  seems t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  s t e r e o t y p i c a l  e v i l  i n a t u r e  a p p a r e n t l y  i n d i c a t e d  b y  Y o w a s  p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e .  H e  

a d a i t t e d  t h a t  i n  C h i n a  * # h e  h a d  k i l l e d  two men, o n e  s l o w l y ,  o n e  

q u i c k l y "  and t h a t  h e  h i m s e l f  h a d  w l * b e a t e n  t o  w i t h i n  a n  i n c h  

of h i s  l i f e . " 3 2 9  You .is a p p a r e n t l y  a c r o o k ;  h e  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  
- 

~ u r b e r  a n ?  seeas  t o  d e l i g h t  i n  this fact, low c e r t a i n l y  seems t o  

h a v e  n e i t h e r  morals  n o r  a sense of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  He d o e s  n o t  

seem a t t a c h e d  or  d e v o t e d  t o  the H ' a s t i n g s  f a r n i l y ;  i n s t e a r  h e  

" k e p t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e  b y  m e a n s  o f  t h e  s i n p l e  t h r e a t  

' 1 , k i l l e s r  you!"330  He is a n  w i n s o l e n t . . . d e v i l i s h  s e r v % n t ,  r u d e  

t o  t h e  y o u n g e r  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  a e n . " 3 3 1  Yow 
- - - - - - - - - - - 

* r b o r r o ' w s H  - w i t h o u t  p e r a i s s i o n  t h e  b i g ,  h e a v y  b i c y c l e  f o r  h i s  

n i g h t l y  g a m b l i n g  t r i p s  t o  C h i n a t o w n .  He w o u l d  h a v e  g i v e n  i t  t o  

h i s  g i r l f r i e n d  t o o ,  h a d  h e  n o t  been c a u g h t  t a k i n g  it.  H e  
e 

g r a d u a l l y  s t e a l s  a w e d d i n g  t r o u s s e a u .  l n d e e d ,  Y O U  is  a p p a r e n t l y  

a p r i m e  . o d e 1  of t h e  w i l y ,  i ~ s o r a f  m u r d e r o u s  C h i n e s e  cook. 
* 

Y i l s o n o s  v i v i d  p o r t r a y a l  of You is f a r  from s u p e r f i c i a l  

t h o u g h ,  Yon is a h u a a n  being i n  a l l  his c o m p l e x i t y .  U i l s o n o s  - 
----------------a- 

3 2 5  Yilson, m L i l l y a s  Storym, p.134. I - -  - 

3 2 9 w .  - - - - - - - - - - - - 



portrait o f  You is balanced: f o r  a l l  h i s  u i c k e d n e s s ,  Yow is  . 
- - --- 

n e v e r t h e l e s s  a g o o d  a n d  clean c o o k  with a n f e r o c i o u s  n e a t n e s s v g .  
1 

He r e c o g n i z e s  goodness a n d  " w o r s h i p p e d  t h e  v e n e r a b l e  3rs. 

H a s t i n g s *  fo r  h e r  "simple g o o d n e s s  a n d  heavenly p i e t y e H 3 3 z  You 

is urnad o v e r  o l d  Brs, H a s t i n g s . , . , H e  loved nrs.  H a s t i n g s  

s t e a d i l y ,  p u r e l y  a n d  d i s l i k e d  a l l  o t h e r  w h i t e  p e o p l e  o n  

p r i n c i p l e . " 3 = =  I n  her a a n u s c r i p t ,  Wilson a d d s  t h a t  when firs, - 

H a s t i n g s  a p p e a r e d  uoh so  soft, o h  so  sweet w3s h e .  He even 

a t t e n d e d  faaify p r a y e r  t o  p l e a s e  h e r .  H e  served h e r  t e n d e r l b  

and, a s  o f t e n  as he gas f i r e d ,  he came back t h z  s a n e  asp i n  

order to be near her," Yilson's r e a s o n  for deleting t h i s  p a s s a g e  

i n  the p r i n t e d  version is u n k n o u n ;  b u t  o v e n  w i t h o u t  it Yowas 

devotion t o  nrs. f i a s t i n g s  is p l a i n ,  

Y i l s o n  does n o t  a t t e n p t  t o  justify Yow1s t h e f t  of t h e  

t r d u s s s a u  b u t  dues give a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  his succuabing t o  

-- - ---- t e s p t a t l o n ,  Wilson e s t a b l i s h e s  f i r a l y  t h e  b r i 3 e e s Y e 3 l t h  a n d  
L 

# t h e  g r e a t  size a n d  b e a u t y n  of t h e  t r o u s s e a u ,  Yilson slso 

desfr-kbes  in Great length and d r t a i l  what You saw, t h ?  s u n p t u o u s  

- + l k  g a r a e n t s ,  seemingly unwanted and so u n t i d i l y  b u n 3 l e d  up: 

R p i l e s  of s i l k  stockings, l a y e r s  of l a w n  a n d  s i l k  n i g h t d r e s s e s  - 1 

t i e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  silk r i b b o n s ,  l a y e r s  of p e t t i c o a t s  t i e d  

t o g e t h e r .  He saw camisoles t h r e a a e d  t h r o u g h  w i t h  p i n k  and  b l u e  



kneeen33* Y i l s o n  t h e n  e s t a b l i s h e s  You a s  innocent oi 

p r e m e d i t a t e d  c r i a e .  3e h a d  g e n e r o u s l y  h e l p e d  t h e  l a a i e s  move t h e  

trunk c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  t r o u s s s a u  t o  the b o x - r o o m  b e c a u s e  there was 

no room f o r  i t  i n  the h o u s e ,  In k e e p i n g  with h i s  f e r o c i o u s l y  

c l e a n  3113 n e a t  n a t u r e ,  You s h i f t s  " a l l  t h e  t r u n k s  a r o u n d  u n t i l  

t h s  b o x - r o o m  l o o k 4  o r d e r l y  a g a i n , " - S e e i n g  a p i e c e - o f  lace 

h a n g i n g  o u t  of the t r u n k ,  Yon n a t u r a l l y  a n d  i n n o c e n t l y  o p e n s  the 

l i 3  t o  p u t  t h e  face in. Y l l s o n ,  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e s   YOU*^ passion 

f ~ r  E i i l ~ :  Tow is % s 3  over E i l Z p ;  -his love for L i f f y  was a 

desire that consuaed hia.,,,She was a l l  t h a t  You ~ a n t e d . ~ 3 ~ 5  

Given these c i r c u a s t ~ n c e s ,  Y o u ' s  s u c c u m b i n g  t o  t e m p t a t i o n  

i s  u n 3 s r s t a n d a b l e .  3 i i s o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  h i s  

d i s c o u e r y  of t h e  t r o G s s e a u  uas o n  * t h e  d a y  a f t s r  Yow h a d  f i r s t  

s p o k e n  to L i l l y * ;  ths ciay after Lilly n l o o k e d  a t  You o b l i q u e l y  
- - - - - - - - -- - 

a n d  w a l k e d  a w a y  t o  another t a b l e . " s -  Ho u o n i e r  then t h a t  a f t e r  

seeing the abundance of silk cjaraents so  c a r e l e s s l y  thrown 

t o g e t h e r ,  You " f i n g e r e d  these t h i n g s  a l i t t l e  arid b e g a n  t o  

thinkem33? T h e  ? i c t u r e  Y i l s o n  presents  i s  n o t  o f  a s n e a k y  

Chinese s e r v a n t  w i t h  BO m ~ a f  sense i n t e n t i o n a l l y  robbing h i s  

e m p l o y e r ,  b u t  o f  a f a l l i b l e  h u m a n  being o v e r i i h e l . e d  by the sight 



Yowfs t h r e e  pass ions  reflect  h i s  c o m p l e t e  being. His l o v e  
-- - - - 

f o r  o f 3  firs, H a s t i n g s  b r i n g s  o u t  h i s  u n w i l l i n g  g e n t l e n e s s  a n d  

l o y a l t y  a n d  goodness; his p a s s i o n  for g a m b l i n g ,  s o  

i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  t o  C a u c a s i a n s ,  e m b o d i e s  a l l  t h a t  is C h i n e s e  i n  
* 

You; h i s  c o n s u s i n g  desire f o r  L i l l y  d r i v e s  h i m  t o  c r i m i n a l  

t h e f t .  A l l  t h r e e  loves a r e - b u t  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  of  the same 

man. 

Yilson r e a l i z e s  t h e  a c t i v e  p a r t  C h i n e s e  h a v e  p l a y e d ,  a n d  

c o n t i n u e  t o  play, i n  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u a b i a .  

Chinese s e r v a n t s  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  homes i n  B r i t - i s k  

C o l u m b i a ;  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r  has b u i l t  r a i l w a y s  a n d  roads; Chinese 

market g a r d e n e r s ,  C h i n e s e  workers i n  c a n n e r i e s ,  l u m b e r  camps a n d  

a i n e s  h a v e  a l l  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e c o n o m y  and t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

i n d u s t r y ,  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  C h i n e s e  w i t h  

a u t h e n t i c i t y  a n d  Chinese characters i n  c o ~ p l e x i t y  a s  human 

~ ~ g s ~ l t i l f s c r n ~ ~ s  i n e s e  Szgs~ ,  angel a n d  _The 
L g n o c e n t  tra~~l&las a n  e s s e n s i a l  part of t h e  theme, t h e  

i 

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

A c e n t r a l  thsae  i n  S u a p ~ p  angel is t h a t , o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  

Y i l s o n  s h o w s  Raggie L l o y d  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n d  n o v i n g  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  

of t h e m ;  Y i l s o n  even shons a r e l a t - i o n s h i p  of i n ' t e r - d e p e n d e n c e  

amongst t h a  c r e a t u r e s  of n a t u r e ,  P a r t  o f  this t h e m e  i s  Y i l s o n g s  

i n c l u s i o n  o f  the c l o s e l y  k n i t  puong f a m i l y .  firs, QuOng is a l w a y s  

aware of w h a t  is going on among h e r  c h i l d r e n ;  t h e  f a m i l y  s h a r e s  c 
-- ---- 

a n d  d i s c u s s e s  i ts  daily e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  e a c h  other; i t  wdrks a s  

a u n i t  i n  t h e  t a x i  business, each c o n t r i b u t i n g  his s h a r e .  The 



f a s i l y  l i v e s  i n  ha-- the ehi33ken never & s i r l a y  t ~ .  
. . v 

among t h e m s e l v e s ,  V i l s o n  e v e n  e x t e n d s  t h i s  i d e a  of c l o s e l y  k n i t  

C h i n e s e . b e y o n d  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  Mr. Q u o n g m s  

t a x i - o f f i c e  is a  s o c i a l  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d ,  w h e r e  

p e o p l e  come t o  t o  talk, t o  a r g u e  or  m e r e l y  t o  e n j o y  e a c h  - 

o t h e r ' s  p r e s e n c e .  T h i s  p i c t u r e  o f  u n i t y  s t a r k l y  c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  
- - 

n a g g i e l s  i n i t i a l  u n f  u l f i l l e d - d e s i r e  f o r  such a i y  a 

d e s i r e  f o r  w h i c h  E a g g i e  u l t i m a t e l y  f i n d s  f u l f i l m e n t  when she 

r e a l i z e s  t h e  t r u t h  o f  Hrs, S e v e r a n c e ' s  w o r d s  t o  5er: " y o u r  
-~ - ~ 

l i t t l e  C h i n e s e  boy . , . and  you  a n d  me a n d  who k n o v s  w h a t ,  Ye a r e  

a l l  i n  i t  t o g e t h a r ,  *No man i s  a n  I l a n d ,  I am i n v o l v e d  i n  

Mank inde* , . . , 1*338  T h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e  novel is w h o l l y  e n c o m p a s s e d  

i n  t h i s  q u o t a t i o n  f r o &  J o h n  Donne, 

I n  Thg i q n o c e n t  t r a v e l & g y ,  Y i l s o n  e x p o u n d s  even more 

' * p a s t o r a l  o f  i n n o c e n c e  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  d o m e s t i c  j o y s  o f  Fami ly* ' ;  

a b o v e  a l l ,  "it is  t h e  s e n s e  o f  F a m i l y  w h i c h  gives t h e  w o r l d  its 

~ n i t y . ~ 3 3 *  T h e  f a m i l y  forms a n a t u r a l  u n i t  o f  i n t e r a c t i n g  

people, and w i t h i n  s u c h  u n i t s  l i e s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of e a c h  

i n d i v i d u a l ,  T h e  f a m i l y  is n o t  t h e  o n l y  u n i t ,  h o u e v e r ;  a n y  g r o u p  

of i n t e r a c t i n g  p e o p l e  foras a u n i t ,  I n d i v i d u a l s  i n  each u n i t  

r e l a t e  t o  each  o t h e r  and are r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  sose extent for 

their . a c t i o n s  because i n  i n t e r a c t i n g ,  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  impinges 



o n  t h e  others, T h e  a c t i v e  - hulaan r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  the i m p o r + a e  

f a c t o r ,  n o t  t h e  f o r m a l  f u n c t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  

l o w  p l a y s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  t h e m e  b e c a u s e  h e  

r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h e  n a t u r a l  u n i t  c a l l e d  F a m i l y .  T h e  

f a m i l y  i s  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h i @  t h a t  h e  r e t u r n s  a l l  t h e  way t o  

C h i n a  s i m p l y  "fox t h e  p u r p o s e ;  .of h a v i n g  a  baby.** Y o u e s  s e n s e  o f  

f a a i l y  goes beyond h i s  own i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y : - ' r C h i n a  p e o p l e  more 
- - 

d i f f e r e n t .  Last F e b r u a r y  C h i n a  New Year my f a m i l y  h a v e  l a r g e  

p a r t y  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  p e o p l e .  A l l  my k a h - s a n .  A l l  m y - g e n e r a t i o n ,  

t e l e p h o n e  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  p e o p l e ,  a l l  y o u r  g e n e r a t i o n .  You no 

care, I care, I know a l l  m y  g e n e r a t i ~ n . " ~ ~ ~  L i k e  Topaz u h o  

- writes t o  a n d  r e c e i v e s  l e t t e r s  from r e l a t ' i v e s  a l l  o v e r  the 
<'?, 

w o r l d ,  You is i n  a c t i v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  h i s  r e l a t i v e s ;  h e  

K k n o w s  a l l  h i s  l sgenerat ionH,  3*z 
-- 

Yowts  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  H a s t i n g s  f o g e s  a n o t h e r  u n i t .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  is that o f  a c o n v e n i e n t  b u s i n e s s  
- A  

" c o n t r a c t ,  Yowss very presence i n  the k i t c h e n  makes  him a p a r t  of 

the h o u s e h o l d  u n i t .  H i s  c h a r a c t e r ,  p e r s o n a l  h a b i t s  a n d  v a r i o u s  

e c c e n t r i c i t i e s  e n c r o a c h  o n  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  three women h e  w o r k s  

f o r  and,  r e c i p r o c a l l y ,  e a c h  o f  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d  v a l u e s  

i m p i n g e  on Y o w ' s  l i f e .  You d o m i n a t s s  t h e  l a ? i e s ,  g i v e s  t h e m  

d i n n e r  e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h e y  u i s h ,  is r n d e ,  smokes h i s  "very 

3.1 You h a s  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  cousins b e c a u s e  n f a m i l p n  to t h e  
C h i n e s e  m e a n s  t h e  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y .  



stinking small c i g a r m  and loudly bangs h i s  p o t s  and p a n s  i n  t h e  
- - - -- 

k i t c h e n .  A l t h o u g h  Rose is g e n e r a l l y  u n i t e d  v i t h  You "by  a c o m s o n  

t u g  a g a i n s t  ' l u n t  R a c h e l  who was a l i t t l e  p r o n e  t o  c o a ~ ~ a n d , ~  You 

o f t e n  t e r r i f i e s  Rose w i t h  h i s  d r e a d f u l  f a c i a l  c o n t o r t i o n s  when 
, m 

s h e  crosses his w i l l , l * *  B e t w e e n  Yow t h e  c o o k  a n d  A u n t  R a c h e l  

t h e  h o u s e k e e p e r  rages a n  e v e r - p r e s e n t  war f o r  p o w e r .  A l t h o u g h  

t h e y  f r e q u e n t l y  $ i s l i k e  You, bo th  Rose bnd A u n t  R a c h e l  use h i m  - - --- 

i n  t h a t  t h e y  v i c a r i o u s l y  g e t  "3*pi t  of t h e i r  own Sackn a t  T o p a z  - 

t h r o u g h  his r u d e ,  openly r e p e a t e d  j u d g m e n t  of h e r  a s  "He 

c l a z y . l * 3 * 3  - - - -  

Yowgs r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  g r a n d ~ o t h e r  i s  l e s s  c o m p l i c a t e d .  

G r a n d m o t h e r  m i s u n d e r s t a n d s  a n d  m i s j u d g e s  Yow; Yon, i n  t u r n ,  h .as  

n o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  q r a n d s o t h e r l s  piety. G r a n d m o t h e r  t h i n k s  "Yow 

is so qood, ~p k i n d J s ;  t h e r e f o r @ ,  You s i n c e r e l y  d o n s  h i s  "West 

e n d  r e s p e c t a b i l i t ~ "  i f  o n l y  d u r i n g  the d a y - t i n e . 3 * *  " S u c h  i s  t h e  

- - - - - - 

p o w e r  of g o o d n e s s ,  w a ~ ~ t ~ t h e r i c k e d e s t  

t h a t  G r a n d m o t h e r  h a d  e v e r  s e e n ,  o n l y  s h e  d i d  n o t  know t h i s )  

r e r e r e d  t h e  g r a n d m 0 t h e r - d e e p l y . ~ 3 * 5  After t h e  h o u s e  breaks u p  
* I 

w i t h  t h e  d e a t h  o f  G r a n d m o t h e r ,  You commits a crime f o r  w h i c h  h e  

h a s  t o  g o  t o  p r i s o n :  "He w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  d o n e  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  



F o o e y  serves a s  c o o k  f o r  t h e  H a s t i a g s  8 u r i n g  Yow*s a b s e h c e .  

P o o e y  is Yow*s =kah-sanm; t h e r  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  s a m e  family. T h u s ,  

F o o e y ' s  p r e s e n c e  e a p h a s i z e s  t h e  x m p o r t a n c e  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  in a 

f u n c t i o n i n g  u n i t ,  P o o e y  is v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  from Tow;  t h e i r  o n l y  

si'rtif arity is  t h e i r  p a s s i o n  for f bn- t a n ,  Whereas -Pow i s f c h e m i n g  

a n d  able t o  d r i v e  s g o o d  h a r d  business b a r g a i n ,  P o o e y ,  mild-eyed 
C 

b e h i n d  his s t e e l - r i m r e d  s p e c t a c l e s ,  g i v e s  i n  t o  You w i t h o u t  much 

o ~ p a s i t i a n ,  f a w z , t s  r e s p z c l U ;  he "uas  qat s tgong 3nd -13 

n o t  a s p i r e  t o  a d i f f i c u l t  o r  e x p e r t  j o b m ;  u n l i k e  You, " h e  was s o  

p o o r  a  c o o k  t h a t  R a c h e l  would n o t  w a n t  t o  k e e p  his when Yow 

r e t u r n e d m M 3 * 7  Because P o o e y  is  v a s t l y  different f r o m  You, " t h e  
+ 

a t m o s p h e r e  i n  t h e  house in g e n e r a l  was more p e a c e f u l w  after You 

lea~es.~+B * A a z d f y  a n y  change could be observed i n  the c o n d u c t  
- - - --- -- -- 

of t h e  h o u s e w  because b o t h  Tow and P o o e y  f u l f i l l  t h e  s3ao 

f u n c t i o n  o f  c o o k ;  t h e  a t n o s p h e r e  c h a n g e s ,  however, because e a c h  

a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  creates A i f f e r i n g  units even t h o u g h -  t h e  r e s t  o f  

the i n d i v i d u a l s  in t h e - u n i t  r e m a i n  c o n s t a n t .  You a n d  P o o e y  a r e  

both c o o k s  b a t  e a c h  is a l s o  d p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  the 

H a s t i n g s  h o u s e h o l d ,  

i u i l s o n * s  a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  h e r  d e s i r e  t o  break t h e  s t e r e o t y p e ,  
,. '----. 

he?' r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  Chinese world a s  d i ' f f e r e n t  from 



1 - --- - -- 

h e r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of t K e s e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n t o  t h e  t h e m e  of her 

clearly seen i n  h e r  p r i n t e d  works, M a n u s c r i p t  

d o  n o t  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  printed t e x t  c o n f i r m  t h a t  

M i l s o n l s  p o r t r a y a l  of C h i n e s e  is  d e l i b e r a t e ,  * 

In the a a n u s c r i p t  of n L i l l p J s  S t o r y n  W i l s o n  writes t h a t  You 
d . had s u c h  a seal1 dedr b e d r o o m  w h i c h  was sacred t o  h i s .  

- !to member of the f a s i f ~  u o u 3 d  -have d r e a m e d  of enterrrrg - 

- 

it, Hext door ta t h a t  uas a washroom u n i t  t o i l e t  w h i c h  
was s a c r e d  t o  him too, The c h i l d r e n  t h o u g h t  i t  u n f a i r  
t h a t  Pow s h o u l d  h a v e  a t b i l e t  t o  h i m s e l f  w h i l e  t h e  n i n e  
p e o p l e  i n  the b i g  h o u s e  had  o n l y  o n e  t o i l e t  b e t w e e n  
them, gut s u c h  is t n e  s i l l i n e s s  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  n o  one 

- +f f efeb k - u e -  i L o @ ~  t ~ i k L ~ * ~  - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - 

b+- & 

Y i l s o n  i s  c lear  i n  h e r  criticism of t h e  w h i t e  l a d i e s  who n e i t h e r  

o f f e r e d  t o  s h a r e  Yow1s t o i l e t  n o r  even d r e a m t  of e n t e r i n g  Y o w u s  

room. H a v i n g  a l r s a d y  e m p h a s i z e d  P o w u s  c l e a n l i n e s s  

Y i l s o n ' s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  h i s  i s  a " s m a l l  d e a r  b e d r o o m w  i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  no one s h c i u l d  have h a d  any q u a l a s  a b o u t  e n & e r i n g  i t .  

A p s s a &  i n  c h a p t e r  two of t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  of s g p _ s ~  g n q d  
* 

describes t h e  l a n d  around the Praser R i v e r ,  A l t h o u g h  l a t e r  

." s, deleted f r o m  t h e  final c o p y ,  i t  d i s c l o s e s  w i t h o u t  d o u b t  W i l s o n u s  

s t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  C b i n e s e .  

A t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  s l o p e  is, of c o u r s e ,  t h e  P r a s e r  R i v e r  
w h i c h  a l t h o u g h  one of the Feast l o v e l y  of r i v e r s  i n  
.these p a r t s  is still a v i d e  r i v e r  a n d ,  h e r e ,  a n a v i g a b l e  
r i v e r ,  a n d  t u  s pass u p  and down i n  t h e i r  small , , ;  -* 

& n d e c i p h e r a b l e  3 C h i n e s e  v e g e t a b l e  gardens span t h e  
d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  r o a d  and r i v e r  f o r  l a r g e  a r e a s ,  Look  a t  
t h e  rows of s e e d l i n p g  c r i s s - c r o s s i n g  each o t h e r  on the- -- - -- 

brown earth as we p a s s c r a p i d l y  by, The clustered 
f u l l - g r o w n  cabbages here a m a t e d  g r e e n ,  a n d  s a g e ,  a n d  --------------- * 
- E t h e l  W i l s o n  p a p e r s m ,  U n i v e r s i t y  'of B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  - 

ial C o l l e c t i o n s ,  Box 1-2. 

- --- - - - - - ---- - 



p u r p l e ,  T h e y  seem a l w a y s  t o  h o l d  --- some -- d r o p s  o f  r a i n .  
-- - - - -- - - - - 

Snalf f i g u r e s  e r o u e k ,  a r i d  uofk - t h e i r - h a r d %  i n - t h e  good - - -- 

r i v e r  e a r t h ,  T h e r e  t h e  acres of f i n e l y  hand-woven 
-. - toof-rimed s o i l ,  3 b m  p a s s  by, w r a p p e d  i n  o u r  n i c e  

- u n d e r c l o t h e s  a n d  s u i t s ,  o u r  m o t o r c a r s  a n d  our. . ,  
b n d e c i p h e r a b l e J  b u t  t h e  small C h i n e s e  f i g u r e s ,  i m m e m o r i a l  
i n  l i n e  a n d  p o s t u r e ,  c o n t i n u e  w o r k i n g  t h e r e ,  i n t e n t  o n  
t h e  e a r t h ,  a n d  tomorrow you  w i l l  buy a h e a d  of c e l e r y  
a n d  c o m p l a i n , 3 5 *  

-,The s e n t e d c e s  j u s t  b e f o r e  " ~ o o k - z t  t h e  rows of s e e d l i n g s . . . "  a r e  

p l e a s a n t l y  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  W i l s o n  s u d d e n l y  c h a n g e s  the s o o t h i n g  

flow of w o r d s  with t h e  command n l o o k w ,  S h e  n o  l o n g e r  l e a v e s  t h e  
- - - - -  - - -- 

4 

r e a d e r  a s  a c o m f o r t a b l e  s p e c t a t o r ;  the command a n d  t h e s i m p l e  

p r o n o u n  i n 2 t h e  same s e n t e n c e  force t h e  r e a d e r  t o  e n t e r  t h e  

t h e  comma'nd is a n o t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  t h a t  of t h e  C h i n e s e  g a r d e n s .  

% p l a c i n g ,  commas a f t e r  " g r e e n M  a n d  t * s a g e w  l l i l s o n  forces t h e  
g. , 

r e a d e r  t o  read  m o r e  ? l o w l y  i n  o r d e r  t o  s a v o u r  f u l l y  t h e  p i c t u r e  
B 

of t h o s e  f u l l - b r o w n  cabbages i n  a l l  t h e i r  g l i s t e r i n g % d e a u t y .  

W i l s o n  t h e n  i n v i t e s  .the r e a d e r  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  f i g u r e s .  

v e r b s :  " c r o u c h * l  a n d  *workn ,  

I n  t h e  n e x t - s e n t e n c e ,  Y i l s o n  e n s u r e s  t h a t  h e r  r e a d e r  

remains w i t h  h e r  b y  a g a i n  u s i n g  t h e  p r o n o u n  Hwen. T h i s  time, 

Y i l s o n  directs  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  h>msel f ,  I n  c o n t r a s t  . t o  

h i s  - l u x u r y ,  t h e  s m a l l d i n e s e  f i g u r e s ;  W i m m e a o r i a l  i lc l i n e  a n d  

postare,. c o n t i n u e  w o r k i n g  t h e r e ,  intent B'b t h e  e a r t h , . . ,  H 

. V i l s o n ' s  l a s h i n g  p e n  d o e s  n o t  spare h e r  r e a d e r :  "tomorrow ypu 
- 

w i l l  b a t  a head of c&fi and f i l t h G g h  s h e  i n i t i a l l y -  
- 

------------------ 
3 5 0  * E t  he1 Y i l s o n  p a p e r s * ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of B r i t i s h  Columbia 
S p e c i a l  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  Box 4- 1. 

r. 



- - - - - - - - - - - --- 

- i d e n t i f i e s  w i t h  h e r  . r e a d e r , - s h e  now p o i n t s  a s h a r p l y a & u s i n q  - 

m o t o r c a r s ,  "youn  u h o ,  u n l i k e  t h e  C h i n e s e  who work  i n t e n t l y  o n  

t h e  g o o d  e a r t h ,  h a v e  n e v e r  e v e r  p l a n t e d  a S i n g l e  seed. 

Y i l s o n  r e a o v e d  t h i s  p a s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  f i n a l  t e x t  p r o b a b l y  

f o r  a r t i s t i c  r e a s o n s ,  The p a s s a g e  is t o o  l o n g  and  d e t r a c ? ~  from 

t h e  m a i n  p l o t ,  U i l s o n  p r o b a b l y  d e c i d e d  a g a i n s t  i t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  

i t  rLS t o o  o u t r i g k t  a cri t icism of h e r  readers. I f  so,  s h e p u a s  - 
r i g h t ,  W i l s o n  was n o t  a f r a i d  of s t a n d i n g  u p  f o r  h e r  b e l i e f s  a n d  w 

c o n v i c t i o n s ,  b u t  s i n c e  s h e  h a d  f o u n d  b e t t e r ,  more s u b t l e  ways  o f  
-- 

p r s m d i n g  her res6ers t o  a b a n i o n  Wieir p r e S u & i c e s ,  t h i s  crude 

m e t h o d  o f  d i r e c t  criticism is u n n e c e s s a r y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h i s  p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m a n u s c r i p t  c o n f i r m s  

h e r  d e l i b e r a t e  i n t e n t i o n  of c h a n g i n g  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  a n d  

e n l i g h t e n i n g  h e r  r e a d e r s ,  

Sisi l a r l y ,  W i l s o n  d e l e t e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  passige f r o m  t h e  
-pp 

-- 

f i n a l  t e x t  o f  ~ ~ i l l ~ * ~  ~ t o r ~ ~ . b e , c a u s e ~ i t  d o e s  n o t  f i t  i n t o  h e r  

o v e r a l l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of Chinese g a m b l i n g  d e n s :  " T h e r e  were n o  

Chinese women. C h i n e s e  women were n o t  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  a l l o w e d  t o  

come i n t o  C a n a d a ,  s o  C h i n a a e n  had. t o  be s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  w h i t e  

uumen or  w i t h  Indians, Generally speaking, t h o u g h ,  it seemed  as 

i f  t h e y  p r e f e r r e d  t r u c k  g a r d e n i n g ,  c o o k i n g  i n  r e s t a u r a n t s  or f o r  

families,  a n d  t ~ a a b l i n g . ~ 3 s l  T h e  p a s s a g e  p l a i n l y  s h o w s  M i l s o n a s  

des ire  to explain that  which  vhite s o c i e t y  saw as a n c i v & l i s e d  

------------------ 
~ s ~ m E t h e l  Yilson p a p e r s u ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia S p e c i a l  
C o l l e c t i o n s ,  Box 1-2, 



women3 were more d e s i r a b l e  t o  C h i n e s e :  i n  f a c t ,  C h i n e s e  wou ld  

h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  t h e i r  om w i v e s ,  of t h e i r  own rase. Y i l s o n  { a i n t s  

t h e  more a c c u r a t e  p i c t - u r e  o f  C h i n e s e  men who s e e k  o n l y  t o  L o r i ,  

t o  e a r n  money a n d  t o  h a v e  some w a y s  o f  r e l a x i n g  a n d  w h i l i n g  away 

t h e i r  l e i s u r e  h o u r s .  

I n  f i g h t i n q t h e  s t e r e o t y p e ,  W i l s o n  s o a t e t i e r e s  f a l l s  i n t o  t h e  

t r a p  of idealizing t h e  C h i n e s e .  I n  Sgpag gggge, s h e  p r e s e n t s  a n  

i d e a l i z e d  p i c t u r e  n o t  o n l y  of Ur.Quong b u t  o f  h i s  w h o l e  f a m i l y .  

h i s  w h i t e  s h i r t  s h i n e s ;  h i s  f ace  i s  of a " s m o o t h  i v o r y  

c o l o u r ,  " 3 5 2  He p o s s e s s e s  " t h e  k i n d  o f  lpgeyp&ge& i n f l u e n c e  that - 
s p r e a d s  a s  f a r  a s  h e  h a s  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  a n d .  by  v i r t u e  of h'is 

c h a r a c t e r  u s u a l l y  r a i l i a t e s  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  s t i l l . " 3 5 3  J o e ' s  , , ,  8 

expression was n b e n e v o l e n t  s i n c e  h e  was  a b e n e v o l e n t  Ban. He was 

also v e r y  s a g a c i o u s  a n d  was n o t  easily d e c e i v e d . " 3 5 +  A s h r e w d ,  

d i s c e r n i n g ,  wise, a l w a y s  s ~ i l i n g  a n d  B u d d h a - l i k e  f i g u r e ,  H r .  

Q u o n g  e v e n  h a s  t h e  a d d e d  v i r t u e  of b e i n g  s t r i c t  t h o u g h  n o t  

d i c t a t o r i a l :  Quong i s  firm, b u t  g e n t l e ,  H i s  "word r a n  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e s e  c o n n e c t i n g  rooms w h e r e  h i s  c h i l d r e n  s l e p t ,  played, 

s t u d i e d ,  and a te ,  a n d  it flowed u p  a n d  down t h e  stairs a n d  i n t o  

3s' I b i d . ,  p.42 ,  my e n p h a s i s .  
- 

3 5 4  I b i d . ,  p . 7 9 .  



w i l s o n  uses saothirq wards ta d e ~ u  hit a u k h n r i t y .  E V W B  

h i s  y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n  " p u s h e d  t h e  s m a l l e s t  o n e s  o n  scoo te rs  and 

t r i c y c l e s n  o r  " g o t  i n  p e o p l e l s  way," t h e y  a r e  b u t  

b y  Q u o n g .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  c a n e d  o r  b e a t e n  a s  most C h i n e s e  c h i l d r e n  

uould n o r m a l l y  b e  d i s c i p l i n e d ,  b u t  a r e  a d v i s e d  o f  a f a u l t ,  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  a mild r e p r o o f ,  m e r e l y  u a r n e d .  
- 

J u s t  a s  H r .  Qudng is i d e a l i z e d ,  s o  t o o  is Hrs, ~ u o n ~ .  S h e  

is a "small i n s i g n i f i c a n t  woman of e n o r m o u s  characterw; 
* 

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  l i k e  t h e  indomitable e m p r e s s  dowager, h e r  

Rrs. Q u o n g l s  t i t l e ,  " t h e  R o t h e r t t .  I n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m a n u s c r i p t ,  

Y i l s o s  i n i t i a l l y  writes, WPhe c h i % e n  s p o k e  t o  t h e i r  r n o t h e r  i n  

e i t h e r  l a n g u a g e . "  Wilson t h e n  c h a n g e s  " t h e i r  m o t h e r v i  t o  " t h e  

R o t h e r M  i n  t h e  p r i n t e q  t e x t .  I n s t e a d  of making Rrs. Q u o n g  

s p e c i f i c ,  W i l s o n  t r a n s f o r m  h e r  i n t o  t h e  e p i t o m e  of 
- - - - - - - -- 

m o t h e r h o o d . ~ h i s  t r a n s • ’  orma t i o n  n o t  o n l y  p l a c e s  Hrs. Q u o n g  h i g h e r  

t h a n  a l l  o t h e r  m o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  C a u c a s i a n  m o t h e r s ,  i t  a l s o  

e l e v a t e s  H r s ,  Quong t o ,  t h e  ideal. 

L i k e  t h e i r  s o t h e r  a n d  f a t h e r .  t h e   on^ c h i l d r e n  a r e  

perfect i n  t h e i r  g o o d n e s s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  " n e v e r  d e s i r e d  t o  

quarrel  among t h e a s e l v e s . *  T h e r e  was " a l m o s t  ceaseless n o i s e  a n d  



b e c a u s e  t h e  Qnong h o a e  is a b u s y  t a x i - o f f i c e  a s  w e l l  a s  a h o a e ,  

F r i e n d s  w a l k  i n  a n d  o u t  as t h e y  w i s h  a n d ,  a o r e o v e r ,  t h e  h o u s e  is 

i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  busy C h i n a t o w n .  However ,  p a r t  of t h a t  n o i s e  

s h o u l d  d e f i n i t e l y  i n c l u d e  t h a t  of s c o l d i n g s  a n d  c r y i n g s  a n d  

b e a t i n g s  b e c a u s e  a l a r g e  f a m i l y  of n i n e  c h i l d r e n  mould  

u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  mean fights a n d  q u a r r e l s  a n d  f r a y e d  t e m p e r s .  

W i l s o n t s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  " t h e  n o i s e  was n o t  of c r y i n g  o r  o f  

d l rbge r~  b e c a u s e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  nnever d e s i r e d  t o  q u a r r e l  among 

who is b l i n d  w o u l d  be l o v e d  and a c c e p t e d  a s  a  n a t u r a l  p a r t  o f  

the f a m i l y ,  b u t  W i l s o n 8 s  c l a i m  t h a t  h e  i s  " s o  s u c h  b e l o v e d  a n d  

w a t c h e d  o v e r  b y  h i s  b r o t h e r s  an@ sisters t h a t  o n e  m i g h t  s a y . t h a t  

h e  was l u c k i e r  t h a n  many o t h e r  l i t t l e  b o y s t t  c e r t a i n l y  p a i n t s  too 

p e r f e c t  a p i c t u r e .  W i l s o n  s a v e s  h e r s e l f  f r o m  gross 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

s e n t i a e n t a l i t y  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  only by h e r  reluctant a d m i t t a n c e  - 
n- 

- " b u t  t h a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c o u l d  h a r d l y  b e i W 3 5 8  T h e  i d e a l i s m  r e m a i n s  

t h o u g h :  "The f a m i l y  l i v e d  i n  h a r m o n y  f r o m  m o r n i n g  t i l l  n i g h t  a n d  

s l e p t  i n  h a r m o n y  f r o m  n i g h t  till m 0 r n i n g , ~ 3 s 9  

Y i l s o n 8 s  i d e a l i s i  is n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  m w  gggeJ. Hggty 

D o r v a l  h a s  a s h o r t  p a s s a g e  describing a  C h i n e s e :  "@on9 was a --- 
rarely h5ppy Baa. Philosophical, k i n d ,  c y n i c a l ,  amused, shrewd, 



but was a s e r v a n t  t o  nuoe, He, ,. we-nt i n t o  h i S s h o p ~ , G X o d d i n % ,  

o l a n X s ~ i e n t . ? ~ 3 & 0  W i l s o n  i d e a l i z e s  Wong: n o ' m a n  is o m n i s c i e n t ,  B y  

a s c r i b i n g  these t h o u g h t s  t o  an a d u l t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  a 

s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d  w h o s e  j u d g m e n t  need n o t  b e  r e l i a b f  e ,  W i l s o n  

solicits t h e  r eader ' s  a g r e e a e n t  t o  h e r  assessment of Yong. T h e  

, @ c t u r e  i s  r o m a n t i c :  Yong, t h e  old, f a t  C h i n a a a n  "stood outside 
- - - - - 

his c&fe i n  the b r i g h t  s u n s h i n e .  H i s  g ; ; n d c h i l d r e n  p l a y e d  near 

Y i l s o n f s  n o t a b l e  a c h i e v e m e n t  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  a n  a u t h e n t i c ,  
- -- - 

r e a l i s t i c  a n d  s y m p a t h e t i c  p o r t r a i t  of t h e  Chinese is, 

n o t i i i t h s t a n d i n ~  her lapses i n t o  i d e a l i s m ,  l i k e  a g n s t  of 

r e f r e s h i n g  a i r  blowing a w a y  t h s  m u r k y  f o g  t h a t  h a n g s  o v e r  most 

l i t e r a r y  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of C h i n e s e ,  Y i l s o n  i s  t h e  b r i d g e  - 
c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  p a s t  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  H o v e l s  before 1946  a r e  set 

in t h e  e r a  of  t h e  b i r t h  - of S r i t i s h  - C o l u m b i a ,  - -- - when  B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a  was s t i l l  a f r o n t i e r - l a n d :  t h e  g o l d  r u s h ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
I 

of the r a i l w a y ,  t h e  d e v e l o p a e n t  of new t o w n s .  S u c k  are  t h e  

novels o f  E v a h  R. B c K o u a n ,  I s a b e l  E c c l e s . t o n e  HcKay, R o b e r t  

Y a t s o n , .  H i l d a  Glynn-Zla r3 ,  A l e x  P h i l i p ,  C l i v e  P h i l l i p p s - V o l l e y ,  

Frederick W i v e n ,  F r a n c e s  D u n c a n  a n d  A l a n  Sullivan, T h i s  w o r l d  

was o n e  of C h i n e s e  cooks and h o u s e b o y s ,  C h i n e s e  l a u n d r y m e n  and  

C h i n e s e  v e g e t a b l e - p e d d l e r s ,  T h e  a t m o s p h e r e  p r e d o m i n a t i n g  was 

both  ane of a n t i - O r i e n t a l i s m  and of superficial s t e r e o t y p i n g ,  



#ouels after the 
-~ - 

other 

w h e r e  C h i n a t o ~ n  b a d  become a twist attrac+ian, where 

c h i l d r e n  a r e  usual s t  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  a n d  where t h e  average 

C h i n e s e  no l onge r  speaks ? i d g e o q g l i s h .  How t h e  prejudice h a s  
- 

a l m o s t  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  t h o u g h  o f t e n  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  r e m a i n s ,  T h i s  

world is t h e  one fasiliar to nargaret  Laurence,  George B o v e r i n g  

a n d  Norman Weuton, 3ecause 3 i l s o n  h a s  l i v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  early 

unsettled y e a r s  sn6 h a s  a l s o  t a s t e d  the noderzi u o f i 3 ,  h e r  

w r i t i n g s  i n t e g r a t e  both v o r l d s :  You b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  older era 
4 

whereas t h e  Quong f a s i f y  belong t o  t h e  modern era.  wilson does 

s e t  s e r & y  =fif;e s h t f t  C h i n e s e ,  she s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  breaks  a l l  

t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s  an3  b o l d l y  criticizes the prejudice t h a t  caused 

the., 

I n  t h i s  sense,  Sifson is v e r y  much 3 a o 3 e r n  a u t h o r  a l t h ~ u q h  

s h e  spent t h e  greater part ~f her life before 1 3 5 9 ,  Yet Y i l s o n  

transcends even the nodern a u t h o r s  who wrote a f t e r  h e r .  S h e r e a s  
--p--p--p-- -- -- - - -  

Chinese are but  i a c i 3 e n t a f  to t h e  w r i t i n g s  of ? i e v t o n  and 

Leurence, Yilson*s presentation of Chinese is d e l i ~ o r ~ t e .  She 

i n t e g r a t e s  t h e a  into t h e  t h e ~ e  of h e r  n o v e l ,  n a k i n g  t h e .  

essential to t h e  plot. Thus, n i l s o n  is t h ?  a u t h o r  who s t a n d s  i n  

t h e  fore-front of B r i t i s h  Cofaibiaa literature with respect to -. 
t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of Chinese. The only other authors who c a n  

stand as  seconds,  a n d  ereo then f a r  rerove3 and poor secon$s, 



B r i t i s h  Colusbian literature shows a close link b e t w e e n  t h e  

socio-economic c o n 3 i t i o n s  and S r i t i s h  Coluabiansa view of 

f hinese. Westerners h a v e  historically possessed t u o  opposing 

i m a g e s  of C h i n e s e ,  a n d  v h i c h  o f  these i a a g e s  becomes predominant 

i n  British C o l u m b i a  depends  f a r g a l y  upon w h e t h e r  B r i t i s h  
C 

C o l u m ~ i a n s  s e e  C h i n e z e  a s  a tnreat. In the l i g h t  of this 

observation, t h e  sost recent novzl gei$leg by Yilliam Deverell 

can  b t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  lan3s3rk i n  3ritish Coluabian l i t e r a t u r e .  
- -- 

T h e  t u r n  of t h e  t e n t d r y  i n  a r i t i s h  Colunbia mas a time of  
- 

t u r b u f ~ n t  econostic u p h e a v 3 f s ,  t e s t i f i e d  to by the formation of 

nunerDus 3nti-Chinese socizti+s, ?arades and  r i o t s ,   he ear ly  

p r e s s n t  a ba lanced  p o r t r l i t  of Chinese, t h e  n e ~ a t i v e  stereotype 

first i n t r o d u c e d  b p  jiplosats, a i s s i o n a r i e s  and t r a d e r s  

w r i t i x  gr~ valf reflect the p e a k i n g  of these anti-Chinese ----- 
s e a t i a e n t s ,  which resulted i n  t h e  passing of t h e  Excfusion Act 

Y i t h  t h e  passing of t h e  Act interest  in C h i n e s e  began to 

decrease i n  p r e j u d i c e .  I n d e z d ,  except for t h e  b r i e f  p e r i o d  of 



- - - - -- - - - -- - - - - - - -- - - 
- 

renew& b i t t e r n e s s  against O r i e n t a l  e n f r a n c h i s e a e n t  a s  r e f l e c t e d  

Pf U) &nrs &a. C a r i b  rhgaway, zbm t r a n s p l a n t e d  and Carib02 
J, 

r o a d  show a n  incroasingJy c o n s c i o u s  a t t e m p k  to correct t h e  --- 
3 stereotype. Yet n o n e  of the a u t h o r s  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  enough t o  
1 

u n d e r t a k e  an e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  world of Chinese: a l t h o u g h  

rounded humans, Chinese i n  t h e s e  n o v e l s  have hardly a n y  

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  Chinese c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  Indeed, Y i v e n  does n o t  

zven ?resent t h e  husan ,  b u t  appeals t o  the s u p e r f i c i a l  a n c i e n t  

pos i t ive  s tereotype  3f flarco Polo a n d  Confucius. 

A l t h o u g h  novels a f t e r  3946 g e n e r a l l y  c a r r y  on t h e  p o s i t i v e  

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of Chinese, t h e  s t a b i l i s e ?  ,and i n d e e 3  
1 

grospering ecununy i a  t h e  p r o v i n c e  m e a n t  t h a t  C h i n e s e  h a d  a g a i n  

j e c o a e  i n c i d e n t a l  t o  s h i t e  Br i t i sh  C o l u a b i a n s .  Therefore. n o v e l s  

referring t o  Chinese h a r d l y  a p p e a r ,  a n d  only i n  t u o  n o v e l s  The 
-- 

s t o n e  qqgtl a n d  The 21 s t u f f e d  hpnd pf friep3sh&z 3re t h e y  of ----- . . 

s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

A g a i n s t  t h i s  bsckgroun3  Ethel V i l s o n  s t a n d s  c o n s p i c u o u s .  

w i l s o n  i s  u n u s u a l  i n  t h a t  she not o n l y  systematically d i s p r o v e s  

e a c h  a s p e c t  of the stereotype,  s h e  is the only author who 

presents authentic Chinese c h a r a c t e r s  and insightful g l i a p s e s  

into the Chinese way of l i f e .  Bo other author gives such 

rea l i s t i c  accounts  of t h e  huae- f i f  of ordinary Chinese. -+ 
=iki;& f-efw- fih&tm as a u b b - r k i b k ~  -- - 

i 
I 

) g e n e r a l  t r a i t s ,  F i r s t ,  no British Colnmbian writer is from t h e  



- - - -- - - -- - - - - - -- 

w o r k i n g  c l a s s .  A l t h o a g h  some v o r k e d  o n  rai1wa-y'  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  
- 

i n  l u a b e r  camps, t h e i r  f a a t l i e s  a n d  t h e i r ' k d u c a t i o n  were m i d d l e  

o r  u p p e r - a i d d l e  class, F u r t h e r m o r e ,  some of t h e  a u t h o r s  a r e  

women, women who certainly n e v e r  v o r k e d  i n  r a i l w a y  o r  l u m b e r  

c a B p s .  T h e i r  main c o n t a c t  is w i t h  C h i n e s e  s e r v a n t s  i n  t h e  h o m e s ,  

T h o u g h  a l l  t h e s e  wri ters  k n e w  a b o u t  t h e  h o s t i l i t y ,  a n d  some 
a - 

t h e m s e l v e s  f e l t  h o s t i l e  t o w a r d s  C h i n e s e ,  n o n e  were a d v o c a t e s  of 

T h i s  explains t h e  l a c k  o f  p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e  i n f l i c t e d  u p o n  

~ h i n e s e  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u a b i a n  n o v e l s .  A l t h o u g h  C h i n e s e  are o f t e n  

v o c a l l y  d e n o u n c e d  and d a m n e d ,  t h e  o r d i n a r y  w h i t e  c h a r a c t s r  n e v e r  

l e t s  h i s  f r u s t r a t i o n s  o v e r c o s e  h im.  A l e x  P h i l i p ' s  whigpggiw~ 
1 

s(--j 

l e a v e s  c o n d e m n s  Chinese a n d  p o r t r a y s  them w i  ------ v e r y  f r i g h t f u l  w 
f v i c e  t h e  w h i t e  w o r l d  a s s o c i a t e s  w i t h  t h e m ,  yet he has no 

c h a r a c t e r  d i r e c t  v i o l e n c e  a t  them; w h a t  v i o l e n c e  o c c u r s  t h e  

Chinese t h e m s e l v e s  U n i t c q L - f o r  L h e  h w f  u l - r & r i ~ i &  

t h e  C h i n e s e  Y r v e ,  the worst a n y  w h i t e  man d o 5 s  i n  t h s t  n o v e l  
- &, 

is t o  v e r b a l i z e  h i s  & i s g u s t :  = C h i n k s  e v e r y w h e r e .  P r e t t y  s o o n  

t h e y  have u s  a l l  u e a r i n l  o u r  s h i r t s  o u t s i d e  o u r  p a n t s  and  e a t i n '  
A- 

rice u i t h  c h o p s t i c k s .  I f  I h a 3  my way I 'd  -- n 3 4 2  Thus, eyen 

Chinese, d o e s  not depict any violence n o r  a d v o c a t e  violence. 3 
t 

against C h i n e s e ,  O n l y  i n  x& y & a a  gf a dqp is t h e r e  a " b i g  

rou b e t w e e n  t h e  f e i l ~ u s  a t  t h e  Flame and the h e a t h e n  

3 6 2  P h i l i p ,  Y h i s ~ e r i n q  l q v e s ;  p.42. 



t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  away from c i v i l i z e d  p?opfe,  

S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  E x c l u s i o n  Act forms the w a t e r s h e d  f o r  

r e f e r e n c e s  t o  C b i n e s e  c u l t u r e .  B e f o r e  1923, r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  r a r e  
m 

and aade o n l y  i n  p a s s i n g .  C h i n e s e  a r t ,  t h e a t r g  a n d  m u s i c  seem 

n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  When m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e y  a r e  b u t  a m e a n s  w h i c h  Chinese 

e m p l o y  f o r  t h e i r  e v i l  e n d s ,  G l y n n - w a r d ' s  The grL2igq og thp 2-l * 
best i l l u s t r a t e s  this p o i n t .  Young Lung Kow 'is c u l t u r e d ;  h e  

a p p r e c i a t e s  g o o d  C h i n e s e  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  c l o t h e s .  

Yet, his a p - e c z a t i o n  r's u t i l i t a r i a n :  they h e l p  h i m  d i s o r i e n t  

h i s  p r e y ,  a n d  t h u s  f a c i l i t a t e  his c o n t r o l ,  T h e  only e x c e p t i o n  t o  

il n o v e l ,  W t s o n  e x a m i n e s  C h i n e s e  theatre i n  i t s  own r i g h t .  Yet, 

h i s  bias is o b v i o u s :  h e  r i d i c u l e s  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  C h i n e s e  

t h e a t r e  a s  p s i m i t i v e  a n d  o f f e n s i v e  t o  c i v i l i s e d  s e n s e s ,  After 
- -- 

---- - - -- --- - 

t h e  E x c l u s i o n  Act, however, references t o  C h i n e s e  c u l t u r e  become . 

r e l a t i v e l y  more f r e q u e n t ,  a n d  a r e  p o s i t i v e ,  h e l p i n g  t o  s h a t t e r  

t h e  s t e r e o t y p e .  Hiven and W i l s o n  b o t h  u s e  t h i s  t e c h n i q u e  

c o n s c i o u s l y  f o r  p r e c i s e s l y  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  N i v e n  i n  h i s  l a t e r  

novels d i r e c t s  t o  ' * t h e  b e a u t y  of t h e  f i n e  

. ?=. -* 

g i n g e r - j a r s S k r  and  t o  Chinese p o r c e l a i n ;  

Milson simil&q chooses t o  write of p e a c o c k  f a n s  a n d  C h i n e s e  

- 3 . 3  D o u g s l l ,  p . 1 3 2 - 1 3 3 .  'V - , 



1 t h e  n o v e l i s t s  p r e s e n t  C h i n e s e  i n  ' t h e o i r  
- -- - - 

t r h d i t i o n a l  o c c u p a t i o n s :  m e n i a l  l a b o u r e r s ,  houseboys, s e r v a n t s ,  

l a u n d r y m e n ,  c o o k s ,  s h o p k e e p e r s ,  m e r c h a n t s .  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  law 

r e s t r i q t e d  C h i n e s e  f r o m  c e r t a i n  pmessions' u n t i l  1951, when t h e  

a n t i - C h i n e s e  clauses i n  Crown l e a s e s  were d r o p p e d .  ~ h e r e f o r s ,  
- 

a u t h o r s  u n t i l  W i l s o n  are b o u n d  t o  p o r t r a y i n g  C h i n e s e  i n  

t r a d i t i o n a l  roles,  Y e t ,  e v e n  a f t e r  1951, C h i n e s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  

appea r  i n  t h e s e  r o l e s ,  Both Sandra Wong of The Stprig a g e &  and  

Shirley C h a n g  of Tb) &LCJ s & g f f g P  h3gP of . fr ire&~& a r e  

/-- c o n v e n i 2 n t  s c h o o l g i r l s ;  S a n d r a ' s  f a t h e r  o w n s  a s h o p ,  

F o u r t h l y ,  S r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  f i c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  v a r i o u s  
c+ . 

g e n r e s  a n d  forms i n c l u d i n  d i d a c t i c  n o v e l s  l i k e  The siqqgg of 
i /"- 
\ 

t h s  K o o t e n a y  b y  ~ o b e r t  E. Kpovles, p r o p a g a n d a  t r a c t s  like T J I ~  -- ----- 
w r i t i n g  gp t h e  wall by H i l d a  Glynn-Ward,  t e e n a g e  a d v e n t u r e  ------ 

d 

s t o r i e s  l i k e  gagm&g ruquvpy by F r a n c i s  Duncan  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  

n o v e l s  - - - -  l i k e  - ~- Zhf _ qIea_t -- d i v i d e  b y A l a n  S u l l i v a n .  ~- - - Yet t - h i s - f i c _ t j s ~ ~ ~ - - -  

c o n s i s t e n t l y  p r e s e n t s  the s a n e  basic a t t i t u d e s  towards C h i n e s e :  
* 

s t e r e o t y p i c a l  and- p f t e n  p r e j u d i c e d  l i k e  t h a t  of K n o u l e s  and 

Glynn-Ward ,  o r  b a l a n c e d  a n d  u s u a l l y  d e f e n s i v e  l i k e  t h a t  of 

Duncan a n d  S u l l i v a n ,  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  novels v a r y  i n  
\ 

t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  Chinese, r a n g i n g  f r o m  m e r e l y .  a s h o r t  p h r a s e  

e s s e n t i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of C h i n e s e  i n t o  t h e  p l o t  like i n  Thg 

ufigg on j?a& or into t h e  theme l i k e  i n  =a,= =gee, t h e  

t h i s  s t e r e o t y p e .  T h u s ,  Knowlest single .reference t o  Chinese i s  



- - -  -- - -  7---- - 
- - - - - -  

a s  much a reflection of British C o l u i i b i a n  attitudes33 

Glynn-Yard's e x t e ~ ~ k ~ ~ ~ e .  Phe. 1 a t es t  B r i t i s h  

C o l u a b i a n  n o v e l  w h i c h  refers t o  C h i n e s e ,  !ie&d&s by W i l l i a m  

D e v e r e l l  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1979, p e r h a p s  c o u n t e r s  a l l  the gains made 

a f t e r  1923,  D e v e r e l l  admits t h a t  h i s  c o n c e r n  is n o t  so a u c h  t o  

write a c l a s s i d r n o v e l  as t o  p r o d u c e  a p o p u l a r  t h r i l l e r  w h i c h  
C 

w i l l  sell .  T h a t  h e  has s u c c e e d e d  in-uring t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of 
- - - - 

C a n a d i a n s  is attested tu b y  t h e  g o o d  reviews h e  r e c e i v e d ,  t h e  

Seal Books ~ i r s t  lorel Award w h i c h  t h e  b o o k  won, a n d  t h e  
t t 

b r o a d c a s t i n g  of an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  D e v e r e l l  o n  prime-time 

I e g a t i v e  s t e r e o t y p e  i s  Deueroll's c h o i c e .  Deverell is 

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  a u t h o r s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  who c o n s c i o u s l y  
-d 

include C h i n e s e  i n  t h e i r  n o v e l s .  Hhereas authors l i k e  

G lynn-Hard ,  Yatson a n d  P h i l i p  set  o u t  t o  d e n i g r a t e  C h i n e s e  s o  a s  

t o  warn  B r i t i s h  C o l a s b i a n s  of t h e  t h r ~ e a t  C h i n e s e  p o s e t o  t h e  
P 

- - -  - -- ~ - -- -~ 

p r o v i n c e ,  and  o t h e r  a-rs like gcKouan,  Duncan  and  U i l s o n  s e e k  

t o  c h a n g e  t h e  p r e j u d i c e d  s t e r e o t y p e ,  Deverell is  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
I 

C h i n e s e  o n l y  t o  a d d  s e n s a t i o n a l i s a  and s u s p e n s e .  D e v e r e l l  is a 

p o p u l a r  writer c a t e r i n g  t o  a popular audience; the revieus he 

Of_eceir$ testify to the popularity of his n o v e l :  q&& 

md r a v e s ,  n S e a ~ y  a n d  steamy, sexy a n d  sassym; Windsar star 

claias, " i n t e l l i g e n t ,  intriguing, a l t e r n a t e l y  s u s p e n s f u l  hnd - 

- a c t i o n - p a c k e d w  ; &ke E d i o h t o ~  2~ d e ~ f  ares,  - - - - - -  



l i t e r a f d e  of t h e  early c e n t u r y  ace r e m a r k a b l e .  A l t h o u g h  

Deverell h a s  n o  i n t e n t i o n a l  t h e s i s  t o  show the e v i l  a n d ,  
i, 

therefore, u n d e s i r a b l e  n a t u r e  o f  C h i n e s e ,  h i s  n o v e l  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
* 

repea t s  many s t e r e o t y p e s .  B o t h  t h e  C h i n e s e  c o m m u n i t y  a s  a w h o l e  

and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h a t  c o s s u n i t , y  a re  e v i l  and u n d e s i r a b l e ,  
- - - - - - - - - -  - -  

e D e v c r e l l  includes t h e  t y p i c a l  C a u c a s i a n  w h o a a s  b e e n  l u r e d  i n t o  

d r u g  a d d i c t i o n  by d r u g s  smuggled i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  b y  t h e  

Chinese, T h e  two s a i n  c h a r a c t e r s ,  Dr. Au P a a n g  Hei a n d  J e n n i f e r  
- - - - - L- - - - - - - - - - - - -  -- -- -- - - - ---- - 

Tann ,  a r e  b u t  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  Y e s t e r n i s e d ;  D e v e r e l l  e x p o s e s  t h e  
J -- 

, s t e r e o t y p e  beneath t h e i r  v e n e e r ,  
<- 

t 

6 . ' a s  i n  f h g  ~ritigs 9 m L l ,  the C h i n e s e  community i n  

- Bancouver is n p o u e r f ~ l a ,  and  r e s p e c t e d  members of t h e  c o m m u n i t y  

+ h a v e  e n o u g h  sway' to 'be o n  t h e  a c k s  o f  b o t h  t h e  mapor  a n d  t h e  

- -  

- P 
* i s t t o b n e y - g e n e r a l  abbut door- to-&oor  s e a r c h e s  i n  C h i n a t o w n .  T h i s  

: g r o r i r a i t  i s  remin i$xen t  of' Glynn-Yard's s i n i s t e r  p o r t r a i t  of a 
" 

C h i n a t o w n  t h a t  &fuses t o  refease E i l e e n  Har t  from i t s  c l u t c h e s ,  

claiming i g n o r a n c e  ouer t h e  whole mtter,  

Deverell also rei terates t h e  
'i- ' 

wakson r e p e a t s  i n  b o t h  h i s s  n o v e l s  
J z ,  



n o t h i n g  escapes its 1 ~ e s h e s , ~ 3 b 6  T h a t  J e n n i f e r ,  a C h i n e s e ,  is t h e  

oae who manipulates i!fingss fear is i r o n i c a l ,  Even i n  Gordon  of 

t h e  l o s t  I a u o o n  t h e  p e r s o n  who uses t h i s  t a c t i c  o f  manipulation --- ---- 
.on C h i n e s e  is  a  C a u c a s i a n ,  

- - -  

Deverell seems t o  a c k n o v l e d g b  some good froa t h e  ~ h i n & e  
* 

h e r i t a g e ,  H e  states  t h a t  i n  i t s e l f  * I t h e  e s s e n c e  of T a o i s t  

m e d i c i n e  was love of h u m a n i t y "  b u t  t h a t  D r ,  An i s  t h e  o n e  who 
-- --- 

. s c K s p t h i s  ETn cXFs,teac6 firm serf t h e  *d a rke r side o f th e 

o l d  arts a n d , , , t h e  p o i n t s  o f  p a i n  a n d  the m e r i d i a n s  of 

d e a t h , .  , , t h e  t w e l v e  d e a t h - p o i n t s  o f  karate.*36? However, 

Deverell s t a t e s  t h a t  Au " p r i d e d  h i m s e l f  t h a t  he  h a d  n o t  become a 

3 i l e t t a n t e  a t  a c u p u n c t u r e ,  u s i n g  h i s  g i f t s  w a s t e f ~ l l y , ~  A l t h o u g h  

Deverell i n c l u d e s  n o  o v e r t  a u t h o r i a l  i n t r u s i o n  a f f i r m i n g  o r  

condeoaing Au, t h e  w o r d s  " d i l e t t a h t e W  and @ y u a s t e f u l i y n  
'c s 

tkesselves negate Dererefles s e e s i n g  i ~ p ~ a r t i a l i t y ,  Au is n o t  o n e  
. . Z ' -  

who' i n t e r e s t s  h i m s e l f  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  or m e r e l y  f o r  a m a s e a e a t .  Au 

is a p r o f e ? s s i o n a l  whose s k i l l  is  an a r t :  D e v e r e l l  c o m p a r e s  Au to, 

*a& a r t i s t ,  a saste te f f3be  E u s i c a f  terms are m e t a p h o r s  for  Auss 



- - - -- - - --- - a - - - - -- 
- 

-- - - - 

m c o m p ~ s e d  t o c c a t a s  o f  p a i n n ;  h e  m ' d i s c o v e r e d  c h o r d s  o f  a n g u i s h m ;  

- ke ~ ~ s m E q s - ~ e s s i o n  a n d  r e p e n t a n c e n  ; his 

f i n g e r s  " s t r i k e  flesh p e r ~ u s s i v e l y , ~ ~  D e v e r e l l o s  l a n g u a g e  i n v i t e s  
! 

a d m i r a t i o n  o f  An's s k i l l  i n  p e r f o r m a n c e , .  By i m p l i c a t i o n ,  t h o s e  

i w h o  d o  p r a c t i c e  T a o i s t  m e d i c i n e  f o r  t h e  love of h u m a n i t y  a r e  t h e  

: d i l e t t a n t e s ,  t h e  ones who waste t h e i r  s k i l l s  a n d  claim n o  
\ 

\ 
r e ' s p e c t ,  T h u s ,  a l t h o u g h  D e v e r e l l  s e e m i n g l y  c o n c e d e s  the 

- - - 
- --  

- 

existence o f  g o o d  i n  C h i n e s e  n e d i c i n e ,  h e  severely u n d e r c u t s  a n d  

u n d e r m i n e s  the impact t h a t  seeming goodness s i g h t  h a v e .  
C 

I 

D e v e r e l l  includes the i n n o c e n t  C a u c a s i a n  t r a p p e d  byi' d r u g  
- -  - - - - - - - -- - - - 

a d d i = t i o n .  As in ~ l r n n - ~ a r d ' s  novel, a b r i l l i a n t  l a w y e r  . 
s u c c u ~ b s ,  A l t h o u g h  d i f f e r e n c e s ' e r i s t  i n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

V 

s u r r o u n d i n g  C r a d d u c k  Low and  P o s t e r  Cobb, t h e  s i n i l a r i t i e s  a re  

s t r o n g  e n o u g h  f o r  a a e a n i n g f u l  c o a p a r i s o n ,  L i k e  L o w ,  C o b b  is  o n e  

0.f t h e  b e s t  prosecotors ava i l i&e ,  I n t h e  t o u g h e s t  c o u r t r o o m  
f 

t a c t i c i a n  o n  t h e  C ~ a s t , ~  a " s h a r p  c r o s s - e ~ a i i n z r , ~ 3 * *  He h a s  a 

u c o u r t r o o m  braina an5 t a l k s  R g o o d f f , 3 7 *  L i k e  Low, too, C o b b ' s  

p e r f o r m a n c e  is marre4 by drug a d d i c t i o n ,  Cobb  h e s i t a t e s  to take 
* 

o n  the case a g a i n s t  Aa, b e i n g  unsure o f  " w h e t h e r  h e  gqqfd t a k e  

i t  unless h e  k i c k e d  j t i n k , " 3 7 t  Cobb  is  heavily a d d i c t e d ,  t a k i n g  

tgp to f i v e  caps of b e r u i n  a day. T h e  drug he nesds cores from 

Chinese: mthe t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  s t u f f  was p r o b a b l y  U h i t e  Lady  



B P Z W  i* W-tfre d r u g  Seen as LOU h a s  t o  h u m o u r  
a 

Chung Lee for his supply  of o p i u t ,  

D e v e r e l l  e a p l o y s  t h e  same t e c h n i q u e  P h i l i p  uses i n  

iihh~gfg&gq &gaq~q:  Deverell does n o t  merely s t a t e  t h a t  C o b b  is -- 
,an addict b u t  graphically s u p p l e a e n t s  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  with 

passages & b o w i n g  the e x t e n t  of C o b b 8 s  s u f f e r i n g .  When t h e  effect 
\ 

--- - 

o f  each d o h  u&rs off ,  ~ o b b  b a s  d i f f i c u l t y  seeing w t h r o u g h  t h e  

v e i l  of wet f i l m  oa his eyes, a veil w h i c h  made t h e  p u p i l s  1-ook 
\ 

like g l a s s  b e a d ~ \ . ~ 3 ~ 3  Deprivation of t h e  d r u g  e v e n  for a few 
- - - - 

a i n u t e s u p s e E b i s  -dodiff f u n c t i o n s :  " h i s  c r a a p s  t o re  t h r o u g h  

h i m  a g a i n ,  and h e  herd h i s  head over t h e  waste b a s k e t  w h i l e  his 

a b d o a i n a l  m u s c l e s  c o n t r a c t e d  h n d  p u l s e d ,  d e l i v e r i n g  nothing, I f  

h e  k e p t  u p ,  h e  w o u l d  b e  spitting b l 0 o d . ~ 3 ? ~  Deverell i n c l u d e s  

too t h e  u s u a l  u i t h d r a u a l  s ~ a p t o a s  of -shiveringw _ a l t h o u g h  t h e  
4' 

room u3s " r e a l l y  v e r y  ~ a r t , ~ 3 ? S  These passages a r e  
-- 

-- 

sensationalism, T h e y  a c c e n t u a t e  the evil of Au, a n d  h e i g h t e n  t h e  

irony af C o b b 8 s  dependence f o r  d r u g s  on the v e r y  man h e  i s  

+ t r y i n g  t o  c o n v i c t ,  

D e v e r e l l  is more sophisticated t h a n  early writers l i k e  

Yakson and Glpnn-Yard:  h e  gives a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  reason fo r  b u t s  

b e b a v i o u r ,  B e n e a t h  t h e  modern jargon of p s y c h o l o g y ,  ------------------ 
372 xu$., p.24, 



/ 
n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h u  is c o l d ,  merciless, i n s c r u t a b l e ,  c r u e l  a n d  

1 - - - -  - -  - --- i 
& v i l e  Deverslf  ascribes A u S s  a p p e a r a n c e  after b e c o m i n g  i n s a n e  t o  

p s y c h o l o q i c a l  changes, Y e t  Aurs p h y s i c a l  a p p e a r a n c e  is 

I 
s u s p i c i o u s l y  l i k e  t h a t  of t h e  s t e r e o t y p e ,  Like an  o p i u m  a d d i c t ,  

* 
Au's e y e s  are n h o l l o u n  a n d  seemed  l la zed, tranced," t h e n  t h e y  

* s l o w l y  f o c u s , . , a n d  s u d d e n l y . , . s h a E p e n  a n d  g l i s t e n  c o l d l y , #  3 7 6  

Au also - - " l o o k e 3  skeletal - and  - - -  drawn,- 3 7 T L  Au is a -- " s o c i o p a t h i c  - - ' - -. .4 

p e r s o n a l i t y  w i t h  soas s e x u a l  d y s f u n c t i o n , I r  t h e  r e s u l t  of an 

imposed c a s t r a t i o n  when h e  uas t w - k n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o l d e 3 ? e  H e  is 

a t  the '*edge of s a n i t y ,  - -  - peering i n t b  t h e  abyss . '*3?9  H i s  i l l n e s s  
-- - - - -  .- - - - - - - 

- s e e s e d  t o  c e n t r e  somewhere i n  t h e  b r a i n , n  causi 

sad p a i n s  i n  t h e  h~art.380 Yhen e x p o s e d  t o  extre 

does crumble o v e r  t h e  edge of s a n i t y ,  developing a " p a r a n o i d  

psychosis, d e l u s i o n s  of p e r s e c a t i o n m * * 3 * J  D e v e r e l l ' s  a t t e a p t  a t  
'B 

e x p l a i n i n g  h u t s  b e h a v i o u r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  i s  n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  

p l e a s u r e  of sex cores fro. pain,"i3'2 



Des?ite t h e  s o d e r a  f l a v o u r  introduced b p  the j a r g o n  of 
-- 

p s y c h o l o g y .  Deverel l  c l e a r l y  u t i l i s e s  $he stereotype. Auss 

n a t u r a l l y  depraved n a t u r e  r e v e a l s  itself i n  h i s  e y e s .  L i k e  Chung 

Lee y h o s e  eyes p r e y  upon t h e  lauyer  i n  The g r i  rig &he wall,  -?? 
l u m s  eyes prey  on Cobb, t r a n s f e r r i n g  nmassed, malignant 

e n e r g y . n 3 * 3  So great is Au's h a t r e d  t h a f  a l t h o u g h  C o b b t s  b a c k  is 

r~ 

t o  the Chinese, C o b b n s u d d e n l y  felt a p r i m 1  s h u M e t  rush up-his 
, # 

s p i n e e m  h u t s  s o u l  is  e v i l ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  the u i n d o u s  t o  h i s  s o u l  

re f lec t  o n l y  evil, Au has mmastered t h e  a r t  of s e l f - c o n t r o l  a n d  

t h r o u g h  - -  - i t  t h e  - - - a r t  - of - - controlling - -- - o t h e r s  u)tose ~ i n d s  and wills 
- - 

are ~ e a k e r . " ~ ~ *  Just a s  Ling Bung c o n t r o l l e d  His u n d e r l i n g s ,  Au 

commands u n q u e s t i o n i n g  o b e d i e n c e  from h i s  f o l l o v e r s ,  O f  course 

Au, like Ling Hung, is greatly a i d e d  b y  h i s  fol&ooerst 

d e p e n d e n c e  o n  his f o r  d r u g s :  " T h e y ' r e  j u n k i e s ,  y o u  see. T h e y ' l l  

d o  anything f o r  t h e  Surgeon's junk, Get a l l  wire3 u p  o n  j u G k ,  

hu  h a s  " n o  l o j a l t y ,  no g u i l t ,  no c o n s c i e n c e a w  Au is 
k 

inscrutable: col5, u n e s o t i a n a l  and c o n t r o l l e d ,  A t  his t r i a l ,  Au 

- s t e p s  c 3 l n f y  i n t o  t h e  p r i s o n e r m s  dock, . . ,He is serene. No 

f l i c k e r  of e m o t i o n  t o u c h e s  his h a n d s o m e  d a r k  facemnJ1* L i k e  Sam 



I* - - 9 - -- - - - -- 

- - 

b e e n  t o  m e d i c a l  school i n  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  has  been i n f l u e n c e d  b y  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Y e s t e r n  c u l t u r e  t o  a certain d e g r e e ,  y e t P d e s p i t e  his e d u c a t i o n ,  
,< 

Au has a p p r o p r i a t e d  for h i m s e l f  o n l y  t h e  superficial. H i s  

f u r n i t u r e  i n c l u d e s  pieces from t h e  r iod of Louis Sixteenth; 9 
h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  d i g n i f i e d  a n 3  cultured; h e  "wore an 

E n g l i s h - t a i l o r e d  t h r e e - p i e c e  suit, c o n s e r v a t i v e l y  c u t . " ' s 7  T h e  
- 

morals and values Au has been u n a b l e  to absorb. Like Sam Yong 
- - - 

too, A t t  d e l i g h t s  in t o t a i t t i n g  murder.  Au f i n d s  p leasure  in 

torturing h i s  u n f a i t h f  uf f olfower, c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  process a 

mluxuryn,388 Au's use of a c u p u n c t u r e  o n l y  h e i g h t e n s  t h e  
1 - - - -- - - 

s t ereo type  of Chinese and h i s  p e r v e r s e  % - l e a s u r e  in castrating 

others completes t h e  por tra i t  of an e v i l  Chinese, -7 

also r e m i n i s c e n t  of gr&t&ng on the  gg&f and Wtlt~pggeqg 

J e a v e s .  A u f s  s y n d i c a t e  h a n d l e s  heroin, ndeliver&d a t  t h e  docks 

Deverell  goes even further t h a n  G l y n n - H a r d  or P h i l i p .  h o g s  

s m g g l i n g  is but a saalf fink i n  3 u o r l d - u i d e  c h a i n  of i l l i c i t  

d r a g  t r a d e  b y  the C h t a o - c h o u  f a m i l y ,  b u  h a d  b u i l t  " v i t h  s i n g u l a r  

Berotion, a p r o f i t a b l e  t r a d e  route: Burma, Bangkok, Honq Rong, 

w i t h  links to Rorth Iserica through Vancouver; he had 



a e r c i l e s s l y  erpan i i ed  - c a p t i v e  aarke t s  i n  the H e w  ~ o r l d . * * J ~ ~  The 

link tkrwgA V a ~ e e t w e ~  uetafd + t l t i t a t e f y  caaplete a circzzt to 

Sontreal and iiew York, p e r h a p s  thence to A t s t e r d a m  an3 

Par i soW3qt  

Deverellls J e n n i f p r  T a n n ,  the other a a i n  Chinese f i g u r e ,  is 

s u p e r f i c i a l ,  i n c o n s i s t e n t  a n d  s t e r e o t y p e 3 ,  Jenni fer  is a n  

unreconciled mixture of s e v e r a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  ~ 6 e  i s  t h e  

f i b e r ~ t e d  woman, t h e  shy person, the e f f u s i v e  schoolgirl and the 

e v i l  Chinese, Dever2lf does c o t  attempt t o  crea te  a rounded or 

i n t e g r a t e d  f i g u r e  jecause his i n t e r e s t  is not i n  characters  f o r  
- - 

t6emselves b u t  i n  t h e  contribution these figures make t o  a 

t h r i l l i n g  p l o t ,  T h u s ,  Deuerell s u i t c h e s  froa one a s p e c t  of 

J e n n i f e r ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  a n o t h e r  a c c o r d i n g  to his needs, 

r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h a t  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  aix. 

The significlnce of J e n n i f e r ' s  b e i n 4  Chinese is brought 

into t h e  f o r e g r o u n d  e a r l y .  S h e  i s  c h o s e n  to be f o b ~ ~ s  assistant 
- - 

-- 
- - -  

maybe b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  " C h i n e s e - C a n a d i a n w  a n d  uoul3 t l g i v e  t h e  

trial sose ba lar icen  a q a i n s t  " u h i t e  hordesn a p ? s a r i n q  to-come 

mdoun on some poor ignorant y e f l o u - s k i n n e d  i r s i g r s n t  t r y i n g  t o  

make h i s  uay i n  a new c o ~ n t r y , ~ ~ * z  J e n n i f e r  i s  i n  t h e  novel t o  * 

break the s t e r e o t y p e ,  Dafike *ost Chinese who a r e  short or  

areraqe  h e i g h t  r e f s t i r e  t o  Caucasians, Jennifel is tall, Her 

dress i-s unorthodux, e v e n  to the p o i n t  of being o u t f a n f i s h .  She ------------------ 
3-Q fb ia* ,  pe2Q. 

3.2 -+203-  - -  - 
"2 xbbd., p-35, 



n e a r s  "huge hoops i n  5er ears, a loose embroidered blouse, and a 
-- 

f u f f - f e n q t h  skirt 515 rough material that,.,looked suspiciously 

homespun. The v h o l e  effect was uncomfortably bohemian.n393 Hot 

only is Jennifer unconventional in dress, her b e h a v i o u r  i s  t h a t  

of a ues tern  l i b e r s t e 3  voaan  of the l a t e  seventies. She 

introduces h e r s e l f  unmistakably as Rs. Tann, swears constantly, 
@v 

and  has #b363 t h r ~ ~ g h  t h e  whole r a d i c a l  

Jennifer is proud of b e i n g  a fourth 

a n 4  resents t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  of nstorekeepergs daughter o b v i o u s l y  

gold-digging i n  the faaify 3inesw395 Jennifer *can't a i g * *  a 

w f a t - c a t  Shaughnessy f a m i l y n  whose stuck-up noses crinkled a t  

t5e sight of her as if they "sselled fish an3 onions."3*6 

Jennifer does not h e s i t a t e  to 3ir her o p i n i o n .  She 

, urram5irjuously res~onrfs w i t h  raised e y e b r o w s  and a softly u t t e r e d  
.pr. 

"By G d *  to a lawyer's c o n d e s c 2 n j i n g  g a l l a n t r G A n 3  uhat...is a 

s h a r p - a i n d e d  and sharp-tongued; she is intelligent and w i t t y ,  

seeming  n e v e r  to be at a fuss for words, She does not back 3 0 w n  
- 

---, eten whenr;faced u i t h  a n  opponent as imposing as "Rear Admiral H. 

Cyrus S 4 the -Ba ldu in ,  Q.C., V , C . ,  and OBE," a -hell of a lawyerk! 

uho had *always d e m o n s t r a t e d  a d e a d l y  precision i n  locating t h e  



Deverell, hasfewer, is n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  h i s  
--L . '*~ 

1 s t e r e o t y p e - b r e a k i n g  portrayal of J e n n i f e r ,  I n s t e a d ,  h e  

1 f r e q u e n t l y  r e v e r t s  t o  the s t b k e o t y p e .  L i k e  S h i r l e y  C h a n g  i n  Ihg 
i. I 
i' 

b Q  ~t-uff,ed hand of friendship who talks c o n t i n u o u s l y  a n d  - 
+' 

switches from one topic t o  a n o t h e r ,  ~ e n n i f e r  " c h a t t e d  gaily 

about herse l f ,  about her  travels ( s h e  had b e n  i n  the P a r  East, 
- 

P 
s e a r c h i n g  for her roots), h e r  h o b b i e s  ( j a d e  a n d  d e l i c a t e  

O r i e n t a l  u a t e r c o l o u r s ) ,  her foras  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  ( y o g a ,  swimming  

-- -- she h a 6  been a 1-lfeguartf -- a n d ,  p t e d i c t a T ~ T y ,  B a ~ ? t r ~ a m B 6 ~ - . - - ~ ~ -  
?z. 

She  gaily t r i p p e d  t h r o u g h  o n e  topic a f t e r  another, pausing only 

s o a e t i a e s  t o  c a t c h  her b r e a t h , * 3 * *  D e v e r e l l  c o u l d  h a v e  g i v e n  

sore d e p t h  t o  J e n n i f e r ,  Her search g.or r o o t s  h i n t s  of a  s t r u g g l e  

for i d e n t i t y  in t h e  s i a u f t a n e a u s l y  C h i n e s e  a n d  C 3 u c a s i a n  
7 

.I 

e n v i r o n n e n t  i n  w h i c h  she was brought up. Yet  evere ell quickly 
-- -- - - -- ppp 

passes o v e r  t h i s  issue, c o q $ i d e r i n g  i t  u n i m p o r t a n t  e n o u g h  t o  

- l e a v e  a s  a n  asid-? in b r a c k e t s ,  s i m i l a r l y ,  a sore s e r i o u s  

d i s c u s s i o n  of J e n n i f e r ' s  v a r i o u s  B o b b i e s  and c h o i c e  of 

r e c r e a t i o n  c o u l d  have made her a more r e a l  a n d  r o u n d e d  

c h a r a c t e r .  B u t  like Seuton, Dcrerell is c o n t e n t  to l e a v e  p e o p l e  

3 8  s t e r e o t y p e s .  
J+ 

U b v i o a s  mistakes  show t h e  c a s u a l n e s s  with which  Deverell 



-- - - - - - 

d e s c r i b i n g  J e n n i f e r  a s  h a v i n g  " d a r k  O f i e n t a l  eyes," D e v e r e l l @ s  

7 h a v i n g  " a l n o n d  q r e e n  e y e s o n  T h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  is n o t  a s l i p  of 
/- 

-a t h e  pen,  f o r  later i n  t h e  s a d  p a g e  h e  again sags " h e r  e y e s  

f l a s h e d  green." C h i n e s e  have either b l a c k  or d a r k  brown eyes 

u n l e s s  t h e r e  is a n  i n t e r m a r r i a g e .  D e v e r e l l  gives n o  i n d i c a t i o n  

t h a t  J e n n i f e r ' s  f a m i l y  i s  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  p u r e  C h i n e s e ,  * 

- - - - 

* - \  3 e v e r e l l  also u n d e r t a k e s  t o  p r e s e n t  ~ e n n i f k r  a s  b e i n g  i n  an 
6 

e m o t i o n a l  d i l e m ~ a  o v e r  h e r  d e s i r e  f o r  C o b b  t h r o u g h  i n t e r j e c t i n g  

" g u i l t ,  - g u i f  t, g u i l t "  i n t o  t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,  * * *  However ,  t h e  
-- -- --- - - - 

i n t e r j e c t i o n  is - t o o  f l i p p a n t ,  a r t i f i c i a l  a n d  f o r c e d .  D e v e r e l l  

does n o t  delve d e e p l y  enough i n t o  h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y ;  h e  does not 

e x p l a i n  why t h e  l i b e r a t e d ,  s e l f - a s s u r e d  J e n n i f e r  s h o u l d  f ee l  

g u i l t y .  J e n n i f e r  r e n a i n s  too  l i g h t - h e a r t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

p a s s a g e ,  

I n  a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e ,  D e v e r e l l  s h o w s  J e n n i f e r  

- . - s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  C o b b ' s  c o n f e s s i o n  of h e r o i n  

a d d i c t i o n .  Jennifer seeas g e n a i n e l y  -moved by Cobbas p l i g h t  a-nd 

desires t o  4e of h e l p ,  Yet i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h i s  scene, 

D e v e r e l l  r e t u r n s  t o  the' s u p e r f i c i a l  a n d  d i v e r t s  a t t e n t i o n  f r o m  

J e n n i f e r ,  S h e  d o e s  n o t  reappear u n t i l  eight pages l a t e r ,  a f t e r  

D e v e r e l l  h a s  packed i n t o  the p l o t  t u o  more i r o n i c a l  s u p r i s e s ,  
3 

Dsrerelf8s n e x t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  J e n n i f e r  does n o t  even show h e r  
* 

interacti A Q  w i t h  Cobb bat on1 J briefly r e p o r t s  t h e i r  a p p a r e n a p  



# - - -  

- -- - - - 

deepened r e l a t i o n s h i p , * O l  D e v e r e l l  e l a r g e s  on € o g b 8 s  f e e l i n g s ,  

w- usinn erplanatas~ wards l ike  ncrrcoriate&n, 4 s u a r n e d Y ,  + - pp 

0 

H g e n t l e m ,  n r e a o r s e f u l n  a n d  " i a p o l o g e t i c m  b u t  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  s t a t e s  

o n l y  J e n n i f e r ' s  o b s e r v a b l e  a c t i o n s ,  W h e r e a s  D e v e r e l l e i h o w s  t h a t  

C o b b 8 s  c h a n g e  i n  b e h a v i o u r  is a r e s u l t  of h i s  new s u p p l y  o f  

h e r o i n ,  Devetelf does n o t  d isc lose  t h e  r e a s o n  J e n n i f e r  p h o n e d  

Cobb,  w h a t  h e r  r e a c t i o n  is t o  b e i n g  t o l d  t o  leave: and how s h e  

f e l t  on  h e a r i n g f r o m  a n  a p o l o g e t i c  Cobb whose aain c o n c e r n p i s  t o  
m 
,* 

p e t  h e r  t o  d o  sose research f o r  € h e  t r i a l .  D e v e r e l l  s h i r k ' s /  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  J e a n i f e r ,  p r e s e n t i n g  h e r  n e x t  i n  a n a i l - b i t i n g  

a r e  t h e  i n i t i a l  glinpses Deverell al lows i n t o  J e n n i f e r ' s  

c h a r a c t e r ;  J e n n i f e r  r e m a i n s  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  s a c r i f i c e d  t o  t h e  

a c t i o n - p a c k e d  p l o t  of t -he  n o v e l .  

P 
D e v e r e 1 l 8 s  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  a b o u n d ,  D e s p i t e  b e i n g  a l a w y e r  

b y  p r o f e s s i o n ,  J e n n i f e r  does not b e h a v e  l i k e  one, A l t h o u g h  she 

stood u p  t o  " R e a r  Adairal M. Cyrus  S a y t h e - B a l d w i n , '  Q.C., Y.C.,' 

and OBE" i n  o n e  i n s t a n c e ,  Dererell s h o w s  h e r  a s  n o  4i f e r e n t  
Y Y 

fror r i n g  in h e r  aue and f e a r  of t h e  i a p o s i n g  C a u c a s i a n  l a w y e r s ,  

of t h e  poop a n d  c e r e n o a i e s  a n d  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  network o f  t h e  

C s n a d i a n  l e g a l  systes ia other i n s t a n c e s ,  S h e  speaks like a 
C 

s c h o o l g i r l ,  u i t h  a l i l t i n g  voice t h a t  is n a l m o s t  gushy,*4*2 S h e  

may be a n v a l k i n g  c o a p e n d i a s  of c a r r e n t  Canadian lawm b u t  s h e  is . 



i - - - - - - - -- - - -  

S h c  is  awed a n d  a f r a i d  of C o b b ' s  mood a t  t h e  t r i a l ,  i n t i m i d a t e d  / 
by w ~ i b t 3 t i o n s  from h i s  ' t e n s i o n ,  o v e r p o w e r e d  b g t h e  e n e r g i i i - -  * 

. 
p u l s i n g  i n  t h i s  r 00h r**03  TO her u n i n i t i a t e d  naivete, the a c t i o n  

a r o u n d  h e r  seems l i k e  "a f a n t a s y , . , . A n  o l d  E n g l i s h  a o v i e , , , , T h e  

p o e p  a n d  c e r e m o n f :  a e d i e ~ a & . ~ * o *  J e n n i f e r  f e e l s  o u t  of p l a c e ;  

s k e  f a n t a s i z e s  l i k e  a s c h o o l g i r l ,  e x a g g e r a t i n g  the i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

h e r  p r e s e n c e  a t  t h e  trial: "Her h e a r t  l e a p e d ,  C a l i f o r n i a - s t y l e  
- - - - 

c o u r t r o o m  s h o o t - o u t ,  Here* s in'nocent J e n n i f e r  Tann i n  t h e  m i d d l e  

' of some b l o o d y  melee, g u n s  blazing, p e o p l e  s c r e a m i n g ,  S h e ' s  h i t !  

And the c a r e e r  of t h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  woman c r i m i n a l  lawy r n i p p e d  f 

s u p e r i o r s  k a p h a s i z e s  h e r  i g n o r a n c e :  UAll t h i s  s t u f f  uas j u s t  

b l o w i n g  p a s t  Tann,"+oa So o v e r w h e l m e d  i s  -she t h a t  when  sfte 

speaks, her voi -ce  s o u n d s  nlike a a o u s e  s q u e a k i n g , " + 0 7  Indeed, 

J e n n i f e r  i s  s o  i ~ p r e s s e d  by ~ ~ b 6  t h a t  s h e  c a n  o n l y  g a t e  a t  him 

w i t h  l s h i n e  i n  h e r  e y e ~ . ~ * o s  Deserell h e r e  c o n t r a d i c t s  h i s  

e a r l i e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  of J e n n i f e r  as t h e  assured l a w y e r  who knows 

her f a c t s  and is n o t  i n t i t i d a t e d  by e v e n  a n  experienced lawyer 



D e v e r e l l  l e a v e s  u n a n s w e r e d  h e r  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  h e r  a d d i c t i o n  

is  "a t e r r ib le  t h i n g n  and w h e t h e r  s h e  is n e v i l * ,  t h u s  l e a v i n g  1 

room fo r  c o n d e a n a t i o n ,  Cobb's own a d d i c t i o n  to  h e r o i n  d o e s  n ~ o t -  
- - 

c a n c e l  t h e _ i ~ p l i c i t  c o n d e m n a t i o n  b u t  s t r e n g t h e n s  i t ,  D e v e r e l l  - 
i 

- -- 

s h o w s  Cobb s u f f - e r i n g  under his a d d i c t i o n  a n 3  f i g h t i n g  to -  - 

r; 
o v e r c o m e  it. C o b b e s  share a b o u t  h i s  a d d i c t i o n  s t r o n g l y  c o n t r a s t s  

w i t h  J e n n i f e r ' s  b o a s t f u l  e n j o y a e n t  o f  d r u g s ,  S h e  t a k e s  d r u g s  

h a s  a s t o c k  of drugs ready o n  h a n d ,  s h e  i s  f a a i - ~ i s  - w i t h  the - %  : 

Q 
p r o c e e d u r e s  o f  f i t t i n g  t h e  h a s h i s h  i n t o  t h e  p i p e ,  a n d  h a s  s a o k k d  

- dope l o n g  e o u g h  t o  l e a r n  how- t o  g e ' i . d s t o w d m .  e. G i v e n  t h i s  p o r t r a i t  of J e n n i f e r ,  h e r  c o m p a s s i o n  f o r  Cobb i n  -.. , * 

his s t r u g g l e  against a d d i c t i o n  seems i n c o n g r u o u s  , B o t h  e x t r e m e s  
-- -- 

of h e r  b e h a v i o n r  occur on the saae n i g h t ,  I f  t h i s  c o n t r a d i c t 4  
'i 

behariour c a n  be a c c o u n t e d  fo r ,  D e v e r e l l  h a s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  d o n e  

so. 

D e v e r e l l  a l s o  p o r t r a y s  J e n n i f e r  as. t h e  e v i l  ~ h i n e s e  l a d y -  

w h o  l u r e s  whi ty : sen  i a t o  rice. T h e  "Dragon Ladyn, J e n n i f e r  h a s  a 
f 

& 
m c o m i v l n g  l i t t l e  h e a r t a  t h a t  a c t i r s l y  contrives t o  l u r e  Cobb - 

i n t o  a n  a f f a i r , * * *  S h e  p l a n s  her s t r a t e g y  of t i c e a e n t  k 



t h e  c h e s t e r f i e l d ,  h e r  bare f e e t  o n  i t s  ara, her s k i r t  hem . 
- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- -- " 

s o m e u h e r e  a b o v e  h e r  k n e e s  -- a n d  i n c h i n g ,  i t  seemed, g r a d u a l l y  

h i g h e r  -- h e r  h a n d s  b e h i n d  h e r  h e a d .  She was s m i l i n g *  

g l ~ w i n g . ~ * l ~  J e n n i f e r  even b o l d l y  i n v i t e s  Cobb t o  t o u c h  h e r  . 
* p a i r  of p ~ a z i n q  l e g s m f f  When t h e s e  t a c t i c s  f a i l ,  s h e  then 

a t t e m p t s  a d i f f e r e n t  t e c h n i q u e :  s h e  p l a y s  s o f t  m u s i c  a n d  h a s  u 2 

C o b b  t a l k  a b o u t  _ h i a s e l f  i n  t h e  h o p e s  t h a t  h e  w o u l h  s l o v l y  r e - l a x .  - 

A l l  p l o y s  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  J e n n i f e r  g o e s  s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  S h e  

\ "stood u p ,  w e n t  t o  him, a n d  k i s s e d  h i m  on t h e  m o u t h .  S h e  h e l d  
- - 

h e r s e l f  t o  h i m  f o r  a l o n g  time.' - - -  He was - - f i l l e d  i i t h  the smell a n d  

touch of her," 

D e v e r e l l  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  J e n n i f e r  a s  a " D r a g o n  

L a d y H  w i t h  t o b b s s  dream, I n  t h e  d r e a m ,  J e n n i f e r  g i v e s  ~ o 6 b  f i v e  

t h o u s a n d  m i c r o g r a m s  of " b l o t t e r  a c i d n  a n d  b e t r a y s  h i m  t o  Au. 

3 e s p i t e  h e r  b e i n g  C a n a d i a n ,  J e n n i f e r ' s  f i r s t  l o y a l t y  i s  t o  h e r  

- - t h i e s d x r k t - a ~ ~ ~ ~ - y J J m ~ p - e  o p k c 3 % e m 7 r e  

l a ~ s . ~ * l ~  J e n n i f e r ' s  t r u e  n a t u r e  is t h a t  of c o l d  i n s c r u - t a b i l i t y :  
.. 

"Her v o i c e  was mat te r -of - fac t ,  T o o  c a l a . . . . S h e  was s a i l i n g .  , 

' S e r e n e l y .  Rer e y e s  were i c e . , . . w i t h o u t  e x p r e s s i o n ,  w i t h o u t  . 

f e e l i n g . "  A l t h o u g h  a dream s e q u e n c e ,  t h i s  p i c t u r - e  c!? J e n n i f e r  is 

p a r t  of t h e  "terrors of.,  subconscious^ a n d ,  b y  - 
e x t e n s i o n ,  p a r t  of t h e  s u b c o n s c i o u s  of B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n s ,  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  " n e e d l e s "  a re  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  A u 8 s  c r u e l  u s e  o f  

a c u p u n c t u r e ,  a s  w e l l  as with C o b b 8 s  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  d u r i n g  h i s  



&-4%xw--Bseth are w s g a t i v ?  assxxLatioas t y i ~ g  i~ 

w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  of the novel, I n  d e s c r i b i n g  J e n n i f e r ' s  e y e s  a s  

s e n d i n g  " t h i n  n e e d l e s n  i n t o  Cobb1s h e a r t ,  D e v e r e l l  p u t s  J e n n i f e r  

squarely i n  t h e  s a l e  c a t e g o r y  as Au, whose  e y e s  s p e l l  d e a t h .  

D e v e r e l l s s  n o v e l  e x p l o d e s  t h e  myth  t h a t  B r i t i s h  C o l u a b i a n s  

h a v e  d o n e  a w a y  w i t h  t h e i r  s t e r e o t y p e  of C h i n e s e ,  B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a n s  may h a v e  p u s h e d  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  t o  t h e b a c k  of t h e i r  
- 

m i n d s ,  b u t  i t  s t i l l  e x i s t s  and ,  i n d e e d ,  h o v e r s  d a n g e r o u s l y  close 

t o  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  heedkeg i s  o n l y  one n o v e l  a n d  
- -  

s w e e p i n g  c o n c ~ u s i o n s  c a n n o t  b e b a s e d  on such mewe e v i 8 e n c e T -  

Yet t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y  years o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u s b i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  h a s  

. s e e n  n o  n o v e l i s t  t h e  e q u a l  of E t h e l  Wi l son .  S i n c e  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  n o v e l i s t s  h a v e  s i l e n t l y  r e l e g a t e d  C h i n e s e  i n t o  

the b a c k g r o u n d ,  a n d  d o i n g  s o  a t  a t ime when t h e  C h i n e s e  
i 

p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e d  a n d  C h i n e s e  h a v e  become  a 

f a a i l i a r  s i g h t  i n  a l l  o c c u p a t i o n s  a n d  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  

T h i s  s i l e n c e  may b e  s i g n i f i d a n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when a n o v e l  l i k e  

N e e d m  is t h e  o n e  t h a t  t h u n d e r s  o n t o  t h e  s c e n e ,  T h e  l i t e r a t u r e  

o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  h a s  t h u s  f a r  b e e n  a f a i t h f u l  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  

t&e  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  climate: I i e e d l e p  c o u l d  i n d i c a t e  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  of a r e v e r s i o n  t o  o l d  ~ r i t i ~ h  C o l u a b i a o  a t t i t u d e s .  



APPENDIX 1 

Orientals i n  B.C. in comparison to ktal population of province 

Chinese 
- 

Japanese - - - 4,597 8,587 ' 15,006 

/ 

%umbers refer t o  w h i t e s  only. There were also some 440 Negrbes and many Indians, 

Figures compiled from Second census of  Canada, 1881 , vol. I, p.218, Fourth CenSus , 

1907, p-482, and Sixth Census pp. 6, 354, 355. The figures for  1870 were 

taken from the B.C. nBlue Bookn for  1860. 



Appendix 2 

Li ly Dougall 

J u l i a  W, Henshaw 

1896 The madonna of a day 

l9Ol Why not sweetheart - 

Frederick Niven 
- - - - - - L  - 

Robert W. Service 

1909 The l o s t  cabin mine 
- 

191 1 The trail of ninety-eight 

Robert E, Knowles The sinper of the  Kootenay 

.Roger Pocock 191 2 A man i n  -the open 
- - --- -- 

Bertrand W. Sinc la i r  1916 Big Timber 

1919 The lady of the  crossing Frederick Niven 

Janet of Kootenay Evah M, McKowan 

Isabel  Ecclestone M C K ~ ~  
, - The ' window gazer 

The spo i l e r s  of t h e  va l ley  Robert Watson t 
--- 

~ i l d a ~ l y n n - W A S ~ "  - 
i 

Bertrand V, ~ i n d l a i r  

- --- -- Th_s wri t ing  on the  wall 

1922 The hidden places 

Phil H. Moore 1924 Slag and gold 

Gordon of the l o s t  lapoon Robert Watson 

1925 The crimson west Alex Ph i l i p  

Clive Phillipps-Wolley 1926 Gold. gold, in Cariboo 

A river of gold R, V, Brandon 

Frederick Niven 
- - -  - -  

Wild honey 

The painted c l i f f  Alex Phi-l-ip 

M. B. Gaunt The leases of death 



1928 Redgold Charlotte Gordon 

I929 The pie-n archway Alexander kai tland Stephen 
1931 VhisperinR leaves Alex Philip 

- - - 
- - - 

- 

1937 The meat dfvide Alan Sullivan 

1938 The l o n  of a lame duck Audrey Alexadra Brown 

Cariboo runaway Frances k c a n  
Z-- - - 

The tdplant ed Frederick ~ i v g n  
J 

Caribou road Alan Sullivan 

Hetty D o r v a l  Ethel Wilson 

The innocent traveller Ethel Wilson 

Eauations of love Ethel Wilson 

Swamp awe1 Ethel Wilson 

Royal murdoch 1 Robert Harlow 
The stone angel Margaret Laurence 

Woodsmen of the West M. Allerdale G r a i n g e r  

Mirror on the floor George Bowering 

The big stuffed hand of Norman Newton 

friendship 

1976 Spit Delaneyts island Jack H o d g i n s  

3979 Needle* William D e v e r e l l  
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